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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
imder the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the- 
.8th March, 1938, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. kzizvh Haquk, c.i.r.) 
n the Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers an*! 221 members. 


Obituary Referenoe. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Ltniies and ^’■entlemeii, it must be a shockinjf news 
ft }()u to hear that Mrs. Kllen West, a valued member of this House, 
ireathed her last this morning She ha<l been ailing for some time, 
}ut we did not realize that we would lose her so soon. She was a valued 
worker among the Anglo-Imlian community, and she did her best to 
lelp the cause of Anglo-Indian education and Anglo-Indian welfare. I 
tm quite sure that the loss is such timt we cannot but feel it deeply. 

[ find that we are in the midst of the Biniget session, otherwise I would 
lave considered it necessary to adjourn this House. I am sure it is 
ke wish of this House to express our deepest condolence and sympathy 
>n her death, and I should be thankful if ladies and gentlemen will! 
tindly rise in their seats. 


(Pause.) 

MiwmAMJER: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. The Sfiemtary 
^ inks the neoaseary action. 
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QUESTIOfTS. 


ps.TH Mae., 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were gir^) 

Witness shed in the compound of the Bajitpur Munsif’s ooiirtf * 
Mymensingh. 

^243. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the .ludicnal and liCgislative Department aware 
that tliere is no witness shed in the roin]M)iind of the Bajitpur Munsif’s 
court in the district of Mymensingh 'i 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether (iovernment are considering the 
desirability of taking stcjw in the matter P 

MINISTER in charge of ilUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) There is no shed. 

(h) The matter is already under corresponderice with the District 
Judge. 


District record room at BakarganJ. 

•244. Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the .ludiciul and Legislative Departmtuit ho 
pleased to state for the years 1930 and 1937 — 

(i) the total amount of money spent in the civil courts of Pirojpui 
under the head *‘ci»st of calling for documents from the 
district record room at Bakarganj'’; 

(it) how many records were called for; and 

(tfi) how many of those (ailed for have not arrived in time? 

(h) Is it a fact that records, called for, from the said record room, 
do not arrive in proper time, very often entailing hardshi|>8 to the 
litigant public P 

The Hon'bIc Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(5i) (t) No cost is realised from the parties for calling for records for 
disposing of a petition or proceeding which cannot under the law W 
disposed. of without such record. But when a party calls for wrtain 
papers from the district record room for evidence he has to pay twelfa 



(JftTESTIONS. 
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anitati u |Ki«tage in each case and the total coat for thia purpose 
amounted to Ila. 27 and Ra. 90-8 in 1936 and ^937. respeotirely. 

(m) .1936-oltO and Ut37— 989. 

(lit) and (6) 1936 — 19 plus 8 which were not complied with as the 
were defective. 

1937 — 56 plu$ 1?C which were not complied with a« the requiaitioiii 
were defective. 


Hostel accommocietieii for liutieii Christians In Government 
institutions. 

*245. Or. He C. MUKHERJI : Will the Hou^ble Minister in charge 

of the Ivlutation Deparl incut }h‘ jJcn.sfMl to stale — 

{(i) In whi(‘h oi the foilovin^ institutions, hostel accommodation is 
available ; — 

(1) Hengal Eiijriiieenii;r (’ollc^re. Sihpur; 
t:;i) David Hare Training College, Calcutta; 

(3) Teachers’ Training College, Dacca; 

(4) Medical College, Calcutta; 

(5) V’eterinary College, Jielgachia, Calcutta; 

(6) Ahsanullah Schcxil of Kngineering, Dacca; 
il) Hengal Suive} School, Muinamati, Tippera; 

(8) < {uveriiincnt Central Weaving School, Serampore; 

(9) Oovcrnmcnt Silk Weaving and l^eiug School, Berhampore; 

(10) Agricultural School, Manipur, Dacca; 

(11) Forest Sch(x>l, Kurseong; 

(li?) Physical Education Centre, ('alcutta; 

(13) Technical Schools at Pahna, Hangpur, Mymensingb, Kriab* 
nagar, liajshahi and Burdwan ; 

<14) Campbell Medical School, Calcutta; 

(15) Dacoa Medical School, Dacca; 

(16) Lytlon Medical S<^hool, Mymensingb; 

(17) BonaMahay Medical School, Burdwan; 

(18) Cbittegong Medical School, Chittagong; and 

(19) Itckaott Medical School, Jalpaigtiiif 
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(b) The total numl)er of seats in each such hostel available for — 

(t) Hindus ; 

(ii) Scheduled Castes; 

(m) Muslims; and 
(tv) Indian Christians? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware — 

(/) of the ulKsence ot liostel ac.coniniodation for Indian Chri^iians in 
a luajorilv of the sahl institutions; and 
(li) of a feeling of (liscoiileiit among tin* inemljeis ot thi^ com- 
munity ? 

(d) What steps, if any, do the (iovernment projM^se taking in order to 
make hostel acconiinuflatiou for Indian (diiistians available in institu- 
tions where at i>reMent it does not exist r 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlut Huq: (a) and {h) A statement furnishing 
the particulars as far as available is laid on the Library table. 

(c) and {d) The particulars in tin* statement do not aiTfjear to justify 
any general eoinplaint. I have r.ot so far received any complaint, but I 
shall be prepared to examine the (luestion symimt helically ii (‘omjduint 
is made as regards individual institutions. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the lion'ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that last year two Indian Christian students 
could not take their admission in the Survey School at Mainaniuli on 
account of want of hostel accommodation there being such overcrowd- 
ing in both the Hindu and Muslim hostels that no room could be found 
for them? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of it, but 

I admit the possibility. 

Chairman, Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

^246. Khan Bahadur ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and I^ocal Self- 
Government Department lie pleased to state — 

* (a) when was the appointment of the Chairman of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust first made; and 
(b) whether the apjxiintinent is reserved for a member of the Indian 
Civil Service only? 
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MlllliTER in ohargt of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
COVERNMCNT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt Mr. Syod Naiisliir 

All); (a) The 2nd January 1912. 

(b) No. 

^It«i Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Mioiater be 
pleased to state on what priiudple the rhainnan is selected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: Since 1 came into othce 
no question of selection of the ('hainnan has arisen, and 1 cannot give 
the hon’ble member any answer as to the principle on which api>oint- 
ments^ were made before. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI. Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if any Muhammadan has ever been uppointe<l ( bairman of the 
Improvement Trust? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I think all along Kuro> 
peans have been appointed. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether (lie (jnestion of the early appointment of a 
Muhammadan as Chairman of the Calcutta Tmprovemont Trust, after 
the retirement of the present incumbent, is under the contemplation 
of Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I do not know if there 
is any question of retiiement of the pres«uit incumbent ns yet. At least 
I am not aware of it. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHER4I: WiU the Hon ble Miniater 

be pleased to sUile the present pay of the Chairman? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: T am sorry, I cannot aay 
that off-hand. 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Miniater be pleased \p 
state when the term of the present incumbent is going to expire? 

TN Hon'life Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI{ I am not even aware that 
it ia a term appointment. 



QUESTIONS. 


[18 th Mah. 




Introduction of the oystom of voting liy ballot In the District and 
Local Boards olootions. 

*247. Mauivi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) WiU the Hon’b[e 
Minister in charffe of the Puhli(; Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that representations 
from various quarters for the introdin tion of the system of voting by 
ballot in the District and Ixjeal Boards elections of this Province are 
being received in his department!'' 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of introducing the system of voting by ballot in the said electionaP 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) Yes. 

(6) The matter is under niy consideration. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state how long ttie matter has been under the considera- 
tion of t iovernnient , and how l(nig it will remain under their considera- 
tion y 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: The matter came under 
my consideration shortly after I came into oflice, and 1 have been making 
enquiries on two points, viz., administrative difficulties and the ques- 
tion of cost. Personally, I am in favour of the introduction of the 
ballot system all through. (Pries of “Hear, hear” from Congress 
benches.) 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps Government are taking for fixing a per- 
centage as regards the appointment of memhers of the sclieduled castes 
in the offices of the District Boards? 

Mf. BREAKER: That question does not arise in connection with 
this. 


Qualinoatloii for admisaion in tha Madioal Boiiool. 

^ nn. Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-Govenunent 
Department aware that Medical liicentiates of Bengal sent a deputation 
to His Excellency Sir John Anderson, praying for raising tbe atatus 
of tbeir education by increasing the number of years from 4 to 5 joafs 
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of 8to4y Medical School aod by making the I.Sc. etandard ae the 
requisite qualification of admission? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aflSrmative, what steps, if any, are 
being taken in the matter? 

The Hoii’bla Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) Tes, but there was 
no prayer for making the I. Sr. standard the requisite qualification for 
admission. 

(b) The matter is under my consideration. 

Dr. 9HARAT CHAHDRA MUKHERdI: Will the Hun’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when this consideration will mature? 

The Hon*bie Mr. 8YEO NAUSHER ALI: The mutter is a some- 
W'hat difficult one. and it is not the <»niy mailer thal has conn* up for 
consideration in coimcrjion with (In* pruuT inettlioiied in the <jUcstion. 
So, it is vei\ difficult to li\ {in,\ tinie-Iiniit with n'gard to tfo‘ final 
disposal of this matter. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANilAN THAKUR: Is it not a fact that if the 
status f>f the M<‘<licai Licciihates of Bengal is raised by increasing the 
number of years fr(»rn -I to o. the statu.s of the M.B's will come down 
considerably ami fhat tlnur niedicji] (jmilificai ion.s will have no imuiiiing? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That a hypotheiieal question. 

Rivers Dhurung and Halda in Chittagong. 

*249. Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: (^/) Will the ilon'hle Minister 

in charge of the ('onininnications and Works (Irrigation) Dojmrtinent 
be pleased If) state what siep^, it aft\, flo the (iovernruent propose to 

take — 

(i) for the re-excavation of the dea<l river Dhurung in the police- 

station of Fatickchan in the district of C'hittagong; urul 

(ii) for cutting the bends of the river llalda in the same flistrict? 

(b) Have the Government referred these to the Divisional Gommie- 
sioner for opinion? 

(c) If so. when and with what result? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WOR|Ci 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mahara{a trie Chandra Nandyi of 

Ksaimhoiir): {a) The pnqKJsals are under investigation. * 

(6) No. The investigation i.s being made by the Chief Engineer, 
(c) Does not arise. 



s QUESTIOlSrS. I18ra Mia., 

Al«HaJ Maulaiia Dr* SANAULLAH: Did the Chief Engineer of 
the Department go to Chittagong for making a survey ? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimliazar: 

I f^annot say that off-hand, but the Chief Engineer has, so far as my 
information goes, undertaken a survey, and it is likely that some officer 
will go there if he has not gone there already. 

AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Was there any recommenda- 
tion regarding the cutting of the bends of river Halda made by tlie 
Divisional Commissioner of Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasiitibazar: 

I want notice. 

Travelling and halting allowances drawn by the Hon’ble Ministers. 

•250. AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finaiu e Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing, item by item, with corresponding dates for 
the last ten months from 1st April, 1937, to 31st January, 1938 — 

(a) the amount of travelHftg allowances; 

(h) halting allowances drawn by every individual Mirnster; 

(c) the pur]i()ses of their visits; and 
(r/) j)lac*'s visited by them ^ 

MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (/r) and (h) Statements are laid on the 
Library table. 

(r) All these visits were undertaken on account of public business. 

((]) Vide the statement referred to in the reply to (b) of this 
question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. W^ill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state for wliat administrative purpose the Hon'ble Nawab 
Musharruff Hossain w’ent to Sylhet and Shillong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I want notice, 
Sir. 

« 

Mr. 4IHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It appears from the state- 
ments that the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut went to Delhi, Muttra, 
Agra, Benares and Lucknow. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state for what purpose he went to those places? 
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TIM Hon’liit Mr, NALiNI RANJAN 8ARKER: I want notice, Sir. 


Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It also appears from the 
statements laid on the Library table that the Ilon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, went to Patna, Ajinere, Delhi and Ag^ra. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea*ie<l to state for what administrative 
purpose he went to those places? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I want notice, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state for what adniinistrative purpose the llon’blc Mr. Syed 
Nausher Ali w^ent to Simla and KalkaP 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: He went to Simla 

in connection with a ('onfeicm'e in which his department is interested. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwert to which were laid on the table) 

Ministerial officers and process-servers from Scheduled Castes in 
Chittagong civil courts. 

58. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL; (a) Will the Dou ble 

Jlinister in chaise of the •linbci.jl juul L<’/^isIat i\e Department he pleased 
to lay on the lahle a .slat(*mcnt .Mliowin^ tor the (’hit laf^ron^ civil courts 

(0 the present numher of ministerial officers and process-fiervers 
from the S( lied u led Castes; 

{it) the toUil numl)er of jirocess-sei vein a]>iMjinted dining 037; and 

(Hi) the number of tho.se referred to in (//) who are the Schedule<l 
Castes? 

(6) Are t! e Government considering the desiiabilily of making 
recruitments from the Scbedule»l Castes in the future to make iheii 
representations adequate to their population strength? 

Tlia Hon’blf Navirab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) A statemept is laid on tlie table. 

(h) The minimum percentage of recruitment in diittagong fmie 
Scheduled Castes has not yet been fixed. 



10 


QUESTIONS. 


[ISth Mae., 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 

No. 66. 

(а) (i) One clerk and 5 process-servers besides 2 enlisted candidates 
(including 2 probationer process-servers). 

(u) 59. 

(Hi) Of the above, 1 belongs to Scheduled Castes. 

BaIhi MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to (6), will the 
Hon’ble Minister l)e please<l to state whether Government would con- 
sider the desirability of fixing the i>erceniage of appointments for the 
scheduled (astes? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

It will bike some time to fix the proper percentage. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will tlu* llon’ldt* Minister be pleased to 
state in liow nnin\ districts of llcngnl the niiniimim ]H*rcenlage of 
recruitment from tlie scheduled castes has l)een fixed up io date-' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (luestion does not arise. 

Ministerial officers and process-servers from Scheduled Castes in the 
Noakhali civil courts. 

57. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL; {a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in (diarge of th(‘ .ludicial and l/<‘gislat i\e I)(*i>;irtment be 
pleased to lay on the table a stnttuuent showing for the Noakhali civil 
courts — 

(i) the present number of ministerial otHcers and process-servers 
from the Scheduled t’astos; 

(it) the total number of pr()cess-s(*rvers apix>iiited during ; and 

(in) the number of those referred to in {n) who are the Scheduled 
Castes Y 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
recruitments from the Scheduled Castes in the future to make u[> the 
deficiency in the strength of the SchtHluled Castes?' 

« 

The .Hon’bic Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

(a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(б) The minimum j>ercentage of recruitment in Noakhali from 
Scheduled Castes has not yet been fixed. 
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Statemmt referred to in the reply to donee (a) of unstarred question 

No. 57. 

• (a) (t) Four clerks and 8 prooess-servers (including 2 temporary). 

(tV) 74 (including 20 probationer process-servers). 

(m) Of the above, 7 belong to Scheduled C^itstes (including 3 
probationer process-servers). 

Ministerial officers and process-sersers from Scheduled Castes in the 
Tippers civil courts. 

58. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will Uie Ilon’lde Minister 
in ( barge of the .Tu(li< ial anil l.egislat i\ e Department be pleased to lay 
on tin' lalde a ‘.laleiiK'iit ^bouinn for the Tippera eivil courts — 

(/) lb(‘ piesent uumber oi ministerial otlicers and procoHs-sc'rvers 
iioni the S('}u*dule(l Castes; 

(ti) the t(Hal numlu'r ot pro( c'^s-servei s appointed during DK17 ; and 

(/n) the number of tho'»e referred to in (n) who are the Scheduled 
('astes ^ 

(h) Are tluv ( f(»\ einim'iit eou'^idering tlu* di'nirahility of making 
recruitments from the SclualultMl Ca.sf«*H in tlu' future to increase their 
percentage 'f 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) A sUitement is laid on the table. 

(b) The minimum p(>rcentage of re(riiilment in Tipjieru from 
Scheduled (’asfes has not yet been fixed. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (u) o/ nnsi/irred 
question No. 58. 

(a) (t) Two clerks f including one tein|K)rary) and 11 process-servers 
(including one proliationer). * 

(it) 139 (including 25 prol>ationer proress-servors ) . 

(ut) Of the above, 7 belong to Scheduled Castes (including 1 pro- 
bationer process-server). 
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Civil court staff of Noakhali* 

5d. Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: WiU the 

Hod ’hie llinister in nharge of the Judicial and Legislative Departnieat 
be pleased to state the proportion of fhe different communities of the 
civil court staff of Noakhali including fhe clerical department before 
the year 1937 and after the year 1937 !^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

A statement is laid on the Library table. 

Clerks in the Tippera civil courts. 

80. Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Judicial (tnd Legislative Department be jdeased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, grade by grade, the existing number of — 

(1) Hindu, 

(2) Muhammadan, and 

( 3 ) Christian clerks, 

• 

in the Tipjuu'n civil coiirts (both tem|M)rary and i)ernmiient) ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

A st^itement is laid on the table. 

t^taU'Vhf'tU referred to in the repbj to umtarnd qiaMion }\(k 00. 


KxiSTINO NCMllHU OF CLKKKS IN ClVIL Coi KTS .\T Tll'l’FKA. 


Cnwlc. 

Total. 

Hindus. 

Muham- 

madans. 

Chris- 

tians, 

Rs. 





175—10—275 

1 

1 



175— 5— 22ri 

1 

1 



146—5—170 

1 

1 



80—4 140 

0 

4 

” 2 


70-4—17)0 

1 

1 



80—2—100 

12 

10 i 

2 

, , 

85*-80 

137 

81 

55 

1 

Temporacy (on a fixed pay 
of Rs. 35) 

5 

4 

1 

- . 

Total 

164 

103 

60 

1 
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Muslim Iswysrs in Crown cases in the districts of 24-Parganas and 

Howrah. 

* ai. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Miuister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement 'showing for the distrirts of the ;24-l*argana8 
and Howrah — 

(i) the amount paid in tees hv (loverniiieiit for (M»n<lueting (Vowii 
cases during — 

( 1 ) m'K 
(2; 19dti, and 
(d) mi; and 

{ti) how niueh ot these amouio> were gi\eft to the Muslim lawyers? 

{Ij) Are the (io\erninen1 e(msideiing tio* ile«irahilit\ of taking steps 
for the engagenteiil (»t more Muslim la\v\eis in the frown ruisea? 

(f) Is the lion hie MttiJstei a\\.jre 

(i) that there no MtHl'in law\er iti the high Court liolding any 
of the Crown luw onire-. maintained h\ the ( fovernuomt ; and 

Ci ) tliat two appointment- liave ht'en tleeiihMl upon iu the High 
Court ? 

{d } If tlie answer to <r< is n. the aflirmnti ve, aie the (ioverument 
con<sideri!(g tlie desirnhihty ot tuaking their recruitments from nmongst 
the Muslim lawyers y 


The Hon’bis Nswab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khin Bahadur: 

(fl) A statement is laid on the table. 

(6) The matter has engaged m> attention. It may be noted how- 
ever that only 4 per cent, of the total number of pleaders enrolled at 
Alipore are Muslims; the |»ercentage of fees jwiid to MuslimM in 1936, 
1936 and 1937 is l>etween 6 and 7 i»er cent. At Howrah 2 5 jkm' cem. 
of the total nuralx*r enrolled are Muslims. The })ereeiituge of ftnes piiid 
to Muslims is between -8 and J 9 cent. For the province as n whole 
the percentage of Muhammadan pleaders to the total numWr enrolled 

18 9 - 66 . 

(c) This is so. 

(d) I am fully aware of the desirability of appointing Muslims to 
•ome of these posts. 
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statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 61 showing ihe 
amount paid in fees by Oovemment for conducting Crown cases during 
1935, 1936 and 1937 tried within the district of 24- Parqanas and Howrah, 


District. 

1 

Year. 

2 

Total amount 
paid in fees by 
Government for 
conducting 
Crown cases. 

3 

Total amount 
paid to Muslim 
lawyers out of 
the amount in 
column 2. 

4 



Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

(1) 24-PargaiiaH 

iia") ! 

* 37,040 0 0 

3,132 0 0 


HKIO ! 

b2,(X)r> 0 (1 

4,8.72 0 0 


HK{7 ' 

.">8, <120 0 0 

3,266 0 0 

(2) Howrah . . j 

\mr> i 

1 0 

188 6 0 

1 

HKlt) ^ 

21 ,8.74 7 0 

176 0 0 


19J7 : 

11,913 11 0 

128 0 0 


Clerks under the District iludge of Faridpur. 

62. Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (^0 Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and legislative Department be pleased 
to lay on tlie table a statement showing the present number of per- 
manent and temporary clerks under the District Judge of Faridpur 
(including those serving in the subdivisional and cfiouki coxirts) ; and 
the number of them that are — 

(1) Mussalmans; 

(2) members of the Scheduled ('astes; 

(3) caste Hindus; and 

(4) others P 

(h) Are the (Jovernment considering the desirability of raising the 
percentages of Mussalmans and members of the Scheduled Castes for 
these employments? 

(r) If so, to what proportion? 

The Hon’blc Mawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahaduri 

(o) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) No. 

(c) Jpb^tiiQt arise. 
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SlalBmetit refemd to 

in the reply to clause (a) of unsiarred question No. 62, 


Permanent. 

Temporary, 

(a) 

.. 133 

1 

(1) 

45 

3 

(2) 

8 

1 

(3) 

80 

3 

(4) 

NU 

Nil 


Reoruitment of Munsifs. 



63. Mauivi AULAD H08SAIN KHAN: Will tho Hon’ble Minister 
in of the Judicial and L^shdivt* Department be pleased to 

state — 

(a) when the next reeniitment ol munsifs will he made; 

(h) what will he the method of recruitment, whether by selection 
or by open competitive examination; 

(r) whether there will he an\ a^e-limit ; and 

(</) if by examination what, if any. ha^ been decided to be the 
<lualifications ot apjdirants eligihh* to sit at such 
examination ? 

Tha Hon’bit Nawab MUbHARRU^F HOStAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Soon ttft(‘r the rules pt«-scrihin^' tlie standard of (jualifications and 
method of recriiitment are finally appiovcd and published. Due notice 
will be published in the local gazette for general information. 

(b) By selection. 

(c) Yes (not more than 21 years on the 1st January of the year in 
which the recruitment is made). 

(d) Does not arise, 

ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference U> (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the Imr to adopt the system 
of competitive exominotion reffardinpf the recruitment of munsifs? 

Th« Hoii’bla Nawib MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahailur: I 

am always in favour of selection because sele< tion was the method by 
which these people were recruited before. 

ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mv (luestion was — what is the bar 
in adopting the competitive examination system. If you follow the 
selection system it may so happen that some favourites may be tsken*in. 

Tha Hoii*bl6 Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAINt Khan Bahatfur: 

S^eetion wila the method by which these people were appointed befoia 
and we have not changed that method yet. 
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Mfi ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Am 1 to uiiderstand that even after 
the introduction of the Provincial autonomy the previous system is 
going on ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. » 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hun’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if (lovernment do not think that the system of com« 
petitive examination is better than the sxstem of ^election that was 
followed previously? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 want the opinion of the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Opinions eannot l>e asked toi in a que^jtion. 


Crants-in-aicI to the junior madrasahs in Murshidabad. 

64. Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department l>e pleased to state — 

(a) how many junior madrasahs there are in the district of 
Murshidabad; 

(If) how many of them get Government grant-in-aid; and 
(r) the amount of grant-in-aid eaeh of them gets? 

The Hon'IHo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 1^. 

(b) 11 . 


Muhammadpur 

Per mensem. 

Bs. 

... 30 

Jhuuka 

... 60 

Shibuagar 

... 26 

Manikchak 

... 40 

Madaupur 

... 30 

Burdhanpur 

... 60 

Mahishar 

... 50 

Kanduria 

... 30 

Bharatpur 

... 26 

Shuikhdighi 

... 60 

lialgola 

... 60 
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Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hau’blc Minister l>e |>]eased ta 
state why f^ueh low Nunis have been granted as g^rants-in-aid to some of 
the junior madrasahs in the district of Murshidabad? 


• The Hcm’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: These sums were settled 
before I had anything to do with the dejwrtmeut. Possibly this waa 
made actwding to requirements. 


Mauivi ABDUL BARi: Will the Ihuride Minister he pleased to 
state if (tovernineiit < onlein plate iai»»in^^ the^^e jL^^rnnts at to a sum 

of Its. 5(1 in each caseJ" 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ve^: the whole s< Lome is 
ninho (“onsid(M'ation, 


Scheduled Caste representative in the Tippera District Beam. 

65. Mr. ilACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (o) Is the Hou’ble 
Minister in diui^re of the IMihlic flealUi and lioeal Self-Government 
Department aware tliat no re|»re>entative (d the Scheduled Castes was 
nominated to the Tippera Distriri Hoards 

{h) If the annwer lo (o| is in the athrmative, are the Government 
considering thr desiialdlit n of iiomniating a representative of the 
Scheduled rast«‘s to the said Hoaid in the future!^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) Yes. 

(h) The claims of the Srlo’chihMl ('a.^ti's will la* duly <onsidered. 


Voting by symbols in the Local and Union Boenls elections. 

68. Babu MADHUSUDAN BARKER: Will the HouMIe Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and lioc-al Self-Government Deqmrtment 
be pleased to .state whether the Government are considering the desir- 
ability of introducing ballot system voting bv symlmls from the next 
I.#ocal Board and Pnion Board election**? 


The Hon’ble Mr. $YED NAUSHER ALI: The matter ia under my 
conaideritioii. 
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Jatpaiguri District Board. 

67. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in char^^e of the Public Health and Local Seli-Goveniment 
Department l>e pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a tact that the dalpai^uri District Board has 

ap[»lied for a loan or advance of 2 lakhs of rupees for 
constructing^ two bridges over two hill riveis, Ghish and 
Chel; 

(б) whether it is a fa(tt that the said rivers and sites of the bridges 

over them are in an outlying and sparsely ]H>pulated forest 
cu 7 n tea estate corner of the district; and 

(c) whether it is a fact that the roads, which the bridges over the 
Chel and the Ghish pro]H)he to join, are closed to public 
motor conveyances and are calculated to l)enefit only the 
owners of jnivate motor vehi( h'<'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (n) and (c) Yes. 

(h) No. 

Bebu KHAGENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With reierence to (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the Chalsa Bazar Road which it is proposed to join the bridges over the 
rivers Chel and Ghish, is closed to taxis and buses? 

The HOfl’bie Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: It has been closed by 
notificatian under rules framed under tin* Motor Vehicles Tax Act. 


River Dwarka in Murshidabad. 

68. Mauivi ABDUL BARI: («) Will the Jlon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state — • 

(r) whether the river Dwarka in the district of Murshidabad by 
overflow cause destruction to the crops and properties every 
year; and 

(it) that the bunds existing have been wiped out by constant 
inundation ? 

(5) What steps, if any, d»> Government pro|K>se to take to prevent 
these grievances? 

TIM Mahanla tRI« •HSNDRA NANDY, tt K Ml wt M M 

(a) (if For « long time Uiere were embankments aieng the river Dwarka 
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erected and maintained bv the zemhuhtt.^. As a result, the river bed 
and water levels rose, until the zemindars could not maintain the 
embankments which were breached and left unrepaired. The result 
is that now the area suffers period irally from floods. 

(/V) Yes. 

(h) I am ud\ised that it is far better to alhiw the river to reclaim 
the low’ lands by silt de])Osit 1 lie restoration of the zcmtndari embank- 
ments will raise the river bed still turtber >o that aii\ breach will cause 
w’idespread havoc. 

Mautvi ABDUL BARI: Will the lion'hle Mini.ster l>e pleaaed to 
state if hundreds and Ilnuis;uuls of bijrhas of crops are d<»8troyed every 
year hy flood in the ri\er Dwarka!-^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimliaztri 

It may be that some harm is done to the cr()|>s now hut as 1 have said, 

I am advised that as the silt is de{H>sited. the land will fret hiffhor and 
hif^'her at every flood and ultimately rea<‘h a |K)int when it will not not 
1)0 suhincrffed and it will then be jKissible to f^row the crojis. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wiinhe florrble Minister pleuaed 
to fttate tl. ni ^le\^ til (lie expeit a(K i( that he has received, he will con- 
sider the desinibilit \ (d a(l\i«iiif,' that all tin* bunds uu tin* liver Dwarka 
should ls‘ ( ut awa\ ami tlu^ ii\er water Is* allowed to pass frcudyy 

The Hofi’bte Maharaja 8Ri8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazari 

I do not think it 'i> [>os‘,ihle to do that all at once, liecause that will 
mean deNtnietion <»f erof)*-! of a veiv lurfre area. Hut, as I have s<iid, 
w’e are follnwiiifr the policy of friadual abandonment of these bunds. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
slate if he is aware that tin* lands that are flooded by the river Ihvarka 
are very fertile and, therefore, no imprtiveinent is required by the siltinf? 
up of those lands by the flood of the river? 

The Hofi’Me Mtharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, ef Katlmbaiafl 

The advantag^e wduch is gained by the dcpr)«it of silt was not simply 
making the land more fertile but also raising the level of the land so 
that when the proper level is reached it will not be affected by flood. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mlnisfer be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the Collector of Murshidabad has 
received a largely signed petition to the effect that either the bunds 
be properly maintained or no portion of them be allowed to remain? 

Z 
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The Hen’hle Maheraja SRiS CHANDRA NANDY, ef KaaimlMiars 

I have no knowledge. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wlmt steps (Government propose to take to save the crops being 
destroyed every year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kastmbazar: 

It is certuinly uii fortunate that it is not jmssible for Government to 
abandon the bunds on the one hand and save the crops on the other. 
But as I liave already said we are trying to abandon the bunds in a very 
slow pMJceHs so that injury to the crops might be reduced to the 
minimum. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8HFKHAR 8ANYAL: (hi a inunt ol order, Sir. 
In answer to question (b) as well as to the supplementary question, 
there is no proper answer given by the Ilon'ble Minister. The specific 
question was “what steps, if any, Governinent proixised to take.” But 
the answer given is to the eflfect what should not be done. So my 
supplementary question i.s— whut is th(‘ immediate contemplation of 
Government to avoid this ratastrojH? on the crops? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbazar: 

The technical advisers of (lovernment have not l>een able to think of 
any device by \\hich it would In* jK^ssible to abandon the bunds and at 
the same time ]>rote<*t the crops from the licginiiing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the IfouTde Minister aware that 
’ is devastation it increasing due to an anicut constructed by the local 
villagers a few miles above the lionga bridge? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, Kaaimbazar; 

I have no knowledge. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the ITon’hle Minister be pleased to 
slato if the croi>8 can he saved by opening sluice gates on the bunds of 
the river? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimlwzars 

If that is a feasible pro^xisition and the cost not prohibitive, Govem- 
inent would have no objection to examine it. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the expert advioe 
received, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desira- 
bility of acquainting the local public of these facts so that they may 
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g«i reftdy for tkis kind of eventuality and not be prepared for bunde 
and bridges? 

Tht Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimhazari 

f Uiink that is essential. 

Iiicorroot rooord of Prooeedings— Dolay in anawtring Quottiont. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sunyal, you yesterday referred to certain pr»v- 
ceedings. I have made enquiries and found that the printer’s devil 
literally had been playing here. What hHpi)ened was this. When the 
proceedings went to the Hon’hle Minister, his Secretary or he himself 
wrote in the side column that something was omitted there and some- 
how that was incorjxirated in the pn»ceediugs. There was nothing in 
the nature of an omission whidi wa.s done either by the reporters or 
by the press hut certain remarks which should not have been there 
have l)een printed as a |Mirt of the speech. 

Dr. NAL.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know how that ])ortion which 
was intciTupted li> me g«»t omitted either by the rei>orUTS or by the 
press ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It could not he r<'|>orted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. In that event the matter could have 
been referred to me and it would have been possible to get it incor- 
|H>rated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The difficulty is that interjections and interrup- 
tions come in at such (piick succe.s.sion that at times it i.** riot i>f>ssible 
to record them. Some iM)fe to the effect that here some interruptions 
tcKik place would have been quite in order. Some statcmejit like that 
ought to l)e there. I admit that I did not notice it until attention was 
drawn to the fact that this was put as a part of the speech itself and 
was printed as such. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My difficulty has been due to 
the fact that the Finaiue Minister’s reply to my interruptions have been 
incorporated w'hile my interruptions have been omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall have a correction slip issued to delete that 
portion and to say that an interruption was made which was in»udiblo. 

There is another mutter which was referred to by Dr Sanyal the 
other day. I might say that so far as this department is concerned it 
IS quite true that a certain number of questions were lying in our 
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department for a certain period. That was particularly at the time 
when this department was eonsiderinp: the admissibility of cut motions 
on the budget or things like that. I think so far as the number of 
tjuestions is concerned there was never a time when there were not 
enough questions in the Government departments and I am prepared to 
quote the figures. Fptil yesterday 299 questions have been answered 
out of 5G7, so 268 questions are still pending with the department. 
So far as our department is concerned, all questions that have been 
received up to the 7th have Ijeen admitted and sent to the departments. 


Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of explanation, Sir. I 
do not presume to correct the view that has been taken, but I find from 
my record that the delay was not during the period when the budget 
cut motions were given notice of. There has been delay throughout. 
There has been such an enormous delay that it took months before one 
heard anything alwut the questions he put. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Quite so. I consider that delay is inevitable in a 
system wliere there is no rule for the members to send in questions in a 
regular order. Sometimes it happens that more tliau 200 questions are 
receiv(ul in a single day and inevitably there is some delay in consider- 
ing them. At other times they come in singly and slowly. At the 
same time you must realise under what pressure I have to work and I 
think the meiniHTS of the House know what amount of time the clerks 
have to spend in office on their work ; they have to work for long hours. 
The real point is whether there are questions pending with the Govern- 
ment which could have l)eeii answered earlier. 1 hope the members 
will realise the difficulties under which the questions have to be treated 
by the Assembly Department. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You are perfectly helpless then? 


Mr. 8PEAKER3 Yes. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Questions of December have not 
been answered yet. 


Mr. 8PEAKER; I am taking 8te})s. 1 might assure you that from 

the next session a certain amount of time will be allowed to the (Govern- 
ment departments within which the answers to questions should come. 
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DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

*‘37>~Education— General.” 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Mr Speaker. Sh, ifter a long 
time I open my nioiilli in supjxnt <)»e motion moved by my friend, 
Mr. Monmohan Das. In this eonneetion 1 would likt* to draw tlie atten- 
tion of the Ilouse to the motion moved by Mr. J. 0. Gupta on behalf of 
Mr. llasik I>al Biswas of the Couffress Group. In speaking on that 
motion I cannot determine what to do, because I belong to a group which 
is very diflident in their ojnnhin and their mentality. We do not know 
what to do with this cut motion, because it is based on a thing which is 
very vague. In these circumstances, I do not like to say anything 
ulout the motion rather I woubl Iik(‘ to oppose it. But I do not forget 
how grateful my conimunity is to (he ('ongri*ss Group f\>r their kind 
treatment towards the bui ki^ard community. There was a time when 
vv<' looked round us for help aiid nobody came foiward to help us in o\ir 
(IitHeulties and at the time of any enn'rgeney. A time there was, just 
two years ago, when >ou, Sir, as the Kdmution .Minister told us that 
Government could d<i imthing lor those who could not ludp themselves. 
Those days are gone and urn glu<l ((► fisid that the whole thing has 
changed. Moslems have come to <»ur resette, the caste Hindus liave 
<‘orne to our help, and on all Hides we find that ev<‘ry om* is willing to 
help the jieople who need lielj) ntost. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Partbulaily Mahatma 
ftandhi. 

Babu KHETRA NATH 8INCHA: (’ertuinly. Jti (his connection 1 
would like to put before the House the condition which my community 
is passing through. In iu\ (ommunity there are at least a croro of 
people in Bengal. The Namusudras alone nuinlKT 21 lakhs, Imt their 
literacy is (U i>er o-nt. Kajhanshis, tlje community to wiiicdi I belong, 
number alx)\e 18 lakhs imt its lilerat'v is not more than ‘U per cent.; 
next the Poundru Kshatriyas numl)er JO lakhs, their literacy is just 
2 per cent. ; the Bagdis numl)er T lakhs but their literacy is not more 
than 1 per ee^'t. This is tin* condition ()f th(‘ four big fjommunities of 
the Scheduled Caste jM*oj>le and not to sjMuik of others. Alxmt them 
what are we and the Cfovernment doing?" We have b(x*n pressing the 
Government again and again but bow' far have we realised our aim 
prospef^t of getting help from Government? Up to now we li*ive gr>t 
nothing from Government but promise, that is held out to us that they 
will come to Our rescue and raise us to the dignity of human beings. 
This cut motion is not one to censure the Oovemwent; nothing of the 
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kind. It itj intended to get some gestuie from Government as to how 
far they are willing to help us. To remove illiteracy of a crore of 
people the 5 lakhs that is asked for means nothing at all, but we want a 
gesture froin Government which will indicate that they are willing to 
help us, save us from humiliation and raise our standard of civilization. 
This is what is intended to ensure by this cut motion. If Government 
are willing to help us, we expect that they will give us a small amount 
and appoint a special officer to see how that amount is spent. I do not 
ftiiy that we want higher education from Govemment. The other day 
the Vice-Chancellor Mr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee told us that he is 
willing to help us but how far we do not know. We have always been 
neglected and up till now we have got nothing at all. So we have lost 
failh in everything; we have lost faith in ourselves. If everybody 
including the Vice-Chancellor of the University, the biggest son of the 
biggest father, is willing to help us, if they are honest in their inten- 
tion, if they are willing to help the dumb, down-trodden millions of 
Bengal, who need most help, then we should Ih' saved to society and 
humanity. 

This is the condition of our community, Sir. We are always neg- 
lected, but we are now awakened by the grace of God and also by the 
grace of Mahatma (iandhi, by whose grace in place of 10 we are now 
00 people here. 1 admit that* Mahatma Gandhi has looked to the 
Ilarijans bettei than any body else and we are not ungrateful to him 
for this, and we shall remember in our kindly remembrance all that 
Muhalrau GaJidbi has done for this degraded people who are being 
treated as nothing but cats and dogs. This, Sir, is the condition of 
our people. We want to get our real position in the society and in the 
civilization. We want to be treated as men and not as a thing or an 
animal, and to Injconie men. Sir, what are our needs? The Govem- 
ment will look to us, the University will look to us and every people, 
wliother Hindus or Muhammadans or any body else, — they too, must 
look to us that so many of God’s (Teatures are not to be neglected but 
treated as human kungs. Under these circumstances, we want higher 
education surely, and set'oudary education none the less, but what we 
want most is the jniniury education. For that we like to concentrate 
our whole attention. Sir, we are a race of cultivators, we are living in 
villages, far away from (civilization, far away from urban areas, and 
our people are dying of ignorau(‘e and unhealthiness. We want 
primary ediualiiui, that is the main thing, on which we ask Govem- 
ment to concentrate its whole attention. It is only primary education 
that can raise these down-trodden people from the darkness of their 
village , homes and from illiteracy and deaths. Therefore, I put this 
stress on primary education. I know that Rs. 5 lakhs is nothing for 
this purjK>se. When the Government is unable to make a scheme for 
the whole of the jtrovime to give free primary education without 



DEMAIW FOR GRANT. 


20 


1938 .| 

taxation, I know that Ra. 5 lakhs is nothing to bring anything to the 
people. Still we want that something must be done at this moment 
and not later than that. Therefore, I say that this is the time that we 
want to see that Government is really willing to help us in our need. 
In these circumstances, I do not like to say anything more, but I want 
to say that the former Government did nothing ftir us, and everybody 
looked down upon us and neglected us; and whenever anyone from our 
oommuuity raised his feeble voice, it was not heeded. Sir, this was 
the condition of former time.s, but time has changed now, and it is 
time that Government should realise the situation under which tlie 
Scheduled Caste peo})le are placed. Under these circumstances, I wish 
that Government should not remain in that position but should change 
its mentality. 

Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sir, 1 wish to say a few words 

only in support of the eiit motion of my friend, Mr. Monmohun Das. 
Sir, the iwlicy of Government is to safeguard the interests of the 
minority community, and to uplift those ixunmunities which are 
educationally and |,K)litically haekwanl, and with that end in view 
Government divided the whole Hindu coiiimuiiity into two politi<al 
divisions, — Caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes. Political and 
educational advancement and backwardness art* the basis 
and criteria of this division, so the policy and duty of this Government 
would h(‘ to uplift the scheduled castes educationally and politically. 

It is a well-known fact that the sche<lule<l castes of the country form 
1 -}th of the total j»o|iulation. So, Sir, we are not a negligible 
factor there, hut an impcfrtant factor of the community. S(», it is the 
duty of Government and of the advanced conimunitv also to mise us 
fMditically and educationally t<» the same position as the other advanced 
comnninitic.s so that \\c e an co-operate with them. We have l>een the 
supporters of Government, so we often boast of this Government that 
tlrs is a national Government and a tenant Governmeijt, but, Sir, bow 
can we, as supiKrrters of Government, give support to this Government 

until and iinle.ss we feel that something pntutical is done for 

the tenants of this coiintrv by this Government? From 

the budget estimate it will be seen that the total budget 

receipt of the province is Rs. 1-3,1 ’1,00,000 and out of this 
amount Us. 2,2o,r)r),000 has been given for Police Adminis- 
tration and Rs. 1,40,75,000 is given for Civil Works, and only 
Rs. 1, 42.00, fwK) is given for Education in general, and out of this 
Education Budget Rs. 28 lakhs is given for University Education, and 
Rs. 30 lakhs for s<‘Condarv education, and something like Rs. 35 lakhs 
only for primary education . Sir, what is the p4*rcentage of jKH)pie 
that receive University education? Very few; And the arnouat given 
for primary education is quite scanty and is a mere drop in the ocean; 
Primary education being the crying need of the rx)UDlry. The Hon'ble 
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the Finance Mioister, in his Ihud^^et speech, said : ‘*We shall courageous- 
ly impf)8e further faxes if necessary’’. I am sorry, Sir. that the Finance 
Minister is not (courageous enough to impose taxes for primary educa- 
tion and also impose taxes upon capitalists and landlords, who already 
amassed enormous wealth at the cost of the poor cultivators. The 
amount which is estimated for the Police budget will Ibe spent for ihe 
remuneration of some high salaried police officers and construction of 
buildings and residential quarters and for their comforts. The Civil 
Works Budget also will be spent on or misspent for the same purpose 
of construction of new buildings. Thus we find how this Government 
is practically quite indifferent to the interests of rural Bengal and to 
the people of this country generally. The budget estimate shows 
that me money estimated under the different heuuls will all be spent 
for the welfare and comforts of people living within the municipal 
areas. 

Sir, the j)oor cultivators arc illiterate. The total strength of the 
sicheduled caste population is l/oth of the population of the Province, 
and, this (iovcrinueni has given us only Hs. d0,000 for special stipends 
and Hcholarshiji.s to sclieduled caste lK)ys. In (‘onsideration of our 
numerical strengtli and ihe illiteracy of our people, this amount is 
entirely inadequate. With regard to primary education, the Prinuiry 
Education Act was passed so ,far back as in 1930. But Government 
have not introduced primary' edu(*ation on the plea of want of funds. 
Government are ready to impose taxes on the ]>eople in the shape of 
salt tax, punitive tux and various other taxes without caring i«)r 
public opinion, but, T fail to understand why in the case of primary 
ediK^ation Government should be so gracious enough as to wait for the 
opinion of tlie people of the country. If Government think that 
further taxation is necessary for introdming j)rimary education, Gov- 
ernment should not hesitate to tax the landlord and the capitalist 
Imt must not tax tl\e poor cultivators who are already heavily taxed. 
1 considm- tliat in consideration of our numerical strength and the 
vast illiteracy of our pco]de, this demand for Ks. 5 lakhs is not much. 
And wljeu tliere is a Special Ofliecr for Muhammadan Education, 
there is no reason why there .should not Ibe a special officer for t,he 
education of the scheduled caste pwple. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion of my friend 
Mr, Moil moll an Das. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speiiker, Sir, belonging to a cxim- 
munity which has a philosopliy which once captured the imagination of 
nearly Iwo-t birds of the world now being victim of adverse circum- 
stances, is in Bengal and in India classed among the backward in 
matters of education, I cannot but feel sympathy for the griefances 
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ventilated by the cut motion moved by my honourable friend, Mr, Mon- 
mohan Das. Although I am not in authority to speak on behalf of any 
one else besides myself, yet knowing the feelings of my friends here 
with regard to this matter as I do, I think I shall not be contradicted if 
I say that not only the Moslems on this side of the House but also 
t{^e Moslems opposite have the same sympathy as I have for the 
principle underlying this cut motion. There is no denying 
the fact that the gentlemen of the scheduled castes deserve 
the same sympathy and support of Government as the 
Moslems do. Sir, I believe that this Government which is mainly 
composed of Moslems and scheduled castes will do nothing that may 
not be liked by their siipfwrters, but will surely do all that their 
supporters, the Moslems and the gentlemen of the scheduled castes, 
may think should be done. Sir, in this connection, I would like to 
say that wc must not entirely depend on Government for our advance- 
ment. What Government can do is that they can create an atmosphere 
where w’<‘ can use o.nr ifidividiial efforts and determination to our 
advantage. I hoju* (joveniinent w'ill do that, but the real advancement 
and success lie not in any sympathy and support that may be coming 
from Government, iuit in «uir efforts and determination to improve 
ourselves. TIu* Vi( e-(’liancellor of the (hilcnttxi University had the 
cfjurage to lightly (disci vc \cstc?day that the Calcutta Thiiversity «lid 
not come here with u beggar’s 1 h)w 1. This is the right attitude; wo must 
by our own efforts and (let»Tmination try to improve our condition and 
for that we must «l(*pcnd more on om activity and wnll-to-do than on 
Government and on “iiniiar other sup|K)rt. The first thing that is 
necessary is that wc must shake off’ the inferiority complex. Sir, it 
will not Ih* ver\ difficult for us to tak<* courage and shake off all our 
intellectual lethargy if we study the (uiuses of our Irackwardness. 
History tells un that after the fall of tin* Mughal Kmpir© 
in India, the new comers to gain a foot-hold in India needed and got 
the active co-operation and support of that section of the people of 
India who are now* better ( ircurnstanced and are clas.sed among the 
advanced. Sir, as a result of the British policy of suppression of 
Muslim aspirations we are now* cla-ssed among the backward, in spite 
of the fact that we belong to a religion whir'h makes it obligatory and 
compulsor^^ for its followers, men and women, to acquire knowledge. 
Sir, the gentlemen of the scheduled castes are the victims of nearly the 
same cirt'umstances. They belong to a system of orthodox society 
which is known as Brahininism. This religious system has been 
depriving the gentlemen of the scheduled castes for ages of all the 
privileges that an average civilised man is entitled to enjoy. As a 
result of these hostile circumstance.s, they are now the untouchables. 
We must not feel that we are in any way inferior and we hold* that if 
equal opportunities are offered we can in a very short period oome up 
in line with the advanced section of our people. If it is true to say 
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that the salvatioi] oi Bengal and of India lies in a harmonious develop- 
ment of all the classes inhabiting India it can be said that the resurrec- 
tion of Bengal and of India lies in the resurrection and salvation of 
the Moslems and the scheduled castes. In view of this, I believe that 
not only the Government but every section of this House, will do 
everything that is needed for the uplift and improvement of tte 
masses of the Moslem end scheduled caste communities. 

With these few words, Sir, I accord my support once again to the 
principle that underlies the cut motion moved by Mr. Monmohan Das. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: The question may now 

be put, Sir. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not yet replied. 
Why should the question be put now? 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: The matter has been 
sufficiently discussed Now, the non*bl€ Minister may speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not^ think it has been sufficiently discussed. 
It was only moved yesterday. To-day only one speaker other than two 
speakers from the scheduled castes has spoken. So what I propose to 
do is to allow one more speaker and after that there will be prayer 
interval. After the prayer interval I will call on the Hon’ble the 
€hief Minister to reply. If he does not rise to reply, then the closure 
motion may be put. 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Mr Speaker, Sir. I rise to 
support the cut motion of my friend Mr. Monmohan Das. Unless the 
Government takes up the cause of this community, this community 
cannot improve. The Government has totally neglected the cause of 
this community. Last year, when we approached the Finance Minister 
when ho made a provision of Rs. 5,000 for the education of this com- 
munity, he promised us that he would make some arrangements next 
year, because the budget of that year was already done. But we ere 
sorry, Sir, this year he has only mode a provision of dO or 35 thousand 
rupees and certain sum for Muhammadans and scheduled castes, but 
I do not know, Sir, what is our share in that amount. Now, Sir, 
you all know that the members of this community are very poor. 
They can scarcely make provision for their fooding and clothing. So 
it is not possible for them to impart education to their children. 

Now, Sir, my friend has put this cut motion for only 5 lakhs of 
rupees for the education of this community and for the appointment 
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of a Special Officer. With dtie respect to our Muslim friends we 
say that the Government has made a provision of 6 lakhs of rupees 
for the Purdah College for Muslim girls, but what has our Finance 
Minister done for the primary education of the community who are 
80 poor and uneducated in comparison with other communities. TlUs 
community cannot be neglected Sir, it comprises one-fourth of the 
whole population of Bengal. Now, Sir, you cannot uplift a nation, 
unless it is educated, unless the lower strata of its i>opulation are 
improved educationally and politically. So, our earnest request to 
(he Government is that this amount should be set apart for our com- 
munity. This sum (5 Inkhs) is not at all sufficient for tin* education 
of such a large number of population of our community. This com- 
munity is negle(‘(ed, and 1 must say that our Government is responsible 
for the illiteracy of this community. Government should have made 
provision for the uplift of thi> (‘oimnunity. As the (iov(‘rtiment has 
done for the Muslim community by appointing a Special Officer for 
their e<lucation >o we also wujit that Government should make some 
provision for us and appoint a Special ()ffi(‘er for our education. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the cut motion. 

Mauivt TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have always 
K'en a wholehearted supporter of all reasonable claims of tin* scheduled 
cii>tes men, not only herause the Muslim musses ujid the scheduled 
castoh nias.se.«» slain] on the same footing, but also in the interests of 
natioii-lmildiiig. As far as we see, Sir, mir nation, our body politic 
is not giowiriy* on healtliy lines. If certain limbs of (he body are 
healthy and growing ([iiite .sati.sfactorils , there are other limbs which 
are lagging behind, and nothing i.s being done to feed tlio^e lugging 
limbs, ami unlesN all the difl'erent limbs grow in proportion together, 
we can easily reali>e, that it is not a healthy nation that is glowing. 

Now, Sir. this demand of the scheduled castes people to be treated 
Hpeciully is certainly a legitimate demand. They have already been 
treated se[»urat(‘ly on the piditical arena. They have been c.lassHil as 
Sf heduled castes. Sir. I think these peo pi- have submitted to tliis 
m.inenclature, because at the piesent time it is to their material 
advantage, but certainly the ideal should be that within as short a 
time as pos<,'ble these scheduled castes p€*ople should comt* up to the 
same level us the other communities of this Province, so that eventually 
there may be no necessit\ at all of treating them separately and umler 
0 .separate name. If our Government is really earnest in its professioi^s 
to help the backward t^mniiinities in matters educational, I think that 
certain bold steps ought to be taken in this matter. Not only 
wdieduled cai^es people but also other rA>niiiiuniiies that are backward 
in education should be treated specially. An, allotment of some 30 
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thousand or 50 thousand rupees annually for these people will not at 
|ill suffice. Only yesterday, Sir, the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 
University drew a very lurid picture of the educational backwardness 
of the Muslim community. From that it is clear that Government 
so Jon^^ has been failing in its duty towards the Muslim community. 
The Government has been equally failing in its duty towards the 
scheduled castes people. I therefore think, Sir, that the demand that 
has been now put forward by the motion of Mr. Monmohan Das is a 
legifimate demand, and should have the support of the whole House. 
They have demanded 5 lakhs of rupees. I think, Sir, that a com- 
preliensive sche/ne should be prepared. It may be that 5 lakhs of 
rupiuis may not be suflicient. Similarly the Muslim community also 
has its own requirements. Some 15 lakhs of rupees may be necessary 
for them. I think, Sir, Government should lose no time in making 
a comprehensive scheme and allot as much money as is possible and as 
may be necessary for giving a filip to the education of tliese backward 
communities. T want to draw the attention of the House to one aspect 
of the problem. In the lower stages of education, the Muslims and 
the scheduled castes people are probably not very backward, but as 
we go higher, we see that students belonging to these poor comnumitii*s 
full off arid eannot keep pace with tlio^e of oilier advaneed com- 
iniinitieH. Poverty of these (ommunitii" is the jirincipal reason. 
There is also another reason why in secondary (‘duration they are so 
very backward. If a survey is made of all the educational institutions 
of this province, it wull be found that in aiTas inhabit(‘d 
by these [mhif Muslim and scheduled castes (Uiltivators there 
ar(^ very few’ institutions, siicli as Middle English and High 
Schools, whereas in arenas inhabited by the ]iigher-ea>te people 
there is a large number of such institutions. Sir, I do 
not blame the higher castes at all. They liavi^ done their duty. They 
have established schools in their areas or villages for the benefit of 
their owm children. It mu.st also be admitted that these institutions 
confer great benefits on the poorer people of the country, viz., the 
scheduled castes and the Muslims who liv(^ in those area.s, hut there 
are certain areas wliere there are only tlu'se pour cultivators — Muslims 
and scheduled l astes peopl<‘. In those areas tlu'n* are no schools w'hat- 
ever, and wliut is uecessaiy is that these areas should i>ieked out and 
schools established there. Nowadays, there is a great desire for the 
advaiieomeni of education, and if Government come forward with help 
I think the local peojile will also he enthusiastic enough to establish 
institutions in such areas I think, Sir, that that is also a direction 
in which help is indispensably necessary. I do not like to say much 
cdore on this simple motion. I again say, Sir, that I have full 
sympathy with the object of this motion, and I give my wholehearted 
support to it. 

The House was then adjourned for 10 minutes. 
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After (idj our foment. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Hon’ble Mr. Fazliil Huq, will you speak nowP 

*Th« Honble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, I should like to 
speak if there is nobody else who wants to speak on this motion — 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 submit that the question 
may now be put, becfiuse we are all anxious to take up primary educa- 
tion. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED: Sir, the closure has already 
been moved. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMi: On a point of order, Sir. 

Even if you accept the closure motion, the llon’ble Minister in 
char^^e has still a ri^ht of reply. A closure motion does not shut out the 
Minister in charge of the Department from speaking. That I think 
to be the usual [)roce(lure 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ve< It does 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W<«take it that the llon’blo Chief 
Minister is not prep.tred to nqily imiMimicli as he has not as yet risen 
to speak. (Laughter i 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. no, 1 am going to 
speak. Sir, I Inu^t hegin hy otferinp my sincere thanks to rny friends 
of the SI heduled (a>t(>s tor hriiigiiig up this matter of Government 
policy in regard to educational facilities for tlie scheduled castes for 
dismission and for giving me an opportunity of making a declaration 
of the policy of (joveinment regarding the education of the scheduled 
castes and other backward clasHos. I am led all the more to make a 
few remarks on questiorih of general i»oIii\v, because I fiml that some 
of the speeches that have been delivered here have proceeded from an 
ignorance of real facts or from a misapprehension of existing condi- 
tions. 

Sir, I will state in the first place what Government have been able 
to do regarding the education of the scheduled castes and other back- 
ward classes, what they have been iloing at the present moment, and 
what they contemplate doing in future. 

Sir, the question before us may he considered from different points 
of view. The motion that .stands in the name of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, 
and which has been moved by Mr. J. C. Gupta, is of a *g®n®***l 
character regarding tbe policy of Government, but the motion of 
Mr. Monmoban Das rai.ses some specific issues. I will, therefore, 
reply briefly to the motion standing in the name of Mr. Eaeik Lai 
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Biswas, and then make my statement regarding the motion moved by 
Mr. Monmohan Das, 

Now, Sir, witJi regard to the general policy ptirsued by Govern- 
ment towards the education of the scheduled castes and other back- 
ward classes, we must consider the question under three heads; (a) 
grant-in-aid to schools started by the scheduled castes for their own 
benefit, (/;) free and half-free studentships in schools and colleges, and 
(c) special scholarships for students belonging to the scheduled castes. 
Over and above this, tliere are expenditures under the head of non- 
recMirring riapital expenditure — such as construction of buildings, 
construction of hostels and repairing of existing institutions. Under 
the first head, viz., grant-in-aid to schools started or managed by 
members of the scheduled castes, I must tell this House that up to 
now Government have spent a sum of Rs. 71,879 for general education 
of tlie scheduled castes and backward classes. They have also spent 
Rs. 9,250 on a grant to the society for the improvement of education 
among backward classes, Rs. 11,680 on a grant for training facilities 
of backward and depressed classes, and Rs. 3,312 on a grant to hostels 
and messes for Namasudra, etc., thus bringing the total (‘xpemlitiir^ 
to the figure of Rs. 96,121. 

Under the head of scholarships, 1 have to state to this House that 
there are 30 primary preliminary scholarships for boys of the value 
of Rs. 2 each and tenable for two years, which cost Government an 
annual suiii of Hs. 1,728. There are also titJ primary final schnlar- 
Jjlips for boys of the value of Rs. 3 each an<l tenable for two years, 
the cost being Rs. 4,752 a year. Then there are 40 middle sc holar- 
ships for boys of the value of Rs. 4 each tenable for four years entail- 
ing an annual cost of Rs. 7,680. Again, there are six junior scholar- 
ships of the value of Rs. 10 each per month tenable for two years in 
any college, costing Government Rs. 1,440 a year. 

Rs. 

(i Senior Si'holarships of Rs. 15 lor 2 ywirs amounting 


to ... 2,160 

1 Graduate scholarship of Rs. 30 for two years 

amounting to ^ ... 72tl 

2 Graduate scholarships of Rs. 30 for one year 

amounting to ... 720 

1 liuw scholarship of Rs, 10 a month for 2 3 ’^ears 

amounting to ... 240 


Total ... 19,440 
or roughly Ra. 20,000 a year. 

Mr. TULSt CHANDRA G08WAMI: Are all these meant only 
for sobeduled oaeteeF 
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Then for technical branches we have got — 

R«. 

• 2 scholarships of Rs. 240 per annum amounting to ... 480 

2 scholarships of Rs. 3(K) per annum amounting to ... 000 

3 scholarships of Rs. 10 a month for 2 years amuunt- 

... 720 

2 scholarships of Rs. 10 a month for 2 years amount- 
ing 0) ... 480 

2 scholarships of Rs. 12 a month for 2 years amount- 
ing to ... 576 

2 scholarships of Rs. 7-S a month for 4 vear.s amount- 
ing to ... 720 


ToUl ... 8,576 


or nearly Rs. 4,000 a year. 

So under these t\v(» lieud.s (ioveinmeiit have been spemling in scbolar- 
ahipK for the scheduled ( ustes u .sum of over Rs. 23,000 or nearly 
Ra. 24, (MH) a .vear. 

J do ri(»r for a moment mean t<» !Migge.Ht that this sum is at all 
adequate, but we have made only a beginning bv increasing iha^ 
number oi .scludarships amount inir ti> 33,000 for industrial and techni- 
cal institutions. This is only a licginning and under the head #1 
scholarship we propo.«*e to do more us 1 will tell you later on wheftlF 
deal with the motion of Mr. Monmohan Das. 

As regards the additional provision that has been made in the 
budget ot 103<S-30 loi the 'icheduled castes, I may point out that state 
scholarships have been provided under the High Commissioner for 
India in Knglaiui and the ultimate cost to (iovernment on this account 
would he Rs. 11,1(>2— 

Rs. 

Scholarships for members of scheduled castes 


amount to ... 29,160 

Creation of special stipends for girls of educationally 

backwaid classes amount to ... 4,560 

Educational scholarships for member of scheduled 
castes (Medical) ... 3,840 

Creation of scholarships for backward classes at the 
Jackson and Chittagong Medical Schools 

(Medical) ... 360 

0 


Total ... 49,802 
or roogUjr Ba. 50,000 a year. 
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Then there are the following extra facilities also proyided by Oov- 
emment for the students of the scheduled castes. 

Free-studentships in Government and aided schools np to 15 per 
cent, of their own eiirolmeni subject to a minimum of 2. . 

Additional free-studentships in Government colleges up to 5 per 
cent, of their own enrolment subject to a minimum of 2. 

Reservation of 3 seats in each of tlie two training colleges at 'Cal- 
cutta and Dacca. 

All these special measures are in addition to the ordinary facilities 
which are equally open to all classes including the children of sche- 
duled castes. 

I may mention in this connection that many of the facilities which 
have been given to the scheduled castes were inaugurated during the 
regime of the present Ilon’ble Speaker of the Assembly when he was 
the Minister for Education in Bengal. I am only following in bis 
foot-steps and carrying out the policy which he had laid down some 
time ago. 

Then there is one principle which I may mention has been the 
guiding principle of the Government in dealing with the education 
of the scheduled castes students. It is tliis: that in grunts-in-aid, in 
scholarships and in other matters we treat the sclieduled caste com- 
munities as coming under the same rule which governs the educa- 
of th(‘ boys of tin* Muslim community. Wc mak(‘ no distim tion what- 
soever in grant-in-aid rules and capital grant to schools between the 
students of Muslim communit\ and student^ ()f the sh^eduled ca.stes 
{•ommunity . 

Now', Sir, my friend, Mr. .1. Gujita, was reaiiing out to this 
House tlie expenditure, provided in some of the other provinces in 
India, for the education of the .students of the scheduled castes. As 
regards other provinces, I can at once .say that on figures we do not 
compare unfavourably either with Bihar, U. P. or any other l^rovince. 
If is in Madras only that the figures are higlier and the Reasons I may 
point out to this House: in Madra.s, at any rate, up to only a few 
months ago, boys belonging to the scheduled castes were not nllowed 
to read in ordinary public schools. The result was thak the Govern- 
ment — not the present but the past bureaucratic Government — bad to 
start .separate institutions for the students of the scheduled castes and 
maintain these institutions at public cost. The number of public 
instituiions mainly reserved for scheduled castes students is roughly 
9^393 ahd the strength on the rolls is 364, lub which cost Government 
nearly Rs. 93,000 or a lakh of rupees. In Bengal, however, the con- 
ditions fortunately are different. Students belonging to the scheduled 
castes can read in public schools and colleges along with the students 



belonging to other communities, and there has been no need for start- 
ing seperate institutions for the boys of the scheduled castes. I there- 
fore contend that if we take into account the amount that is spent for 
the education of the scheduled castes students in all the educational 
institutions from the primary stages upward and add to that the special 
facilities that we are giving to the students of scheduled castes, the 
total amount will far exceed that of any other province that spends for 
the education of the scheduled castes students. 

Sir, it is not by comparison that I want to justify the policy of 
Government. I freely admit that not enough has been done. I said 
last night that if the bays of the Muslim community and the boys of 
the scheduled castes are backward in education. Government cannot 
l>e absolved ot blame for not taking up the question in right earnest 
and solving the problem at whatever cost to tlie public exchequer. 
Hut just as the various cominiinities liave awakened ti> a sense of 
responsibility, (bjvernment have also awaki'iied to their sense of 
re.spoii’'ibilit \ t(. the students, particularly of those communities who 
Irom vuri(tus circumstances are unable to help themselves. It is there- 
fore the declared policy of Government to do their utmost for the 
education of the Muslims and the scheduled castes in order to bring 
them on a line with the other advanced communities in this country. 

• 

Now, Sir, I may mention that in the scheduled castes community 
itself, there have been public-.spirited gentlemen who have given all 
their lives’ earnings and belongings for the cause of education not 
merely of the scheduled castes, but for the education of scbednlW 
<*astes and all other communitieH inhabiting that particular area. I 
may mention ^ere the name of one gentleman of revered metm>rv who 
was a personal friend of mine, Hhagal lfal<bir of Hakarganj in village 
Agarjari who gave all he had. He begge<l from door to door, started 
schools and ho.stels for all communities and up to the last day of his 
life he did all he could for the advancement of education in his own 
area. If a community can produce men like Bbagai Haidar I do not 
think that the schedule caste people have any cause for despair when 
they have got in them the same mettle as the boys of other communi- 
ties. If they are only given special facilities, I have not the slightest 
doubt they along with the students of the Moslem community will soon 
come into liiie with the other advanced communities and the figures 
which my eateemed friend the Vice-Chancellor read last night may be 
reversed and instead of 21 per cent. Mussalmaiis 79 per cent. Hindus 
we may have 79 per cent. Mussalmans as against 21 per (‘ent. Hindus. 
The day may come and let us all hope that I may have my revenge <Tn 
the Vice-Chancellor, the noble revenge, of making my commualty and 
the scheduled caste community come into Hue with the other advanced 
communities in India. 

4 
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Babu KSHETRA NATH 8INCHA: But Bhagai Haider’s school 
has been disaffiliated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am just coming to that. 
1 am going to tell the House what I have done. Bhagai Haider’s insti- 
tution can never die. Everything else can pass away but the good 
work started by Bhagai Haider can never die and long before this 
motion was tabled I asked the educational authorities of Bakarganj to 
put up a scheme for making the hostel and the house pucca and what- 
ever the cost may be I give this promise publicly in this House that 
I shall see that all the houses are made pucca and a permanent memo- 
rial is raised to the memory of Bhagai Haider. (Cries of hear, hear.) 

I know that at one time there was an officer who used to be called 
the Special Officer for Muhammadan Education. That gentleman is 
still alive and when we were boys w'e used to look upon him as a very 
superior being who was an authority on all questions relating to 
Muslim education. There is no reason why there should not be a 
Special Officer of the same type to look after and advise Government 
on questions relating to scdieduled caste education. I may tell the 
House that I have asked the Director of Public Instruction to suggest 
the name of an officer belonging to the sclieduled caste, already in 
service, ^^ho can be put on special duty as a S])ecial Officer. 1 hope 
to create another new post, and for that a scheme will have to be made 
out, submitted to Finance Department and then passed in the Cabinet 
and through the Public Service Commission and then the appointment 
is to be made after the salary is voted by the Legislative Assembly. 
All these will mean delay. I want to take prompt action. I ask the 
scheduled caste people to name a suitable man and 1 wiM appoint him 
immediately; so you see that I have already taken action regarding 
the appointment of a Special Officer for the education of the scheduled 
caste. 

I come to the other point of my friend, Mr. Manmohan Das, namely, 
the necessity of a capital grant of Rs. .> lakhs tor the spread of educa- 
tion for the scheduled castCN appointing a Special Officer for the said 
purpose. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Another twenty-five minutes. 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Have got anotlier 
speaker to my left? I won’t take more than 2 minutes. 

My friends of the scheduled castes will remember that some time 
ago, n|»rly a fortnight ago, I had a conference and I suggested to 
Qiem tliat it would be very useful if w’e had an Advisory Committee 
(or suggesting schemes with regard to the spread of education amongst 
the scheduled castes people. What I have decided is to have three 
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such Adirisory Committees, one for Eastern Bengal, one for North 
Bengal, and^nother for West Bengal. 

Mfi M* 8HAM8UODIM AHMED: Nothing for southern Bengal? 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Central ami Southern 
Bengal go up to the sea and 1 have left it for the opposition. A list 
has been made out and the list that 1 have got has been divided into 
three parts like this and I have added some more names as nominees 
of Government. My reason for having three divisions is obvious from 
the fact that the conditions in Western, Northen and Eastern Bengal 
differ materially from one another. In Northern Bengal I have con- 
centrated most l>erau8e there the number of scheduled castes people is 
high. However, I hove got three committees to be appointed for 
advising (TOvernme?it regarding the scheduled caste education. I 
think the Special Officer who is going to be appointed will bring to 
the notice of Government the complaints of the schediiled ca.ste people 
regarding the spread of education amongst their ho}s. 

Now ( oincs ihc ijiicstion of funds. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Von are going to have committees 
of members of this House? 

Th. Hon’bi. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes; s('beduled caste 
memlter'' of thi.s Hou«m*. If any other suggestifui is given. I am quite 
w illing to alter it . 

Dr. J. M. tiAS GUPTA: W h\ not inchldc a specialist along with 
tliem ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no objedion If 
there is a suggestion tJiat a specialist slnmld be appointed and if that 
is acceptable to the members of the scheduled caste itself, I shall be 
guided by the members of the s< beduled castes w ho are b<Te. 

Regarding the necessity r»f n capital grant of Rs. 5 lakhs, 1 may 
say at once that I acu'ept the suggestion and 1 propose to bring up a 
supplementary demand during tlie July session. It is not the five 
lakhs alone. ^ If the •Special Officer and the Committees that we are 
going to appbilii suggest that more need I»e spent, more will be spent 
and I say this with a full sense of responsibility because I feel that the 
students of the scheduled castes require a.s imnli encouragement ns 
the Students of the Muslim community, 1 know froni jjigrsonal 
knowledge and personal exp<'rience the disabilities and disadvantages 
of the scheduVed caste students. They are exactly in the same posi- 
tion as the students of the Muslim community. After all the provin- 
cial revenues do not belong to any particular caate or community. 
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They belong to all and they must be spent judiciously for the 
betterment of the condition of all the component units wf the popu> 
lation of the province. Therefore I accept the principle of the motion 
in toto. I am going to have a Special Officer; I am going io appoint 
a Committee and as regards money, I am going to spend not only 
Rs. 5 lakhs but more if needed. I congratulate my friend Mr. Mon- 
mohan Das on having brought this motion and on having done so 
much for the members of hk own community. 

Mrt MONMOHAN DAS: The Chief Minister has touched my 
heart as he has taken a very sympathetic attitude 

Mr, SPEAKER: You can't make another speech. 

Mr, MONMOHAN DAS: 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion. 

The motion of Mr. Monmohaii Das was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

The motion, standing in tlie name of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, moved 
by Mr, J. C. Gupta, that the demand for Ks. 1, ’13,45, 000 under the head 
*‘37 — Education — (jlenerur’ be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and 
lost. • 

Mr. GIASUDDIN AHMED: 1 beg to move that the demand for 
Rs. 1,33,45,000 under the head “37 — Education — General" be reduced 
by Rs. 100. (Necessity of making primary education free and com- 
pulsory without fresh tax upon the agriculturists). 

SPOT, House 4 SPOT OT ^ "STOT 

OT cisn SPOT TO «nf*i c^, ott* 

tTOPt, House -aw \ OTTilt SPOT 'TOT 

WTOJ Pit ^ COT SCOT fW ^ =0" COT 

snuT^w ottot sctc^r OT?t crow c^sj^ cotc 

•OC^R. C^ C^ TTO — C^ flC^ 

«renOT, e cot^ cutcot, ot ^ srtwnt cotc^t isi ot ot wcra — 
8tri(f*wf»nir ot oti ott* spot^ ot froro al w 

HIh SIKIh^ SPt3^ C^FBK^ CTOC 5WC5R[ tax COT^K'R, 

froi COT? f?OT? ^ OTRT? 8T?T Sift? mc^ fCR nOT COT? tax ?OTT? ^HOT 
iCOT?CtR «(Tt? C^ tax ?OTT? S[f®?H ^f?C^l ?af? f?C»t? COT? 

OT fOT^F? C? ?OT C»TTO1? OT 8n? ^ OT? 8nC? OTI? tax « COT 

FTfnC? C^«?r ?? OTC«l OTi ^^cheme OT?* ?f?«ro ?C^ ?T?C? ?r a?^ <« OTT 4l 
C?, SlPlfW P5T CTO ?C?^ OT f?OT? f«Ci? ?Ttl> 8<I!PC cot? 



1938 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


39 


a «rTOT mf*w 

cficicfs^ 4 c^fRiTR CT :4t^iw ^ =nr, ^ 

SW^ W(^ «IRR C4l«lti!5 fR*(T ^ R — OTITr® «(TOT ClfW mentality 
al scheme PRTTO 1 fW«R SRHjr co^ f?F C^TTRll. I5TTO CitnX 

5^. «Rm ^FT»r? TO ^RTT wRnori ^ ftm *aw 

«W«fRJ76? Vf. ^tfsi RF5 enquii^- C'^TTOS t*tn[ TOR RTTRR «R>fr 

RW TOR TOi::5r RTOnrC^ R *t7 «RT ;>0 5R tCRR ^l TOR ht'lCWl^* 

•RRi =nt I <9^ ?c8rr <k8tt? jot sifiy srtohr. tor \ atR, ^TO[C*( 

TOfW f’TO TOR TO SRrs^? sn^illRC*^ f>*niT 5R C5R dUI^H TOR TOT OTT 

RTO C’RTf*^ ^RT TOR C^Tft> RTf? *n^l TOR TO ait 

TOR ^TTP? SORT R»t 1 6T*ra CRT CTOl RTR fTO TOTO TO^TRlt 
^Ci^TO TOR I a^ TOTR OTOT TO a^ RRft R 

t*cr RRCST ^ TOR Sn? tax TOR TOR «JRR JR5R 0f»t TOlt 

fft*RR 4 '( 5 »C^[RCW< ta \ TOR nRR^r I a< RRT CVRTO tor «nTOT TO 
?R iFR«T TORT R *R ^WR TO. CT^ CTO*! RTR f?R TOT TO TOT 

*Tr5TR RRR , CVlJ^ f?RR I CTR? ?[f*T Ui X TOT^ fit CTfRl CTCR 8 CWR 

RTR tilR vTO TO TO*R ^o3t RT^RS RTR i>5T RT^ TO! f \?*R 

tax TO^ f? TOCa TOR JTTfiJ TO TOl at TOT «RRTl «tf»t «IR a?3r 
W RTTO TO. STPR atct^ff RTR ^TRT aRfClR. 5^. aft Wltf ffRm fff. 
^mr fff aro ait cro sni^ TO TOtT«. ^crot fffr i bcff n^R?* a f ca;; f ff 

froflRR R arror f1^ TOf ^TCR \s»orahly 05 R05 nrtf — CfTTO Wnf rC Hf 8RT 
ar^ttf-ff ?»RT 3tff3tJR- « fnrTTOTR' ^?RTf Wfl iPURTI ftTRT WT ffff 
5TM7f ’Tf ftR f^t^Rfiam TOT «rr*RT R afcviafl rt^ Rii it Ti g tm . ftro TOt 
TO fCfT 5tTR, a f^«TT^6 «tm R JjHHfRf ?n? fsRT TO aT»rff^ fTflTO^ 

€ fTR f? 5R RTR , at atCRTOS fS^R *t:*n« fTRR etTRR 

TOT RUR TOfiisR tfT toVt? rtto TORf fT I at afy j ^fe ffw[ CTOT frrci 

^tTRf mm R[ af5a;;;tt5 ?rt ?rt ctor \ 

at ftrtf TO®R TO^i ftro tro TO, aero rtkI^ rto aft r wt cro 

RTIR wrcf CTO SR RTO tTOiR TO 1 CTOR fTfT CTO IROR fCfT »tWitT 

«R, CTO^CfW •RRRtT ha 9R. CTO RC^ fT ;&0 CTOt CTO a« fRn 

t^? TOt Cf OT»r RTO TOf CnclCf ’Cfft CR CTO? CTO TO TOCf C? CTR? JOT 
« StTO TO TO CTO? CTOC^ f>tt^ TO I 

CSttTO aCM^ftr CTOt CTO CTO CTO TO CTORl TOTR? ttfitBC SpHI 

TOR? Sn? f^OfT CTO «gRT ?fC?? »TnTO TOR? ■teSTO TTO? TO TO 
»T?CC JCTC^ tf I ?Tt«n‘ CTO ^P 5 TO fnfro? TO TOT CTO ?f*T TO? 
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KtTJ <Rcr ^ oiRt«i To'^^ch -Mi 

1CT 10^ ' i r finnii ^ n ^ ^ ^ii ifpi? ^f*PF ici 

W? IKsrr TO*II House 41 WJWI fwi 414 

^ ^ «(r«yrra« '^ihick* ^irro C4c:i 

«(p(C4l — “fIC4I H«*Tt«R[ IW WHITO aT«t ^ HI!’* er*TWI WTI T^ 

T4VKr5 swriST «CTC4, f4I^*nE «iI‘^dT< 401 «ni4 TOC®[ ^[TT*( o’UHft TOC C55TI CTOI 
C< T 8 Tro nTtl CC CT^«m fI4CC5 SkT^I ^TOTS CTOJTI ^WCT C41IW 

CCC dT'5 fC^r4CI ®I^515f^^4CTCC CTCTOTC^sr^ 2n^TH4 t*rcr 2Pf5^ 4HT Cn 515 IRT 
C5^ TOT froj CCf^T 4l^*5C*C SP^H «IT^ Cl 5^ ^ rCC4 CCT Cl CC 

5*rra ^fctar I>T4T ^\ 5cf<c«i f>T4r — . aTOT5 ctort wt^ to =Tri cr^srr :ccc 

Agriculture fCST^ Wr4 ^TO*W CCTI5 CTh S’TTOT fCWTTTO i^HiI S^I 5l4l '611HC5 'TlCI, 
fCTOTO 5RT etc C4Tf& C4Tt& 5T4T «RII1CMI f*TO5 TO5 CfTC^ CTtSlT CCCTO 

•arc ce^T ce c^ro sttotkcIi to 9Rt cto 5t4t nreir toc cr cc(>t ente e;;;cro nrfi 
cri aMet TOT etc ctot tec^r ctc cce to:?t e'ale'^stsTRF er^srr vim cce 
isnutec t*rcT ^rfesfe^ w ererTOTii^ RFiec^ cie, crtcto, *P 2 i*trffe ^rfe cerjf tew ere, 
4cnyT CTR CTORT erl i ero^e ^ife ermerTO toc ^e^rere ;4i5tc ^^rcerer 
fee^leTO'^serle toc ce at^’a^t^ tcrerce. ccC at^ja^t^ croe ^rrere awrree 
arc ccT^ tcei 

al awrejT wre erfi^ ferae, ec ferae er a^acre feraree awre to, ai^ er^ar rerae 
af 5 ^ SRarererae awrei cw If^a^c^' re awre e*al»jaseTl sea 4rerce aet ereat^ 
CTTOT acre;^5 cefarefe ra awre^ tea 5 aa 1 a^ a^aerree er caferaree awre i fe?^ 
crere al awrree froi — caala^ a*=acTe cct 4 re rene a^acre rew errar rerae rro 
tauTO ^eiert ere a^ er i al aasre ara era ertare aew a^acre arefec fact feer 
TO arc C4iew arere i TO<it toto awre aerro e^ arei'^e"te aaro ere^ ae e^e 
gr im e d SPTO al Hou.e a to toc erti ratce 4"re;cae tc ccaarc! TOqa 
eae RTe*te crar — rote ecTerer TOieja arree aei^aae tacr ae^ rroe efaerra rea 
etc c^i ane aet ra^^ ranr^ raretcrae rerral arej^a ®n^ arer a^Taele fero Rre^ 
caa rerra terro cerear rearo^ rarerci to towt toit Rrelecr ait eit. tc^ 
are6 re toit rtcItot arw er— aero rare cw" art i TOir.^tae ai tee 
JTOlero ace rroatci TO?irt at aratea fact eixar ccra «[fa ace tow c«ir 
arroe i erfe to aro ter^ Rt eri arte a;e; torttto at car TOa cfiri tro ert 
ft. etc TOerer feroe erwfec eeaa rror^ ctc, feroe at^ifefe fcarre gTaerrce 
etc c4i 4 45 ei air 4, ^^eerce rarea eta araerer teeria 5re crera acerrer 
craetCTO acrait at aasre ara to cc6it \ at spto eta tohtit ara CTO;cg 
ame tocc erciaur »a!TOc e*?rtcci tot cIxW anrea, to ar»a ac»a fm^cei 
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l93iS.K‘ 

^ *fCH4 flWHOT, CROTT?, SRJTTiyTf 

^ OT fTWi «(r?RHr WK^ ®RT 9*Tf?F tor i wtorr 

CH)!P[1 «nw C^Fd? 5FfW|[, TOS=(, Sf^. 5 TfH — C^«T 

c^fOTi ^rrfsr c<i«iU — ®fr*RT?T <9^ wi^ w^\ hihh^* 

^F^cfTS SKM? Siso *rr=Rl9 f»rOTa1 *ic5rH?( wd«dm SR^nroi*!? T»nir¥< cfiro 
SR? to*t ^PTR OT I «ntsr Sfr afMT^ ^teslt i tod< s'^ntonrt 

cw fw«F? 5Tte nrc?! SRmnrn 5^ wtq ^ =(Ti srnrr <rto cww 
^ crr*nTO *i?»todC5 a^rf^ fcto cwc^ f*niPF«n sth mi 

(5 ^ *<'.**( 3(rfsr eliallango C^TOT mt? C^Wd^ •ni r*d*F public 

meeting C^RT? C^ im'eting >9 &T5 Sim®! <ifflC5 ^Td^R 

C^. — ©((Th *rw ^ ^<C<! I ( hear, bear ) f’TfliRTt 5T(C^ RFSR C¥TCl; 

^ C'RT? SRR srmm ^dmt mt i cTr’Rrm ^T»t sr*rr s!*m**( fmw 

cmtR. mrmt ^ ^rfir tonst — ot mfv ^d*« 

toR JdTOi mm «fT?RTt to? m:? m m S’t? mm cmr* 

^ ?r;;to f':7t yim m f^T;t to5 •tro m iim to 5tot srfu atm m :r*t9(m emu 

mr^ 1 

I Mr. Speaker at tins stage vaea(e«i tluM hair ami Mr. Deputy Speaker 
oecujued il > 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, before I entered into 
the subjei 1 matter nndei discussion, 1 mu.st make it clear that ni} 
intention i,s not on]\ tn oppose* the imition of ni\ friend Mi. (liamiddin 

AlniM'd but to ittter some suggestions witli regard to the* jioliey of 

Go'eiiiiiient in tlie matter <d piimar\ education. Sir. tin* vmy \v(»rd 
taxation raises piejudnc in one’.s mind, and the illiterali* ma»H 

shudders at tho vei\ i(b‘a ot taxation. AVe, the Helf-eonHtil uted leader#, 
are anxious to capture the imuginution oi the people and tlie (exploiter# 
are loath to ojhmi the e\e of the exploited, and the (iovmniiient find 
It 'er> c onvenient to det<*r the aiivamcMiient of edm*ation for the inuHUHtiH 
like all other unixonunerative seheiiie.s. 1'he education (a*K8 i# 

pnmaiilx ojiposed h\ the landlords directly, and h> some jampb* at 
their instance indirecll\, and lastly h\ a seetion of the peojib* who 
profess theins* !ves to he the ^ole guardians of tlie tenant.^. It is a 
patent fact that tlic* lumlloidM do not fi*el the neca*ssit\ for mass educa- 
tion as they have sufiieicnt inean.s to educate thedr ehildrco* in towns 
and in costly iiistitiiticins. Ibn, Sir. are they not inorally hound to 
ameliorate th** ccuidition of thedr t<*nantH in all u.sjmc'ts of their life— 
moral, eccmomieal, social and educational r' It in, a pity that fiengul 
lamllords who have been macie the guardians of the teeming rnilliouM 
1*,' a stroke of pen of the Purliaiiient so far back as in ITib'l have 
lamentably failed to discharge their duties and*obligations that were 
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incorporatefl in that Magna Carta. People of the state were not 
lianded over to the landlords without any conditions whatsoever like^ 
so many chattels but reciprocal rights and obligations were created by 
that valuable document upon which stands the vanity of the Perma- 
nent Settlement. Over and above that, Sir, the landlords’ portion'of 
the education cess is nothing in comparison to the culpable defaults 
they have mode during the last one century and a half. To those of 
my friends who profess themselves to be the sole guardians of the 
tenants, my request will be not to allow the patient to die on the 
question of settling the doctor’s fee. The Congress ministries which 
claim to have advanced ideas and programmes have not yet been able 
to introduce free and compulsory primary education in any of the 
seven provinces without taxation. So, iny sugg^'stion is to proceed 
with the scheme underlying tlie existing Primary Education Act until 
a better scheme is evolved. I^est I may be misunderstood I must 
make it clear that I am opposed to any taxation whatsoevei upon the 
already overtaxed people, but, Sir, 1 make no secret in saying that I 
wisli to have primary education forthwith and without delay under 
any circumstances and sit all costs. It is h<*ttei’ to have an amount 
'ear-marked for this purpoM^ than to dciK*nd upon surjdus of other 
resources, and what is this cess aft(‘r all. Th(‘ average tax of the 
Bengal tenant vari<‘s from Its. 10 to its. ‘20 a y<Mir, and as such the 
cess that is to Ik* imposed upon him will vary from 8 annas to on** 
rupee or so, and in return the tenant will get the education of their 
children up to the primary standard without any cost whatsoever. 
May I ask, Sir, is it at all unaccei)tahl(‘ to the tenants and uneionomic 
for them. 1 leave tins (iuestion to the dis])assionate consideration of 
the memluM's of this House. 

Sir, the universal cry for primarv education has not Ikcen enough 
for tlu' ( loverunient to take up (he matter with that zeal and earnest- 
ness that it deserves. The Bengal Rural Primary Education Act was 
pas.seil so far ha(‘k as the >ear HKK), and that may lie said to be the 
first otiicial recognition of the popular demand for primary education. 
In s])itt* of the fact that the Act was wanting in one of its most 
important demands, viz., making it compulsory, it was hailed by one 
and all not hecause it satisfied the |)eo]de's demand, but Wcaiise it 
was the first step towards this direetion hy the (lovernment. Every- 
one in this House knows how the operation of the Act was shelved for 
the last seven years on the plea of economic depression. Tt is all ven,’ 
good to hear. I w’oiild have admired the Government for the sympathy 
and eonsideration for ill-fed and half-clad masses, but what then we 
fend to our surprise. A number of taxation measures W’ere mercilessly 
adopted during \\ h ^ period and taxes were collected conveniently 
forgetting the monstrous economic depression hanging over the 
ricketty shoulders of the Bengal peasants. Even under the present 
popular ministry. Sir, some old temporary measures of taxation are 
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going to be made permanent, and this very fact proves that the present 
Government also is not altogether opposed to fresh taxation. If that 
be so, I do not see any reason nor any justification on the part of tho 
Government to raise the plea of economic depression and opposition to 
education cess when it is admitted almost universally that primary 
education cannot be introduced without any taxation whatsoever. If 
the Government can ignore the opposition of the people in other 
measures of taxation, I do not see any reason why the Government 
should raise such a plea in the case of education cess at all. 

Sir, having realized the crying needs for primary education, and 
having admitted that it cannot be introduced without taxation, I do- 
not see any reason wliy the Government should wait for voluntary 
application for imposing education cess in the districts of the province. 
This faltering attitude of the Government in this respect is viewed 
with suspicion that they are not at all earnest to introduce primary 
education in the ]*rovinc<‘. If they do .so tliev must plink up courage* 
in both liands and push this scheme Ixddly and fearlessly. The 
Hon’ble tin' Finance Minister made a statement that free primary 
education vith its comi)iilsorv part will Im' introduced in Bengiil, in 
the course of five years, and 1 hcjirtily congratulate him for the state- 
ment. 'I li(‘ ray nf liopc that was raisf*d by the statement must be made 
to be felt ;i> mid-da\ suns])inc l»y the^ declaration of a definite ttnd 
exhausti^c ]>olic^ on tlo' Hoor of this House, Nothing less than that 
will salistN the long <’hciishc(! ticsire of the p«*ople and the demand of 
this Ifouse, 

( oming to the actual ligtjrcs 1 (‘annot but chtiractcrizc tin* provi- 
sion (if i lakhs of ru{Hs*s for j)rimar\ (‘ducat i(in jk grossly inad(*(|uato- 
and incoiiip.itihlc with the •.tatement lil the H<in bh* tin* h'iniince 
Minister 1 he additional grant (»f o lakhs will n<»l la* (*nougji for my 
distri< t of M>niensiiigh alom*. tioveinmenl mtisl liave i'eali/(‘(l that 
the amount a\ailahlc h\ taxation will oiiU l»c a fraction of the entire 
cost n(‘c('ssary for the purpose la‘t us take a concn*te example. In. 
my district, .Sir, education i-c.sn will only fetch 9 lakhs of Hupecs, 
whi('h amount will not b<* sufficient tor .starting seliools that w'ill be 
necessary for the introdin tion of fm* primnr\ edneation, not to speak 
of compulsory education, which will ic(|uirc at least doubl (3 the 
uumWr of .sclnxds that will he ncce.ssary under the voluntary scheme. 

€ hnv<* alr'»ady started 1,700 schools, and we (‘xj>e< t to start 900 
schools more within a month or .so. But I fear, Sir, that it W'ill not be 
possible owing to the .sianU lesources at (nir disposal unless the 
Government come to our re.scue in this matter, 

(The member having reached the time limit resumed his seat.) 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to support the mdt!6ik 
moved by my friend Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed. T cannot understand——— 
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lir. SHAH ABOUR RAUFs On a point of order, Sir. May I 
know why Dr. Sanyal stood up to speak without having the permission 
of the Chair to do so ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Aftab Ali. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: Sir, we represent labour in this House, but 
unfortunately 

Maulvl ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sii, ii is pi aver time now. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House ^tinnls adjourned for 15 
minutes for i)niver. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 


{After adjournment.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hnd that there is a very large number of 
“Speakers wlio are anxious to speak on Primary Education. I do not 
want to curtail the debate. If neces.sary, I propo.se to <lose this de- 
bate at 7-15 p.m., instead of at 7 p.m. J proj)()se to give five minutes’ 
time to each speaker, so that some more members may have a chance 
to speak on this subject. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, viil y u gne me ten minutes’ 
timey 

Mr, SPEAKER: It is very difh<ult for me to oi)]igt* \ou. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: Sir, I was ill possession of the House before 
adjournment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No I was in pos.session ot the 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 am in possession of the House. (Laughter). 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rose just to 
fiupiKirt the cut motion moved by my esteemed friend Mr. Giasuddiu 
Ahmed. 1 was suriirised, Sir. to find that on a vital question like 
this tiutre lould lie any difference of opinion at all. I hope my 
friends on the opiKisite will not take this as a political clap-trap but 
will devote their attention to an imfiortaut problem like this on its 
merits. I had during *rhe last year’s budget debates drawn attention 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


45 


1938 .]: 

to thf fact that, if we exercised a certain amount of judjrment, Pri- 
mary ,^udation could realJy he imparted with very much less ex- 
penditure than is now contem{)lated. At that moment I had not had 
the time to go into the details, and the Hon 'hie Education Minister 
asj^ed me to hand over to him a note framed along those lines. T 
liavt* to-<!ay^ handed over to him a note prepared by me 9 years ago, 
when, in connection with a certain proposal of extending Primary 
Education in the district of Murshidabad, I asked that District 
Hoard to undertake the task with the minimum possible expenditure. 
Since tlien. lots of things have been written and said. We have had 
]»efore u.s tor the last few montlis a very valuable do(‘ument — I mean 
the leport drawn up bv cininent educationist^ under the guidance of 
:Ma}catma (iaiidbi at Wardha. 'I'be riiaijinun of that rommittee was 
no less a ]>erson than Dr. Zakir Husain, and on that committee there 
wa-N also a Professor of lhc‘ Aligaih Fi»iveisit\, viz., Khwaja Suiyi- 
dciii. Tliat Pomniittci' rcf)()rtc«l tliat Primary Education could Im* 
iinjcaited in an in<‘\petiMvc way in the lural areas if the \ehicle of 
education instead ot hcdiig what it is now' with rc‘gttrd to the three 
H’s. is (hanged, and cducalioti as (‘arried on through c‘ertain selefted 
crafts The esscuic e of that 'Sc heme*, Sir, that education, if sound in 
its principles, should he iin])arted through some craft or productive 
work, which would jincvidc the* nucleus of all tlie other instrtiction 
proMclcd in the s(ho<d, 'Diis craft,* if taught efficiently and 
thoroughh. should eiialde the school to pay largely towards the cost of 
it- te.iclang staff’ It is theieupon said in the |{<*j)oit that this self- 
-upjtciting aspect of the scheme wuts actuallv examined with respect 
to tfie craft of hatidlooiu indtistry and it was ciilculated tliat if the 
State undertook to take the products done h.\ the scliocds, the scdiools 
C'Uihl be \er\ siilcstanl ial!y made sedt-support ing. That is one aspect 
ot the cjuestioji which io*eds careful examination. 

I want to examine this (juotion from another angle of vision. I 
found from m> expt*rience that in the rural areas there is a 
lot <•! wastage which takes place lioth witlj legard t4) the amount of 
iiKiiiey ^pent actually on the administial ion of the schools as well as 
on iris]*ection. If we cc)uld enlist non-official co-operation in spreacl- 
lug primary education and if we cciuld get students ot ccdleges to go 
rouml the villages and start primarv selicnds and deliver (‘oiirses of 
lect ures on various things on -smie well-planned scheme of adult edu- 
catnui. and if at the same lino* we c-oubl g.O hedd <»f High SehcK)! 
teachers to help in the matter of inspection, tlien, I lielieve, w'e could 
save a good deal of nmnev that i- now spent cm inspection, and could 
spend tbe same profitahlv cm flie in'*! itiit ions themselves, 1 had 
actually made an experiment along these lines in the distnict of 
Murshidabad for a number of montlis. Hut after some time it wa« 
felt that the Department of Edueutiou conbl not allow further in- 
treafe in the number of vSclidoD be<*ause their inspection staff was not 
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properly equipped to cope with the increased number of schools in 
the area. Since then nine long years have elapsed and Government's 
outlook has considerably changed. Under the new circumstances, 
with increased non-official co-operation, it is possible to give primary 
education to the villagers at much lower cost than what is ordinarily 
estimated. 

I find, Sir, that there is a good deal of heat generated over the 
motion of my honourable friend simply because he has asked that 
primary education should be made compulsory without further taxa- 
tion on agriculturists. There cannot be any proposition more honest 
and straightforward than this. The agriculturists of Bengal, are, as 
we have several times demonstrated, already overburdened. They can- 
not even ))ay their normal demands for existence. Agriculture has 
ceased to be remunerative. On the top of that, they have to bear the 
extra demands by way of rents and various other demands of maha- 
jans and cesses of other institutions like the union board, district 
l>oard, etc. Tf you ask them to bear any further burden 
for educ!ation, this will be almost asking them to choose between 
education on the one band and taxation on the other, and if you go 
to the lairal areas and ask them whether they like education with 
taxation or education uithout taxation they would undoubtedly say 
that they do not want education if taxation is inevitable 

(At this stage the member having reached the time limit resumed Ids 
seat.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: T ])ro|>o^e to allow 5 minutes to each speaker as 
I am trying to accommodaii* a> man\ speakers as i)ossible. 

Maulana MUHAMMAD ABDUL AZIZ; 

Primary -sftoiT 

’tic? J>rmarv pmnaiy tax 

^ without tiix •3 <RrT 1 ^[Th tax 

JTtR tax ^ 

Minister tax 

•dtSWsM 1 constituency 5 *E<(T 

— tax tax 4T 

4T JTR, without tax ^ ^441 

4nf, ^TTEiir tax CTO' •ru — fro 

iTOE tax >a«R ^sfror 4r wfx — cctz 

rc4 ®[TEER4 tax TO4T4 I5TTO \ 4<81C%4 

tax C*rrff^f4 '^1441 1^5 1 4^4 *rTt44l 44 tax 444 

TOT' primary education 5Tf4If 
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W!t*C fT?( ’ft? I fro&TJ ^ W C?rr8(ff l Primary 

f>w n «ir? W^c wra *(wt ^it toc swra 

C5t ^rrr«R 5(r — wtR c^it 5rc5i:*’( t<vi4ivfti ^enroc «tito 

CTTO a?p§T n?WT« ^ =m wb:=w wmr 

o^ i 8i<'^M[c^C4 ffr CTO TO *n^w c^ic«ct^ cwc^ C4*r fro ptot OTI tWC4 
^HsiHu^ i g wl*tve — ®iT?[ 4r?r fro ot *0^ tnr^^i 

a(lt*( «lT»tr ^ TOW> iSMTO ^5C4^1 TO «C;4 ^Tts[ C*R tA^xt'S 

old fecheme raadrasa neglected TO TOCf I oitK4« TO'Prt? 

5TITOT ?Rrr 5115^1 ^ CTvfT CTOfjR TOF5 (5T^ CUTO STO; CTTOT <34^ TOT6 

nllCOtt 4Tl ®(T? 'flu's! 4^ proceed ingyi <3 «^ihi 4 *n54TC??r speech TOT >5?; 4T^1 
aiTTO TO’T ORTFn 4*r4r 4T^TO C4TC?lCf — <51CH4 speech TOT TOCf 1 ( voice.s 

of interruption ) C^ 4f31 fHCSf'^ 01C5 clap r®fC?tT 0 l*i^r 
STTTO 4fWt Proc«eedingfl <3 *nf«l CW TO' TOTl ^poke 

in Bengali >9 tf? then I will sjieak in Engli.* h # 

41X811 Reporter ^THT^ C^lt^RT 4TX41I4 c4lf8ljit I <9<(C4 ^NHI4I ®UHl4 4if®f 
neglect TO4 — ( loud laughter and noise ) ®TTO bUtiC® ftXCafSfCU^ 

4f®T hw ^fwiiT arPTT ^1 

TOCTO *ral»tCTOT*T«tC4‘' «R?TO JPfTOft . ^^TOT m 4TXTO CTOTTO TO«t;fTO 
jTTOTT fW CTtrfH’nCf 4Tf4^ TO4; ffTTO? OTOTOTTO TO^ 

4 TOp 


Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the provision of free and 
compulsory primary education is of great national importance. On 
the satisfactory solution of this problem depends the all-round progress 
of the peasantry of Bengal. In this respect, the opposition has an 
important role to play. In a democratic .state, the opposition always 
assists the Government with their con.structive suggestions and I shall 
invite the opposition here to render the same assistance to the Govern- 
ment as expected of them. 

I shall request them to refrain from indulging in unnecessary and 
irresponsible criticisms of the Government. Sir, it is urged that 
primary education should be provided for the province witliout taxa- 
tion. If thib were possible, I would be the first person to welcome 
this and who is there who would not? But none can seriously contend 
that in the present state of Provincial Revenue it is a practical pro- 
position. Sir, I am the Vice-President of the District School Boand 
of my district and I have had an opportunity of coming in ipfimate 
contract with the people of the district. From mv experience I can 
definitely say that the people of my district are prepared to have free 
and compulaoty primary edncatioii at any coat.* So far as I know this 
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is also the public opinion in mallT other districts. I shall request 
the hon’ble members of this House not to indulge in idealism that 
free and compulsory primary education is possible without imposition 
of the cess but to face the problem in a practical manner. When the 
peasantry of Bengal is prepared to have primary education even Jby 
payment of cess, one should not mislead them by raising false hopes 
in their miads that they would get primary education without any 
taxation. This may. be good propaganda on the part of the oppositioj 
but this will not be conducive to the interest of the nation. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Spend the jute duty. 

Mr« 8a Ai 8ALIM: The Hon’ble the Chief Minister who is also 
she Education Minister initiated the policy in tlie course of his budget 
speech 'last year that he would introduce free and compulsory primary 
education in a district if the M.Ii.A.’s representing that district would 
intimate to him that their district was prepared for the imposition of 
the cess. Sir, this was a practical approach to the solution of the 
problem and I am glad to note that free piimary educ'ution has already 
been introduced in the district of Mymensingh and similar orders have 
already been passed with respect to the districts of ('hittagong, Dar c a. 
Comilla, etc. It is 8atisfacto;-y to note that Government has provifled 
an additional sum of Rs. 5 lakhs in the Education budget this year. 
I take it that tliis sum is only by way of supplementing the cess 
receipts for this year. It has been said that this sum is absolutely 
inadecpiate. But I shall request the hon’ble members who hold tliis 
view to remember that tliis sum has been ]»rovided only for this year. 
I maintain if a greater sum would have been provided, it would not 
be jiossible to spend the sum. 1 owe some explanation. The present 
Goyernment lias adopt(‘(l the scheme whieli you formulated when you 
were the Education Minister. On the basis of tliat scheme my district 
wiir require a sum recurring to the extent of Rs. 10 lakhs. But the 
cess receipts will not exceed 6 lakhs so that mv district alone would 
require another 4 lakhs from tlie provincial revenue on the ba-»is of this 
calculation. Bengal wull ultimately require about 60 to 70 lakhs from 
the provincial revenue when free <ompulsory primary education is 
introduced throughout the province. This year only the distriit of 
Mymensingh will require assistance from the provincial revenue, as 
the system has been given effect to only this year. And that district 
will not require so far my information goes, more than 2^ lakhs from 
the Government. The districts of Tippera, Chittagong, Dacca, where 
ftess has been imposed cannot introduce free and compulsory primary 
educafrion till next year, because one year at least is required for 
surveying and planning. Therefore those districts will require 
financial assistance from the Government next year to supplement their 
cess income. I hope* the Government will be pro¥iding the sum 
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necessary for the purpose next year* I* shall conclude, my speech with 
this request to the Government that in view of the fact that their 
position has been misunderstood; the Chief Minister should clearly 
tell the House that he has undertaken to supplement the cess income 
of the districts and an increasing sum will be provided in successive 
years with a view to have ultimate provision of an additional sum of 
about 60 to 70 lakhs that may be considered necessary. 


(The member having readied the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, it is easier to sjieak tor five- 
hours than for five minutes on this difficult subject. In my five 
minutes I shall not try to develoj) any theory of taxation. When I 
was an official, in my unregenerate days, as part of iny duty on two* 
or three occasions I drew up schemes for universal primary education 
for the province; the lowest figure of cost I rememher wa.s 2| oroyes in ^ 
addition to current expenditure. The schemes I should explain are 
still there, thou^^h the schools are not. We have in Bengal schools 
enough for the education (tf the children if they were properly distfi* 
huted and parents took their children to them. It may surprise many 
in this IIoust» to be told that Bengal has about three times as many 
elementar\ or piimary school** a.** EnglamI and Wales. Jn ray own 
(ountry elementary ediicalimi is compuls(p*y. Everyone goes to school, 
so there are 5 to 6 million diildren in some 21, OIK) schools. In Bengal 
there are, I suppose, about two million children in over 60,000 schools, 
and the average per school work** out to between 30 and 35. There ia 
plenty of space in the schools foi the children who want to go to them^ 
but our chief difficulty at tlie nioiuent is to get chil<lr(*n to go and 
persuade their parents to send them. 

It is necessary to have a drive of some .sort, and I am glad to find 
that our froveninient has begun such a diive for edmatioii not mnly 
through the legislation that exi.sts, hut in other ways. Many schenpidil 
are at pre.sent l)efore the public in India, anil I could say a great deal 
about them. Let me sa\ w-ithont further comment that I raywdf am 
not impressed by the proposal that tiny children in tiny schools whould 
by their labour earn the cost of their education for which apparently 
their parents are unable to pay by their labour. I do not think that 
is a sound basis on which a system of primary education can bo built 
up. 

Other provinces have some peculiaritv of system. We have none. 
Burma manages its primary education chiefly through its religious 
organisaiton. In the Central Province** they have thought out tho^ 
rid^a matidir, which would be not only an endowed school but a ^entre 
of village improvement in many ways. In Bengal I suppose the 
Permanent Setjjement would stand in the way of anything of the kind. 
In the United Provinces, I think I have read, t^ey are trying to helj^ 
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out their education by a fiystem of quickly teaching people in the 
villages who do^.not go to school How to read, a quick method of making 
people literate, India should have a fine system of education for all. 
"That is due to its dignity and its worth. JBut the spread of schools 
oomes slowly; and mecinwhile it is necessary for its own reasons that 
democracj should make as many people literate as possible. Is it not 
in our power in this province to do something in that way to help 
out our primary education for the time being? There are hundreds 
and thousands of educated young men roaming about our villages, 
eating tlieir hearts out because they have nothing to do. There are 
thousands and millions of people who do not know how to read. Why 
ahU^d Government not sj>end a few lakhs of rupees and by small grants 

•eTnj)loy those young men in meeting this need and 

* 

, ^ (The memher having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Mr. M. SHAMSUODfN AHMED: I rise to lend my wholehearted 
support to the motion tliat has been moved by my friend Mr. Oias- 
uddiu Ahmed. Sir, you have allotted only 5 minutes’ time to 
each sj)eaker and as Mr. Wordsworth was siiving 5 minutes is too 
short a time. However, I will speak only for a very few minutes and 
in doing so, 1 shall quote cerbiin pass4rges from a speech that the now 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hikj delivered on the occasion when 
the the Hon’ble Ivliwaja Sir Nazimuddin, the then Education 
Minister, piloted the rrimary Education Bill through the then Legisla- 
tive Council. Mr. Ea/Jul Iluq said to-day this cut motion refers 
only to the fact that the agriculturists of the province should not be 
taxed, V)u( that lefers to the taxation of all : (Mr. Tulsi Chandev 
Goswami : Well that was years back.) 

Mr. Iluq then said ‘*We have ne\er iiiatle any secret of the fact 
that I Hm bitterly opposed to the Bill not because I am less anxious 
tlian even the IJon’ble Minister himself, to see a Bill introduced for 
primary education in Bengal, but because I feel very strongly that 
to tax an over-taxed people even on such a measure is an act of 
absolute cruelty to the teeming millions whose interests are in our 
aacred trust. I have always felt that it is the duty of the members 
of this House to think seriously before they saddle Bengal with a fresh 
tax amounting to Rs. 1 crore end 25 lakhs”. liower down he said 

think it is absolutely iniquitous on the part of Government to 
saddle people with taxation when they themselves are not coming for- 
ward to contribute their quota. Where is the country in the 
world where the civilized administration does not think it to be its 
..paramount duty to provide for the education of the masses? It is 
said fchat zemindars make no contribution to the problem ; enough. 

But what about the responsibility of the Government itself? opiuiot 
And the n^oney because there are so many highly pa^ officers 
who are suo|:ing thq liie-blood of the nation like vampires, and 
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we bftve therefore gotr a deficit budget. Sir, it is a disgrace to the 
civilieed admimstration that to-day we are faced with the necessity 
of saddling poor Bengal with a tax amounting to Rs. 1 crore and 2^ 
lakhs”. With all humility, Sir, I have alre<idy said in the 
h^inning tliat I would not make any long speech. But I would 
only remind the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, who is also the 
Minister for Education, that the speech he delivered then, even ^^se 
words still ring too true now, and it is really a fact evisn now that 
you cannot tax an over-taxed pwisantrv. and that the agriculturists 
of tlie country are unable to bear any sort of extra burden. You will 
aay where can we find the money, but, Sir, Government have provided 
a suns of Rs. 2 crores 25 lakh-^ for the Police. You ojin find some tjMJHey 
from that source or from any oilier souiee it only you like. Sinc^ 
the time that you said that um caniuit tax an over-taxed people, by 
becoming Education Minister and (^hief Minister your responsibility 
has ennanced a hundred-fold. But, Sir, as I have said T do rfot 
want to make a speech but I only refer to his promise to-day that he 
has made to my .scheduled caste friends that he will bring in a supple- 
mentary grant of Ihs. o lakhs for theii edmation. 1 hope, Sir, Inat 
we Avill soon hear him .sji\ing on the floor of this House tliat "the 
agriculturists of the province are o\ei -taxed and therefore I will bring 
forward a supplemenUiry demand to the extioit of Its. 1 crore and 26 
lakhs.” Sir, my friend Mi llauudnddiy sa\ti that this no-tax primary 
education is a propaganda by zemidar.s and others who prolmhly ally 
themselves with zemindars. Therefore T hope the Khan S^ihih would 
agree to what Mr. Kazlnl Iluq saol on that ^^ccasion. Without making 
any furtlier .speech I will say that the words which Mr. Fazlul Huq 
uttered on that octwasion — those w’ords are true even to-day. Therefore 
with all humility T would ask him not to impo.se an equally ini(|niiou» 
sclieme on the poor (ax-payers of this province to-day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The llon'lde Mr. .\. K. Fazlul llnq. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it appears tliat two 
or three members still want to speak. Therefore I need not perhaps 
reply now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I prof>o.se U) do is to close the debate on 
primary education now, but I am not closing the debate on education 
itself. After that one or two ireneral matters which have been brought 
to my notice, such as reformatory schools, labour matters, Madrassah 
education^ and Youth Welfare — on these four, speeches will he 
allowed an^ after that I will close the debate. 

Tht Hon’bM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is no use reading 
ont from a speeeh which I may have delivered, Jbeoeuse I always break 
6 
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my promise made in a moment of irresponsibility, and the speech read 
out by Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed was delivered when I was in opposition 
and then the opposition seldom tells the truth, as is well-known ! 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Those who tell the truth always 
tell Ihe tnith. 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. 1 am myself strongly 
opppsed to any taxation whatsoever being imposed on the people of 
..Bengal for introducing primary eduwition. I admit that throughout 
the elections my election-cry was that if I am in power or if 1 get an 
opportunity I shall try to intiHwluce primary education without taxa- 
tion. Then when we formed the (Coalition Party we made it the 
pledge of that party primary education shall be introduced without 
taxing those who are unable to bear the burden of taxation. Now, 
Sir, having given that pledge and holding the view that I expressed 
when the Bengal Primary Education Act w^as passed, I hesitated long 
before I put that Act into operation. May I point out to the House 
that on the occasion when T delivered that speech^ the matter was 
pressed to a division and every single Moslem member of that House, 
every elected representative of tlie scheduled caste, voted «)lidly 
in favour of the motion for the imposition of taxation for primary edu- 
cation and the opinion was so overwhelming in favour of the 
Bill that, although I delivered that speech, I w^as forced to vote 
in favour of the Bill. I hesitated because I thought that some scheme 
could be worked out by Nvhich we wuld iiitroiluce primary education 
at a minimum co.st, prolmldy without taxation. But then, Sir, 
I waited in vain. Schemes were submit te<l to me but some of them were 
fit only to be sent to the Director of Public Instruction in Utopia. 
Then, Sir, 1 luid to make np my mind by myself. Everyone told me 
that primary education must he introduced immediately and the 
problem oould not await further attempts at solution. I was therefore 
faced with two alternatives, either to wait and receive suggestions 
for the purjHmo of having primary education without taxation or to 
start in primary education on the basis of a cess, and chose tlie latter 
alternative, beaiuse I felt convinced that there was a universal demand 
throughout the country that there should be primary education and 
a demand fix)m the majority of the people that there should be primary 
education even at the expense of the imposition of a cess. Now, Sir, 
my friends who talk so lightly of primary education without taxation 
i'eally forget the realities of the problem. We have got aboujt a lakh 
of villages in Bengal. If you introduce primary education and start 
one school on an average in every village — and there are villages in 
some parts of Bengal, which are so big, where oommunications from 
one part to another are so lacking in effectiveness — that we should have 
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to staTi at least 2 schools in such villages. The number of schools 
that we ought to have in Bengal would then amount to 1} lakhs. 
And if you spend about Rs. 300 on an average per school then you shall 
have to incur an expenditure — taking into account the capital expendi- 
tuje and the ordinary equipment grants — of something like between 
Rs. 4 to 5 crores a year. Therefore, consider the magnitude of the 
problem. Can you depend entirely on private charity or on the taxation 
of one section of the pwple to raise this huge amount ? It iiiay l>e that 
in course of time some scheme may be developeil, but at the present 
moment it is not correct to say that the cultivator does not pay for 
the education of his children. What is the amount that the Act re- 
quires the ciiltivaUjr to pay? 

Three and a half pice pcT one rupee of the janid he has to pu\ . If 
a man pays Rs. 10 he shall have to jwiv annus a year. Is it not kiu»\yil 
to the inenilKus of this House that a <‘uhivu(or Kp(‘n(ls more than eight 
annas for the education of his lH)ys!-’ If lie has '2 or 3 l)oys h(‘ spends 
very much mort‘. On this particular j>oiii1 I have collected certain 
figures. Recently I asked foi figures tor (he districts of Diuca and 
Tippera and I found that as inueii as Rs. l,33,(KI0 in l)ac( a and 
Rs. 1,48,000 in Tippera were colleeti'd in the shape of fees from primary 
sebool boys. Over and above this, everyom* knows that Ikivs have to 
pay sgmethiug in the shape of tobacco amd jhih to (lie t/urus and also 
viushti. Therefore, I submit. Sir. that e\en at (he luesent moimmt in 
those plac(‘s where the tax has not Immui impos'd, the cullivatitrs have 
to pay som(‘ kind of voluutai> taxeft in the >hap«' of fV(‘s for educating 
their Iwys. Thend'ore, it i.> no innovation l<> ask them to pu\ 3)1 ])i<'e 
for every rupei* of the jamd. 'riiis, theretore, is the position, namely, 
whether you will >vuit till some sclieme wifliout further taxati(»ii is 
matured, or whether you will start immediately and have juimury 
education with taxation. If at any time a scheme is found workable 
which can lx* implemented as a practical Hcheiue without taxation, I 
for one will not he a party to the imposition <»f the primary edu<*ution 
cess . 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Why not make it compulsory? 


The Hon'bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HIIQ: Education cannot lx* made 
compulsorv unless it is made available to the people of a |M*rticular^ 
country. It is no use compelling a cultivator to send his son to sc1kk)1 
unless you can provide for him free primary education. You rausf make 
it free beforq you make it compulsory. We have not made it compul- 
sory because we ba^e not been able yet to introduce free primary educa- 
tion 
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Or. NALINAK8HA SAflYAL: But the tax will be compulsory. 

The Hon’ble Mr.^A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the Primary Education 
Act itj in Engrlish, and any one wlio understands English knows whether 
the tax is compulsory or not. 

Now, Sir, up to this day 13 districts have got District School 
Boards, and in four of them education cess has been imposed. I have 
taken htejjs to have School Boards established in 5 more districts, and 
if all goes well, T hoi>e, by April 1939, we wdll have primary education 
introdnee<l in full in at least 12 districts out of the 25 districts in 
Bengal. I hope, this will In* a good fK'ginning. I would ask my 
friends in this House to reinemlMu that this tax i.s not l)eing imposed 
as a matter ot vengeance taken by the (lovernment on an unwilling 
people. It is a sheer necessity which eompels Government to go on 
with taxation on the basis of the eess provided for in the Primary 
Education Act. Sir, I wish to say onv word regarding the Vidya- 
mandir Scheme to wdiich a referenee has been made. So far as I am 
aware, no other province' hut the Central Provinces has Ix'cn able to 
introduce any scheuu' fur introdiu'iiig primary education without 
taxation. As ri'gards the Vidyamandir, 1 have ln'tore me au issue of 
the neNNS])aper “Si'rvant of India’, dated the 3rd lM*bruary, of Patna, 
\indeJ' the lieading “(kinipulsory Education ' tiom wiiicli one gets the 
impression that the Vidyamandir Scheme has not Ix'eu altogether a 
siK’cess and the* write?' eoneludes his arlielc willi a \M>r(l oi caution and 
says that Provincial Governments would do bi'ttei to lace the fact that 
univ(*rsal primary education can only he advanced by taxation. They 
will h<' licttci' utilising their time and opfiort unity in extolling the laws 
of taxation, instead of appealing to the jiuhlir for private charity. 
Ministers will do better to secure popular suppoU to tlu'ir taxation 
prupi)sal. lie i> no irieiid ot universal priiiiar> education who depends 
on jirivate charity tor education. Here b the whole case in a nut-shell. 
I am not and I have never l>e(‘n in favour of taxing anybody for the 
puT’post' of introducing primary education, tar less taxing the cultiva- 
tors. Hut at the present moment and in the ]>resent cireunistances, I 
have no other allernative than to prefei in go oii with the introduc- 
tion ot primarv (‘dmaition on the basis »d the imposition oi a tax under 
the 193(1 Ael, because 1 have not Ihmmi able to discover a si heme which 
1 can accept as an alternative ot (he heme provided foi in the Act. 
1 say once again that if a workable .scheme is put up before me, I will 
not only consider it, but I will get it examined by non-official experts 
an<l if 1 am convinced that that scheme leads to a practical solution of 
'the gigantic problem, I assure the House that I will withdraw the 
taxation imposed under the Act and adopt the alternative suggested. 
But I do not think, I should allow the country' to remain any inore in 
illiteracy and disregard the warning given by the representatives of 
the people in this House to introduce primary education at the easiest 



1938 .} 


S6 


DEMAND FOR QRA^. * 

possible opportunity. What I have done is that I have consulted the 
members of this liegislature coming from particular districts. After 
all, each M.L.A. is responsible b) his own constituency when he says 
that primary education cess should l)e imposed, even at tlie risk of 
inf]posing a fresh taxation and he says so with a full sense of respons- 
ibility, because he has to account himself to his own constituency. 
When a responsible man comes forward and siiys that he wants a tax 
to be imposed in order that we may have primary education. I do not 
see anj reason why I should hesitate on luy part, although I have 
been thinking differently. It is for this reason that I am proceeding 
on the basis of the advice given to me by the members of this House. 
Wherever I have found that the memlKTs of the Jjegislature are willing 
to bear the responsibility lur llie introduction of primary education on 
tlie basis of taxation, 1 have at onee acceded to their demand, and 1 
want to proceed on the bu'iis (»t that policy'. Therefore, the position Is 
clear. We are not liesitaiing, \M‘ are not putting off matters, but we 
have taken up tlie matter entirely in our hands. We have started 
school boards in Id distriils, and are going to have 4 more in other 
districts, and us I have said, l)y April 1939, we may have primary 
educ^ition inlKahu eil in us many as 12 to 15 districts in the jtrovittce of 
Bengal. 

Sir, much has Ikhui said about the provision of It.s. 5 lakhs. A good 
deal of misaj)pr(dienMion exists about that. Kivi* lakhs for primary 
education is ludicrous. It is not 5 lakhs whicli has been provided for 
introducing primary education in Bengal. Government already j>ay 
over 25 lakhs a year for helping primary education through distriit 
boards. This 5 laklis allotted in the budget is for the improveuient of 
the scheme of primary education, and the real policy of tlie Govern- 
ment scheme is the raising of money by taxation and Government 
supplementing the nec'cssary money tor carrying on this scheme into 
practical effect. 1 may mention, Sir, that apart from the cess fund 
w'hich has l>een provided by (jlovtuninent we have made a start ni lour 
districts by providing Ks. Ttl.OIM) in this hudg<‘t, the ultimate oNjuunli- 
ture for these four distiicts alone coming to Ks. 18 and ochl lakhs. 
And more money will have to be found, as time goes on, and the cess 
is imposed in the very near future, for the other districth. bveiy- 
W’here the cess realised will be insuffi<’ient , and (lovernment will have 
to supplement it by contributions fixiin jirovincial revenues. Iherefore, 
it is a misnomer to say that five lakhs has Wen provided lor lor the 
purpose of introducing primary education. Sir, 1 submit for the con- 
sideration of this House that it is not that we are not at all in sympathy* 
with the object which Mr. Giasuddin Ahmad bus in view, but ia«Bpita 
of my ardent sympathy with the object, I feel constrained tf> differ 
from him in practical application. I cannot accept it as a practical 
proposition to wait and see for some scheme to crop up. T cannot afford 
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to wait. The demand for primary education is coming from all quar- 
ters, and as 1 said in the speech on that occasion, it is a disgrace that 
in Bengal there should not have been a consistent (Government policy 
towards the introduction of primary education, and that we should 
have allowed all these years to roll by without really having anything 
done for the introduction of primary education. I am going on that 
basis, but as soon as an alternative scheme is found out I will give up 
this cess, and go on with the alternative scheme if that satisfies really 
the wishes of our people. I have got nothing further to add. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed tliat the demand for 
Ms. I,d3,4'),00() under the head “37 — Education — General” he reduced 
by rupees one hundred being then put. a division was taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES. 


AMul Khifi ■•ha«ur Ijrtd. 

Afeiiil Hakim. Maulvl. 

Abdul Malld, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid. Mr. dyad. 

Abdul Wahtd, Maulvl. 

Abu Nouain larkar. Maulvl. 

Abut Faial, Mr. Md. 

Abmad All Mrldba, Maulvl. 

Ailmuddla Abmad. Mr. 

■anarjaa. Dr. lurath Chandra. 

•anarji, Mr. P. 

•antrjl. Mr. tatya Priya. 

•annarjaa. Mr. Manaranjaa. 

•arma. Sabu Prtmbari. 

•arma, Mr. Puipajit 
■arman, tabu tbyama Praiad. 
•arman. labu Upandra Hath. 

■mu. Mr. lantMb Kumar. 

■baurmik. Dr. Qabinda Chandra. 
■Unrat, Mr. Burtndra Natb. 

■aia, Mr. larai Obandra. 

Obakrabarty. ■abu Narandra Narayan. 
Obakrabarty, Mr. dallndra Natb. 
Obattapadbyay. Mr. Narlpada. 
Obaudhuri. Rai Narandra Natb. 

Dm, iabn Mabim Obandra. 

Dm. iabu Radbanalb. 

Data, Dabu Dabtndra Hath. 

Dm ttapta. Dabn Kbtgaadra Natb. 

Dm Dupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Dm, Dapta, Mr. Narandra Natb. 

Datta, Mr. Dbiraadra Natb. 

Dalai. Mr. Narandra. 

Datta, Mr. lakamar. 

Datta ftapta, MUt NHra. 

Datta Maaamdar, Mr. Nibaraada. 
^taidadai Naaaa, Katl. 

Paalar Rabauin <Malitaar), Mr. 

•■att, Mr. Atnl Rrlabtia. 

■laantdia Abmad, Mr. 
tmaaddla Abmad Obandbary, Mr. 
•atem larvat Ntatlal, ip ibab lyad. 
tMwami. Mr. TaM Obaadra. 

•apta, Mr. dafMb Obandra. 


Natan All Obewdbury, Mr. lyad. 

Nimattinika, Mr. Prabbndayal. 

Jalainddin Huhtmy, Mr. lyad. 

Janab All Majnmdar, Maulvl. 

Kattm All Miraa. labibiada Kawan dab lyad. 
Kban, Mr. Dibandra Latl. 

Kamar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Knndu, Mr. Nitbitha Natb. 

Madtnddin Abmtd, Dr. 

Malti, Mr. Niknnja Dahari. 

Maltra, Mr. lurandra Maban. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majamdar, Mrt. Htmaprova. 

Muumdar, Mr. BIrandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. linrar Chaadra. 

Mandal, Mr. dapandra Natb. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriihna Pratad. 

Maniruiaaman lilamabadi, Mauiana Md. 
Mapbal Hataia, Mr. 

Maaktrjta, Mr. bhyamaprMad. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

MnkarJI, Mr. Dbirandra Naraynn. 

Mnkbarjaa. Mr. ■. 

Makbarji, Dr. H. 0. 

Mnkbarji, Dr. tarat Chandra. 

Mnllick, Irijut Atkntatb. 

Mnttata AH Dawan, Manivi. 

Nmkar, Mr. Nam Chandra. 

Pain, Mr. Darada Prataaaa. 

Pramaaik. Mr. Tarialcbaraa. 

Ramiaaddin Abmtd, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Cbarn Obandra. 

Ray. Mr. Kamaikritbna. 

Ray, Mr. KUbart Path 
Ray, Mr. Manmatba Nath. 

•aaanNab. Al-NaJ Maalaaa Dr. 

•anyal. Dr. Nalinaktba. 

•anyal, Mr. Baaanka Oakbar. 

•babadali. Hr. 

•bamtaddln Akamd, Hr. M. 

Bar, Mr. Narandr a Kamar. 

Tamliaddin Khaa, Maslvl. 

Vaaaal Wna. 

Yaaat AN Bbaadb ar y, Mr. 
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AN«t All!. ■««!«■• M. 

am«i eMf. Wtitivi. 

AM«I Htftt, «r. Mint. 
am nmt Mia. Hr. 

AHM HaktMi. Mr. 

AMIal Naklai Yikraaif art. Maalvi M<. 
am NaaiM Mr. A. H. 

AMal NaaiM tkah. Maalvi. 

Aktfai Kaiar, Mr. 

AMal Kariai. Mr. 

AMal Latif lltwat, Maalvi. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa. Mr. 

AMaHa-AI MakaiaM, Mr. 

AMar Rakaiaa, Kkaa takMar A. F. M. 
AMarRahaiaa ilMIki. Mr. 

AMar Kaackltf MakaiaM. Mr. 

Ak^ar Raskaaa, Maalvi Mi. 

Aktfar Raat. Kkaa takik Maalvi t. 

AMar Raaf, Mr. tkak. 

Akiar Ratiak, Maalvi. 

Akiat IkakaM, Maalvi Mk. 

AkMar Rvia Cbawkkary, Kkaa Bahakar. 

Akal Haakiai, Maalvi. 

Akal Naatain, Mr. AkmM. 

Akal Qaaaam, Maalvi. 

Aeharyya Cbaukharj, Makaraia Saaki Kaata, cf 
Maktafacka, Myaiaaaiafb. 

Aflak Naaain kaarkar, Maalvi. 

Akiaak Ail. Kkan Sahik Maaiaaa EnaytiMf- 
Akaiak Haaaia, Mr. 

Altuakkia Akaiak. Kkaa BakMar. 

Aaiiaullak, Maalvi. 

Aaiif Ail. Mk. Mia. 

Armatraag, Mr. W. L. 

Aikrsfali. Mr. M. 

Auiak Naaaala Kkan, Maalvi. 

Aifcar All. Maalvi. 

•arat All, Mr. Mk. 

Caiaakall, Sir Qaarga. 

CkigiMakala, Mr. J. W. 

Craaialk, Mr. L. M. 

Dat, Mr. Aaakal Chaakra. 

Farkak Raia Okawkkary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Baaa Kbanaai, Btgaai. 

Fallal Hag, tka Nan'kia Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Qaakir, Kkaa Babaakr Maalvi. 

Fatlar Rakman, Mr. 

Fargatan, Mr. R. H. 

Maaiaa, Mr. S. A. 

BriMIka, Mr. 0. 

Baraag, Mr. Daaikar tiagb. 

Hakikaliab, tka Haa'kia Naarak Bahakar K., al 
Oaeaa. 

MaBaakkia Qkavrkliary. Maalvi. 

Maailkakkia Akaiak, Kkaa Sahik. 
Mataavnaaiaa, Maalvi Mk. 

Maabam All Kkaa, Kkaa Bahakar. 

Haiiaa Marehak. Mra. 

Malaaially kaaiakar, Khaa Sahih. 

Maakry. Mr. DavM. 

MaaMa, Mr. F. T. 
fkriv Aharak Mia, HaaNi. 

•apahaai, Mr. M. A. M. 


kalalakkia AhauMl, Khaa Bahakar. 
kaalaiakkia Abmak, Mr. 

Kahirakkla Khaa. Khan Sahih. 

Kaanaky, Mr. I. B. 

Khaltaa, Mr. Dahl Fraaak. 

MacBragar, Mr. B. B. 

MaRtnkkIa Okaakkary, Maalvi. 

Magalra, Mr. L T. 

Maktab, Mabarajkaaiar Ukay Ohaak. 
Maktakakkia Ahmak. Kkaa Bahakar. 

Maakal, Mr. Aairita Lai. 

Maakai, Mr. Birat Chaakra. 

Maakal, Mr. kagat Chaakra. 

Maairakkia Akkank, Maalvi. 

Millar. Mr. 0. 

Mabamaiak All, Kkaa Bahakar. 

Naaain All. Mr. Mk. 

Maalam All Mallafc, Maalvi. 

Maumai^ Nag, Maalvi Mk. 

Mabamaiak Altai, Khaa Sahik Maalvi Syak. 
Mahammak lakagaa, Maalvi. 

Mahammak larail, Maalvi. 

Mahammak Sikkigat, Dr. Syak. 

Mahammak Salaimaa. Kkaa Saklk MaalvL 
Maiiick. tka Nan'kia Mr. Makaaka Bahary. 
Mailick, Mr. Palin Bahary. 

Matharraf Naaaain, tka Nan'Ika Naarak, Kkan 
Bahakar. 

Maitagaarial Nagua, Mr. Syak. 

Naaky, tka Nan'kia Maharaja Sriibahankra, al 
Kaaimkaiar. 

Natarallak, Naarakiaka K. 

Naaahar AH. tka Haa'kia Mr. Syak. 
Naiimakkin, tka Haa’kia Kkawaja Sir, K.O.I.E 
Naarakkia, Mr. K. 

Nartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. C. 

Rahman, Kkan Bakakur A. M. L. 

Raikat, tka Haa'kia Mr. Praaaaaa Oak. 
Rajikakkia Taralkar, Maalvi. 

Ray Ckaakkary, Mr. Biraakra Kiabara. 

Rasaar Rakman Kkaa. Mr. 

Rau, Mr. 4. B. 

Ray, tka Nan'kia Sir BiJay Praaak Singh. 
Sakarakkia Ahmak, Mr. 

SaArakkla Ahmak, NaJI. 

Salim. Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, tka Nan'bla Mr. Nallai Raajaa. 
Saaaaan, Mr. R. M. 

San, Rai Bahakar Jagaib Chaakra. 
Skabahakkia, Mr. Kbaraja, C.B.B. 

Shamaakkia Ahmak Kkaakkar, Mr. 

Shamaal Haka, Maaiaaa. 

Sirkar, Baka litta Maaka. 

Stavan, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Sabrawarky, tka Nan’kia Mr. N. S. 

Tayariah, Rai Bahakar Maaagita LMI. 

Tafal Abmak Obaakbary. Maalvi Najl. 

WaUar Rahman, Maalvi. 

Walkar, Mr. k. R. 

Walfcar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warkavarth, Mr. W. C. 

Zabw AhaMk Bhaakhary, MaalvL 


The Ayes bein^ 88 and Noes 122 the motion lost. 
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nir. SPEAKER; Order, order. I propose to close the debate oa 
education at 7-45 p.m. So if any member wishes to speak, I will call 
upon him. In the meantime, I intend to call upon Mr. Crosfield to 
speak on matters connected with Edu(;ation particularly Reformatory 
Schools. 1 also understand that Maulvi Md. Mozammel Huq wants, 
to speak on Madrasahs. I hope both of them will he very brief. 

Mr. L. M. CROSFIELD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak on two 
points in connection with this general demand. 

In his budget sj>ee{;h the Hon^ble Finance Minister made all-too- 
brief a mention of the ex{)enditure of Rs. 30,000 for the furtherance of 
the physical educational programme in girls schools and colleges. Thia 
may seem to l)e a minor matter, but in tiict it is one of the most imjwrt- 
ant developments, and I trust that (lovf*rnment will undertake to pursue 
this ix>licy vigorously from mvw on. 1 have had some opportunity of 
learning how imiwrtant a step this is in raising the standard of physical 
fitness in the province, and 1 heartily commend the beginning which 
has been made and 1 hope that it will he continued on a really adequate 
basis. 

The other point concerns Reformatories, At the invitation of Gov- 
ernment, I had an opportunity this week ol visiting the Reformatory 
and Industiial School at Aliimre with other members of the legislature: 
and it is from personal observations made on that occasion that I wish 
to speak. 

I could have wished that more members had taken advantage ol this- 
invitation, hut those who did (‘ould not fail to he iminessed by the 
kindliness us well as by the efticieiuy with whicli the Ixus are looked 
after. And 1 should like to pay a siH'cial tribute to the voluntary work 
done by Mr. (k»hen on the Managing Committee which has l)eeii of the 
greatest assistance to the Institution. I hope the Hon’ble Home 
Minister will md think me ungracious if I venture a word of criticism: 
it became obvious to us as we went round that the sc1k»o1s are under- 
staffed, particularly on the imlustriul side, and I ho{>e that a s( heme 
which, I understand, was ]>ut forward in this connection some years- 
ago by the Managing ('ommittee will Im* disinterred and given effe<‘-t 
to. We were also striu‘k by the fact that the buildings are unsuitable 
for the needs of an up-to-date Reformatory. We were, therefore, 
interested to learn of a scheme now in preparation to rebuild the Refor- 
matory on the modern cottage princijile outside Calcutta. 

1 hope that this scheme will he energetically pursued and further 
\hat Government will consider also a scheme for the building of up-to- 
date reformatories at suitable points in the province, because the care 
and education of the juvenile offender is a branch of nation-building 
ol no less importance than many of those other branches with » which 
Oorernment are now dealing. 
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Tht HM’Ue Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, will all the debates 

be lumped up? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. AFTAB ALIS On u jKiini of privile^^e, Sir. As a protest I shall 
walk out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your {K>iDt ? 

Mr. AFTAB ALI. Mn iKjiut of privilege is this. 1 wanted repeat- 
edly to 8i)eak on this subject, and although you promised, I have not 
yet been given any chance to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That is not a point of privilege. 
This is a matter entirely within my discretion. You can certainly walk 
out, if you so desire. I am sorry you could not catch my eye and unless 
you catch my e\e sou cannot s]jeak. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: I did catch your eye several times. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I have not yet closed the debate, 
and if you think 1 am conducting the debate in a manner not to your 
liking, >ou are certainly at liberty to walk out, as you say or take 
such steps as you think proper. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: Yes, 1 will walk out. 

(Mr. Aftab Ali then left the Chamber.) 

Mauivi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ spoke in Bengali of which the 
following is an Knglisli translation: — 

I beg to move that the deinainl l<»i Hs. 1 under the head 

“37 — Education — General ’ be reduce<l by JCs. U)b to mise a discus- 
sion on grants-iu-aid to old scheme madrassahs in Bengal, 

Mr. Speaker, I liave bought this motion with a view to securing 
grant?, to the old hclieme Madras.sahs in Bengal, I therefore propose a 
cut of R.s, 100 out of the demand for education. (A mkhbee : “Is this 
why you have changed your cap to-day P) The reason wEy I have 
been repeatedly pressing my demand lor it is that there is not much 
difference between the curricula of tlie New Scheme Madrassah and the 
High English School. But the Quoran and Hadis are taught in the oli 
scheme Madrassahs. As a Mohlem I want to emphasise it with *11 the 
strength I can command that whatever the progress that we may 
achieve through English education, there will ibe no national progress 
for us without religious advancement. The Quoran and Hadis are taught 
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in the old scheme Madrassahs. I have moved this motion simply with 
the object of making proper provisions for the education of those who 
try to post themselves up in the messages of Allah and His Rasul and 
to live as true men cherishing these messages in their hearts. Of the 
132 old scheme Madrassahs in Bengal 82 are senior and 70 junior; the 
numl>€r of students in them being 7,377 and 4,233, respectively, that 
is, 11,G10 in all. For the education of all these boys Government grant 
Rs. 200 a month to only one Madrassah (the Phurphura Madrassah). 
Except this, no other Madrassah receives any grants-in-aid, while grants- 
in-aid amounting to lakhs of rupees are sanctioned by the Government 
for other schools and colleges. Government pay no attention to all 
those bfoys who are in the old scheme Madrassahs to study religion. It 
is for this reason that I have taken up the cause of a number of helpless 
boys and- regret to say that Government take no care of all those 
unfortunate boys wlio are eager to study the Quoran and Hadis, as also, 
of the Madrassah where the Quoran and Hadis embodying as they do the 
cardinal doctrine of the Moslem religion, a religion wliich we claim to 
be the greatest of all religions. This deplorable state of things should 
now be a matter of the past. I, therefore, request the Government 
that they may be j)leased to make without delay due provisions for the 
maintenance of these old scheme Madrassahs of ours, in the same way as 
they provide for other forms of education. This is the object of my 
motion. 


Md. AMIR ALI MIA: 

k ^'^1 ^i^ ^ 

hl bo 

|.u«j L, ^ vy-* 

jiSjf. s«Xil 

• *4?-y ^ • — iyJi ^ cfjV *— 

vH’ vj* u:JU. 

^ U I J*) y»* jij/ v-?- vyi- fMro *i- 

X. ,f j (,5 (jjty ^ New College 

i_ fcjj, ji’fM ^ ^ yi j*,. uj)) ^ pif Jil» 

JO* oil* {^*4 j}^ yC. - Ky ^ wJ,! 
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^ i-Uj J1- ^ £- ^ *Hjd r**^’ \iH^->' 

^ ^,'> ^_/-t 4j '-'/ - v:/»* )^ 

l/h /' jv Ji' ^ <>’' y" 

♦ iy Ji *< 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. S]»*akei, Sir, the House 
may be iuclined to hear some members of tlie House befcue the Hon ble 
Chief Minister speaks in reply. 


Mr. SPEAKER: All 1 can say is that under the rules the debate 
must be closed at 8 i>.m. to-nijib( : the maximiim time is two days. 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: ruder the rules the debate on 
Education should close at 7 p.m. and tnmi 7 p.m. to 7-dt» AiiKlo-lnlian 
Education, and Itegistrat ion after that from 7-dO to 8, and we have 
come prepared according to that piogramme. Hut we <lo not kiiovs how 
long will this debate continue. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will dose iho detmlc imniiMlia(d> iillcr ll»' 
Hoii’We Cliicf Minister i(>|ilic,s. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a ixniil »i oi.l.r. Sir. 
Mr. Aftab Ali lose on a iioini ol privileKO and 1 have a word to say for 
your consideration in lliat coi.ne. tioii. In tbia House a nntnlKT of 
Labour niemWs are reitreaentiiifr labour and aa such Lubour IR 
recogni.sed under the (loverninent of indin Act as repiesentinK n »l«eial 
interest. From that stand isiint I tbink f sboiild be riffbl m submit- 
ting for your c.nsideration the i«>inl that laibotir shoul.l be givon an 
opportunity of expressing its views on im|iorlant issues affecting 
publii matters as well as other matters in whieh f.aliour is interested, 
whether eduealional. social or olberaise. From that point of view 
I think mv friend Mr. Aftab Ali was not wrong in insisting on th* 
point that I.abour should Ik* heard and given an opportunity of ejpres.- 
ing its view’s. And may I bojic that you will kindly take this point of 
view info your consideration so that in future no such protest be 

neeessar>'. * 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am glad that you have raised this point. Half 
an hour before I informed the House that immediately after the dis- 
cussion on Primary Education is finished there are three or four matters 
which I would take up for discussion without cut motions being moved 
and of which I mentioned Jiabour as one. I was waiting towards .the 
close to raise the La})our matter but in the meantime Mr. Aftab Ali was 
so impatient that he thought it better to leave the (hamber and I could 
not help it. 

I have all along reijoguised that all matters in which Labour is 
interested, whetlicr it is a group or not, I will give them all facilities. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I will begin by ohering 

my thanks to Mr. (hosfield for the very valuable suggestions which he 
has made ifi the course id’ his s]>eech. T confess I do not know the 
subject very intimately, but 1 am profoundly impressed by the remarks 
he has made and I jiroinise to take action on the lines suggested b\ him. 

Now as regards Ihe nmdrassahs, I wish to make an announcement 
to this House, and I am glad that my friend, Mr. Mozammel TIuq and 
several other speiikers have brought this matter prominently to my 
notice. It is true. Sir, that tlu*^ old-scheme inadraRsahs have l>een very 
much neglected of late. As a matter ol fa<*t, barring the Calcutta 
Madrassah, which is a (lorernment institution, no old scheme 
madrassah, except tin* one at Furfura, receives anything like a main- 
tenance grant fr<im (lovernment. What we have done is that we have 
provided for some financial assistance to ihe old-scheim* madrassahs but 
I confess that that is not enough., .\ mimlH'r of (dd-t\|H* uunlra.ssahs 
was given grants from inv dis( retionaix giant and it has been decided 
this year that Us. dO.tMM) i i therenlMuit should Ix' allotted out of the 
additional provision of Us. 71), 1)00 for grants to non-( Government 
madra.ssnhs in tlu* budget for 10*3S-d0. It is also ])ro}>osed to open a 
few more classes in the Calcutta Madrassah from duly lOdO. 

The scheme (hat 1 have now in view is this: At the )»resent niuiuent 
there is the Hoard of Central Madrassah Kxaminations in Bengal which 
affiliates old schemes madrassahs, regulate their syllabus and studies 
and coiuluct (‘xaminations, I projK)se to abolish the Board of Central 
Madrassah Examinations, and in place of that, set up a sort of Senate — - 
a sort of University to watch over all the old-scheme madrassahs 
in Bengal. The University will conduct examinations of the 
madrassahs, afiiliate madrassahs, prescribe their courses of stinly and 
as a matter of fact, I hoj»e that it will be a nucleus of a larger University 
jn course of time which will not only impart religious education but also 
will impart secular education lo the students. 

I l^ve got in view also a scheme to set up a similar board of studies 
for improvement of toll and Sanskrit education in Bengal The 
impVovement of tolls and the improvement of raadra.s'^ahs will be my 
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first concern. I, therefore, assure my friends that the old^scheme 
madrasialis will no longer be neglected. The money that we have 
provided will go to provide grants Inith for old-scheme madrassahs as * 
well as the new-scheme madrassahs. As regards Sanskrit tolls, I pro- 
pose to set up a Board of Studies in consultation with the Sanskrit 
Board which exists at the present moment. 

With these few words, I wish to assure my friends that the whole 
question of madrassah education is going to In* put on a |^>ermanent foot- 
ing by the introduction of a system which is somewhat <»n the lines of 
Muslim University. 

The motion of Maulvi Midiamimol Mi>/ammel Ifuq was then, by 
leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no time to take up the diuuand for Anglo- 
Indian Education. 1 will try to find some other time for the discussion 
of that motion. In the meantime 1 j>ro|K»se to utilise th(‘ few minutes 
left to give a ruling on the |Kunt whi«*h 1 promised to give on Monday 
last. 


Ruiinig; on the effect and imptioationa of a cut motion. 

On MondaN last a ((uestion ^\as ]>ut ^lo me as to effeet and impli- 
cations of a cut motion, as to whether sueh a eut motion being car- 
ried means a eens^ure or nori'cnnfidence in the ministr>. 1 promised 
to give my con'-iderod views in the matter later. 

The fundamental convention is a democratic constitutifui working 
under any system of responsible (iovernment is that, for the conduct 
of the exe( utivr and loi tlie /-nlire administrative and legislative 
actions and policN of (Iovernment the Ministers ar(‘ immediately and 
directly re.sponsihle to the legi.slature and ultimately to the electorate 
In practice, this responsihility to the legislature is enforced h\ a vote 
of liensure or of want of confidence oi by def(*at on a vital (i(jverninent 
meai’Ure. fivery one of these events iinphes tlmt the ministry has no 
longer th(‘ confidence of the Hous(‘ and it" neces-sarv cfinserjuence is 
either the resignation of tlie mnii"tr> and the acceptance of Govern- 
ment by the opposition oi a dMsolution and an appeal to llu* electorate. 
The theory behind the dissolution is tliat Government is .so convinced 
that it is right that it presumes the opinion of the legislature to lie con- 
trary to the wishes of the country and therefore decides to get the de- 
cision of the legislature tested by the verdirt of the country. 

It is now a settled convention of the British constitution that not 
only a vote. of no-confideiue hut a vote on any issue of imporWfice is 
also fatal to the continuation of the ministry' in power. U is of 
course for the ministry to decide as to what is a vital vote. la ffac- 
ticc, it may ignore and in fact does ignore defeats on a comparatively 



64 


DEMAND FOR ORANT. 


[18th Maa., 


minor issue on the assumption that it does not necessarily imply, loss 
of confidence. But even such defeat, however trivial, if not fatal, is 
» damaging and is usually taken as a note of warning for the weaken- 
ing of its prestige and position, as much as it is a definite weakening 
of the strength of its party ties. Tactically it is considered desirable 
for the Government not to accept defeat readily, for if a Government 
allows itself to be overridden even in minor matters, it encouiuges 
independence in its members which might lead to a more serious 
repercussion resulting in the ultimate defeat of Government on vital 
issues. Modern Governments, therefore, tend to treat most questions 
as questions ot eonfidence and try to avoid defeats as much as pos- 
sible. But the defeats do come now and then and it may be interest- 
ing to »iote the many instances of defeats not being accepted in the 
British constitutional history. 

Sir Robert IVel’s Government was <lcfcated in 1834 on an amend- 
ment to the Address. From 1834 to March 1840 the Whig Govern- 
ment was defeated 58 limes in the House of Commons. In 1841 it 
was defeatd <»n tlie sugar ^duties. In 1853 the Coalition Government 
'was defeated three times in one week. Lord Rosebury’s Government 
was defeated on a snap vote in 1894. Mr. Balfour’s Government was 
defeated in the C’ommittee of Supply on the Irish (juestion in 1905. 
Mr. MacDonald’s GovernmeiR was defeated ten times between Janu- 
ary and August 1924. In none of these cases the Government of the 
day resigned or appealed to the electorate as a eonse(]uen(‘e of these 
defeats. In 1924 Mr. MacDonald enunciated the poH(*y of such de- 
feats, to the extent to which the Government could suffer defeat on its 
own proposals, hut it must be reniend^ered, it was theii a minority 
Governinenl, allowed to eontinue on -sutferanee. 

“The Labour Governnient wull go out if it is defeated upon substan- 
tial issues, issues of principle, issues which really matter. It will go 
out if the resjKjusible leaders of either party or any party move a 
direct vote of non-confidence, and carry that vote. If the Hou^e on 
matters non-essential, matters of mere opinion, matters that do** not 
strike at the root of the proposals that we make, and do not destroy 
fundamentally the general intentions of the Government in intro- 
ducing legislation — if the House wish to vary our propositions the 
House must take the responsibility for that variation — then a 
division on such amendments and questions as those wu'll not be re- 
garded as a vote of no-confidence.'^ 

What the Government will, therefore, treat as a matter of suffi- 
cient “importance to warrant resignation or dissolution is primarily a 
queition for the Government. It is based on the supposition that the 
opposition can always test the opinion of the House hy a direct vote 
of no-confidence. Jennings in his '*€ahinet Government’* lays down 
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four factors which determine the attitude of Government to a parlia- 
mentary defeat. The first is the loss of its prestijfe, the ^^econd is 
the strength of its own cohesion, the third is the nature of the issue 
on which it has been defeated nn<l the fourth is the importance of the 
proposal or matter on which it was defeated. A defeat, therefore, on 
an important part of the hudy-et is obviously too important to be 
passed over. A definite statement that the Government will resign 
if a proposal is not accepted is a notice that the Government treats 
the motion as one of confidem e. The circumstances may '<ugj»est that 
the defeat is in substance a vote of (;ensun‘. Every one ot this is a 
question to be judged on its own merits and beyond the ])rim'iple» 
outlined, it is not {lossible to give any more guidance. 

The (piestion remains as to what extent a member of a Go\ernnient 
party can discuss grievam'es and move eut motions implying non- 
confidence of the Government juoposal or jiolicy. It has hecm the 
contention of the ojiposition in this House that a member ladonging 
to Government jiarty has no right 1<» initiate budget cut motions or 
even to move such cut motions at any stage. It is ae<‘4»rding to them 
a fruitless waste of time, as such «ut motioii.N wen if immul will 
surely he withdrawn. It is impossible to lay down any general 
principle as to what extent a member of a Government party is free 
to do this. In law, in the(»rv every inemjHT of Ibis House, to whatso- 
ever party lie may belong to, is entitled to lake fullest advantage of 
the entire machinery and structure ol legislative procedure*. In prac- 
tice, it depends on partv strength, paity disdplim*. party organisa- 
tion and party cohesion as to how tar a member of a party uill he 
permitted to go counter to the decdsion.s ot party or to ad a^ a free 
agent. But an answer to this (|Uesiou can <mly be ••iven if we know 
what is going to be our attitmle as to the future (iovernnn*nt of ihm 
country. Should the legislature compose of individual members each 
of whom will take thouphi of the desirability of each proposal and 
will vote aecoidiriglv, or should the members vole according to the 
party decisions and ” the (tovernmeui of the day carried on party 
principles. On the one hand the party system is said to be the best 
mechanism vet devised for tlie running of ilemocratic constitutiomi 
responsible to the legislature an.l on the other hand, outside the active 
forum of party politii s, theie is a glowing volume of opinion spe- 
cially among the intellectual thinkers that party system inevitahly 
leads to measures being discus.sed and voted not ujMm their intrinsic 
merits bflt upon the extraneous circumstances of its origin and label. 
It is not for me to sav as to how the future will be evolved, but if the ^ 
constitution is to be worked more or less on the party system the 
contention i^ that all measures will be judged from the party labeh and 
voted according to party alignments and that no party will ordiwrily 
aUow itself to be openly criticised and assailed on the floor of the 
House by its party members. Criticism from Vithin its ranks u 
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mucli more dangerous and specially fatal to the continuance of any 
party than oriticism from without. 

In a parliaraentery party system it is for the Cabinet representing 
and leading one that has a majority in the house and for its members 
to state the arguments for the Government policy and for the Opposi- 
tion criticising and striving io discredit and supersede the party in 
power to state the arguments against, so that by the independent work- 
ing of many minds on the same problem from different angles many 
aspects are brought to light and the legislature is enabled to reach a 
just am! considered view. There are of course grave exceptional cir- 
cumstances which lead to understandings behind the Speaker’s chair 
when the Opposition does not oppose and allow measures to be passed 
through, but these are matters of momentous concern which are never 
discusse^l on party lines. But otherwise in a party system the entire 
structural form is so designed that in the open the Government and the 
Opposition are the two contending parties and their members must 
broadly be behind their respective Hags. 

In such a circuinslance Government is run by the opinion of the 
party in power, formed in its party organisation, and subjected to 
searching criticism by the Opposition in the House. Tim theory is that 
the supporter of Government can always mak(‘ his views lieard and felt 
through the part\ arid refrains from an open opposition on the Hoor of 
the House; while the Opposition may, and not infre(]\ie!itly does, by 
its criticisms, presented in such a manner as to influence opinion in the 
minisiorial parties, induce the Government to modify proposals it has 
made. The contention of the o])position that the Government party has 
no place in the moving of cut motions is thus the correct position in 
all well-developetl ])nrty system of GovernmenI, as s\u‘h cut motion 
being carried moans defeat of the Government proposal. The necessary 
corollary to what has been outlined before is, as has been stated by 
Devenport that the Cabinet can tolerate criticism of its b\idget, it can 
probably even survive the carrying of an adverse motion on the amounts 
of money it hopes to raise, it cannot as a rule survive one on the amount 
of iuone,N wliieli it deems neees'^ary to .spend. On the other hand 
there is the inevitable danger, more and more realised by all thinkers 
that the logical outcome of any such rigid convention inevitably means 
that matters which are and should be debated from the point of view 
of finance are debated from the point of view of politics. The discus- 
sion of the financial affairs will always be debated and voted from 
purely partisan and party view points. Strict merits of economies will 
hardly be discussed in such circumstances detached from its political 
colour and nation may have to pay very dearly, what it should not on 
grounds of economy, which it must on grounds of politics. On the 
other it is said that criticism of Government by its own party memben 
is always a compelling factor to modify its attitude, to qualify the 
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application of its principles without overthrowing the principles them- 
selves and to agree to look over its shoulder much more quickly than 
criticism from without. In any case, Democracy iu England has been 
worked on party lines. Government measure to be always accepted 
by*the party in power, opposed by the party in opposition has been the 
governing keynote. But even there, with many opportunities of 
budgetary criticism — it is said there are eighteen oi)portunitie8 — the 
fact that year after year the estimates emerge from the House of Com- 
mons exactly the same as they were presented, as if there was not a 
single item amidst millions and millions which should and could have 
been avoided, not a single expen<liture which was unnecessary has pro- 
voked a good deal of critical tlioughts and comments. It has been 
realised that however honest and just the economist may propose a 
diminution of expenditure required for supply on purely financial 
grounds, the matter will still he debated trom tht» point nt view of 
politics and not of finance, t'lidei such ivmdition parliatiieiitary eiin- 
trol of public finance by d('bat(‘s is re<luccd to an absurdity tin the 
other hand it i^* said lliat tew' (piesHons <‘nn he deliated with adequate 
knowledge and a imrliament with near about tioO members occupied 
with other works and interests and frequently absent trom the Chamber 
during disciissnois, with (IospIn restricted time-limit, with no means to 
know the complex details of estimates ahd expenditure and certainly 
nothing to guide in the nature of expert assistance or to judge the 
ultimate repercu.ssion of a deletion, with no opportunity to examine 
witness, should he tlie last IkkIv to go behind the deliberate decision of 
Government in budget. In the stress of war when economies W'ere 
urgently called f(»r in every branch of administration this aspect of the 
criticism and controversy was the subject-matter of a juirliamentary 
enqui^J^ The National Expenditure Committee of 017-18 very care- 
fully enquired into the question of parliamentary control over national 
expenditure and they were definitely of opinion that the existing pro- 
cedure of the House of Commons is inadeejuate to secure proper 
parliamentary control over the national expenditure. “The House will 
not be free to give them support .so long as the present convention 
continues, which introduces into every division on a proposal of the 
Government of the day — however unimportant, however remote from 
broad consid. rations of national policy — the question of confidence or 
want of confidence in the Government. It is plain that if, on a divi- 
sion of some minor economy in a departmental estimate, a majority 
adverse to the Government is to be regarded as censure, even as n reason 
for its resignation, or for subjecting the country to a general election, * 
the smaller issue must be completely eclipsed by the larger and •that 
a decision of the merits of the particular question must become impos- 
sible. Only when the House of Commons is free not merely in theory 
and under the forms of the constitution, but in ftfet and in custom, to 
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Tote, when the occasion requires, upon the strict merits of proposed 
economies, uncomplicated by any wider issue will its control over the 
national expenditure become a reality.’' The Committee, therefore, 
recommended that there should be appointed in each session two stand* 
iug committees on estimates each consisting of 15 members and if 
possible a third if experience shows this to be desirable with the duty 
of considering the annual estimates and to report to the House any 
economies which they regard as desirable without raising questions of 
policy and it was further recommended that it should be established as 
a practice of parliament that members should vote freely upon motions 
of reductions made in pursuance of the recommendations of the Esti- 
mate Committee and that the carrying of such a motion against the 
Government of the day should not be taken to imply that it no longer 
possessed the confidence of the House. There are other recommenda- 
tions about this but as far as I am aware these recommendations have 
not yet been given effect to in so far the right of free voting is 
concerned. 

But with all these, in England the party system and Government 
on party lines has successfully worked as there is always an intelligent 
and alert public opinion always assessing measures on their own merits 
and at their proper perspective, and within recent times there have 
been several instances of Government of the day being forced to come 
in line with public opinion much against its own decision by sheer 
inertia of public opinion. 

The National Government of 1934 introduced the Incitement to Dis- 
affection Bill to provide powers to protect the armed force from 
propaganda. Tliey had an unprecedented majority in the House yet 
there was such a widespead outcry in the country and modern techniques 
of propaganda — press articles and letters, pamphlets aud meetings were 
so vehemently used to attack the Bill that Government soon realised 
that it was not gaining strength and substantial amendments had to 
be accepted and the Bill was passed very ditterent from the Bill as 
presented, by sheer force of public opinion. In the recent case of the 
AnL^o-Fronch propo.«ul.s for a settlement of Italo-Ethiopian dispute in 
1935, the proposals were agreed upon by the Foreign Secretary and the 
Frencli Prime Minister, presented to the Cabinet and accepted, but 
immediately there was spontaneous outburst in the country and on all 
sides of the House, and with a comfortable majority of 250 as a result 
of general election only three weeks before, the public outburst was 
so strong that the Cabinet had to reconsider the situation and Sir 
Samuel Hoare had to resign as a disavowal of the entire people against 
the foreign policy. 

To maintain themselves in power there has thus always been a strong 
fensitivenecte to public opinion and compelling obedience to it and all 
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tke instrameuts in the possession of a free people are always exercised of 
to make its wishes and views effective if it chooses to; the temperature 
of the country determines the temperature of the House and the tem- 
perature of the House determines the activities of Government. But 
it is behind such strength of public opinion that party system has 
successfully worked in the British constitution amongst many con- 
ventions, understandings and agreements between different sections in 
the House, which no writer can easily formulate. 

It is not for the Speaker to say whether the Government of this 
Province should be carried on party principles or otherwise. I have 
tried to give an indication as how it should work, if it is decided to 
work on party lines. I have also placed before the House its likely 
effect on financiul (‘onlrol and strut in\ by the House ami it should be 
for the House to detennine, should it work on party lines, whether we 
should not bear in mind the re*coinmendations of the Parliamentary 
('ommittee <in national exjjemliture of HMT-IH. But profited by the 
report aiol the recommendations of the Committee tliat I have so far 
allo^'ed (lit motions to be moved b> (lovernmeiit party, on the belief 
that they will not bi* pressed to a divivsion. to enable tlo' members of 
the Government party to suggest economies, to draw attention or to 
get a statement of (iovernment policy and programme and they 
will be free to do .so unless they themselves wish to follow' 1b© 
strict party convention, as outlined above. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQ:* But, Sir, what is the ruling? 

Mr. CURTIS MILLAR: In view of your ruling. Sir, which I under- 
stand to be that in any party system of Government the corrtwt con- 
stitutional procedure, ( I hope, Sir, you w’ill pleaae correct me if I have 
misheard you, ^ is that Government parties have no place in the moving 
ot cut-motions, we in this part\ .shall not in these budget debates move 
any cut-motion so long as a party system is in force in this House, and 
so long as we are a party supporting the ministry. We understand 
that it is always open to members of this House to speak on the general 
motion and that by agreement betw'een the parties a certain order of 
precedence w'as grunted by you, Sir, after (‘onsulting with Party 
Leaders. We would desire, while moving no cut-motion, to reserve our 
right to speak in this House on demands in the order of precedence 
which you, Sir, decided. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Before we close to-day, Sir, may • 
I submit that you will kindly decide that to-morrow we may meet again 
after lunch? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Well, that is for the Housl to decide. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SAHYAL: If we do not sit to*morrow again, 
it will be impossible for us to finish the whole business. There is also 
Anglo-Indian Education and Registration remaining on our hands 
to-day. 


Mr. SPEAKER; In any case I am not taking Anglo-Indian Edu- 
cation and Registration to-day. 

But what is the option of the Leader of the House P 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZtUL HUQ; I am afraid, Sir, that a 
large section of this House is against that suggestion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I adjourn the House till 10-30 a.m. to-morrow, 
and this matter of sitting after lunch may be decided then. We will 
take up Irrigation and Tivil Works to-morrow as was proposed in the 
original programme. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m., on Saturday, the lOtn 
March, 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcuta 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

•The Assembt.y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Satur- 
day, the 19th March, 1938, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hou’ble Khan Bahadur M. AziztTL Haqub, 
c.i.E.) in the Chair, eleven Hon'Me Ministers and 208 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answera were given) 

Malaria in Mymensingh. 

•261. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and lA)cal Self-Govemment 
Department l>e pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for 
the period from Ist January, 19d7, uj) to the end of December, 1937 — 

(t) the number of people attacked with malaria in the distriet of 
Mymensingh ; and 

(ii) the number of deaths due to this attack P 

{b) Wliat was the opinion of the experts as to the nature of the 
outbreak of malaria? 

(c) If the outbreak was ot a seriou*' nature w'bat steps, if any, did 
the Governmonl take t(» ( opr with the situati(»n? 

\d) Was any medical help rendered? 

(e) If so, what amount ot (pnnine were distributed to the }>oor 
villagers? 

if) Weie any doctors emphtyed for the j)urpo‘*e? 

iff) If so— 

(i) what was their number, and 

{ii) ill Mhi(‘h centre^ were tliey employed? 

f 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-COVBRNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Mr. Syed 
Nausher Ali): (a; (i ) Tbe bgurefi lire not available. 

(t») 8»,626. 
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(h) and (c) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

id) and (/) Yes. 

(a) The District Board distributed 1,125 lbs. of quinine and 
cinchona from their own fund and 1,253^ lbs. of quinine and cinchona 
from Government fund. 

(g) (i) In addition to 73 permanent doctors, 105 temporary doctors 
were employed by the District Board for malaria epidemics. 

(ii) A statement is placed on the Library table. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that in Iswarganj 
thana in village Dohali, 00 per cent, of the population died of 
malaria!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YEIO NAU8HER ALI: I am not aware of this; 
I would ask for notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer {e\ 
will the TloiiMde Minister l)e pleased to state whether Government en- 
gaged any additional doctors to cope with the rise of malaria in 
Mymensingh districts 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED HAU8HER ALI: I am sorry, I cannot 
give any reply off-hand. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any preventive measures were taken by these 
doctors, or only curative measures? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The steps taken have 
already been .stated in the statement laid on the table. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Were these doctors supplied with 
a sufficient stock of medicines or did they only distribute quinine? 

Thg HMl’ble Mr. 8YED NAUEHER ALI: I am afraid. I cannot 
add anything to what has already l)een stated in the statement. 

Malaria in tha JuriscNotion of Panohkura, Tamhik aubdivision. 

*262. Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: {a) Will the 
, Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ijocal Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there was any severe epidemic of malaria last year in 
the jurisdiction of Panchkura police-station of the Tamluk 
subdivision or not; 
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(ft) what was the number of deaths; and 

(Hi) how many persons died in Union Nos. 8, 12, Ub 14, Hi and 
17 from Augpist to December lastJ^ 

(6) What steps, if any, the (ioverninent took to prevent the malaria? 


Th# Hofl’bl# Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: {n) (i) Yes. 

(it) The total luimher of deaths from all ('anses in Panchkura thana 
in 1987 was 3,754. 

(iti) The total number of deaths from all causes from Augnat to 
Deceml>er, 1937, was 860 in the>e I'nions. 

(6) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

Mr. DEBEMDRA LALL KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the district headquarters of Midnupore are affected badly with 
malaria and that most of the ca.ses are of malignant type? 


Mr. SPEAKER • I am afraid, the main question relates to the 
Tamiuk subdivi'iion and not to the distrii't head(iuarters of Midna- 
pore. 


Tube-wall in village Ranahijal of Soair Union, Mymenaingh, 

*253. Mr. ABDUL H08AIN AHIiEO: (,/; Will the llon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and IauuI Self-t J(>vernment 
Department l>e plea.*'e<l to state whether it is a fact — 

u) that a (to\ eminent tube-well was sunk at the house of the Head 
(’lerk in the ofhce of the SubdiviBional Officer of Netrakona 
in village ILtnahijal of Soair Union, police-station Mohan- 
ganj in the district of Myiiiensingh ; and 
(li) the said tul>e-well was first proposed to be sunk in a locality 
of Muslims of that village on receipt of a contribution of 
Re. 60? 

(h) If the an.swer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative — 

(i) what are the reasons for the change of the locality ; and 
(it) whether the llon’ble Minister is considering the desirability 
of making an enquiry into the matter? 

The HUffble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) n) Yes. The Head 
Clerk contributed R». 75 towards the cost of the tul>e-well which ii 
used by the public. 

(ii) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Dr. H. C« MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state the total es^penditure incurred for ibis tub8-wellP 
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The Hon’bie Mr. 8YED NAU8HBR ALI: I am sorry, I cannot 
answer the question off-hand. 

Dr. H. C. MUICHERJI: Has any undertaking been given by the 
head clerk that the public will be permanently allowed to use this 
tube-well ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI; I would ask for notice. 

Estabtiahment in the Public Health Pe i>a rtment, Engineering Branch. 

*254. Mr. MONMDHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Ijim uI Self-Hovemment Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number ot service-holders existing at present in the 
Public Health Department, Engineering Branch; and 
(h) the number of them l.elonging to the caste Hindus, Muham- 
madans and the Scheduled ('Ustes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) 107. 

(6) Caste Hindus 77, Muhammadans 26 and Scheduled Castes 2. 

Msuivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of these appointments were made during the incum- 
bency of the present Ministry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I would ask for notice. 
Public Health Establishment. 

*255. Maulvi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-tToveniment Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) the numlnu’ of Muslim, (2) Hindu, and (-H Christian clerks 
in the Public Health Establishment; 

{h) whether it is a fact that the post of a gajsctled officer in the 
office of the Public Health Establishment is due to fall 
vacant in the current year; and 

(r) if so, whether ha is considering the desirability of appointing 
a Muslim to this jKist ? 

The Hon’bio Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI : (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(h) and (c) Yes. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred question 



No. 255. 



Permanent. 

TempoTar3^ 

MnslimB 

16 

11 

Hindus 

46 

14 

Christians 

Nil 

NU. 


Grant under the head *‘Rural Water Supply”. 

«256. Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY; 

Will llie Hon’bie Miiii8t4"r in (liarge^ of the Public Health and Local 
Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the last 5 years — 

(a) the amount of grant under the head “Itural Muter Supply 
from Provinrial Revetiues t(> euedi Division, separately; and 
(h) the ])rin(iple lollowed by the tiovernmenl in disti ibuting the 
above grant to different Divisions? 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8YED NAU8HER ALh wn A statement is laid 
(*n the table. 

• 

{h\ The grant for the >ear was distributed on the basis of 

the expenditure on water supply by District Boards during the >ear 
in each Division, reguni being had also to the special needs 
of each Division. The same principle was followed in making the 
distribution during the successive years. 

A |H)rtion of the allotment thus made is utilise<l in making grants 
to IXistrict Boards in reduction of inteiesl charges on loans granted by 
Government under the Rural Water Sujiply Loan Sc heme. Hie figures 
given above exclude the grunts thus made to indi\idual District Bcxirds 
in the Division. 


SiaU mefU referred to in the o jAy to clause, (a) of Marred qvtsiion No. 2*%. 


DiviBion. 


193,1-34. 

1934-36. 

1936-36. 

1930-37. 


Bb 

1 

Be 

JU. 

Vs. 

B«. 

Bordwan 

67,686 

67,099 

69,09(» 

69,099 

66.786 

PreBidency 

57,Oo(» t 


6I,<KK> 

61,0(K> 

48,460 

Dacca 

1 36,lHHi ' 

36,00<l 

zi.rm 

31,6rK> 

29.630 . 

Chittagong 

I 11,677 

11,677 j 

1(*,677 

10,677 

10,767» 

Bajshahi 

47,(K>0 

47,000 

41,W>0 

41,600 j 

^,030 

Total 

1 2,19,363 

2,18,776 

1,93,776 

1,93,776 

1,83,662 


^Including B«. 800 extra as tpeciel oiAe. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why in the Chittagong^ Division where the nopulation 
is 13*8 per cent, of that in the whole province of Bengal, only 5 per 
cent, of the Goverament grant has been spent? 

ThO HoiVble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI. The principle is not 
based on population ratio ; the principle has already been stated in 
answer to (|ue.stion (h). 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Has this 5 per cent, contri* 
bution been continued even in the year 1937-38? 

The Hon’bte Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: May be, because acoid- 
ing to the principle that perhaps is the share due to Chittagong. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Has the Government made 
any survey of the total demand and supply of drinking water to all 
the villages? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I think, I have more 
than once stated in the House that a survey is under contemplation. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: How long will Government 
take to complete the survey? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI; It is very difficult off- 
hand to give an answer to that, but if the honourable member wants 
it T can show him the whole scheme. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. Is the Government prepared 
to review the principle that has been enunciated in answer to question 

(MP 

The Hofi*ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The whole question 
of water supply is under my consideration at present. Therefore, 
these things will also be considered. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Has the Hon^ble Minister con- 
sidered the desirability of formulating a scheme to supply drinking 
water in rural areas throughout the province within a year or two? 

Hr- BREAKER: Thai question has been answered just now. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: What I want to know is 

whether he can give an approximate time? 
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TIM Hwi’bto Mr. 8Y^ NAU8HER ALI: It is very difficult fur 
me to give an answer to that question. 

Malailministratiofi of the Building Department of the Calcutta 
Corporation. 

•257. Maulvi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH; With lefereiue to the 
answer to the supplemental v question asked by Mr. Syed Jalnliiddin 
Hashemy arising out of iinstarred question No. 40 reganling mal- 
administration in the Building Department of the Oalouttii rorjwra- 
tion, will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of Public TTeulth and lx)cal 
Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
of the allegations referred to in his answer? 

The Hon*ble Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI: Statements are laid on 
the table. 

Statement rcferrcfl to m the f'eply to .'itarnol tpie.-ifom An. Jot. 

Statkmk.nt of thf North (\ai.(’fitv (Aincjhfss ('(>M.vHTrFF.. 

North Calcutta Conobkss Committer 

Preiident : 

Sures Chandra Majumder 
Secretary 

Sudhir Kumar Ghosh. 

1 / 1 , Shampooker Street, 

(Calcutta, the Idth December, PKIT. 

Appointment of a Special Officer for the Ifiiilding Department of the 
Calcutta Corporation. 

I have been asked hy our Corporation Standing (‘ommittee to iwue 
the following statement regarding almve : — 

The ratepayers of Calcutta are aware that due to various ugly revela- 
tions of malpractices and widespread corruption prevalent in the 
Building Department of the Calcutta Coriioration there is a move for^ 
appointing a Special Officer for six months to reorganise and reform 
the department in question. 

Since the last general election of the North Calcutta DUtrici Con- 
greee Committee our Corporation Standing Committee is trying to the 
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best of its ability to serve the ratepayers of Calcutta and to help in the 
reorganisation of the Corporation on a true Congress ideal. As such 
we naturally lent our support to the appointment of the Special Officer. 
As for ourselves we do not hold any brief either for the Mayor or any 
Councillor or Officer of the Corporation. # 

Our attention has been drawn to a recent Press statement issued in 
this connection by our fnend. Councillor S. C. Roy Choudhury. We 
are extremely sorry to note that < hough we have most carefully gone 
through the same we fail to find any definite constructive proposal for 
wiping out the widespread and deej)-r(>otcd corruption in the Building 
Department as he himself acknowledges. On the (ontrary it smacks 
of the traditional party scjuahhles in the Calcutta Corporation and is a 
veiled attack on the Mayor. From a young man of Sj. Roy Chou- 
dhury’s stamp, we expected something better. 

Now to come to the point Sj. Roy Choudhury is of opinion that no 
useful purpose will hc' served by the projected appointment and a huge 
sum of the ratepayers’ money will he wasted for nothing though he has 
tacitly avoided to mention the specific amount, i.e., Rs. 9,000 in all, 
which for Calcutta Corporation, as it is administered now, is practically 
^^^Eothing. We also do not desire that any money of the ratepayers is 
wasted hut may we ask as fo how the ])resent state of affairs of the 
Building Department will he put in order? Sj. Roy Choudhury for 
this blunt admission we wonder at his anxiety to save ratepayers’ money 
just at the present mouicmt and ask him in all humility as to where 
was this wisdom of his when he lent his support for sanction of a blank 
cheque to the Chief Executive Offic(*r, for his European tour? 

In course of our w'ork in the (^>rporation Committee we have often 
come across cases in wdiich relevant files lost sight of sinc^e 1925 have 
been umuirthed in 1937, resolutions tampered, contents of the files 
substituted, vital conditions of the conditional sanctions of the Build- 
ing Committee overlooked and cases illegally dealt wuth. These 
matters evidently prove that unless the department in question is 
thoroughly overhauled the present state of affairs will not change and 
who is to do these things. No doubt Couin illors will have to co-operate 
but still a man mmst be there with exe<*utive and technical knowledge. 

Many things may l>e attributed to the Councillors’ interferences but 
may we ask as to who influenced the Building Executives in allowing 
wide deviations from the sanctioned plans in the cases of premises 
^ Nos. 35, 35 /A, Plots 1 of 2, Kankulia Road, who induced the executive 
to 8iv;)pres8 the file of premises No. 9, Chowringhee Lane, causing huge 
loss of money of the Corjmration ? Forso<3th of these disorders some 
lakbs and lakhs of rupees have been left underground by way of 
unrealised encroachment fees for foundation and footings. As a matter 
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of fact it is due to the little opportunity that the Mayor had that collec- 
tions of encroachment fees show Its. 1,80,000 within these 7 months 
of the current year as aprainst Rs. 1,55,000 of the previous year. 

In this connection certain resolutions have been cited and in reply 
we have to point out that ^ivinjr water connections or working permis- 
sions do not mean that the party can go on merrily with constructions 
according to his sweet will but only for the purpos<* of foundation work 
subject to the authority of the Corporation to stop the work at any 
time if it so desires and if tlie situation so necessitates. Again from 
these resolutions it can never be inferred that the encroachment fees 
should not be realised or the Kxei ulive should not take effect ivc steps 
for which the U.B.vS. and B.I. are there but if in spite of these parties 
do make unautlu'rised eonstrueti«m<5 or fail to pay eueroa«‘buient fees 
in time it leads to this irresislilde eonelusicm t))at the Kxeeutivf hav(‘ 
been out to their own advantage and neglect their duties, and the above 
instances (dearly show that the departmental heads take ten times more 
advantage in every one case of rouneillors* interference. 

Sj. Roy Choudhury has also n'fi'rred to a motion of mwonfidence 
against Building Committe(* No. 1 of tlie last y(*ar. It w'us no doubt 
a laudable move but w(‘ have (dearly shown above that only the change^ 
of personnel of a committee will not s(^t the house in order. The 
Department including the committees shall have to l>o rehauled. 

We think that at this jun( dure appointment of the Building Enquiry 
Committee is a move in the right direction and if the labours of the 
Committee are to be crowned with success we are of opinion that a 
Special Officer with technical and administrative knowledge is essen- 
tially necessarv and we hope that in the inti^rests of the rat(‘payers of 
Calcutta, the Councillors .should immediat«dy sanction the appointment. 


SuDiriH Kumah Ghosh, 
Secretary, 

North Calcutta Conf/ress Committee. 


Section IG, C.M.C. Ad. pcvmW the Government to call for any 
papers or to send an agent te cmpiirc* and to see personally all such 
papers. 

(JUBSTIONS KE SOME IHREOULAR CASES OF THE BlTIEDINfi DePAR'IMEIX f. 

8^1U7. ^ 

No. 35, Kanknlia Road — 

(1) Was the above building sanctioned by the Building Committee, 
dated 12-1-31? 
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(2) Was the sanction obtained on the City Architect’s report that 
the party would set back the house by 6 feet instead of splaying the 
corner P 

(3) Has the building been set back by 6 feet? 

(4) If not, was it due to its ownership? 

(6) Is Sm. Nihar Nalini Sarkar of 5/2, Kankulia Boad, the owner of 
the building? 

(6) What is her relation with the City Architect? 

Nos, 2(JI1A, 26 1 in, Grey Streets 

(1) Was a proposal for construction of balconies and a gangway 
over the side space rejected by the Building Committee? 

(2) Is it not a fact that the same balconies and the gangway over 
the side space was actually (‘onstructed even before the said plans were 
rejected by the Building Committee? 

(3) What action did the Building Executive take against this 
unauthorised constru<‘tion ? 

(4) Was any notice served or police posted? 

(5) Is it a fact that large amount of encroachment fees of the 
Corporation have been lost . in this case by tlje negligence of the 
executive P 

(6) What action the Chief Executive Officer proposes to take 
against the Surveyor concerned? 

No. 16, Sh/impooker Street — 

(1) How' many times additions and alterations were carried out in 
the above premises since 1928? 

(2) What action did the Surveyor take against such unauthorised 
construction P 

(3) Is it a fact that a Surveyor of the Building Department super- 
vised the unauthorivsed construction of additions and alterations to the 
building in 1936? 

(4) Is it not a fact that the body of the file was tampered by the 
same Surveyor? 

(5) Did the same Surveyor tamper the file of No. 2, Lakshmi Dutta 
Lane? 

(6) Does the Chief Executive Officer maintain that services of such 
offici&ls are absolutely necessary in the interest of the Corporation? 

(7) What action did the Chief Executive Officer take against the 
offender in question ?« 
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Statement or Mr. NiRitAi. C, Sen. 


Si 


Nirmal 0. Sea^ 

M.A., B.L., Telephone South 1178. 

Advocate. 

• 7r>-A, Aahutosh Mukerji Road, 

Bhouanipur, (Aloutta. 

2n d F ebr ua ry , 1 938 . 


To 

The Hon’ble Maulvi S\ki) Nai sheh Am, 

Minisler-iii-charge of Ibiblic Health and Ix)cal SelMfovernment, 
Bengal. 


Deau Sir, 

He Buildiugs DejwrtmtMit . ( oifKjratKni of (’alcutta. 

Herein in emlo’^ed a statement of fact*' relating to premises No. 73, 
Asutosh Miikeiji Hoad. Tins is a i\piral ease In majority of (Tiaes 
where Building Hub*'* under tlie (’aleutta Muniei|>ai Act. have been 

infringed, it will be found that one or another ol tbi‘ t'uuneillors exer- 
cised his jiersoual influeme in the matter and forced the hands of his 
eolleugues to relax the Kules. Broadly sji^aking violation of the Build- 
ing Rules has l>ecoine the common practice, for demolition of unautho- 
rised structures seldom takes place. It will Ik* interesting to know what 
are those weighty considerations which constantly induce the City 
Fathers to render their charter of existence nugatory. 

The u?>ual wa\ of condui t of husiness in the Building ('oiiiniittee is 
most reprehensible in that the Councillors seem to totally indifferent 
to the jwssible harm to properties other than those under their considera- 
tion arising out of their resolutions in regard to disputed matters. In 
majority of cases where the Building Rules are relaxed, titles of con- 
tiguous owners become c1oude<l. Most ottcu matters are decided 
arbitrarily on motions by Councillors in the absence of the Objectors 
who are said to he not entitled to notices of motions even if they have 
entered in their protests. Although the aggrie\e<l jKirties may «<H*k 
relief in approjiriate Courts of liuw making Calcutta CorjHiralion a party 
defendant, yet the broad question arises us to why should an autono- 
mous statutory body in the position and circumstances of Calcutta 
Corporation endowed with (ju/ui judicial cum executive authority, 
pursue an irresponsible policy of interfering with ratejniyer.s’ rights to 
properties and compel them to take to litigations, the costs of which, 
again, have been made prohibitive by the Government. Is it the iateij- 
tion of the Government and Calcutta Corporation alike that the rich shall 
he pwecrved at the cost of the poor and the latter shall go without pro* 
tection and relief F * 
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There is a patent tendency in the Building Department where the 
indopr employees seem to be too many than it is good for the Cbipora- 
tion, to shelve the cases of unauthorised structures. The ‘ matter 
requires a thorough investigation. If the Objector is extraordinarily 
persistent, the case may end in a simple fine to the delinquent. Actual 
demolition is seldom carried out or countenanced. 

A committee is said to have been appointed to enquire into the 
irregularities in the Building Department. In spite of our endless com- 
plaints and corresjwndence regarding the above iwemises, we were not 
called in to give evidence nor do we know if our case was considered 
by the committee. This case, if enquired into, will reveal almost all 
the phases of irregularities that obtain in the Building Department. 

In these circumstances I would earnestly request you to consider the 
desirability of appointing a tribtinal tor a public emiuirv into the affairs 
of the Ooriwration, 


I am 

Yours faithfully, 
N. 0. Sen. 


End. 

Statement of facts. 


Re 73, Asutosh Mukerji Road, District IV, Calcutta. 

The above premises, formerly known as 7f), Russa Road North, abuts 
on and has a large frontage on Asutosh Mukerji Road, and belongs to 
Holding No. 61. The present owners are Messrs. Nagendra Nath Saha 
Roy and others. 

To the vsouth of the al)ove premises lies a passage, measuring approxi- 
mately 100' X 5' 8'' on an average, leading to and forming the only way 
of approach from Asutosh Mukerji Road to the premises Nos. 75-A and 
75-B. This |iassago along with premises Nos. 75-A and 75-B was 
formerly known as premises No. 78, Riisaa Road North, and forms 
Holding No. (>2. This j>assage-of Holding No. 62 has all along l>een 
sejrarated from Holding No. 61 hy means of a brick-wall running under- 
ground to a depth of more than 5 feet along the entire northern side of 
the passage. At no ]>oint of time these two holdings belonged to the 
same owner. Smart’s Map confirms these facts. 

To the south of the above passage is situate the premises No. 77, 
Asuiojih Mukerji Road, formerly known as 77, Russa Road North, 
belonging to Messrs. Ramaprasad Mookerjee and Brothers. 

^ . The previous owner of 78, Russa Road North, was the late Mr. Saraju 
£|iiiar Mhjiriiider. His son, Mr. Oharu Kumar Majumd^, no# oMt 
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7^B, iunitosli Mukerji Road. Dr. Hem (?haiidra Sett imrohaaed 
Attutoeli^ Mukerji Hoad, along with the above paaaage for valuable 
oonsiduratien from Mr. S. K. Majumder in 1922. 

^Tbe ^evious ow-ners of Af^uto.sh Mnkerji Hoad, submitted plant) 
for rebuilding the premises from time to time biit the same were 
rejected for nou-coinplianee with the Building Rules of (''ulcuUa 
Corporation. None of these owners ever put forward any claim to the 
above passage* 

Messrs. N. N. SahaJEL>y & Ors. i luimed in first that there was a 
right of way over tbe above ptrssage in favour o( 73, Asutosh Mukerji 
Road, admitting the ow^nership of Dr. H. (\ Sen in the imssage. In 
view of the fact that the old house was a condemned one (and later a 
jx)rtion thereof colla[wed all on a sudden) and that all rights of ease> 
ments in its favour would terminate witli its demolition, they claimed 
that the alsive |x\ssage w^as a “common passage” on the ground that 
it was deserihetl to l>e The Southern Boundary of 7d, Asutosh Mukerji 
Road, on their IKhmI of Pun'hase. 

Mr. R. P. MookerjtH* stated l>efore the Building ('ommittee that the 
passage was not a common inissage hut Udongeil exc lusi\ely to Dr. 11. (h 
Sen. Formerly premises* Nos. 77 and 78, Unssa Hoad North, belonged 
to the same person. • 

The (>>mmittee referred the matter on 21-11-H1'33 to the Law Officer 
of the CoriKiration for opinion. Dr. H. (h Sen |n*oduced all the title* 
deeds of his own and his pre<leceHflors-in-intere8t and Smart’s Map while 
Messrs. Saha Roy & Ore. jiroduced their re<renl Deed of Purchase only. 
The first plan of and the title-deeds of the predeoessors-in-iuterest of 
Messrs. Saha lUw & Ors, regarding 73, Asutosh Mukerji Road, were 
never produced. Their case was argue<i by f Councillor Dbirendra Nath 
Ghosh. The Law Officer shifted on Dr. H. C. Sec the op. us of proving 
that the passage was not a common passage. His decision was not 
communicated to Dr. H. C. Sen, but an extract thereof was published 
in the Agenda of the Committee Meeting on 28-1-1936 under item No. 64 
as follows: — 

do not however see much force in this contention and having 
regard to the fact that neither the applicant nor the objector has in my 
opinion been able to establish his exclusive title to tbe jmssage I am 
inclined to hold (hat tbe (kjmraittee may prf>ceed on this basis that the 
passage is or at least bus })een used as a common [^>assage app>ertaining 
to both the premises Nos. 73 and 75, Asutosh Mukerji Road." 

On 28-1-1936 before the Committee f/ouncillor D. N. Ghosh pldkded 
for Messrs, ^ha Roy & Ors. The Committee directed Messrs. Khaitan. 
Ooben md Natabar Dtiti to inspect the site ia Hresence of the Wwi 
Caniieillors and to report. * ^ ^ 

7 
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The above Sub-Committee inspected the site on 4-3-1936 when 
Dr. H. 0. Sen and Mr. B. P. Mookerjee produced all their deeds of title 
while Messrs. Saha Boy & Ors. stuck to their Deed of Purchase only. 
The Sub-Committee examined the Smart's Map also. Here too 
Councillor D. N. Ghosh who was then in mourning. Mr. Khaitan 
suggested a compromise. The i)artie8 accepted his proposal and 
accordingly on 13-6-1935 the Building Standing Committee passed the 
following resolution : — 

‘*The Committee observed that they were not considering the title of 
the Parties. Resolved that the appeal regarding 73, Asutosh Mukerji 
Road, be allowed subject to the Party providing 2 feet 6 inches space 
throughout the entire length on the South and throwing the same into 
the land adjoining it which has been called a Common Passage by the 
Party, cancelling the privy marked .1 /f C /> on tlie jdan and giving an 
undertaking not to ask or apply for the same in future.” 

Messrs. Saha Roys started construction some time between 13-6-1935 
and 20-6-lfK15. On 17-7-1935 the District Health Officer informed 
Dr. H. C. Sen that formal saiKJtion had not till then been given to the 
plan. A large hall was soon completed and a cloth sliop staited by the 
owners therein. About a dozen people live in the shop but up till 
now no sanitary arrangement has been provided for them. They use 
the remains of the old privy now disconnected which has become a 
positive nuisance. The District Health Officer seems to be indifferent 
to the matter. 

The construction progressed by stages and on 12-3-1937 it was found 
by the Oor]>oration on measurement that the terms of its resolution on 
13-6-1935 had been violated and encroachment made on the 2 feet 6 
inches space on the South of the premises. Later it was found that 
no undertaking had been givtui as required by the said resolution. 

After much complaint the matter was placed before the Building 
Committee on 6-9-1937 when prosecution of the delinquents was directed. 
Since then no information can be had regarding the above matter. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is it a fact that in the 
opinion of the Enquiry Committee appointed by the Building Com- 
mittee Nos. 1 and 2 of the allegations contained in the letters have 
been found to be unfounded and false? 

Mr» EPEAKER: 1 am afraid, the only question which would be 
relevant would relate to the representation but the details of it can not 
be tKe subject matter of this question. 

*1|r. SYEO Ji\LALUODIN HA8HEMY: I. it a fact that 
the^^Allagation. were foAind to be unfounded and falaeP 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That qiieBtJon, as I have already said, does not 
ariae. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. In 
view of your rulinjr just jriven, that it would not he fair to go into 
the details of complaints against certain department of the Corporation 
as are given in the statement laid on the table, could you not »>y 
virtue of your power deride not to incorporate in the proceedings such 
details in that statement as in your judgment it would not be fair 
to go into details? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will see to this matter. 

Mr. 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is the Ilonble Minister 
aware of tlo* fact that ihe Calcutta (’orporatiou including th<' Kuropeans 
has accepted the i ccuminendation of the Kn(juiry (^>nnnittee without 
a division? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I know nothing about 
the result of tliat KiKpiiry rominittee. 

Maiilvi ABDUL BARI: With regard to the stateim^nt of the North 
{'alcutta Congress remnnittee, is the Hon’ble Minister aware that n 
diselaiiner has In-en published in the “Amritn Bnr.ar Patrika,” and if so, 
will the Hon'ble Minister W jdeased to state the truth or otherwise of 
this disclaimer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That he cannot say. You may ask whether his 
attention has been drawn, 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I do say Sir whether the attention of the 
HorChle Minister has been drawn to the disi lairaer, and if so whether 
he will he pleased to state the truth or otherwise of this diselaimer? 

Th« Hofl’We Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: Sir, my attention has 
l>een drawn to this disclaimer and if you would pernjit me I would 
like to clear up the whole situation. There were two statements, one 
headed “Appointment of a Special Officer for the Building Depart* 
ment of the Cahmtfa Corporation’’, and the other headed “Questions 
regarding wjine irregular cases of ihe Building Department”. These 
two papers were received by me by post on the 11th of January 1938, 
The statement headed “Appointment of a Special Officer, eic.”,*the 
whole of it. including the signature of the Secretary, namely, Sudhir 
Kumar Ghosh was in print excepting the last part “Section 16, C.lf.C. 
Act 1923. permit the Government to call for papers or to send an 
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Agent to enquire and to aee personally all such papers’’ which was 
in manuscript. So far as the paper headed “Questions regarding some 
irregular cases of the Building Department” this was in type unsigned 
by anybody. Now when these papers came to me I asked my Secre- 
tary to ascertain whether, it really proceeded from the Secretary of the 
Congress Committee, because it was not addressed to anybody, not ta 
me — 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not addressed to Government!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Not addressed to Gov- 
ernment. I am making it absolutely clear. The typed paper was 
unsigned and the centents of the other paper including the signature 
were in j)rint. So, rny Secretary wrote a letter to the Secretary of the 
North Calcutta Congress (Committee, which ran as fellows : 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are we cx)ncerned with all these 
SirP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think the Hon’ble Minister might be short- 
This question is (juite periinent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: All right, Sir, I will be 
short. 

My Secretary wrote this letter; — 

*‘Dear Sir, 

The Hon’ble Minister, Department of Public Health and Ijocal 
Self-Government, has received by |) 08 t the following papers; — 

(1) Printed circular letter headed “North Calcutta Congress Com- 

mittee” and purporting to be issued from 1/1, Shampooker 
Street with date the Pith December 1937 on the — 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the date of this letters? 

The Hon’hio Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: This is dated the 14th 
January 1938. 

subject ‘Appointment of a Special Officer for the Building 
Department of the Calcutta Corporation’, and bearing your 
name in print as the signatory in your capacity as Secretary, 

, North Calcutta Congress Committee, and 

(2) A typed sheet of paper with the heading ‘Questions regarding 

some irregular cases of the Building Department, dated 
the 8th November 1937’ in which reference is made to three 
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premises, namely, 36, Kaukulk Hoad, ^6/lA, 26/lB, Grey 
Street, and 10 Sliampooker Street, 

In the printed circular referred tn ahove criticism has been made of 
the. working of the Ihiildinjj I)e})artnieiit of the (Calcutta Corporation, 
and the appointment of a Special OfBcer for this Department has l>een 
urjred. Before taking any action on these jiapers, the ITonTlile Minister 
wishes to he assured that the eireular has in fact ht^en issued by yon 
in your capacity as the 8ecret4u\ of the North Calcutta C-ongress Com- 
mitU‘e, and as your signature is in print, and not in your own hand, 1 
am desired to verify it by a direct reference from you. Would you 
kindly let me liave information on the above points as soon as possible.” 

To srninit kt mab gkosti, Esq., 

Sei'rrtarij, .Vorf/i ('alrutta i'tfiifjrfjts ('oftimvittee* 

Now the repl\ given to this leitei is this. This letter is dated 
the 17th /18th Januaiv. I*td8, North ('ahoitta (\>ngr«NSH Committee. 

'‘Dear Sir, 

1 b<*g to acknowlcilge receipt of your demUoificial letter No. 
168M. of the 14(h instant, and note thM you desire me to confirm 
my signature in the pnnt«Hl circular letter in the cajmcity of the 
Secretary', North (-alcutta ('ongress (Vunmittee, which I hereby (*on- 
tinn. 1 wonder n-* to who might have refened the matter to you, 
and would like to inform you that this has l>een done at the sender’s 
own initiative and res|x»nsibility without my knowh^lge and <x)n- 
sent — 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Hear, hear 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Tb *re are otlici matters 
also. 

**The circular referred to wa-^ circulated under instruction fioiu 
our District Congn^ss Sul>-Coin!nitt«H\ and the (juerieN were Hcnt along 
with my letter. dati»tl the Sth N'ovemher, 1937, addressed t-o the (!hief 
Executive 0,.icer, ( 'orjK)rution of Calcutta. A.s I ettnnot understand 
how these fmj^ers found their way to the Ilon’ble Minister, Depart- 
ment of Public Hejilth him! l/ocal Self-Government, 1 shall thank you 
to enlighten me kindly in the matter.” 

”In this connection I may mention that no reply to the <n^ericii» 
referred to alM)vt has yet been received from the Cahutta (’orpora- 
tion.” 

(Hear, hear, from the Coalition Benchee.) 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HASH EM Y: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
aware of the fact that under the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Act 
eren in spite of posting surgeons and in spite of paying Us. 9,000 to 
a particular surgeon, unauthorised instruction was made — 

Mft SPEAKER : That question does not arise. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state when this question was received in his Administrative 
Department, and when was it received with the reply? 

The HOfi’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: That is more than what 
I can tell off hand; if the hon’hle member puts a question I shall reply. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that this question was 
received and replied to quite contrarj* to the ordinary practice of reply- 
ing in course of time, at a very early date for some sjx'cial reasons''' 

The Hofl’hle Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: It is for the l^egislative 
Assembly Department to send questions to the Administrative Dei^jirt- 
ment, and the Administrative Department alwavs tries to exjx^dite 
answer to (pu^tions as soon as practicable. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Tbe enthusiasm of the Secretary 
to enquire into the matter is really wonderful. Will tho TTon’ble 
Minister he pleased to give an assurance — 

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a question. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware of the fact that some high Government officials have been held 
by the Municipal Magistrate of Calcutta guilty of gross violation — 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arivse. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon^de Minister he 
pleased to give us an assurance that the same enthusia.sm will he shown 
by t-Iie Secretary in future cases of enquir>' too? 


Mr* SPEAKER: « That question does not arise. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

* Debt Settlement Boards in certain pdioe-stations of Noekhali. 

69. Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: uO U thu 

Hon’blo Minister in (haij^v <»! the Credit and Uurul 

Indebtednoss Depurlinent aware that there is no Debt Settlement Board 
under the jxdiee-'^tations Hatia, Sandwip and HaingntiP 

(b) Is it a laet that the majority of meinlH»rs of the Debt Settle- 
ment Boiirds in N(»akhali aie taluktiars and mnhnjam'^ 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister awaie of a feeling^ ot ilissatisfiution 
funongst the debtors of the Noakhali distrirt over the matter of settb*- 
ment by theae Boards? 

MINISTER in chargt of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Miikiinila 

Behary Mullicfc): (a) This is not corroot. 

(b) and ir) No. 

Malaria in the Dhamrai and Saturia police-etationa, Dacca. 

70. Mmilvi AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: ia) U the lion ble Minis- 

tei in charge of tlie Publii' Health and I.ocal Self-Cjovernmeut Depart- 
ment nwaie that jK*()])1e of Dhamrai and Saturia jK)lice-8tation« in the 
district of Dacca have suffered this year from an attack of malaria? 
(6) Ilave Go\ernment investigated int<» the causes of the outhroak? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that there were prolonged suffering and re|K*ated attacks; and 
(ii) that the supply (»f quinine was not adequate? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be please<l to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing separately — 

(i) total numl>er of population ; and 

(it) nunitier (d attacks ami deaths from niularia thi*^ year iu these 
two riiions, viz., Suapur and Kowile? 

(e) 'What steps do the (lovernment jrroinwe taking ti> |neveut and 
to control the spretid of raalario in thi.s area? 

The Hon’Me Mt. SYED NAUSHER ALI: ui) Yes 

(h) The causes of the outbreak are under investigation. A com- 
prehensive malaria survey by ofBeers deputed liy the Bengal Public 
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Healtb Department is at present being earned out in Dhamrai police- 
station. 

(c) (i) No. 

(ii) No. The supply was adequate. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. The niimWr of attacks from 
malaria is not available. 

(e) Stef>8 for control of malaria will l>e decided uixm as soon as the 
results of the investigations are available. 

SUlternevi referred to in the reply to clause {d) of un star red question 
No. 70 y showing number of population and aftorl.s ami deaths 
from malaria in No wile and Suapur. 

Deaths from 

Population. Attacks. malaria up to 

December, 1937. 

Rowile . . H,326 Not known 107 

Suapur . . 11 ,662 Do. 723 

Water-supply scheme and tube^well in Bogra- 

71. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Ibiblic Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Municipal Com- 
missioners of Bogra have apjdied for sanction to a loan for the water- 
supply scheme in the Municijialitv? 

(6) If so, what action have the Government taken or propose taking 
in the matter? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the water tiom ordinary tul>e-u ells, including that of the 
District Magistrate’s bungalow, w’as found hy the Public 
Analyst of Rangpur tt> contain fiecal germs and reported by 
him b> he unfit for human consumption; and 
(«) that the tube-well sunk by Goveniment at a co^t of about 
Rs. 18,000 is not in use at present ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. 8YED NAUBHER ALI: (a) Yes 

(6) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

(oj (i) Four samples of tube-well water including one from District 
Magistrate's bungalow was found to be unsafe for human consamptioxi. 
(tt) Yes ; the actuaj cost of the tube- well was Rs. 12^802. 



im-] 


QUESTIONb. 


n 


Khan Sahaditr MOHAIIMED ALI : In view of the answer to (r) (i) 

that the water was unsafe for human oonsumption, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleasetl to state what steps does the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHEA ALI: I will look into the 
matter. 


Tube-wells in Notkhali. 

72. Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR HOSAINIS Will the 

Hon^ble Minister in eharj^e of the l*ublic Health and I^cal Self- 
Government Department l>e pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of tube-wells eonstructed in the district of 

Nimkhali with th(‘ monev allotted for the puri^ose by the 
India Government after the <lei»arture of Mr. R. A. Ihitoh, 
I < till now ; 

(b) tht‘ dej»lh of ea( b tuln’-uell uiitl I he cost incmrred for the oon- 

sfnn tion of eaeh tulw'-well; 

(r) the number of rnrit ruetor-^ en^»ajred for the pur]K)se along with 
their reHf»t*f ti\ (» iiameK and nati^(‘ districts; 

[d) llie rea.Hon fur engaging Hindu eoniraetors of other districts 

in preteience to loeal Muslim eontraetor: and 

(e) the name (d the oflicer who insperted the works of the tulre- 

w<*lls ? 


The Hon’bln Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: <n) 1 Hi 

(6) A statement containing the information iis far us available is 
laid on the I/ihrarv talrle. 

(r) Bahu Ilarendia K. Ma/umdar belonging to Noakhali. 

Bahu Itumuni Molian Ih* ludonging t 4 » Noakhali 

Bahu Rai Mohan Das. Braruh Manager, mi Isdialf of Lu\mi Naravan 
Tube- well Go , Ijelonging to Dacca. 

(d) Only one of the (ontrardors belongs to a district other than Noa- 
khali. All these contrartoi s have got husirie.ss in Noakhali. Only 
these three contractors filed hy the preserihed date sealed lenders with 
the rerjuired deposit mone\ while the other contractors, of whom two* 
were Muhammadans, did not furnish the deposit j.ioney. * 

(«) Babti Kali Brahma Mukharji, District Engineer, with the assist- 
anee of the District Board Overseers checked th» works. 
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Propbsed motion for Adjoummont. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, under 
rule 106 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Eules and Standing Orders, 
I beg leave to move a motion for adjournment of the business of ’the 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why did you not give notice yesterday ? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: I could not seize the 
earliest oportunity of placing this matter before the House and asking 
for its leave. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But usually you are very prompt in these matters! 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: Unfortunately, the letter 
(sic.) was delivere<l at my residence at 1 o’clock when I was away in 
my office. T received it on return to mv house. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tf you renew your request on Monday next, I 
shall consider the matter, f^or technical difficulties I cannot allow it 
to be taken up to-day. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: Then. I take it, Sir, 
that 1 shall be allowed to nn>ve it on Monday next. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I will con.sider the matter on Monday. In the 
meantime I would request the Hon’ble Home Minister to furnish me 
with *the necessary information about the text of the motion. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

‘‘XVI I-— Irrigation, etc.” 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. d4, 11,500 l>e granted for exjienditure under heads 
“XVII — Irrigation — Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Ex]>endi- 
ture financed from Ordinary' Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expen- 
diture financed from Famine Relief Fund — 19 — Oon.struction of Irri- 
gation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works — B — Financed 
from Ordinary Revenues and 68 — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment a;id Drainage works not charged to Revenues.” 
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Sir, in preaeutiag this budget ou the last m'dwion I spent s<>ine time 
in explaining the causes of the increase and decrease in the various 
items of expenditure. I do not propose to do so on this occasion, as 
the time at my dis[>o8al is shorl and can be more tisefttlly K|Hmt if I 
devote it to a statement of mv jHilicy and of the work that has been 
and will be undertaken to implement that |)olicy. 

The subject of migalinn (omprises f<nu items, \iz., irrigution piu- 
per, drainage, embaiikuient.s, and navigation. As regards embank- 
ments, my [H)licy is to abandon the existing ones gradually as far as 
is consistent with public safety. Jsir. tbe.se embankmimt.s are the 
cur.se of (^entral Bengal, and expt^rts are of opinion that they constitute 
one of th(‘ main reu'^ons for the do<adence of this area, and they have 
been rightly descnTH‘d ms “Satanic* chains” hy Sir William Wilcoeks. 

In the first jdace. these embankments iiiterfcM’e with the^ Tiatural pro- 
cess cd the* raising of the ih*ltaic- aiea of the* province 1>\ means of flood- 
si>ill. Secondly, thc'v prevent flushing which is vitally lus'essary in 
low-lving areas foi ilestnoiai; malaii.d larxa* and for improving the 
fertilit\ c»f the* >(»il l.nstK, a v<»ry scmIoiis situaticni is deve](>))ing 
aa a result of the attempt to confine the flocxls within the narreuv river- 
chaniicds by mc*ans of <*arth(‘u embankmc'ntw The hc'cls of the* rivews 
ore rising grnduallv, imm e-,>iiaf ing high«*r and higher embatikinents to 
prevent co (*rtccpping b\ floods In sojnc^plac'es on the* Damodar, the 
ri\er be»l is more* than Jd fe«M highc*i than the ec^nntry b*vc*]-“ 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: feet higher? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8Ri8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbazar: 

Ves, And the constspjences can he easily imagined if the cunhank- 
ment is breached and a wall of water more than 20 fe^'t high rushes over 
the countryside with terrific ve]of‘ity. 

1 am well aware of the suffering caused to large numliers of |>eojile 
living in this area on the* left hank of the river which is not continu- 
ousl\ protected hy emlwinkment s. It is mv intention to lake steps in 
the near future to tackle this prohhun. A sun'ey of the area is in 
progress, ancl when it is <ompleted it should he |)cmsihle to devise means 
by whic'b the floocling and water-logging can he minimiscvl. As a 
tem}x>rar\ ii ^asuie, *iomc* woirs will Ik* cemstructed before the rainv 
season across the mcMiths of cueeks which lend the waters of the 
Damodar to the coun’r\'iide even in times of normal flood. The 
Ooomti emhanknient is nmdher case in point and m> attention has 
been Tef)eatedly drawn to the havoc* caused lr\' breaclies in the embank- * 
nient. It is not j>ossihlc. for rejisons which T have stated liefor^, to 
embank the froomti on bc^+h sides, but the Engineers of the department 
are at jiresenf engaged in prejianTig a seheme for the construction of 
escapes for the flood water of this river. 
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I shall now deal with the subject of navigation. It is not necessary 
for me to dwell at length on the imperative need of East Bengal for 
the conservation of waterways. In the first place, it is necessary to 
keep a navigable route open between East Bengal and the Port of 
Calcutta so that the growers of jute and other commodities may -get 
the proper pnce for their produce. Any increase in the cost of trans- 
port of jute to Calcutta would me^n a corresponding decrease in the 
pnce which the cultivator would get. In the second place, navigable 
channels are of utmost ini]>ortance to the inhabitants of East Bengal 
for facilities of communication and for enabling the agiiculturisis to 
bring their produce tc» tl»e markets. It will not lx* too much to say 
that the waterways in East Bengal stand in the same position as rail- 
ways and roads in other parts of Bengal. 

As the Iloiise is aware, these vital waterw'ays are getting gradn- 
aliy silted up and are not re<‘eiving the attention which tliev m'cd. 
The courses of currents have to he kept under systematic observation, 
dredging at regular inteivals is necesflary, and well-thought-out plans 
have to be prepared and executed. The Bcngi\l Waterways Act was 
passed by the previous Council with the definite object of juitting the 
entire control and maintenance of the waterways in a stalutoiy 'bod> . 
Its financial scheme has been eonceived wuih the best of i lotives. and 
when it is put into operation the benefits derived will more than out- 
wtdgh hardships, if any. 

I now' come to the most imjiortant activity of this department, wliich 
has lK*eii more or b'ss neglected in the past owing to financial stringenev. 

Ijarge areas in (Vntral Ibuigal have Wc'ome decadent owing to the 
diminishing fertilit;\ of the soil and the ravages of malaria. If these 
areas are to lx* saved from gradual decay and ultimate desidation, they 
must, in tlie oi>inion of e\jM*rts like Sii Willunn Wilcoiks, 1 h' flushed 
and irrigated with the silt-laden waters of the hig riveI^. AVe IvaM' three 
mich schemes umb^r preparation, viz., the IIooghly-Howrah Flushing 
Scheme, the More project, and the l)iuak(‘sw ar Scheme. I am glad to 
be able to state that the ])re]>,tration of the ITooghly-IIowrah Flushing 
Scheme is nearing (ompletioii and that detailed plans and estimates will 
be ready in a few months. This scheme wdll take the waters of the 
Damodar over about f%0 sipinre miles of land in the districts of Burd- 
wan, Hooghly, and How'rah and will im]>r(»ve the condition of the dying 
rivers like the Kiinti. Saraswati, Kana l>amo<lar, etc. The More in- 
ject is intended to intnaluce a compndiensive irrigation sclienie which 
will irrigate about T(H) s(jnore mile< af land, mainly in the district of 
^ Birbhum. It ii» ]w<»|x)seil 1o construct a reservoir at Mossanjore across 
♦be river More while it runs through the hills for irrigating the area 
commanded by the lower reaches of the river. The FNirakeswar Schemo 
aims at flushing and irrigating a large trace of land, mainly in the dis- 
trict of BankiTra. The first two schemes, vis., the Hooghly-Howrah and 
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the More, will cost about 5 crores of ru|ieeB. H they are to be toiken 
up, it ia imperative that the annual eapitnl and maintenance chargi'H, 
which will amount to alK)ut Ks. d8 lakhs per annum, should he met by 
the benefited piersoiis. A heavy burden of this magrnitude caniud he 
plated on the pruviiu ial revenues us a jiernmiieiit charge, nor will it l>e 
fair and ecpii table to devote smh a large jmrt of the revenues of the 
province to the iin[)rovement of small ureas of the jjrovime. 1 do not 
propose to dwell on the financial as|>ec*ts of the pro|K»sal at present. 
They will Ije pla('ed before tlie House under the provi.sioiis of the Heugul 
Development A(^t, and the House will then have a ttill op|H>rt unity of 
discussing in detail the financial and other us|iects of the s<dieine. 

Sir, these lug projects will lake a little time to mature. During 
the coming year, I intend to take up the resuscitation of the Hlunrah 
and some other coimccttMl ri\eis in (Vntral Bengal This ar(*a. whicli 
was once highlv fertile arid jiro^jM'nuis. is now m the grips of disease 
and }M»verty on account of tlie gradual deeay ol llu‘ ehantu'D which 
carried the silt-laden NcatiM^^ »d the tiangc's ac*n»ss it. The* Kngitieer.** 
of the dej)artment are satisfied uhout the gcoKual fcMisihility of a scheme 
to n*vive wholly or iKirtiall\ "ome of the d>ing rivers and are engaged 
in prc'jiaring a projec t in detail, the work on whicdi will Ik> starttul in 
the coining cold weather. A|Hiit from this big sc'heme, I intend to 
take up in the coming year u number of itiinor works of public Ixmefif. 
Four such .schemes have been mentioned in the budget. Besides these, a 
number of other schemes will l)c selected and taken up. These schemes 
cannot he s|H*cified now and I have been obligcul to ask for n lump sum 
provision. The reason is that the sidieiiies in the archive's of the defmri- 
meni were in many cases iwoiMired long ago and have to Ih^ re-examined 
in the light of the existing conditions. Sir, it will lie olxiorved that 
the lump sum provision includes ex|HMidi1ure on investigations and con- 
tour surveys. I shall now procecnl to outline what 1 have dona and 
pro{X>8e to do in these directions. Shortly after asHUiiiiiig office, I 
felt the need for a comprehensive list of the irrigation needs in each 
district. The schemes in the archives of the deportment were like 
a few pieces of a big jig-saw puxzle which did not fit in together and 
present a clear inciure of the needs of the people. Moreover, some parte 
M Bengal hail retudved little or no attention from Irrigation officers. 
On account c^ financial stringaucy very few new works of public lienefii 
could be undertaken; the stuff was cut down to a minimum and waa 
barely sufficient for the maintenance of the existing works. The whole 
of North Bengal forms only one subdivision in charge of an Assistant 
Engineer. One Executive Engineer at Khulna is in charge of 11 dii- 
tricts. No wonder that very little is known to (iovernment at the 
irrigation n^eds ia Northeni and Eastern Bengal. I would appeal to 
the House to give me more men ; without the requisite staff it 
would l)e impossible to expand the activities ot this department. I 



accordingly asked the Commissioners of Divisions to compile and 
furnish mo with a comprehensive list of the irrigation needs in each 
district arranged in order of priority after consultation with local 
bodies. These schemes have been received from most of the Commis- 
sioners and will be examined by a special officer from the engineewng 
and other points of view. 

Another work which I propose to start in the coming year is a 
contour survey of the spill area of the Ganges on the east of Jalangi. 
It is high time that something should be done to flush these decadent 
rivers and tracts of land; and a contour survey is essentially neces- 
sary for the preparation of flushing schemes. 

After the discussion I had with some eminent scientists who 
assembled in Calcutta during the last session of the Science l>m- 
grcfis, I am {lersonally convinced that, without a river-training 
laboratory in tlie province, it will be futile to hope to get results of 
lasting l>enefit. I am making further investigation into this and 
particularly tlie cost whicli it is likely to involve. 

Sir, in concluding my remarks I would ask the House to bear in 
mind that irrigation sebemes (‘anriot be pre|iared and executed in a 
short space of time, (breful and prolonged investigations have to be 
made for the |irei>aration of a scheme, while the execution is delayed by 
the shortness of the working season, a factor wliich I would appeal to 
the House to realise. Moreover, we have to deal with the mighty 
natural phenomenon of the shifting eoiirses of rivers down to the sea 
across flat and low-lying areas. Legend say that the mighly Bhagi- 
rath trained the Ganges into her old channel along the river Hooghly. 
The work of Bhngirath was, however, undone in the 15th or IGth 
century when the Ganges suddenly decided to shift her main course 
towards the east and to join the Brahmaputra and the Meghna. In 
consequence West Bengal is beading towards desolation while water- 
logging and erosion are rife in liast Bengal. The Teesta in the North 
similarly deserted her old coiirso and ceased to feed the streams in 
North Bengal. It is now for us to attempt to undo to the best of our 
ability the evil effects of these acts of nature which have l)een aggra- 
vated by the acts of man in setting u}> embankments and otkfig 
obstacles in the way of nature spill. 'Fhe task ahead of us is very big 
indeed and I ask the House, through you. Sir, for their earnest and 
wholehearted eo-oiieration in tackling the various problems. 

Mr. aPEAKER: I jirojwse to close this debate at about 12-30; but 
as this subject is of very great importance and as I find in the agenda 
papdi^ that at leasi four important issues have been raised, I will call 
upon each mover to .speak one after another giving the first mover 16 
minutes time and for other movers 10 minutes each. I will first call 
upon Dr. Sanyal to spSak : after that I will call upon Mr. Nishitha Nath 
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Sundlif then one of the groups of Maulvi Aahar Ali and others and then 
Mahanjkumar Uday Ghand Mahtab. 

In view of my ruling that I gave yesterday, so far as the Opposi- 
tion is concerned, they are free to press any motion to a division if 
they so choose; but so far as the allied gnuips of Government or 
Government group are concerned, they can move cut motions to draw 
attention to or to get statement of G(»verniiierils policy. 

Mr* SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Is our group del>arred 
from taking part P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Nisitha Nath Kundu will sjieak from your 
group. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K* FAZLUL HUQ: >u lui an the Ministerial 
Party is cou(*erned Jo 1 uudei stand that they <*an discuss, take imrt 
and initiate disiussjnii. but they cannot jires^ f(»r division J' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ves. thev can mo\t‘ to gel an announcement of 
(toverninent jxiliev and do everything but shoiihl press for a division. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 lw‘g,to move that the demand 
under the bead “Irngatien” Ik* reduced by Us. 1(K) in order to draw 
attention to the iit)lic\ luij administration of the deixirtmont and failure 
to initiate and e.\e(’ule Wneficent schemes. 

Sir, it requires hardly any argument to demonstrate the urgency of 
the problem of Irrigation in Bengal and I would in support of my case 
quote onl\ one sentence frotn tlie budget speech of the llon'ble the 
Finance Minister, where he said: “In certain parts at least, of Btmgal, 
development of irrigation is a necessity for the very life and Bustenance 
of the jieople. Gentral and West Ih'iigal and some <li,slricts of North 
Bengal are the worst snflfcrers fr<»m the lack of inigation. Exjiert 
opinion has jwiinted out that in most |xirls of (Vutral and Western Ben- 
gal a continuous process of de}M)piilation and detei ioral ion of agricul- 
ture has set in,” 

# S' 

From north t(» south, from east to west, in every p«irl ol Bengal the 
problem presents unique features; and although the llon’hle the Finance 
Minister has confined his attention t<^ central and western Bengal, the 
problems of .‘ust Bengal are no less acute to-day tlian tlws problem# of 
the other parts of Bengal. I submit that the urgency of the jirohlem, 
as affecting the health, agriculture, the coinmunicution and the land 
formation jiroldems of Bengal, has not lieen sufficiently aiqneciated by 
the department concerned, and when the whole of Bengal lias been 
suffering the de])artment has been silently watching tke deterioration; 
while high ctecials are drawing fat salaries and • signing notes and 
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papers, the fK>or villagers are dying in thousands and have been suffering 
in silence. This state of affairs has been continuing for a jiumber of 
years and with the usliering in of responsible Government, it is 
lioi)ed that a broad policy would be initiated and courage would be 
taken in both hands to save the |X)pulation of Bengal from utter rum in 
no time. 1 submit, Sir, that the legacy of the jwst still continues and 
the budget that has been presented to us to-day does not show any 
improvement in the situation. The budget evidences the continuance 
of the old fwlicy of apithy and silence. In the first place, we do not 
find any new iiroject of improvement save and except through the 
words of the Hon’ble Minister in charge, which have just now drop- 
p<^d. AVe do not find any evidence in the budget itself that any big 
project is under contemplation. We have got only mark-time arrange- 
ments and we havo evidence at most of only a few^ small tinkering 
arrangements of Rs. S,000 in one district and Rs. 16,000 in another. 

There is also the evidence that out of a total expenditure of nearly 
•^18 lakhs of the department only Rs. 4,77,000 are meant for new works 
and for works in progress and even out of this sum nearly Rs. l,6'‘l,00fl 
is meant for surveys and Rs. 1,85,000 go to building bridges near about 
Calcutta on navigation canals. I submit that these hardly show that 
there has been any real appreciation of the requirements of rural Bengal 
60 far as irrigation problems are concerned. 

The establishment charges exclusive of special revenue establish- 
ment go up to nearly 11 *9 lakhs, i.e., nearly 12 lakhs while on new 
projects we find a meagre sum of about Rs. 4 lakhs and odd only pro- 
vided for, out of which nearly 1 *4 lakhs go for bridges near about 
Calcutta. 

There is of course a provision of a certain sum for surveys, etc., Iml 
no good projects benefiting large areas are mentioned. We ma^j 
have surveys and surveys may give us some good projects, but unlesi 
and until the results of the surveys are acted up to, there can be m 
real benefit to the people. We have just heard from the Hon’bh 
Minister in charge that certain projects have been drawn up and th< 
detailed estimates have been made as the Hon’ble Minister has 0 tate( 
before us, hut where is the provision, where is the fund provided loi 
the sameP We pause for an ansiver. Nothing is provided for. S< 
far as all the areas of Bengal are concerned, many beneficent .schemes 
that have been lying ready for a number of years are being shelved 
There are schemes for the improvement of the districts of Nadia anc 
Jessore drawn up not by one engineer but by several district officials 
engineers and the District Board Chairmen sitting together. Thesi 
schemes would not cost more than Rs. 2 to 3 lakhs and would simplj 
change the character of Central Bengal as a whole. The schemei 
include improvement of Mathahlianga, Bhairab, Kopatakkhi, Ghitra 
Naha Ganga- Betna, Rodla, and a number nl other rivefB donm beloi 
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the region, and still I do not find that a singia rupee has been provid- 
ed for such beneficent schemes, while the Hon^ble Minister in chargj 
comes forward with promises alone. Is that the way he is going to 
change the character of Bengal ? 

« So far as the irrigation problem of Bengal in general goes, the pro- 
blem appears to have throe-fold aspects. In the first place the problem 
in East Bengal is one of river training and control of erosions. There, 
it is not a question so much of deteriorated and dying rivers, which 
need flushing. In ('cntrul Bioigal the problem is one of flushing, and 
large-scale spill areas have got to be developed for flushing areas which 
have deteriorated l>eyoiid recognition. In West Bengal, i.e., in 
the districts of Midnapiir, Bankura and Birhhum we need storage 
arrangement s. Tliese are parti<ularly the three diffeient tyj)es of 
irrigational probbuns that we :ir»* requin*d to itu*et. in order that we 
ina> ^olve the diffic ulties due to laullx distrihutinii of water resources. 

The failure of the tlovernment so fur has been due to a numlier of 
eause^'. I have carefully gone thnuigh the ipiestion and I agree with 
my hon’hle friend the Minister in eliarge that there is something like 
utter helplessness in the department so far as the numWr of expert 
staff goe^. T recognise that tlie department has been treab*d shabbily 
by the old (Tovenimcnt Perhaps that uas due to an insufficiont 
appifciation <'f the real problems of irrigation in Bengal. The failure 
has lH‘en due largely to this, and in the second place to the fart that 
the (rovernmenl have treated irrigation as a eommerrial department. 
The policy of the Government has been that so far as the irrigation 
jirojects are concerned they must not only pay their own way including 
the expenses of the particular irrigation administrative arrangements, 
but have also to Wnr a proportionate share of the permanent establish- 
mem This an absurdity. If Irrigation is sufficiently important 
like the Police and the .Jails, there must not be any other consideration 
introduced for providing money for the administration of this depart- 
ment out of general revenue** Th<*re is no ground whatever to think, 
as Ml. Adams William** pointed out in the past, that the problem of 
irrigation is merely concerned with the projects of flushing a particular 
local area. It invohes many different aspects of the life of the 
people, e.g., public health is improved, conimunications are improved, 
agriculture is imporved, — that you cannot allocate any particular 
portion of the work of the administrative staff to a particular kind of 
work and then ask them to find out the money from the project itself. 
This theory of a Commercial Department is standing in the way of many 
a good project. In the third place there is utter lack of imagination and 
initiative in the department that has been reduced to a mere checking 
department. With a meagre number of officers, the staff of the Irriga- 
gation Department have got to check the numerous suggestions that 
come from the District Boards and from various official and non-official 
9 
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agrencies. They have not the time, nor ener^, nor experience to 
mitiate a new project. In the fourth place, in addition to what the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge has pointed out, there is also another diffi- 
culty with regard to the staff that should be noted, namely, that as soon 
as the staff get trained in a particular area and begin to gain ^xpep- 
ence of that area, that staff have got to be transferred. Because of the 
meagre number of staff' there is <*on8tant change in the superior officers 
leaving new officers in a position of utter heli)lessness. They cannot 
cope with the problem immediately, and are not able to gain experi- 
ence before three or four years, but by that time they are also trans- 
ferred to some otlier area. That lias been an important diftieulty. 
There are also other difficulties due to want of contour surveys and 
of detailed facta as mentioned by the Hon’ble Minister. I 
submit that these are difficulties which nec'essariU fijlhiw from want of 
adequate number of staff. There has been (Ijfficulty for want of 
scientific study through a seri(*s of hydraulic observation and foi- nant 
of a river physics laboratory as the flon'ble Minister has pointed out. 
There are also certain legal lacuna, certain difficulties which .stand in 
the way of beneficent projects being taken U]), because. 1 understand,, 
that in spite of the Agrieultiiral and Sanitary Improvements Act of 
1921, and Bengal Development A(‘t, there is no protection for Govern- 
ment officials in bringing forth new projects of irrigation uhich may 
lead to some damage to cropft or property. We are not wTitiiig on a 
clean slate as the Hon ’hie Minister has shown and that vested interests 
have grown up from day to day, with tlie result that unless there is a 
change in the existing legislation. Government would find themselves 
in great difficulty in bringing forth Ixujeficent projects even if they 
desire to do this. Tliere is also the difficulty dm* to inatleciiuu y of the 
grant. That is obvious. In a country \\lieie ( lorl‘^ iind croies of rupees 
would be required we provide for only Bs. 4 or d laklis for nt'w irriga- 
tion projects. With this small sum we will never achieve the desired 
result. 

The problem of irrigation is vast and intri(*ate. I have l>een trying 
to study the same for the Inst six months — both the 
theoretical aspect of the question as well as praetical. I find that 
natural causes and human interference are equally res])onsible for the 
deterioration of the rivers of Bengal. Tlie natural causes are due to the 
changing courses of our rivers and the 8ilt-l>earing nature of the rivers 
in the alluvial parts of lower and East Bengal. The problem of silt is 
a most baffling problem. It has been not only baffling the agricultural 
and irrigation experts in this part of India hut has been baffling the 
experts of all parts of the World. The quantity of .silt carried by the 
riverl of Bengal is something collosal, and most of the ills in our 
irrigation problem are due to this. On the top of that human inter- 
ference in the shape of embankments, bridges, roads and railways has 
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created havoc in the free flow of water. As a result land formation 
lias been prevented and the problems of drainage and Irrigation are 
f)ecoming more and more acute. 


The livers of Benpjal <*an 1h* broadly elassitied under thrt'e groups. 
The first comprises those \vhi<‘|i conic from the Himalayan rcjrion and 
form the primai^^ delta-buildeio;. Fiider this ijroup come the Gunjyes, 
;he Brahmaputra, the Teesta ami the Mejrhna, and tliese are the big 
’ivers of Xortheru and Eu-^tern Beti^al (^ndf*r llie se(‘oiid ^jroup come 
he Damodar, A jay. More', (’o'i>\c and Bupiiaiayan rivers that orig'inate 
rom the lower liills of the ('lio(ai]a^**pur and Santa! Pai>:jMiaH areas and 
inder the third ^roup <'onic the tidal rivers of hoxei lb*a«-al. 

T will not detain you lon;j- iii ;:oni^'- into the di'taiK ahout the 
’]iara<-tcri«1 ics of each ;>roiij>. 1 will Tcf<*r to an mlcrcst inj*- paper read 
)> niie of the irri^'-at ioii cii;j-iio*crN of Bengal, Mi S ('. .Mantmdar in 
he last Siieina* Tonyre***' In tliat |^aper \ou will jifel a M''eful and 
iiterestin^- study of the (‘iilirc piiddcm of ii\ers of Ibuical wliich 
■equires a \ery careful cxaiuinaiion 


I submit that th*‘ irri^^atuui ot Bengal ic(|Uire,s now \er\ hold 
neasure?* based upon <aiclul and rxaminaiion ot numerous fux’lorfl, 

riiere are some misiamcepi mn-* in tlo* public mind in le^’ard to improve- 
uent of watorwu>s. d hcNc miHroni ept lom^ ha\e ^.'ot to be removed, 
for example, the idea of llo* UNetuInesjj of conhankimuits, dredji^’in^ 
•perations and cuts of river mouths. These are old and exploded 
henries. Now, v\e liav<‘ ^»‘ot more siientificallv investijfuted data and 
[nowlcul^ru horn out of them. In order to improve onr rivets we must 
ee that sjull arenas are (*xt«‘mled and mon* water is drawn from the 
our<*es and upper reai lies of fre^h water rivers. Iiar}.j:e spill areas must 
le allowed to form ami rais«* tlie level of lamls. That is the only way 
o improve the rivers, ami there is no other way to improve them, 
^eople should Im^ (ulmated in this and tlo*ir airriculturnl and other 
perations should he sn mo<lifii*d a> to permit tin’s numaly lo be freely 
p plied. 

I request Government ami ure»‘ upon them that they do take uj) a 
►old policy and try to execute that poliev into action f»y takiiif];’ tiiis 
louse into its confidence at e\ery step, and I am sure the House will 
rive them every possible fai ility, evei v j>o«sil>Ie help, and every possible 
inaneial supply. Mere tinkering pr<r)je(fs with a small scheme here 
nd there will not do. T want tlie Hon’hle Minister to remember in 
his connection one thin^*, that, unleH,s he adopts schemes providing" 
imultaneous approach over a comparatively larjire area no real and 
►ermanent benefit can be done. I can j^ive you on*, example so far •as 
Vntral Bengal is concerned. I find that there i.s a wonderful hydro- 
l^'namic balancing or equilibrium created with all the river systems 
bat emanate from the Ganges, — from the BhagiraPtbi on the one side 
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to the Gorai on the other. There is a chain of rivers that has got a 
system of waterways balancing itself on the North and on the South. 
Unless you take the whole area simultaneously, and if you only draw 
the water at one end, then the rivers of other areas may suffer. There- 
fore, I submit that there must be a sufficiently comprehensive -Scheme, 
otherwise no real and permanent benefit can be done. I also submit 
that the Government should create a machinery for scientific study; 
they should create a machinery for a hydro-dynamic research laboratory ; 
they should create a machinery to tackle and initiate development pro- 
jects and to execute sanctioned projects expeditiously and efficiently, 
and I implore tlie House, as well as the Government to realise that 
unless this is done no permanent good to the country can be achieved. 

The Department of Co-operative, the Department of Agriculture, 
the Department of Public Health, and the Department of Communica- 
tions are all vitally interested in the problems connected with irrigation. 
I appeal to all of them to shake off their departmental compartmentalism 
and join hands together, for unless that is done, no permanent benefit 
to the country can ever be achieved. Unfortunately, Sir, Irrigation in 
the last few years l)efore the inauguration of the Reforms was a Reserved 
subject, and those who were in charge of this Department were not 
sufficiently appreciative of the cry in the wilderness of the villagers, 
who were content to ask merely for small projects here and there, and 
could not go further. The experts of the Government, Sir, know more 
about these things than the villagers. They know that the countr^^ 
demands comprehensive schemes and a bold policy for the whole of the 
area. This is the only way in which these problems can be tackled. 
I have got a number of projects referred to me and I can hand them 
over to the Hon'ble Minister if he so desires. In the Dacca district 
there are the following schemes : — 

Tulsi Khali khal, Ichamati river, Dhaleswari river, Dolaikhal 
project, and Karnapara khal. 

There are similar schemes almost for every district of Bengal. 

I have projects for Contai and Tamluk, specially the Kalighai pro- 
ject for Contai; I have also got other projects which are ready and lying 
in the department almost complete, viz., the storage projects for 
Bankura, and the Reservoir Project for Birbhum, a flushing scheme 
for South Midnapore, river flushing projects for Jessore and Nadia; 
important schemes for the tidal river in the 24-Parganas land Khulna, as 
well as several other schemes for flushing the waterlogged areas of 
Murshidabad and North Bengal. I have also made some enquiries 
regarding flood-flushing schemes for Pabna and Rajshahi with the 
help of the local District Engineers. 

I submit that if these projects are taken up with courage and if non- 
official agencies aro given sufficient initiative in this matter, and taken 
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[nt4) CQ|i£dence, then much of the improvement c&n be effected by non- 
official ttffencies at a much cheaper cost. With these words, Sir, I 
implore that Government should gro a new way to solve the Irrigation 
probleiitf of Bengal. I must frankly admit that the problems appeared 
to nre et one stage to loe quite baffling, and even after the study that I 
have made of this matter, I come forward with my propositions with 
some amount of diffideine. For unlike perhaps the stag«* at which I 
talked much but could not give ray suggestions a concrete shape, I now 
realise that the pro!)lcm is a vcr\* vast one and requires 
careful and intensive study. I therefore submit with great 
humility that if it appears that it is not posvihlo to go througli the entire 
ft* Id as proposed hy me sf i nitilifawjiv. then (tovernment should npjtoint 
n River romniission, npj)oint exj>erts and should make every endeavour 
to give us what Btuigal nt*eds most — good rivers and a proper distribu- 
tion of the faulty waterways of tlie country. Then alone should we 
have achieved the dc'sired improvement of onr waterways witlmut whi<’h 
we are all slowlv hut surely liejoling towards utter annihilnf ion . 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: T beg to move that the demand 
sf Rs. 34,11,500 under the head “XVTT — Irrigation” be redticed by 
Rs. 100. (Policy in taxing tenants getting benefit of these works.) 

In moving this cut motion, Sir, I beg to point oul that the works 
and schemes of Irrigation and embankments and drainage, if carried 
out properly and systematically impart manifold benefits to the 
people. I have seen the elaborate canal system in the Punjab which 
has worked wonders by converting sandy areas into the most productive 
and the best cultivable fields with the result that the people there 
are very happy and prosperous now. We can bright(*n up the agri- 
cultural prospects, better the economic condition, get rid of flood and 
famine and avoid their frequent recurrences, drive out malaria and 
improve the sanitary conditions, all round, and also improve the water- 
ways and thereby help the village trade and commerce to grow by 
introducing a net work of wide and elaborate irrigational schemes 
throughout the entire province. The gravity and importance of this 
question have assumed a most serious character with the silting up 
of the river beds and with the increase in the number of the dead and 
dying rivers in a province abounding in rivers. Thirty-seven \ears ago 
an Indian Famine Commission recommended the adoption of irriga- 
tional work for development of agriculture and agricultural processes 
and as a protective measure against famine. But, Sir, Government 
have not yet attached to this question the importance that it deserves. 
We have Ward with rapt attention the Ilon’bb Minister for Ck>m- 
munication and Works but the schemes are quite inadequate to cope 
with the vast need and the vast area of the province as has also been 
admitted by the Hon 'hie Minister himself. The •necessity ol working 
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•out elaborate schemes* of irrigation is such that delay me^ns denial of 
relief and economic and sanitary destruction of the province. All 
works may wait, but these cannot. The total amount allotted under 
this head this year, *.e., under heads 17, 18, 18(7), 10». andl68, is 
IN. 37, 97, 500. It includes working expenses, cost of establiiliifteiit, 
plant and tools, leave salaries and deputation pay and sterling dfl^erseas 
pay. So if these are deducted, only Rs. 14,54,920 remain for the 
actual irrigational works and schemes. We have, therefore, allotted 
barely about 1 per cent, of the total revenue as against 17--3 per cent, 
for police. Tliis is how the popular Government is tackling the problem 
that concerns the health, happiness and prosperity of the people. 
Their negligence in this direction may be called criminal; so please 
find money and there will be no dearth of schemes and project's. 
When, however, money is demanded for such purposes the Government 
either ret use it or go for taxation. The piecemeal irrigational woiks 
and the luijior sdiemes that have been taken up by the Government, 
though Jiol proved beneficial or uj) to the mark, have been a further 
source of ttixation to tht)s(‘ already overtaxed. I learn on enquiry 
that about 48 inches of watei are required for paddy, beginning frout 
the .stage of plantation to tlio end of harvesting. The present irriga- 
tionul arrangement of the Governimuit can deliver five courses of 
supply, each lasting for 10 days, within the period between the middle 
of June to the end of October. They supply only about 22h inches oi 
water in place of 48 inches. Still for Damodar canal service they 
are charging !{•<. 5-8 ])er acre, j.c., at least twi(‘e the usual rent that 
a cultivator or tfmant has to pay to his superior landlords. This 
principle of taxing on ])roperty basis is not only wrong but really 
untenable and inequitable. Persons possessing equal quautity of 
])roperty may not i)Ossess an ecjual tax-paying capacity, for properties 
of an ('qual area may be uiie(iiially j)roductive and margin of profit 
may dittei’ considerably in different cases. So the tax-paying capacity 
must be determined from the surj)lus or productivity of each parcel 
of tenancy a man po.ssesses. In taxing a person the Government should 
also taku* into consideration that the taxation must also confer on the 
taxed tlie usual benefit that is intended for such taxation. Are the 
tenants getting the desired benefit from the canal service? The non- 
ofiicial empiiry committee, after due enquiry, assert that in conformity 
with the benefit that is received by the tenants, Rs. 1-8 may be the 
maximum tax per acre. Government is not justified to realise one 
pice more before it is proved by facts and figures that the recommenda- 
tions of the above committee are wrong. We have also to consider 
whether tlie tenants in general are able to pay further taxes. For 
beneficient schemes the people may be liable for taxes, but it is not the 
liability but the ability to pay that justifies taxation. The tenants 
of Bengal are heavily indebted. The indebtedness has been such that 
it necessitated special legislation. They are hopelessly in arrears of 
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rent/ Tli§y cannot send their boys to schools and obtain medical 
relirf during illness. Yet, are we to say that the tenants are able to 
pay »taxe9p Not to speak of the realisation of additional canal taxes, 
the ij-ealiiation of rents at the existing high rates is not also justified 
unlfes we can guarantee the recjuisite productivity of the soil for which 
aloi# the rent is cliarged and is realhsable. So until we haVo been 
able to change the economic condition of the people, w«‘ should not 
ex]»ect any return from works of this nature. I mean the irrigational 
servv'cs should he for a time free, and the policy of taxation clmngcd. 
Why not realise ^()Illetl^ng troin the railwa\ dei>artinent that is 
immenSeK benefited by these irrigational schemes and works H The 
moral obligation to free th<‘ ])eojde from their indebtedness is heavily 
on the tiovernineni before the (toveriuneiit propose to levy or realise 
any tax from the people. The llorrhh* Minister has also admitted 
that Noiiii Bengal i^ the most neelerled ]>art of the province in respei t 
of iriigaliun. It will n{»t, thtuefore, he out of place to draw the 
attention of the Government to the miserable plight of a large number 
oi imiants in thanas (iaiigarampur. Kushamnandi and Itahar in Dinaj- 
pur wlifue a very large aiea is devastated more tlian once every y<*ai 
b;\ liver aater during the rams owing to hreache.s in embankments 
resulting in total failuie of crops. 1 jM*r.s(»nall\ inspected a jiortion 
of about 4S s((iiure milo that in flomlejl every \«*ar and acquainted 
mvsi ll witli the afflict ion-. tlM‘ tenants suffer tlnue. Two rejiresenta- 
tion-' have alrea«lv he< ii sulmutted to Government, and 1 hojie (iovein- 
meiii will pleas»‘ enquin^ into the matter very soon. 

iih these observations, 1 ctuiimend my motion foi the ai’Ci'ptance 
of the [I<*iise. 


Mauivi AZHAR ALI: I beg to move that tlie (hunund of 
Its. d4.11,h00 under the head “Irrigation” })e reduced liy Its. 100 and 
in doing so I propose to discuss tlo' policy of irrigation as well as the 
immediate nect‘.ssit\ of leMi^'citat iiiir the dead ami d\ing rivers in 
some purt*^ of Bengal. 

Fii>t of all, with regard to the irrigation ]»oliey, 1 should say that 
the present as w’ell us the past Government of Bengal have practically 
had no p< M(“y. In my opinion, the Irrigation Department was most 
probably following the policy which was in vogu(» in the United 
Proviioes and the Ihinjah. By irrigation we the peojde of Bengal are 
genet all\ given to understand that it is a <lepart merit for storing ot 
water and cutting canals for the improvement of the surrounding 
lands as was done in some patis of Western Bengal. But tlie Irriga- 
tion Act itself shows that the work of storing and supjilying waler is 
not the only work of the department. The Department of Irrigation 
ahould also think of embankments, drainage and of flushing and fiooil- 
ing the country where necessary and of better communication and such 
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other things. But we see that the Government have been persistently 
neglecting this very important function of the department. So far as 
North Bengal is concerned, the Hon^ble Minister in his speech has 
given us much hope that Government would look to the condition ,of 
North Bengal as well as East Bengal. This thing we have been hear- 
ing, Sir, from long, long ago, but the condition of the rivers in North 
Bengal and East Bengal have become such that certain parts of the 
province are going to he depopulated for want of proper flushing and 
in consequence of that, by malaria and other diseases. That this is 
a fact has no doubt been realised by Government. As regards the 
Rajshahi Division, representations have been made by the districts 
of Rajshahi, Bogra, Dinajpur, Rangpur and Pabna to Government 
for resuscitating the rivers Karatoa, Ichhamati, Boral, etc., and also 
other rivers which are fed by them. Dredging and resuscitating of 
these rivers is very important not only for better communication and 
flushing of the areas, but also from the point of view that these rivers 
are generally fed by the waters of the large hils. . In North and East 

Bengal there are vast hil areas, the waters of which never come out 

owing to the silting up of the adjacent rivers, and the tributaries which 
carry the waters of these hils into the larger rivers cannot carry the 
waters now% on account of a rise in the depth of those rivers. If 
Government had paid a Jit tie bit of attention to this, it 

would have been possible for the natural or artificial canals 
to carry the waters of the hil areas as well as flood water 
to the bigger rivers and thereby to improve the sanitary 
condition of tbos4^ areas and eradicate malaria and other diseases. 
But Government have done nothing up till now. In my own 

district of Pabna, the District Board has approached Government 
several times for the construction of some embankments and sluice 
gates as well as for clearing up the silts of some rivers. Similar re- 
presentations have also been made by the District Boards of Rajshahi 
and Bogra for rescusitating the Karatoa and other rivers, but Govern- 
ment have practically been doing nothing. Then, Sir, the railway 
department have been constructing bridges and culverts, practically 
obstructing the passage of water as also flooding and flushing. Often- 
times it is found during heavy floods that bridges and railway embank- 
ments given way causing immense suffering to the people. It some- 
times happens that, as a matter of fact, there can be no other alter- 
native for those people but to cut the railway embankment to save 
themselves. In spite of repeated representations made to the Govem- 
^ ment, the Railway Department have taken no care to widen the spans 
of the culverts below the railway lines which obstruct the water passage 
and ffive innumerable troubles to the inhabitants of the areas. There 
were some proposals from the District Board of Pabna for the sluice 
gates in some natural canals which supply water to the vast bil areas. 
One is the river Chiknai and the other is river Badai. These two rivers 
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are the natural canals supplyinj? waier to the* vast hil areas. But 
Goverimidnt is taking not only no care to save these areas, but practi- 
cally is obstructing the way in this way that the Railway Department 
often raise objections if all these areas fall within tlie area of the 
Har(!inge Bridge, and we do not know what technicality lies there 
that though the Hardinge Bridge is about 50 or 00 miles away on the 
river from the canals, and how this Hardinge Bridge will be affected 
if these hutnh me <(Ui^tiuele4l. ami if these nalural canals me HusIumI. 
Even if the local people try to do any substantial work, they are 
generally obstructed. In Rajshahi Division the river Baral eemes 
from the distri(;t of Rajshahi from near Boraigram thana or some 
place like that. The people of that and Chatinoiiar thana jointly tried 
to clear that river mid they preewnled te Mime extent tvu or tliree 
years before, and by doing that they were to some extent successful 
in clearing that liviu', and the piuiple of that area gained much, hut 
8ubsc(piently tliev were (jh^tnieted h\ this Railway Dcpartimuit . ami 
the representations before tlie Government were of no avail. 

The river Tehamati neai Pabna is practically encroached by pnvale 
owners. During the time of Rai Baliadur S. (\ Basu, District 
Magistrate, efforts were made to remove those obstacles through the 
Irrigation Department, but the Government paid no lieeil to it. This 
river Ichamati Hows trom one end of the*<listrict to the other. The 
course is about 42 miles, ami <»wing to the siltiiig uj» of this ri\er at 
the very source, the whole tlistriit is going to lu* dejmjmlated us well 
as otiier metiH which lie along the banks of the olb(*r bramb channels 
issuing trom this nyt-i bhumuti. Since the time of Sir Amlrew 
Fraser the people of Pabfia put up their grievances before the Govern- 
ment, and addresses were jiresi'iited, but false hopes were gi>en lliat 
due action will be taken when funds are available. 

(At this stage the member having reache<i the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Maharajkumar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

I do not wish to move the cut motion whicli stands in my name, but I 
wish to avail myself of this opportunity to express my views on the 
question of resuscitation of waterway.s and embankments. 

Sir. Bengal is a province which in its natural formation is different 
from other parts of India, and as siK^h re(|uire8 special treatment. The 
greater part of Bengal is flat and deltaic, with meandering water 
channels, some large and some small. These channels very often shift 
their courses* and sometimes become siltcMl up leading to obstruction 
of drainage and navigation. The abandoned beds are very often left 

stagnant pools of water which is the cause of malaria throughout 
the province. • 
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In Western Bengal we have some rivers like the Damodar and 
A jay coming down from the uplands of Chota-Nagpur and bringing 
down a very large volume of water during the rains. If the raa|ifall 
is heavy, it leads occasionally to devastating floods destroying crops 
in the fields and habitations of men in the affecte<l areas. Similarly 
North Bengal is also liable to floods. In eastern Bengal the flooding 
of heels and the shifting of streams are normal and annual occurrences. 

Sir, our irrigation system, if we liave any, has been formulated 
with very little foresighl. We have in certain areas indiscriminately 
thrown tip embankments to protect them from floods which has resulted 
in the gradual raising of tlie IumI^ of rivers by deposits of silt and 
sand HO that in some jdaces the n\«‘i bed has beconu' higlier than the 
surrounding country. 

Railway embankments, lia\e been built Avithout due consideration 
of the neiMls of surfac'c drainagt* and proper outlets at a time of heavy 
rains. 

In view of the physical eharaeterislii^ ot our province, it is 
necessary that there should be a thorough i‘xamination of tlie require- 
ments of the different parts, namely. North Bengal, West Bengal, East 
Bengal and the Sea Board. 

The most important faetora in Noidli and West Bengal are the 
oanalisation of the existing*rivers and channels, the storage and distri- 
tion of monsoon floods, the resuscitation of dying channels, the drainage 
of water-logged areas, the romoval of embankments and the nniltipli- 
eation of culverts. 

In East Bengal the dredging of channels and streams that are 
silted up, the training of courses of stream where they are likely to 
affect valuable 8it(?s, the draining of heels and conversion of them into 
arable lands, the keeping open and oj)ening of economical routes of 
water transport should receive special attention. 

Sir, the Sea Board of Bengal is low and in many places covered with 
jungles. It is cut up by creeks, estuaries and deltaic streams, and is 
subject to high flow tides and to occasional tidal waves which blot 
out all trace of human life and endeavoui-. The population of these 
areas are rather thin. But no attempt appears to liave been made 
towards a car<‘ful study of the difficult ie.s of this area. 

Sir, the difliculty with irrigation has been treated with a narrow 
outlook. Brohlems have been treated as purely local and no compre- 
hensive scheme has been thought out or adopted. It is true that 
irrigation schemes are expensive and Government funds for such 
sc'hemes are limited. Henoe, great care should be taken to find out 
as to whether the works to be undertaken are productive or not. In 
Bengal, calculations have in the past gone wrong, a verj' good example 
of which is the Damodar Canal in the Burdwan Division. The benefit 
that was estimated ‘was found in most eases to have been based on a 
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larifli caloulation. The (liarj^es on the tax-lmyerB of the localities 
coincemed have heen heavy and have led to widespread protests against 
rates inijwsed. 

I am friad. Sir, to lake this op}M»rtunity to thank the Government 
fot having taken note of t!ie ^rievanees and havinjr attempted to 
reduce the rates. In my speech last year T suppested that a local 
enquiry should be made and the report of the Damodar Ganal Enquiry 
Committee was sipned hy the mcmlMUs and submitted to Oovernraent 
on the 9th Eebruary, 19dS. 1 undt‘i>tand that it is still under the 

consideration of the Oabinct. and 1 would a])peal to the Chief Minister 
to po thnniph the matter as soon a^ jiossible and to announce their 
decision at an early date. 

Sir, souie ja^ople think that thoM- who leeeive benefit from the 
'^anal should he mad(‘ to pay. and a*, ^ueh Niippestions ha\e l>een made 
tliat the railways and the muninpalities should also Ix' asked to 
contribute and the wliole (diarpe sho\ild not he levied from the poor 
inhabitants of the area I’his. hIm). 1 would a^k the presont Govern* 
iiieui to consider. 

Sir. at <uie tini4‘. I undeT^tand. it was the idea of the Oovt^rnimuii 
to impose a h'vv on tlie lanal an*a so that it would not only r<M‘o\ip 
the expenditure in* urred in the < oustniet ion of the c-anul, hut that the 
extra money realised wotdd lx* used fof further eanali.sation of the 
province. This is entirely unjust, because '.ueh pn»jeet.H sliould come 
out of tlo* finances of the jtrovniee and levies shottld he itnposed only 
on the t‘Xtra \ ield float the iiihahitnnts are lik<dy to pet. 1 hcjpe that 
the present (fo^erntIlellt in future proj«‘ets (d this iiafun* will not he 
a party to ^1leh ideas. 

Sir, I, thei’etoia*. urpr tin* i'onsidoiation <*1 th«* follow inp 
suppestions : — 


The needs of the ditbueiit pails of the Pioxince Hhonld he 
carefully examined, and s<heine.'. should he piaqiared for 
peneral improvement of a fairly permanent character. 

(h) The works sliould, as far as |>osslhl«*, he paid for hy the 
revenues of the provimv. 

(f) I’rodiutive works sliould first he tak^m in hand, if neces.sary, 
out of public loans. 

(d) The profits from works which yield profit should, after 
providinp for recoupment of loans, if any, be available for 
other work which, thouph ne(‘essary, may not yield profit. 

(f) The Province should he interspersed with a network of canals 
and w^aterways, kept open by dredpiup and traininp, *w'ith 
sufficient protection apainst the monsoons and with proper 
arranpenient for drainape and for the raisinp of low-lyinp 
aneas. • 
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Sir, I am sorry for ‘having taken up so much time of the Hoiue; 
but I hope that if these suggestions are taken up with enthusiasm 
and after due examination of facts, I am sure we shall be able to 
make Bengal a brighter and more prosperous province and provide 
work for a large part of her growing iwpulation. I must say. Sir, 
that the llon’ble the Finan(*e Minister (leserves congratulations for 
certain aspects of the budget he has placed before this House, and I 
hope that he will be able to do still better next year. 

(Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali rose to speak.) 

Mft SPEAKER: I propose to close the debate on “Irrigation” at 
12-dO, and then take up “Civil Works.” I am going to reserve 10 
minutes for the Hon’ble Minister to reply. My difficulty has been 
increased by the request of two members who want to make their 
maiden speeches. I am afraid, Khan Bahadur, that if I were to 
allow you to speak the number of speakers will mount up to four. I 
will now call upon Maulvi Aminullah to speak. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, may 1 be allowed to speak P 
I shall take only five minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am 8or,»'y there is no time. 


Maulvi AMINULLAH: Speaker 

wtotr 

^ m ^ ^ \ 
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?ri 

<^The member having readied the time-limit resumed hi« seat.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 give m> 
unetinted support to the motion so ably moved by my friend. 

I shall specially refer to one instance of the Government’s failure 
to execute the beneficient scheme and for that I am quit« sure they 
richly deserve a censure. The ravages of Goomti floods in the district 
of Tipperah are no less serious and extensive than those of the Damodar 
floods. The disastrous Goornti floods ate not of recent origin. The 
people of the doomed area have been victims of those floods from the 
very commencement of the British rule. 

I quote the following from one of the Eastern Bengal District 
Garetteers ; — 

‘Again in 1784, there were floods and the embankment along the 
Goomti gave way. In the following cold weather the rabi crop failed 
and the people were left starving; 1,500 w'ere fed daily by the Resident 
but he estimated 7,000 people died of the famine and 1*2,000 had gone 
away to other parts in search of relief.” 

The same book gives us an account of the flood caused by breaches 
in the Goomti Embankment in 1788 and 1794. 

In 1883, Mr. D. B. Horn the then Executive Engineer, observed--- 
“Scarcely a year passes without a breach taking place somewhere 
along the line, when a large tract of country is inundated, the rice 
crop destroyed, and the lives of the villagers and cattle more or less 
endangered.” 

Mr. Webster, the author of the Gaxetteer, observes, “At one time 
the breaches in the Embankment were so frequent and so disastrous 
that its abandonment was suggested.” 

In 1906 , the embankment was breached in several places and serious 
damages were caused to crops over large tracta» of country. 
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In answer to the question put Uie in the last session of the 
Assembly, it has been admitted that .the Impeaches have been occurring 
now as they occurred before causing^ considerable damages to crops 
and cattle. 

To crown all, some portion of the northern embankment is not nfiw 
maintained by the (Tovernment or by the Tippera Raj and there have 
been annual breaches. In fact, the Hon’bie Mr. Green, in answer to 
questions put by Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta, the then member of the 
Legislative Council in the year 1917, said that the floods are now to 
be looked upon as ordinary incidents oi the rainy season even in years 
of normal rainfall. 

So we find that the ravages of the (ioomti flood have gone on un- 
checked and unmitigated for about a hundred and fifty years. But 
the question remains, is the j)r(d)lem eapable of solution? AVe have 
been told that according to the expert opinion it is quite possible to 
control the floods ami the evils arising from the Goomti are not 
witlumt remedy. 

In 1889, Mr. I). B. Horn, the then Executive Engineer remarked 
“The only solution of the ditfieult.\ then is to escape the flood water 
above ( oniilla so as to reduce the flood level in the lower reach to the 
limit of safet>.“ 

«■ 

In 1911), Mr. (/. A. B'liiie, the then Superintending Engineer says, 
“The univeisal proposal has been to construct an “escape*’ with right 
embaiikmeiits to relieve the pressure on the left embankments. This 
proposal has so tui not been rarried out on account of the expense. 
He further observed, “The (picstion of ‘escape’ need not be considered 
because of the initial cost ol the esca]>e{; and of the necessary channels.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. Green told the then Council in the year 1917 that 
the scheme of escape channels first came under the consideration of 
the Government in 1884, and we were told in the last session of tbe 
Assembly in the year 1937, fifty-three years after that the construction 
of an escape on the Goomti Bank with the object of disposing of a por- 
tion of the flood and giving some relief to the area affected, is still 
under consideration. 

It is, however, a fact that in a note dated the fith November, 1885, 
Mr. J. C. Vertaiines, the then vSuperin tending Engineer estimated that 
the expense would be roughly one to t^vo lakhs of rupees. Was it fair 
to tbe ryots to sacrifice crops of lakhs and lakhs only to put off a 
scheme which would cost no more than one or two lakhs. Now we 
are told that w^e live under the popular Government. The present 
Ministry are said to be the real trustees and benefactors of the people. 
The present Government find money to construct a palace for the 
Legislative Council at the expense of sixteen lakhs and to construct a 
Purdah College at the^ expense of Rs. 5i lakhs, but they do not find 
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money io execute a, scheme w^th .a pew to avoiil a devastating flood 
in rural Bengal. 

Before I sit down I beg to draw the attention of the Government 
to the following points, namely, that an area of 10 miles from Naldi 
to L(fhagara of the river Xabaganga in the district of Jessore is being 
silted up and if it is not prevented, an area of about 40 miles from 
Naldi to Bardia w'ill be silted np with disastrous consequences. 

In this connection, 1 would also draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the report of the ('ongress Enquiry Committee regarding the 
Damodar Canal, and 1 submit that tiovernment will find it possible to 
accept the recommendations ot the Congress Eiujiiiry Committee 
regarding the Damodar Canal. Under the present system of leasing 
out laud at the rate of Its. 4-8 per acre, in the Eden Canal area, people 
do not come forward to take leu.se of land.s us the rate is very exorbitant 
and unless the ])resen( rate reduced ]>eople of the locality will not 
come forw ard to take lease. 

TiUstly, I ])eg t<i draw alKoifion to one fact, namely, that the exca- 
vation of the ri\ci Hralimapntra in the ilistrict of Myniensingh is very 
urgentlv ne('ess;ir,\ and unless it is done, the wlnde district will be 
destroy ed in no time 

I also draw attention to the luinentahle condition of (he river Titas 
in the distiict ot Tippcia. and unless the^-'ilting up of the river is 
stopped, the health and welfare of the peofde of Brahiuanbnria W'ill be 
jeopardis(‘d . as it is the onlv natural {anal of the subdivision. 

These are the beneficient scheine.s which 1 hope Government would 
take into tlieir consideration. As a matter of fact, these schemes will 
not (‘ost more than Its 1 or H lakhs. 

I would also draw the attention of tiovernment to the fact that the 
river Kakri in the district of Tipperah is cau.sing destruction of crops 
and cattle ot the people of the lor‘alit\ 

With these words, I support the motion td' m> frieml Di . Sanyal. 

Khin Bahadur Mauivi ALFAZUDDIN AHMAD: Mr Speaker. 

Sir, I support the (Uit motion of Mr. Azhar Ali and otbera, to 
liscuss the j»olicy of tlie Irrigation Department, and in doing so, 1 
intend placing before the House how' inactive and apathetic the Irri- 
gation authorities are in the matter of giving relief to the people and 
specially to the cultivating classe.s. I shall not deal with the question 
of adequacy or inadequacy of provi.sion in the irrigation budget, but 
I wish tagive inter alia a few in.stanoes of their activities which they 
^isplay^d in o,ur locality. 

In the Ehasmahal Char below Tamluk in the district of Midnapore, 
the construction and maintenance of bunds for cultivation purposes 
<rere disallowed by the irrigation authorities, in 1»937. These Chars 
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were leased out to tenants by Government without imposing any con- 
dition whatsoever regarding the construction of bunds. They accord- 
ingly erected bunds and went on cultivating their land for years. The 
bunds existed from a long time and the irrigation authorities so long 
overlooked their existence; but in 1937, they, for reasons best known 
to them, objected to the retention and maintenance of the bunds — 
though their abolition affected the Government revenue to the extent 
of nearly Rs. 10,000 a year. We, as laymen have no right to say any- 
thing against the demolition of the long existed bunds. The expert 
opinion will prevail. 

The tenants cultivated Rabi crops in these Char lands, as usual, 
and the crop.s worth thousands of rupees were in abundant growth. 
They were to reap their harvest in the course of a month or two; but 
to their utter misfortune, only the other day, the Sectional Officer 
Dainan arrived at the Char lands with a number of coolies to cut open 
the bunds. 

The tenants implored earnestly not to cut oj)eu the bunds imme- 
diately, but to wait a month or two to enbale them to take out the 
crops. But the Se<tional Officer pretended to be a dutiful man and 
as such he did not move an inch and cut down the bunds at about 
100 places in the midst of the wailings of the tenant‘d. Salt water 
entered into the land through the cuttings and destroyed the crops. 

This action of the Irrigation authorities reduced many people to 
extreme poverty. I understand that the civil Subdivisional Officer 
did not like this hasty action of the irrigation officers. It is nothing 
but a cruel and inhuman action on the part of the iirigation officers. 

This is the way in which they move. Instead of giving relief to 
the people, they do not hesitate to put them to trouble. So far for 
the distress of the char people. 

(At this stage the meniher having reached the time-limit resumed 
his scat . ) 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: In view of the fact that there are 
many members eager to speak, they cannot do it unless each mem- 
ber speaks only for 2J minutes. 

Khan Sahib S. ABDUR RAUF: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I think it is my 
duty to speak a few words on this occasion. We all know that Bengal 
is principally an agricultural country. Her resources very much de- 
pend on the proper cultivation of ita soil. Nearly 95 per cent, of the 
population are cultivators and nearly 80 per cent, of the mem^rs of 
this legislature are the representatives of these people. As represeii* 
tatives of these people if we are not able to do anything for them then 
I think it. will be Wter for all of us not to sit in this leg|i[||ature but 
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to vacate our seat for those who will be able to do everything for those 
people. 

Sir, the Department of Irrigation is the most important depart- 
ment so far as the Provinre of Bengal is concerned. In my opinion 
this question of irrigation is more important than the question of 
j)rimary erlucation because on it depends the wealth of the city. If 
we are not able to improve tlie resources of our country we will not 
be able to make profit out of cultivation. 

Considering the huge demands which the country requires the sum 
which is allotted is too meagre for the successful work of irrigation in 
thi^ (uiintrv. Sir, in every distriid of the Provinc'e of Bengal a net 
w(o k of irrigation canals ami drainage works are urgently necessary. 
In the last year’s Budget discussion we \\(‘re given hopt‘s, promises 
and assurances hv th(‘ Cabinet and we were told that gradually every- 
thing would he (lone for the country. Sir, it is true that some of 
thes(‘ liopes, promis(‘s and assuraiHes liavo been fulfilled by the Gov- 
ernment . But comparing with tin* on^at ma'd it would be said that 
littb‘ has hc(Mi done. 1 am a repi eseiilat ive trom the district of 
Ilowridi from tin' niui] aie;i and T have j»ersonal knowledge about its 
lural (‘onditi(ms. There i*. a ^ ast area in the Fliiheria subdivision 
within Amia, Pleheria and Shavamptir police-stations in the district 
of Howrah known ns Kaiulua Mat bet lei* known tis which 

remains under water tor the considerable part of year making culti- 
vation impossible 

(At this fttam- the member having |•ea(•bed the time limit resumed 
liis seat ) 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SABKER; Thou-h there is a motion 
standing; in m\ naim* T do uf i fnid nnv neee->><ifv of moving that be- 
caiist* iii\ friends hu\e alu'adx jdaeed ImTop* the House the grievances 
not only of their own hut th** ‘.irievam e-; of llo* wliole f)ni\'ince. T 
like to avail mvselt ot th'* op{M*riu!» it \ to \entilate mv \ iews regard- 
ing this dejiiirt meni Tlom^li I kn(»w that almost all parts of the 
i*ro\iii(e are in need oi irngaiion more or less. 1 take ujt the case 
of Norllu'in Bengal ^lm|dy le * ause all along Northern Bengal was 
not given ])rop(T conNidcrat ion . .Ml along N^ulhern Bengal has been 
neglected. Tlie Hon’ble the Finan'e Mini-ier in lii^ Budget speech 
had the kindne^" to admit that some of the districts though not all 
are the worst snffen>rs from lack of irrigation, but T ask him what has 
he done for tlie redress of the grievances of the people of Northern 
Bengal in his Budget for the current year. I shall not forget here 
to meiition some other .small work.s which have been taken up by the 
Oowrnmeni in tlie ne^v budget .such a.s the scheme for drainage of 
hiU in the district of Pabna. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) • 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. In rising 
to speak on this cut motion of Mr. Azkar Ali I would like to draw 
the attention of the Government to the urgent and immediate neces- 
sity of combating the dying or silting up of the waterways of Bengal. 
This slow and gradual process of the silting up of the rivers could be 
checked by Government by systematic dredging and resuscitation at 
regpilar intervals. The cost then would not have been so prohibitive 
as it would now be. 

Spef^ihg for Bogra, 1 might |K)int out that the entire district 
which is servHMl by tlie once mighty Karaiova is now sadly neglected 
owing to the mouth of the lower reach of the river being blocked and 
the natural flow being diverted into Katakhali. In response to the 
pressure of public opinion the District Board moved the Government 
for a 2/»‘hds grant for resuscitating the mouth of the river. The ori- 
ginal scheme of 5b thousand of which Rs. was paid by Govern- 

ment has now been found to be insufficient, as the authorities did not 
include the cost of u(M]uisition of land. The work is being taken up, 
but this is only tinkering with the solution. The result is problem- 
atic. Sporadic small schemes of this nature will not be of much bene- 
fit to the province. What is w^anted, Sir, is a com})relienHive scheme 
which will improve the entire system of waterways in Bengal. 

T admit, Sir, tliat sucli nation-building schemes will entail a 
heavy expenditure from provincial revenues and the TIon’ble Finance 
Minister has said that they cannot he undertaken without imposition 
of fresh taxes. 1 would only point out to him that almost one-third of 
the arable ar(*a of tlie land of Bengal is nm ultivaft'd. The Finance 
Minister has himself told us of the terrible condition in Central, 
Western and Northern Bengal. He has also told us of the terrible 
toll that malaria and other diseases take. Ilow is he going to im- 
prove the situation without proper system of drainage and irrigation 
which go togetherH T would put it to him that all his fears about the 
irrigation not being productive are wrong. If agriculture is restored 
to on e 

(At this stage the member having reached the time limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker to he brief 1 submit. 
Sir, it is high time that the department should make comprehensive 
survey for drainage and emlmiikments of this province and particular- 
ly of the vast beel areas knowm as Satla, Harta and other beeU in the 
district of Bakarganj, which is known as the granarj* of Bengal. 
Owing to natural conditions the people of Bakarganj never pressed the 
Government for irrigation purposes but, Sir, altered circumstancee 
romi>el us now to press for money for improvement of heel area by 
necessary embankment and drainage. Secondly, Sir, small rivers and 
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canals which intersect the Bakarganj district* have hitherto served 
fourfoW purposes, namely: — (i) agriculture, (it) drainage, (tii) water- 
supply and (iv) communication. But, Sir, through process of time 
the two tidal waters meeting at a certain point in almost all these 
khais, have resulted in the silting up of these very useful waterways. 
It is high time that the department should tatkle this prohleni of 
waterways and prepare a comprehensive scheme about tlie problem of 
the improvement of hcc/ areas in the districts of Bakarganj and 
Faridpur. Because most of tliese are on the bordei* line of 

Faridpiir and Bakarganj. The attention of the department w'as 
drawm to the project for excavation of one 'fhomlalnhir khal wdiich 
extends over several miles of agricultural lands and which, if excavat- 
ed, would improve tlic ."anitation ami agriculiural conditions of the 
locality hut, Sir, the wheels of the Department move very slowly and 
they creej) like snails and are unwilling to take up any useful project 
seriously. I ap])cal to the Hon’hle the Chief Minister wdio is also 
one of the landlords of tin* heel areas and the Ilon’ble Minister for 
Irrigation to vi'-^it the hreJ aicjs duriiig tin* next monsoon months and 
see the miserahle condition of tilings for themselves. (At this stage 
the speaker reached the time-limit. H(‘ a>kcd for one or two minutes 
more hut w'as not allowtMl to finish, and persisted in .speaking.) 

Mr. aPEAKER: If you peixiht in tMs attitude, I should have 
most reluctantly to ask you to withdraw, 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sn, 1 am nut 

anxious to take part in this debate. As a matter ol fact, generally I 
am not at all anxious to sjicak unless 1 am foiced In circumstances to 
do 80 , I want to say to the (Tovernment and to the llon’hle Minister 
in charge of Iirigation that (Miitiagong being on the outskirts of 
Bengal is not in the possession of the ears of the (iovein incut. It lias, 
therefore, been relegated to the cold shade of neglect. In his own 
speei'h intioducing the d«*mand the non’'hle Minister has said that 
there is only one Executive Engineer in Khulna in charge of 11 districts 
Therefore it is no wonder that no .scheme has yet 1 een j»rovi»Ieri for ail 
districts and si>eciaily for my district of Chittagong wliich n*(juiicH 
drainage and protective works for Matiimori khal and excuvaiion of 
Halda and Dhunmg khals. The other day I put a question on this 
matter and the Minister most indifferently answered that he was not 
aware of the shifting course of the Matamohuri river, I say, Sir, 
that the Minister did not exert to get materials for a correct reply, 
for instance, he did not send the question to either the Collector of 
Chittagong ox to the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, and 
for that reason he has not been able to supply a correct answer and 
therefore he says in his answer that he is not aware of the shifting 
course of this river. I drew his attention to th# erosion of the nver 
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and the damage caused* by the last flood and my friend Dr. Sananlla 
also (brought it to the notice of the Chief Minister in the last session 
request ing that some money might be provided for the flood of 
Matamohuri river. In spite of this, the Hon*ble Minister in charge 
of Irrigation was pleased to say that he was not aware of the shifting 
course of the Matamari khal. It is therefore high time that drainage 
and protective schemes should (be provided for Chittagong if he at all 
wants to provide a scheme for the whole of Bengal and not relegate 
Chittagong to the cold shade of neglect. With these words I resume 
my seat. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy. 

Mfi 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, before the Hon’ble Minister 
replies to the debate, may I just have one or two minutes to ])iit four 
quesiio?is to him on som(‘ very vital matters ^ 

(7) When will (ioveinimmt take action upon the Ke])ort of the 
Damodai (/anal Enquiry (hmimittee? 

(ii) The llon’hh^ the (diief Minister juomised lasi year to enquire 
into th<‘ affa'rs in the Ihhm Canal aiea : doe-i Go\ernmeut desire to 
take up this matter? If so, w’hen? 

(//?) Is the Ilonn)l(‘ Minister aware that jxmdini^ the leconstruction 
of the Illtadanga Bridge over the Canal in Calcutic, the bridge has 
been closed ta vehicular traffic’ for about a dc'cade. thus causing great 
inconvcMiieiicc' to the ]>eo])l(‘ of TJltadanga? Whcoi will the reconstruc- 
tion of the bridge* be taken up? 

{iv) AVhal is the present position of the Jumna .Vnti-Malarinl 
scheme? Is (lovernmc'iit coutemplat Jiig to levisc tlie scheme by re- 
excavating the rivei- Jumna in 2I-!hiigJJnas, ,l(.ssoie and Nadia? 

Mr. M. ASHRAFALi: Sir, may I ju>t a>k one question? 

The Hon’bte Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kassim- 
bazar: Sir, I have verx' little time cit my dispo.sal, and if questions 
ore asked in tliis w'ay, then murb of my time will go away. 

Mr. M. ASHRAFALI: Mr. Sj )c*aker. Sir, may I just ask one ques- 
tion to the Hon’ble Minister as 'being in the Chair myself, I lost my 
opportunity of speaking. Will the Minister say what is the Govern- 
ment doing to drain out hil at Natore (Bhedra hil specially) b\ deepen- 
ing the bed of Naiiod river at village Salikban? 

Mailivi ABUL HASHIM: May I be permitted to ask one question 
also in view of the fact that some statements have been made by tKe 
other side about tbq Damodar Canal F 
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Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: No stateident Lns been made lut 
only a few questions have been asked by the “other” side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ('annot allow further questionings. I have 
already called the Hon’ble Minister to reply. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kassim- 
bazar: Sir, I am thankful to Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal for stressing upon 
the various difficulties and disabilities under >\hicli this department is 
suffering. I hope when the proper time comes he would give me his 
fullest support to remove tho^e impediments whicdi 1 referred to in my 
introductory sfieech. As I have alieady stated we have hardly any 
knowledge of the irrigation n‘quirements of Kastern and Northern 
Bengal and tliat was the reason u liy we could not come forward with 
any sclieme in the budget. Beside.s, it was in last September that the 
current year's budget was passed in this ilousi* and we had to submit 
our schedules in December last and surely, Sir, tlie ilonsc' will n'alise 
that it is not possibb* within tbn*e months’ time to bring forward any 
scheme uhi(di will be of real benefit to the people of this pro\iiKe. 
Accordingly we lune had to ask for a provision of a lump sum grant 
and we intend to take up a number of s(di(‘me.s in the various districts, 
in districts which wore neglected so long. But, Sir, at this stage I 
may bring it to the notice ot this llou.^e that the pio\i.'^ion itstdl' cannot 
show the numbei ot scheim-s wi* arc going to tak(‘ up. Wv can jirovide 
only for the work that will be taken iqi in the course oi tin' next 
tinaricial year. That means that we will have to make further provi- 
sions for canning’ on the work in the next ,\ear. Sir, as has lieen 
pointed out, it is not possibh' to take up an\ ccmpn‘liensi\ e scheme 
without a proper survey ot the ai(‘as .md for that piirjiose W'c have 
provided Hs. bt),00(). It is true tluit some delay will he caused ftmt 
that cannot be helped, because unh'ss we have the ilata, wc cannot 
exactly determine tlic direction in which improvement should he 
effected. But 1 assure the House that every effort will bo made 
to see that no undue ilelay is causiMl. Sir, when the list of the Irriga- 
tion needs of each district is prejiared as referred to aln*ady and 
examined by the Special Officer, it will then l)e only a ijuehtioii oi jtlrk 
and choose. I am sorry that the time at my <lispOftal is too short 
to allow me to deal in detail with the various questions that have been 
raised by individual members, but 1 (an give this mm li assurance that 
all matters mentioned by them will be hioked into witli due care and 
attention. 

Mr. Nisitha Nath Kundu has referred Ui the Development Act. 
1 cannot help feeling greatly disappointed in the way in whi( h he has 
eharactmsed this Act; I think the Act has immense possibilities and 
when brought into operation will bring salvatioii to the people of the 
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province. And if we look to other provinces like the Punjab, TT. P., 
etc., we will find that all the big irrigation schemes were undertaken 
by floating loans. He has characterised the development levy as 
**tax’^ It is not a ‘^tax*\ According to that Act Government charges 
a levy only when there has l>een an increase in the productivity of the 
land and that is again limited up to 50 per cent. It means, if the 
actual increase in the yield is Hs. 2, Government can claim only Re. 1 
and not more. In Bengal also the big irrigation schemes (annot'be 
taken up without borrowing — we Jiave not the fund. Is it therefore 
unfair to expect tliat the urea which will W benefited uoiild hear a 
portion of the cost? 

Now, 08 regards the 5/7 ureas, ns has been pointed out by certiain 
members, 1 have already said that it is an extremely’ ditticult problem 
to deal with. It is not always safe to embank any area without taking 
into considerujtion the drainag<‘ of the land. Sir, mention has been 
made of I he floods of the Dainodar and the Gumti. I may tell tlie 
House ut once that controlling these hill streams is a baffling problem. 
Generally, due to deforestation the slopes of the hills have become 
very hinootb and when water comes dowui these hills, the rivers flow 
in torrenfial streams, and they frustrate all efforts to check or control 
them. I can say at once that embankment cannot safeguard the people 
of the area. Sir, as I have 'already stated in this Hous(‘ in answer to 
a question that construction of “escapes” for the (Jumti are not only 
under the consideration of Government, hut a survey is now in j)ro- 
gress. When the llooghly-llowrah flushing schiuiie materialises I think 
the problem of the Damodnr will he solviul to a gre<at extent. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVhat about the rate of the 
Dumodar Canal tax? 

Th« Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kassim- 
baiars Sir, alwut the Damodar Canal levy I am not in a position to 
make any statement at this stage. According to the wishes of this 
House, a committee of emjuiry was appointed. That committee con- 
sidered the matter, and have submitted their report to Government 
It is now awaiting the consideration and de<ision by the Cabinet. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: What about the resus(‘itotion of the 
Bhairal) in MurshidabadP 

Mr. SPEAKERi If every member puts a question about his own 
area, it will he difficult for the Hon’ble Minister to answer them all. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U8 The Irrigation Minister will be 
flooded with quest ioni.. 
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The HonlH* Malwr«|« SRl\ CHANDRA NANDY, of Kostin- 
biZ^rS Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu has asked me three questions. I have 
already answered the first one. As regards the Eden Canal rate, I may 
inform the House that this rate is on a voluntary basis and that the 
people t)enefited have to execute agreements with (fovernment, either 
annually or for a number of years before they get water. The principle 
is quite different in tlie Dumodar Canal area where the rate is com- 
pulsory and everyone in the defdared area has to pay it. (lovernmenl 
have received some applications complaining about the rate prevalent 
ifi the Eden Canal area, and the matter is under considei\alion of 
Government. 

Sir, as regards the Ultadanga llridge, I ma\ inform the honourable 
member that I iKdieve onl\ one half of tin* cost is Iwone by Government 
and the other half by tlu* I mnrovenxMil 'Prii.^l. It i.** very ditlif'ult for 
me to say ofthaml the reason for the delay in the (onstruetion of the 
bridge. I shall look into tlie matter. 

Itegai'ding the Jumna anti-malarial seheme, also, ]t is v(Ty diffi- 
cult for me to givi* m\ repl\ ntf-hand. The Cuhiie ll(‘alth Department 
may have something to do with it. I wotild look into tins. 

AVith tlo'se words. Sir, ni\ lime is almost up, and 1 com hide my 
speech . 

The motion of Dr. Nalinuksha Sanval. for a reduction of Its. 100 
was then put and lost. 

rile motion of Mr. Nisliitha Nalh Kundu lor a reduction of Hs. 100 
wus then j)ut and lost. 

Tlie motion of Maulvi Azhai Ali for a n'duetion of IN, 100 was by 
]ea^e of the House wit lid ra an. 

Tlie original demand ot Its. d4,ll,d(Ml loi expenditure under the 
head “XV II, etc. — Irrigation” au.s then ]mt and agref‘(l to. 

5a-4)ivil Works and 81— Civil Works not charged to Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

On the rei’ommendation of His Exeolleney the (iovernor, 1 beg to move 
that a sum of Its. 1,04, 50, (KM) l>e granted for expenditure under the 
head “50 — (h‘vil AVorks'’ and “81 — Civil W’orks'’ not eliaiged to 
revenue”. 

The lailiey of tliis department was erifieised in detail in the last 
eession of the Assembly when I introdiicfd this budget. The imtin 
points of i riticism were tliat the department was wasteful and that there 
was consideraWe delay in the execution of the road fund projects. 
Since then I have made a (dose study of the work of the department and 
I wish to take this opportunity to state the Reforms which have been 
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tfind will be introduced. I do not propose to say anything at this stage 
about the delay in the construction of roads and bridges out of the pro- 
vincial allocation from the road fund. I wish io deal with them later 
on after the members of the European group speak on the subject. I 
shall now deal with the other points, viii., the possibility of effecjting 
economy in the construction and maintenance of roads and buildings. 

Sir, at the outset I wish to state that no economy is possible by 
reducing the stall*. The work ot tlie depaitmenl is expanding as will 
be seen from the fact that then? is an increase of Ks. 21,58,000 in the 
budget provision for the <r)niing \(‘ar as com}Kiivd with the revised 
estimate for lOdT-dH. Mon‘over, the road fund w(jrk has thrown a 
heavy strain (ui the olhcers of the department, and 1 am convinced that 
any reduction of the stall at present will he a very false economy which 
will lead to delay and waste of public ttmds on account of want of 
supervision. 

Sir, siine I eauH* iiilo otliee J liaNt* d(‘Voletl con'-idorahb' attention 
to the works of tlie Department, and I Iiuac tried to find out 
means to prevent leakage of public funds on account of insufficient con- 
trol, carelessness and other cause.s. 

The first |Hunt that attra(ded my atlentitm was that under the rules, 
calling* for leiideis is optional in eases of rejiairs and original w'orks 
estimated to cost b'ss than^ 10, (KM) and Ks. 2,500, K'Sjieetively. In 
other w'ords, the Kxec-utive Engineer.^ e^iii select contractors for such 
works aiui pay them at the seliediiled lates without calling for tei'ders 
in the open market. 'Fhe r\ile was no dou])t iranu'd to reduce the 
amount of clerical work in the olliccs and to enable tin* depiul mental 
officers to undertake repairs and small original works without the delay 
that will he causial by calling foi tenders. At the saim* tiim* ibeie can 
be no <iuestion that tendered rates aie generally lowei (luni tin' schedul- 
ed rates. I havt‘ accordingly amended tli(‘ rule and issued ordeis that 
tenders must he invited iu the cases of works, whether original or 
repair, the cost of wliich is more tlian Ks. 1,000. 

Another point which has attracted my attention is that under the 
present rules, departmental officers art' not lx>und to accept the lowest 
tender in all eases. They are at liberty to act t'pt a higher tender pro- 
vided they record roasttns in full for llieir action. The reason for this 
is that the eoutructor making the lowest tender may be a man of 
small means and nut reliable so that if his tender he accepted, it wull 
ultimately end in loss to (lovernmeiit owing to his failure to complete the 
work according to specifications. This difficulty is not however insuper- 
able. I am considering the possibility of issuing orders directing that 
each Divisional Office should maintain a list of approved and reliable 
contractors and that the lowest tender must be accepted if it is made by 
contractors on the list. A list of approved contractors is maintained at 
present in many ofijees, but the list is not comprehensive, and the 
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Executive Engineer can enter names on the lisl or strike them off at 
his unfettered discretion. This gives rise to complaints for nepotism, 
and I proi>o8e that every contractor shall he entitled to have his name 
on the list, and shall have the right of appeal to the Superintending 
Engineer if the Executive Engineer finds him unfit. Similarly a con- 
tractor whose name is removod from tiie list hy an Ext‘t u(i\e KnginetU', 
shall have a right of appeal to the Superintending Engineer. It has 
been pointed out to me that some contra<‘.tors are good tor some Kitid of 
work, hut have not the means or a]>ti(U(l(‘ tor other kinds. difli- 

culty can, however, be ea.sily met if two or thrive lists are mainlaiucd for 
different kiud.s of worli and foi- works df different m.ignituih’ 

Sir, tlie silieduled rates of the Departnnod liave also conic under my 
notice, A revision of tlic rates has lieeii din'cted, and I lie \\ork has 
been completed in all Circlc.s hut one. i ha\c also asked District 
Hoards to 8up{)ly me w’ith ilioir ratc.s so that a fruitful lomparisoii can 
be made with tin* rates allowed by (iovernmenl. Tin* reduefiou of 
specifications of road.s and buildings is also being (‘xamiiu'd. 

In concluding- my ri'inarks I wi^h to ol>scr\<* that 1 nIiuI! be always 
very glad to receive suggestions from the members of tlio House and 
from the general ])ul)lic as regards the means by which the cost of (on- 
stnictioii and maintenance of roads and buildings can hv reduced. And 
I can ssure tlicm that any coiistiuc'li\e jiroposal or eriticism will 
receive my mo.st careful consideration 

Mfi J. R. WALKER: Mr, Speak<>r, Sir, 1 am not going to move 
my motion, hut 1 would like to speak on the general snbjc*et. The 
Hon’ble the Einauce Minister in his Hudget speech made the- loi lowing 
remarks on how- economy could be effected. He said “re.il eccueoiiy in 
the public services, can, I believe, also be aehi<*ved b\ iim ^e^^^lMg' the 
efficiem^V of the .service's”. It is heeau'^e I believe that something 
could he done on tliese lines, tliat I liavc taken the* o])}ic rtunity of 
speaking to-day, l<* illustrate what I nuMii I w'ould like to jioint out 
to the House bijt'H\' a ease which has c-onn* to my notice during the 
past \ear, fi'oin wiiieh 1 think the no'iiihers cd this House will agre^ 
that something cotild he done in the way of economy by incieasiiig the 
efticienev of this department. 

lu August 1930 a re.sponsible public body occui.ying a (iovc'niment 
building asked for sanction to improve the lighting of that building fti 
its own expense, the work to l>e done by an oiit*<ide contiai-tor. The 
cost of that lighting would lx‘ nUmi Rh. o/KM). Instead of getting a 
straight answer as to whether the alteiatiou to the lighting would be 
permitted or not, the usual correspondence l)egan with files going from 
one Engineer to another and back to the body concerned with the 
result that 10 pages of foolscap had to be filled up before sanction was 
given. Not less than 18 months of valuable ^;ngineer’s time and 
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public money were washed on this small matter, when there was not eyes 
any question of public expenditure being at issue. I submit, Sir, that 
if such dilatory methods are employed over such matters as the one I 
have just referred to, what will be the fate and waste of time and money 
which will take place before the great schemes covered by the present 
grant are likely to be completed. In an ordinary business house, the 
head of the firm gives orders, and assistants are bound to carry them 
out. But as far as I can see, in the I^ublic^ Works Department nobody^ 
gives orders. Juniors question the orders of seniors with the result 
that nothing is done l>efore useless correspondence between officials is 
carried out. To me there appear to l)e two types of Engineers', the man 
who gets on wilh his job, and the other who does nothing but wastes not 
only his own time, but ^Jje public time and public money. If writing 
has to be done, then T submit, Sir, that it can be done by (lerks, and 
there is an army of unemployed from which clerks can be engaged. 
There is much to be done, I know there are Engineers in the Depart- 
ment wlu) would like to do the work for wliicli they are appointed, but 
they cannot do it, as they get snowed luuler files U]nm files. I would 
ask the Hoirhle Minister to do something to break down this rotten 
system, and let the Engineers wdio are keen on their job get on with it. 
Instead of making them glorified clerks, give them the opportunity to 
be keen, euthiisiastie. engineers, who will find some* pride In tlieir w'ork, 
because it is of public servit-o. 1 could go on about tlie useless waste 
of time and money wbicli goes on and I am sure bon’ble members from 
all parts of tlie House could do the sanu*. This party will vigorously 
support th(‘ Minister in an investigation into the whole work of this 
department in order to bring about that economy which the Finance 
Minist(‘r and all of us know can be obtained by increasing efficiency. 

There is another matter of siH-cial interest to ns as meuibers of this 
House to wJiieh I would like briefly to refer. 

Since last session we have seen put up in the Assembly compouud a 
building for the establishment of our department. This building, while 
entirely unobjectionable and very necessary, is little more than a shed. 

I am t(dd, Sir, on good authority, and the Minister w*ill no doubt correct 
me if I am wrong, that the amount of public money .spent on this shed 
is no less than Hs. JOjtKK). If that be so. Sir, it i.s a sufficient and com- 
plete indictment of this department. I am sure every member of the 
House w’ill be w’itb me in characterizing it as a gross and scandalous 
misuse of publit* money sorely needed by the province. (Cries of 
““Hear, hear” from Congress benches.) Nothing will i>ersuade the 
members of this House that the accommodation provided could not in 
proper hands have been put up at a very much reduced cost. 

I have much sympathy with the Minister in the difficulties with 
which he is confronted. , Indeed I ptm reminded of the story of Sindbad 
the Sailor who had the Old Man of the Sea on his shoulders for a long^ 
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long time, and I trust that the Minister with the «upport of this House 
will be able to shake off this burden of inertia, inefficiency and extra- 
vagance, and be able to proceed freely with the schemes for <he benefit 
of the province he has in mind. 


Mf« NIKUHJA BEHARI MAITis Mr. Speaker, Sir, will) \our 
permission I beg to move ihe motion standing in tlie name ot Mr. Uwur 
Chandra Mai, which projiosev a cut of Us. l.Ott.tMHt in the demand of 
Rs. ],;U,o9,t)()0 for expenditure umler tlie head “oO (nil Works” and 
“81 — Civil M orks not charged to Ucveniie.” (No separate building 
for the Legislative Council i- nccessarv. The present -Vssemblv House 
is sufficient for the purpose i 

In moving tliis cut motion, Sn, I })eg to submit that tin* jiresent 
Assembly House is (]uit(' suHicieut tor tin* pur]>os(» of hohling Ihe imuM- 
ings of the Bengal ljegislali\e (duiicil I catimu but (diaracterize tiiis 
expenditure, Sir, as thougbllesv. extravagant ami irresponsible If 1 
ma\ say so, it is a scandalous waste of public immt'v . Sir, in saving 
that this exiKMuliture is tlmuglilless. I mav a-k the llmi’lde Minister 
in charge to state wlietliei the desin‘ ot ibe members of (be 1 pper Hotise 
was consulted in this matter belore in tliis item of e\p(Midilure 

in tlie Budget, and wbotber the likes ami di^slikes of the members of tlie 
Council were ascertained in (be torm ot a resolution. In such a matter, 
it would have been better it the (qunion not onlv of tlml lloii-e Imt of 
this House as w(d] was taken. I am atraiil, Sii, that iillimatelv tlie 
expenditure will exceed th(‘ t'^iimate ot Us. I <an veiv well 

imagine tliat the total cost will be in tlie neighbourhood tif something 
like 20 lakhs of rupees. 

Now, Sir, this huge expemliture has got. to he home by the people 
of Bengal at a time when there is depression all round, when there is 
a general failure of crops all over the country, and when the r.at ion- 
building departments are being starved of funds. This huge expendi- 
ture is going to he undertaken. Sir. at a time when the rivers and 
khalx in the province are dying and are in a decadent condition, and 
when the country requires drainage for the eradication of malaria and 
other disea.ses. Under these circumstances, Sir, is it fair that such a 
huge expenditure should be incurred?' With what face can Govern- 
ment propose seriously to the menihers of this House, who are supposed 
to be responsible to the people, that this huge sum should be spent? 
I repeat, Sir, that this is an irresponsible item of expenditure^ — irrespon- 
sible in the sense that the Minister, who is resfKmsihle to the Cabinet, 
which in its turn is respon.sible to the people, ought to have taken into 
Obnsideration the poverty, the diseases and the ill-health of the people 
before providing a huge sum for the construction of a separate building 
the Council. 
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Sir, in to-day's Questions and Answers, I' find that in answer to 
question No. 251, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health 
Department admitted that in the district of Myinenningh alone 39,526 
people, i.e., about 40,000 people, died of malaria in one year, i.e., from 
1st January to 31st December, 1937. In answer to question No. '252, 
put by Dr. Gobinda (’handra Bhawmik, I find that the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the same department has admitted that the total iiumbeTj^ 
of deaths from all causes in Panchkura tbana alone in Midnapore dis- 
trict was 3,754 in 1937. Tn the face of all these things, is it advi'-able, 
is it proper, on ttie part of a responsible Minister to launch upon a 
scheme involving the expenditure of Rs. 15 lakhs, ^vhich, as I liave 
already said, is liktdy to go up to Hs. 20 lakhs. Moreover, the inequity 
of this expenditure i»» heightened by the fact that the I'pper House 
itself is, in the opinion rd* many, an unnee(‘ssarv and useless body. 
Further, money will have to be provided for furnishing this neu' build- 
ing ami for the usual ])araphernalia of a legislative body 

I submit, Sir, that this money could have ])een more usefiill\ spent 
in giving an impetus to the solution of the ujj.'ent ]»ir>bleins ot the 
province — 

(At this stage the imuuber, haxifig rca<*hing tlu* t iinc-limil , i-c-'Umcd 
his seat.) 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Mr S{ )cakei\ Sir, the time is so short and the 
House is HO tired that it is dilllcult t«» speak as om> vould likf* to 
speak, and, thcrctbrc*, 1 am not going lo mo\e my motion. Sir, I 
will speak on tlie origiiial motion, and as the original inoiion refers 
more to the activities of the ])ast Govcunment thiui of the lucsent 
•Government — 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point ot order. Sir. 
Is the honourabb' member entitled to speak on the original motion, 
whi(*h ivS the motion moved by the Hon’ble Minister in charge ^ 


Mr. G. MORGAN: Sir, 1 am refening to the motion of the Hon'ble 
Minister. Mr. Walker did not move his v\i[ motion ami spoke on the 
original jm»tion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right, you will please proceed with \our 
speech . 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Hefore I dilate on the road policy of Govern- 
ment, I should like to ask the Hon 'hie Finance Minister one question 
in regard to the budget estimates. We find at page 41 of the 
Explanatory Memorandum, item XXXIX, the amount of Ea. 25,31,000 
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shown as rsceipts ag'aiiist '^Transfer frooi JEtoad Development Account.’* 
In the budget, however, there is nothing provided under the head of 
expenditure. 

R*ai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, there is. 


Mfi C. MORGAN: Where is it? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You will find (hai at 
page 117. 

Mfi Cl MORGAN: Turning ((» j»age 8, J lind the sum of 
Us. 22, 2d, 000 against “SuhvcMitions Irnin the Jtoad Development 
Fund” under the column ’ hui there i.s nothing prf>vided 

under the column “Devised J{)d7-dS.“ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDYi of Kasimbazar: 

You will find Its. 17 laklis under “Itevised.” 

Mr. C. MORGAN: In jiagc nl the h!x})lanatorv Memorandum I 
do not find anything und<*r “Kstinuite 10:i8-d0.“ Tlie dosing 
balance must include the iUun of exjumdilure on roa<ls N\hidi is ‘do or 
20 lakhs. Then at jiages 100-1 til, in tlie detailf'd ex])en<lihire of 
Rfl. 2d, 21, 000, Its. 12,d0,0(f(f is sliown as to he spent hy the l)ej)arlnieiit 
and the balance of Its. Id lakhs aini odd aie to be Mjient by tlie local 
bodies. 

I must give some figures to show the position of the Hoad I'lind at 
present. The HouTile Finance Minister ga\c figures in his sjirech and 
I want to go a little further. The position is this. Last >eur the 
the number of })rr)jects shown as .samtioned was if ami tlie estimated 
cost apiuoximately was It^-. i\-t\ laklis Tin* expenditure between 

March and December, 1907, was 4*81 lakh.'-. The number of jirojects 
sanc'tioned between March and December, 1907, was 9 and the only two 
estimates which were prepared anmunted approximately to Its. 11-85 
laklis. 

The Finance Minister gave the figure of unspent halanco on the 01st 
March, 193(), as Ils. 43J lakhs. At the present moment it is at least 
50 lakhs. The Hon’ble Finance Minister hopes that he will be able to 
spend the money which has been allotted this year, and next year he 
will be able to spend the money w^hich they have in hand. I think he 
is very optimistic unless some changes are made in the policy of the 
Government and in the manner in which the work is carried out. 
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Now, I would lik« to ask ike Hon’ble Minister for Communications, 
^ what is the policy of Government ? I was a member of the Central 
Road Committee for 5 years and I have seen the programmes of all the 
Provinces of India which came before us. Bengal is always preparing 
big projects, but Bengal and one or two other Provinces are so dilatory 
that though they have their programmes, they never spend the money 
that is allotted to them. That i.« the reason why in January, 1937, the 
Government of India brought forward a new resolution which was 
accepted by us with some amendments moved by me. In clause 3 of 
resolution, it was providetl that Local Governments have got to spend 
the money allotted to them otherwise they would get no more. 

What I am trying to get at is — wliat is the policy of the Government 
of Bengali In 1934, a Special Officer was appointed to survey the road 
problem in diU'erent parts of the Province, and we have received from 
the centre Rs. 2 lakhs for the Special Officer and his staff. Since 1936, 
the Special Officer, Mr. King, has, I understand, been doing both his 
ordinary work as Superintending Engineer as well as the special work. 
I can now quite understand wliy the report has not yet come forward. 
I blame the Government of Bengal lor their dilatory methods and for 
not seeing that the staff of the Public Works Department carry out 
their work according to the sanctioned schemes. Government have got 
schemes amounting to Rs, 63 lakhs and this \ear the Central Road 
Committee has api)i()ved schemes worth another 47 lakhs. As regards 
the policy of the Government of Bengal, I notice that all their schemes 
are very big schemes. Well, the schemes are no doubt quite good. 
Oue of them is (lie construction a])proachcs to the Howrah Ifridge. 
But tlie Government of India has ma<](‘ it a obligation on tlie part of 
the Provincial Governments that lhe\ should .s[)eud as uuich as possible 
on feeder roads to railway, and steamer stations and main roads. I 
objected strongly to 25 per cent, being a statutory obligation because 
Bengal is so different from other Provinces of India. Other Provinces 
may speiid 40 per cent, on feeder roads but Bengal may not spend even 
10 per cent, on them. Bengal is full of rivers and khals, and roads 
are not so absolutely necessary as in the case of Central Province, the 
United Provinces and the North-West Frontier Province, where roads 
are absolutely essential. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit r*^sumed 
bis seat.) 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: I beg to move that the demand under the head 
**Civil Works^’ be reduced by Rs, 100 in order to raise a discussion on 
the failure of Government to spend the allocated sum from the Central 
Petrol Fund in session 1937-38. A large number of members of this 
House are aware that the present Government is guilty of both oom- 
mission and omission . By commission I mean some times they spend 
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money ittost extravagantly, and scandalously. ‘As Mr. Walker has 
pointed out Government spent about Rs. 35,000 for building a shed m 
the compound of the Assembly House for liousiug the .\8sembly 

Department. 

• 

Now, by omission, I mean that the Beiig'al Goveriimeut has not 
been able to spend the mone\ allotted to them from the ('entral Petrol 
Fund for the development ol loads. Sometimes the Hon’ble Ministers 
are unable to do anythin^^ for want of funds and they cannot be 
blamed for that but when theie is mone\ in their hands ami ilu*v can- 
not spend it, it is not only unwise or lack ot loresight but if amounts to 
a sin. 

Sir, the total assignment since the Fund was ojjeneil was Its. I crore 
and 5 lakhs and on the 31st March, HKtG. Hs. 43i lakhs remained 
un8i>ent. Further in the year lt)37-fi8, ( rovtuiiment budgeted for an 
amount of Hs. lakhs, the total amount being (>(> lakhs; ol fliis GO 

lakhs, only 17 lakhs ha\e heiMi s|H*n< by tio\(‘riiinent. We do not 
know why the whole amount has not l>een s}mmi( at all ami the Ilon’ble 
Finance Minister has not given any explanation as to why that amount 
was not spent. The result is that this yeai’ we ha\4‘ not got anv grant 
from the Central Petrol huml. When tin* Ilon'hle ^Ministers go out 
on tour in different districts of the l*roMnc^*, they should em|uire of the 
District Magistrate and the leading gentlemen of the town whether 
theie is any need for roads in those jiarticular distri< ts. 

Communication among different places is (‘s«.eiitial ami for that roads 
are an absolute necessity. A huge amount to the extent of IN. (iG 
lakhs has l)een sanctioned for tin* <'onsuucf ion ot !<»ads hut the jiicsent 
Government have failed to utilise that amount 3'liere is one road 
running from Comilla to Doudkamli This was being metalled for the 
last five or six years and last year uliorit a lakh of rujiees was granted 
for that road, but only a Ninall lortion of it has been sjmmiI There is 
also another road, running from Mymensingh to Tungail So far as 
this road is concerned, the bridging has not been finished and not to 
speak of finishing of the construction of the road. My submission t<> 
the Hon'ble Minister is that in futuie he .should a.sk the District Magis- 
trate and other gentlemen of the districts whether they require any 
communication from place to place, so that he will he in a position to 
know whether construction of any road is nei'cssary. Some say this is 
being done and if this is done, T do not find any reason why the Hon’ble 
Minister could not spend that money at all. If the whole amount bad 
been spent the Hon’ble Mini'^ter <ouid ask for an extia grant from the 
Central Funds.* It is, I think, due to lack of imagination on the part 
of t]^Hon’ble Minister that the amount has not been spent. From this 
year I would request the Hon’ble Minister to see that the money 
allotted this department is spent. 
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The Hoii’ble Khwbja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I assume that the 
^on’ble members of this House have read in the papers the reply that 1 
gave on this question or the sj>eech that I made about a Council build- 
ing when I moved a motion in the Council for the apix)intment of a 
Committee of the Council to consider this question. The position is that 
the old Government had decided when this building was constructed 
that with the inauguration of the new constitution it would be allotted 
to the Assembly for il.s use. Th(‘ idea tlien was that a separate build- 
ing would be constructed for the Bengal Iyt*gislative Council. Later on 
that Government decided that it would be l)etter not to construct a 
building for the Council until the new constitution came into being 
and the (Vuincil and the Assembly could then decide what sort of a 
building tliey should have for the (V)iincil. After the new constitution 
oame ijilo l)eing Government allotted the present building to the 
Assemldy and after consulting the President and tlie Speaker suggested 
a scheme for anollier building f<n* the lyf*gislative Council. 

Since then niemlxTs of this J1oum‘ a> \sell as oi the other JLiuse, have 
expressed the opinion that there is no necessity for a se]>arate building. 
Therefore in view of the opinions exjTressed by the memlHU‘8 of this 
House and tin* doubt e.\pressed by some members of the Council 
Government, have adopted tbe following ])olicy. They undertake not 
to si>ond anything out of the amount that has been jaovided in the 
budget for the purpose of constructing another luiilding tor tlie TiOgisla- 
tivG (k)un/^il unb‘ss atid until a Conuniltec of the CoiuK il and a Com- 
mittee of tbe .\ssembly (‘onsid(*r tliis i|U(‘stion and submit tbeir rej)ort to 
the respective lIous(\s, At the jw-esent time tliere no juocedure for a 
Joint Coinniitt(M' of flu* Asseinhly and ilie Council. Therefore Govern- 
menf have suggi'sted ami as far as tli<‘ Cfnincil is rum erned tliey have 
actually moved for a coiumitt(*(‘ and a])p()iiHed o!H‘ to (onsider the (]ue8- 
tioii of having another building toi tbe Legislative Council or in the 
alternative to utilise this building lor botli tlie TTonses. Government 
propose to allot a day to move a motion tor tlie ap|M)iiitment of a Com- 
mittee of ibis House for a similar ]>urpf)se. AVhen tbe two com- 
initte4‘s liave been a]>j)oinl«‘d (fovernmmit will call a conference with 
the members of the committee‘s to consider the (piestion whether it is 
possible to carry on without a se]>arate building for the I^egislafive 
Council and if it is not ]X>ssible what sort of a building and at whai cost 
should he constructed for the lA^gislative Council. The deliberations 
will naturally be conducted by the two committees separately and the 
two committees will submit two separate reix)rts to their respective 
Houses. After these reports are considered by tbe Houses Government 
will come to a decision as to what to do. It is obvious that if a solu- 
tion satisfactory to both the Assembly and the Ooimcil is found (Jqiifem- 
ment will accept that, but if there is a difference of opnion between the 
two Houses further «teps will have to be taken by Goverateenl to anite 
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at an amicable solution of this cjuostiou. In the, iii6untime Government 
give the assurance that no monej^ will l)e spent from the amount that htp ^ 
been provided. 

*Maulvt AULAD H08SAIN KHAN: I don't like to move my cut 
motion but I like to draw the attention of the Government to the (pies- 
tion of the Dacca- Aricha Itoad. It i.s a road of jwovincial imjx)rtance 
as it will connect when coniideted East Bengal with West Bengal. 
Dacca is not only the second capital of Bengal, but is the rainy season 
residence of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal. It is only 50 
miles off from Goalundo the terminus station of the Fsistern Bengal 
Railway but it is strange that in these days of scientitic advancement 
one has got to undergo a very tedious and round alK>ut journey over the 
dangerous river Padina for about eight hours to reach' Dacca. The 
proposed Dacca- Aricha Road will shorten the journey by at least 5 hours 
if it, of course, be made uiotorable. Moreov(*r, Manickganj subdivi- 
sion is cut oft from the rest of the world and one wonders to hear that it 
takes about 18 hours to reach l)ac(‘a from Manickganj w'hit h is only at 
a distance of 3() miles. 

A detailed survey yvas made and a plan and estimate wiu’c prejxired 
by the District Engineer, Dacca, y\ith tin* ludp of the ex|)erts of the 
Irrigation Department thiee oi tour year< ago. But to the utter dis- 
appointment of the iieo}»le of the Dacca district s|H*cially of the Maniok- 
ganj subdivision the work has not yet been taken ui>. Rej)resenta- 
tions were made on several occasions but nothing has as yet tn^en done. 
All officers including the Gommis‘<ioiier of the Division, tlu‘ District 
Magistrate, Subdi visional Officer and general public have lieen insist- 
ing on it but to no avail It is apjn'ehended that as it clashes with 
certain vested interests it is being delay eil on friv<d<»us pretexts. This 
road has l>een in existence from a v(*ry long time under the NU|>«*r vision 
of the I>acca District Board. The roa<l is divided into three sections. 
The 1st and the did .sections as yvell as a ixirtion of the second section 
are already rai.sed. The remaining |K)rtion of the second section has 
not yet been raised and a portion of wdiich yvas yvashed away by river. 
The whole trouble, so far as yve ('an gather, is in res]M‘ct of the unraised 
portion of the second secti(m. Objections have been advanced that if 
this portion be raised it yy ill cause obstruction to spill-flow deteriorating 
the sanitation and the fertility of tbe soil. But this assumfirtion is a 
myth. As there are many well defined channels in the IfK'ality and also 
provision for sufficient number of bridges and culverts has been made 
there is absolutely no apprehension for obstruction of spill-flow. 

Only the other day the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
in^i of Communications and Works and the Director of Public Health 
and otlj^r experts visited the locality and inspected the road but we 
do not know the result of the same. 

10 
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Sir, it is rumoured. that a move is going on to delay the project on 
Uio pretext of further examination and procuring data. Sir, it has 
already taxed our patience and vre cannot wait any longer. We want 
quick decision in the matter. All ]K).s.sible data have been collected and 
it is simply useless to waste time and energy any longer. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, last time when the Kon’ble 
the Communications Minister presented his budget, I drew his atten- 
tion to certain imporiaut matters which stand in the way of an early 
execution of road works. I submit that although the report of the 
Special Officer has not been in our hands, yet some early steps should 
he taken now, otherwise, even the coming year's allotted sum will 
not l)e spent, and I l)elieve, then the Hon’ble Minister will have to 
come to the House next time and give an ex]>lanution as to why the 
money could not be spent. That is why I projx>se that a small com- 
mittee or conference be called where the prirndple of the selection of 
road projects could be discussed, for, otherwise, as soon as Ihe report 
of the Special Officer will be out there will a scramble from all 
parts of the province for sanctions and the life of the Hon'hle Minister 
will be made miserable. Therefore, Sir. unless he takes earlv Nte|>s 
in the matter it will be impossible for him to carry out any scheme 
however l>eneficent it may lx*. 1 attempted to draw Ins attention 
to this matter through a resolution which however could not be reached 
on the day allotted. Therefore, I propose to take this opportunity to 
state that certain principles should he arrived at in sanctioning road 
projects. These were given in the body of my proposed resolution. 

Mr. SPEAKER: AVill you please give us the refejence. Dr. 
Senyal ? 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir, certainly. The number 
of the resolution is 127, Resolutions Part TT, Ap|>eiidix to the Tiist of 
Business for the session continuing on the 8th Febniary, 1938. I do 
hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister will carry on discussions along 
the lines outlined in the resolution, so that the road policy might be 
changed and road projects may be taken up quickly. My resolution, 
Sir, was in the following terms: — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that the following principles should 
he followed in sanctioning such road projects in this Province as may 
h&ve to l)e directly or indirectly financed out of allotments from the 
Central Road Fund or from provincial revenues: — 

(1) Projects calculated to serve such areas as are fertile Mid 
populated but without any other efficient system of trans- 
portation rhould have first preference; 
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(2) Sanctions should W ‘^iven and allocations from the funds for 
each area should be made on the basis of the needs pri- 
marily of the rural |>oi>ulation of each ; 

^(3) Projects likely to establish throng*!) communication belween 
two or more districts while not unduly affectinjf Ihe inter- 
ests of existing: railways should lie preferretl ; 

(4) Projects serving: as feeders to existing^ railway and steamer 

routes should Ijave greater attention; 

(5) As far as practicabli*, the tor improved riKad should 

follow the line ol e\i>tifig distiit t }>oar<l and other roads, 
if there are any near about the projecttHl route, and these 
should run in and through |w)f)ulous villages served by them, 
and not placed nt a distance; 

(6) Ilefore any road project is sanctioned, a trallic .survey at im|H)rt- 

ant centres on the same should be undertaken, taking into 
considerat ion both evisting* traffic as well as prospective, in 
goods and passengeis, with a view to ascertain the useful- 
ness of th(* schein(‘ and the ('omparative justification of the 
expenditure involved : 

(7) Where low lands or wat<*rways ha\e to be ci'osscmI, projHir 

attention should be given t4» sey that the natural drainage 
of the area served is not unduly interfered with; 

(8) The construction of the road iwrtion of a project should he 

taken on hand first and bridges afterwards; 

(9) For the financing of hridg^t* con struct urn recourse may \ye had 

to capitalising a |K)rtioTi of the subvention from the 
Central Road Fund, and small tolls may be Ievie<l for a 
period of years to repay the capital: 

(11) The stan<lard of construction of ih‘w roads or improvement 
of existing ones should l>e commensurate with the local 
needs for traffic movements, and should have in view the 
possibilities of ([uick extension of roads facility rather than 
the construction of high (pialilv roads; and 
(11) Members of llie Provincial T/Cgisbiture concerned with an 
area in which a project, is to be sanctioned should be con- 
sulted before such sanction is given,” 


The Hon’bie Maharaja 3RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimtiaiar: 

I am glad Mr. Walker has brought to the notice of Government certain 
disabilities under which some of the officers of thi-» department are 
stdfering, and I can assure him that I shall look into them thoroughly 
and shall see that they turn out to be engineers in the real sense aad 
not mere glorified clerks. « 
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Regarding the cost of the temporary additional building to this 
House, I have already stated in my introductory speech that I am 
revising the Government rates and comparing them with those prevalent 
in local bodies and firms. One factor regarding these buildings how- 
ever should be taken into consideration and that is the shortness of 
time within which they had to be completed. As regards the progress 
in the construction of roads I can well understand the dissatisfaction 
felt by the members of this House and by the general public at the 
rate of progress. Personally, I myself also share in this justifiable 
feeling of dissatisfaction. I can assure you that the matter is giving 
me considerable anxiety, and I have no intention to minimise things, 
but at the same time I would ask hon^ble members to realise the diffi- 
culties with which I am faced. On the Ist of April 1937 when I first 
assumed charge of this department I found an unexpended balance of 
Rs. 42 lakhs in (he Road Fund, a legacy for which 1 am not to be 
blamed. However, I issued instructions (o the Executive Engineers 
that the rate of expenditure must be considerably acccderated and a 
comprehensive road scheme taken up with as much expedition as 
possible. During the discussion of the budget on the last occasion in 
the Assembly, 1 mentioned the reasons which werti responsible for this 
•delay, in somewhat great detail, and I need not repeat them on this 
occasion. We are bound, ’however, to face these fiicts as they are, 
though I must assure the House at the same time that I am striving my 
hardest for the solution of this perplexing problem — the problem of 
speeding up expenditure. There are some reasons wliich arv no doubt 
real and fundamental and will continue to exist. Now, Sir, a riparian 
area presents obstacles which are peculiar and long investigations have 
to be made l>efore they oan. Then again it must be recognised thaf 
previously for wont of funds the wmrk of this department was con- 
siderably less and that this department was used for many years to do 
only routine work. The sudden problem of sjiending large sums of 
money on original projects and works naturally found them unprepared 
of and unable to cope with on additional task which was not only 
considerable in magnitude but was also somewhat new in character. 
Another delay wdiich requires some explanation is the delay in the 
preparation of a comprehensive scheme by the Special Officer. It was 
expected that the work would he finished in October last, but Mr. King, 
the Special Officer, did not find it possible to finish the w'ork within 
the time expected, W^hen members see the report they will realise 
the immensity of the undertaking and will agree that the time he has 
taken over it can be justified. He has toured over the whole province, 
the 26 districts, and consulted the district boards and local officers 
regarding the alignments and getting rough estimates prepared and 
^checked. There were many cases of considerable delay on the part of 
the local bodies to furnish him with the information asked for. I am. 
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however, glad to l)e able to state that out of 39* chapters he has com- 
pleted 37 and they have been sent to the Press. The printing, however, 
will take dome time, specially the printing of the maps which will l>e 
necessary for reference, and they are. 1 believe, (Jl in minilx'r. TJie 
cosfof printing these maps alone would come to about Us. 50, (KX) 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Santal; Rs. 50,000! as much as that!) It is oulv a 
rough estimate. We have got to get them printed in the (Government 
of India Press, the only Press wliere they can ]>nnt sucli maps. It has 
been stated, Sir, that this delay could have been reduced. Sir, it was 
partly due to the fact that Mr. King had to ofheiate as Superintending 
Engineer for seven months last year and this appointment had to be 
made on account of shortage of cxjierieneed officers to act as Superin- 
tending Engineers. But instead of taxing ymi with further reasons 
for the delay to spend the amount I will now proceed to tell the House 
the special arrangements which we propose to make to <*xi)cdite road 
construction. I am appointing a SptH'ial Officer of the rank of a 
Superintending Engineer whose sole duty will be to go round and look- 
after the prompt execution of road projects. In the normal course, 
many proposals have to come from tin* Executive Engineer to tlie Chief 
FiUgineer, but when the Special Officer is appointed he will he aide to 
deal with these matters directly and without any intermediary. Them 
again some delay occasionally is caused oyer the acijuisition of land, 
and if this officer is appointed, I think, he will he ahh* to get things 
done more quickly. Sir, I think it is essential to have this offi( ei . 
The Bombay Government who were in u similar predicament also 
appointed a Special Officer for this purpc>sc and I understand that they 
are making good progress. I full\ cxjiect that with this sjx'ciiil 
organisation it will he [lossihh* to make great headway in roa<l making 
during the coming year. Sir, Dr. Sanyal has ahked me to state the 
policy which the Government intends to follow in .selecting the road 
schemes. I may tell him at once that theic is a Board of (’ommunica- 
tions which advises Government in this direction. I am also thinking 
of convening a conference of the Chairmen of District Boards to 
ascertain their views on this point. Personally I feel that wdien select- 
ing the road schemes, attention should always lie paid to the roads 
which will be of real benefit to the agriculturists giving them facility 
to convey their products to the market pla<*e. Then we should also 
have roads which connect one district with another and subdivisions 
with the district headquarters connecting stefiincr and railway station 
with towns and those centres. In a w'ord in selecting road projects we 
should always follow the motto “The greatest good to the greatest 
number*\ 

AI«Ha| Maillana Dr. SANAULLAH: Why not transfer some of 
the works to district boards ? 
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The Hon’We Maheraja SRiS CHANDRA NANDYi of KasimlMzar: 

Well, I shall take up that question also in the meeting of the Chainnen 
of District Boards as to whether we can make over certain roads to them. 

Mr. C. MORGAN; May I ask one simple question.^ Is the Special 
Officer going to be the Secretary of the Provincial Board of Communi- 
cation as was done in some other provinces? 

The Hofi’Me Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Government have not yet decided that, but most likely he will be the 
Secretary. 

The motion, standing in the name of Mr. Tswar Chandra Mai moved 
by Mr. Nikunja Behari Haiti, that tin* demand be reduced by 
Rs. ],(K),(KK), was put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali for a reduction of Rs. 100 was then 
put and lost. 

The original demand of Rs. 1 ,'14,59, 0(M) for expenditure under the 
head “60 — Civil Works’’ and “81 — Civil Works not charged to 
Revenue” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournmeiit. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m., on Monday, the 21st 
March, 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta, 
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Procae^ngt of the Bengal LegUlative Attembly attembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935* 

feE Assembly met in the A>MMnhl\ Houm*. (’uleuttu, on Moinlay, 

the 2l8t March, 1938, at 4-45 p.ra. 

Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon' hie Khan Bahadur M. A/i/il liAUtiK, (M.k.) 
in the Chair, eleven Hon'ble Ministers and 221 iiieinhers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of non-Bengalee constables in the Calcutta Police. 

*258. Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (//) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Poli<e) Dispart men t he pleased to -^tate 
whether any non-Bengalee has been appcunted eonstahle in the 
Calcutta Police in 1938^ 

(h) If the answer to in) is in (he atfirniati\e, what are the reasonsy 
(c) In view of acute iiiieiiij)l<»> inton in the Province and Hon’bh* 
Minister’s declaration in the last .session of this Assembly, are the 
Government considering the desiralulity ot forn)ulutin/,i a policy of 
recruiting constables from residents of this Pfovime onlyr' 

MINISTER in charge of the Home DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (r/l Yes; tor the armed branch. 

(h) Unsuitability for the duties to be performed. 

(c) The matter is under examination. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Willi reterence to answer 
(6), will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to .state as to what makes 
him think that the Bengalis are unsuitable for i»erforiiiing the duties (.f 
police in the city of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The reports based on 
previous experience show that ( ertain works which ere entrusted to the 
Armed Police and certain works such as traffic duties in Calcutta m 
not being performed efficiently by the i>eople so fir recniited from the 
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Bengalees. I would refer the hon’ble member to my reply to (e) that 
tie matter is still under examination as I want to go further into this 
question and see why it is not possible to find suitable Bengalees to do 
this work. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that there are sufficient number of suitable persons 
among the Scheduled Castes people and Muhammadans who are with 
regard to their physique and other necessities fit for this service? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is true; but it is diffi- 
cult to get them always and what is more it is not merely the physique 
and courage that are required to meet a difficult situation. The con- 
ditions of service are such that sometimes they do not attract Bengalees 
to it. At Jeast this is the experience, as I have been told, of those who 
are responsible that when they come into the service, they do not like 
to remain away from Iheir family and after a time they become dis- 
satisfied and go away. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that in the rural areas the bulk of the ix)licing is done by 
dafadars and village chaukidars who are all Bengalees? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; They are not whole-time 
workers. Neither they are really armed nor have they to perform the 
same duty as the regular Police has to do. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the last trial was given to Bengalees and how many of them 
were tried? 

Tho Hon’bla Khwaja 8if NAZIMUDDIN: From time to time various 
people have been trit»d and they have been found unsatisfactory. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE; Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the authority or the |)erson8 who reiK>rte<l and from whom those 
reports were received. 

The Hcn’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I discussed this question 
with the Commissioner of Police and it is on record that so far the 
Bengalees have been found unsuitable for the work connected with tho 
Arms Branch. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Bengalees could serve creditably in the Territorial 
Force, why they cadnot serve in the Armed Police? 
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Ths Hon’bto Khwsja Sir NAZIMUDDINs I submit that is a ques- 
tion of opinion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to state if it is not a fact that so far discrimination 
has been made in recruiting Bengalees to this service for {loHtical 
reasons ? 

The HOffi’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the IToirhle Minister aware that 
in the Ctwcli Beliar State and in the Tripura State Bengalees are 
equipping the local Police Service and are doing crediUihlv the work 
of all classes of police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 hoi)e the hon’ble 
member is not making a confusion between the Armed and un- Armed 
Branch and if the hon’])le member refers to the Armed Branch, (tovern- 
raent have got no ififormation on the subject. 

Mailivi ABDUL BARI: Will the ITon'lde Minister bo pleased to 
state if there has l>een any want of Bengalee candidates ff)r th(* jM)HtR 
of the ctmstables ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INHA: Is the lion Ide Minister aware 
that in the last War half the number ot soldiers in the Bengali Battalion 
came from llajbanshi community and also that there are somt* Haj- 
banshis in the Eastern Frontier Bides? If that be so, will the ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wdiether they are not entitled under such 
circumstances to serve in the Calcutta Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: L have no information 
with regard to the first and second tmrt of the question. As regards 
the third, my own opinion is that it is ]K)8sibIe to find suitable Bengah^s 
both from the Scheduled and non-Scheduled Castes and Mussalmani 
who ought to be fit and suitable for this work, but as I have said 
before, this is a question into which I would like to go more thoroughly. 
The reports so far available in the dei>artment are that they have been 
tried and found unsuitable but the question may arise who were the 
people who came forward, whether they were the right type of people 
and whether 'they ]>elnnged to the categories from which they ought 
to come. All these questions require a more thorough investigation. 
It may be that the men who c^rae up were not the right type of men 
but that does not mean that they would not suitable for armed 
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police if opportunity ii^ given to them to enter that service. Thai is the 
question which I want to go more thoroughlj^ into. ^ 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if Government contemplate setting up an 
independent Committee of Enquirj* to investigate into this question 
rather than rely on the report of the Commissioner of Police? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He h as not said so. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Thank yon, Sir. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us the approximate time when he will finish his study 
and examination on the Mibject and let us know the result of his study 
and examination ? 


The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is dithcult to tell how 
long it will lake, but T intend to take up this (piestion during the recess. 


Latrines adjacent to the Shiva temple within the boundary of the Pabna 
Distriot Police barracks, 

*259. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) DepaHment 
aware — 

(i) that there is an ancient Shiva temple situated within the 
boundary of the Pabna District Police barracks; 

{ii) that the Hindu jmblic offer their pujf^in this teinjile for scores 
of years; 

(iii) that the existence of the said temple is mentioned in the survey 

map of the Revenue Department; 

(iv) that 15 latrines have been built adjacent to the siiid temple by 

the local authority; 

(p) that the Pabna Muniidpality and the j)ublic at large vehemently 
protested against the ereediou of those latrines; and 

{vi) that the use of those latrines were kept postponed last year? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that of late it has been derided to open those latrines for use? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the aflBrmative, does the Hon^ble 
Minister propose to take immediate steps in this matter and to allay 
unrest in the public mind? 

(rf) If no action is projxised to be taken, what are the reasons? 
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Thi Mon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {,») (,) There is a Shiv« 
temple^ but it is not ancient, 

(it) No, the public liave no access. 

(m) No. 

(ti?) One latrine with lo fH*ats at u <listaiice of 40 feet from the 
temple. 

(v) and (vi) Yes. 

(6) Yes, after constructing a septic tank and providing for flushing 
system. 

(c) and (d) Do not ari>c. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

•>^0*^ HTC®1 latrine Dirwtor 

<3^ C41C4lVC8tH CSRS 5RT 

RtrwTO ^ «nw, ^ c^<(TR ^ otcbi ^ 5R^ «awT 

fwy ra 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUdDIN: That opinion was 
expressed when it was going to be an ordinary hand-removed latrine. 
He I think (I am speaking irom my ineinory') suggested that if there 
is a flushing system and sejitic tank, then it will not 1)0 insanitary. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

^)TTWs npRi? sp’mtw latrine 

n»nc^ ^tr? 


Tha Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have my doubts about 
it; I do not think so. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government are considering the desirability of rais- 
ing a wall sufficiently high to protect the latrine from the view of those 
who can and do visit the temple. 


TIm Hail’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think the objection has 
not oome from those who visit and worship in the temple but the ol^eo- 
tion has come from j)eople who bair'e got houses 4n the vicinity. 
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Raduotion in the kaff of the Intelligence Branch and Criminal 
Investigation Department. 

«260. Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government are considering it desirable to reduce the staff of tie 
Intelligence Branch and Criminal Investigation Department? 

(h) Is it not a fact that acts of terrorism in the Province are not of 
frequent occurrence now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(h) Yes. 

Maidvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why, since there has been a wane in terrorist activities, it is not 
possible to reduce the staff in the Intelligence Branch? 

The Hofi’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I explained my reasons 

in connection with a cut motion moved the other day and it is not possi- 
ble in reply to a supplementary question to improve on that answer. 

Post of a Private Secretary to the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

^261. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is proposed to create the post of a Private Secretary 
to the Chief Minister; 

(it) whether it is a fact that a provisional scale of salary has been 
drawn up for the post; 

(Hi) whether provision has been made in the budget for the salary 
of the post; 

(ii;) what is the necessity of creating a new post like this; and 

(v) what will be the nature of duties that the incumbent of the post 
will be required to perform? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it will be the duty of such Secretary to help the Chief 
Minister in keeping contact with the various departments 
of the Government as well as the members of the 
Legi8lBtun3; and 
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(it) whether it will be one of the duties of awch Secretary to assist 
the Chief Minister in formulating* the programme and policy 
of the Ministry? 

Th# Hon’blB Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) to (iii) Yes. 

(iv) The volume of correspondence and the number of files and 
documents to be handled by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. 

(v) The usual duties of a Private Secretary. 

(6) (i) In so far as such activity would be consistent with the 
normal duties of a Private Secretary. 

{it) No. 

Mf« SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us what salary has l)oen fixed for the Private Secre- 
tary to the Chief Minister? 

Tho Hofl’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN • It he is an officer from 
the service he will get his own salary plus an allowance which may be 
Rs. 100 or Rs. 150 a month : I am not sure, which. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: WiU the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us whether he is going to recruit a member from this 
House as Private Secretary to the Chief Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: In view of the answer 
given that he will be an outsider, may 1 just put another question? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Next question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 put a supplementary question, 
which is very important? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I have already called out another question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
was still on his legs when I rose to put my question ; so, Sir, if you do 
not mind, may I put this que.stion ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, I allow it as a special case. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’bk Minister be 
p^MUied to stfite if there will be any increase in the cadre of the B. C. S. 
fixed by Government as a result of the transference of a B. C. S. man 
to the proposed post of Private Secretary to the Chief Minister? 

The Hon’ble Kheraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; There will certainly not 
be an increase in the cadre of the B. C. S. At the present moment, 
there is no proposal for increasinj^ the cadre of the B. C. S. by another 
officer. 

Srijut Sudhendu Bikash Roy Chaudhury of Island Sandwip. 

•282. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charg'e of Uu* Horne (Political) Department aware — 

(i) that there lia.s been no case of terrorism in the Island Sandwip; 

( 7 ?) that action has Imhoi taken a^minst only one resident of the 
island, vi/., Srijut Sudhendu Bikash Roy ('haudhur>^ under 
the Ben^l Suppression of Terrorist Oiitrai^-es Act; 

(Hi) that lie has been under orders of restriction since 1935 in the 
headquarters of Sandwip; 

(tv) that he has a iKxik-sellinjf sliop and a tailoring shop at Sand- 
wip ; 

(v) that on the 2ud Aujfust. 19.‘tT, and on previous occasions too the 
Government refused to ^raiit him permission to po to 
Calcutta and Dacca in connection with his business; 

(rr) that owinj^: to the restrictions ])ut on him since 1935, his 
business has lieen siifferinjr; 

(wt) that hia el4er brother died recently ; 

(vtu) that his grandfather is too old to move; and 

(m?) that his frequent visits to his native village at Maitbhauga are 
necessary in order to look after the interests of the family P 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of aholithing 
the order of restrictions on him or granting him a suitable monthly 
allowance P 

(c) Is the llon’ble Minister aware that he is the Secretary to the 
Local Congress Committee P 

Th« Mon*ble Klmraja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) to (tV), (rn), (viti) 
and ( 0 ) Yes. 

(v) Permission was refused as it was reliably known that the real 
object of his visit was in connection with the furtherance of his terrorist 
activitiea. 
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(vi) His busiuesti should not have suffered as h^ had ample facilities 
by the terms of his restrictions to carry on his business. 

(w) There are sufficient near relatives at his house to looh after the 
interests of his family. 

(h) The restrictions have recently been withdrawn in conformity 
with the policy of Government. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to say with reference to his answer (r) in which he says that 
^‘permission was refused as it was reliably known that the real, etc.,” 
‘‘reliably knowm ’ from what source, and it the gentleman Srijut 
Sudhendu Bikash Boy ('bowdhnrv was ap|>ri8e<l of that and an 
explanation taken from him? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, I do not think so. 


Tuberculosis hospital in the 8uri ilail. 

*263. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (/n the li.m bio 
Minister in cliai’^e ol the lloriic (Jails) l)<*paninent aware - 

(i) that the tiibeiciilosi" hospital in thr Suii Jail is situated in the 

heart of the town ; 

(ii) that the dust ol the ri>iuls ncai the Jail ^oes inside the hospital 

during the months of summer; 

(Hi) that this hospital has about ‘1(1 patients at pieseiit ; 

(iv) that the hospital is not fitted with u|>-to-date etpiipmeiits ; and 

(r) that inside the eompound of the said hospital milch cows are 
kejit ami milked and vegetable^ aie giown foi the use of 
the general prisoners? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the attinnative, aie the ( iovernment con- 
sidering the desirability — 

(i) of putting an enelosure round lhi,> hospital, and 

(ii) of fitting the hospital with ui>-to-<late .irrangemenl lor treat- 

ment of patients? 

The Hoti’Me Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: to) it) and {ii) 'Ihe hos- 
pital is situated inside the jail and the Imulit) has Immmi si>ecifically 
selected on account of the suitability of (he eliinate to the treatment 
of this disease in certain stages. I am not aware that any complaint 
regarding its situation has been made to Government. 

(m) Tee. 
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(iv) The hospital is equipped for treatment by injection of calcium 
and gold. It is not provided with artificial pneumo-thorax or X’Ray 
plant. 

(v) Yes, except that cows are never milked there but at the other 
side of the jail. 

(b) (i) I will examine the proposal and how much it will cost. 

(u) T am prepared to consult our medit^al advi-^ers in the matter. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter aware ihat the climate of Birbhum is not at all suitable for such 
oases ? 

The HOffi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My information is 
otherwise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is it a fact that there is a kitchen 
vegetable garden there? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In the compound? 

Yes. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: 1 meant not in the compound but 
adjacent to the T. B. ward. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, there is no 
kitchen vegetable garden adjacent to the T. B. ward. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minis, 
ter aware that the vegetable garden is situate just around the hos- 
pital and sometimes patients are kept outside who are allowed to 
spit here and there around their beds and in this way the vegetables 
become contaminated? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not aware, nor 
have I received any such complaint. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that my question (6) (i) has been mutilated? I did not sug- 
gest the desirability of putting an enclosure round the hospital, but 
the desirability of the Hon’ble Minister of removing the hospital alto- 
gether from that place? 

Tha Hon’IMa Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry. It was a 
very difficult thing to follow the question. My Secretary and 1 
differed as to what* was really intended and I find that both of aa were 
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wrong. I do not think that there is any justification for withdrawing 
the hospital from its present site, but 1 am prepared to examine this 
question. 


Political prisoner Miss Simity Chowdhury. 

•264. Mrs, HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: Will the Ihm hie 

Minister in charge of the Home Ih^paitmeiit he ph‘:>sed to slate 

whether it is a fact — 

(?) that Miss Sunity Chowdhiiix, a poliliial piisonei hHlge<l in the 
Dacca (Vntral Jail, is placed in Dui^ion II; and 

<//) that the said Miss Sunity ('hovvdhnn is hMlgtul ahuig uith 
ordinal y f(*male convict s^ 

(h) If she is so lodged as a inattei ot piinishineni . what are the 
reasons for such ininishment y 

(c) Are the Government con.sideiing the di‘siiahilit\ id accoinimMlat* 
ing her along wdth otln'r female {uisoiums of Divimou II either in the 
Da(‘ca Central Jail oi in any oth(*r .laily 

{(1) Is it a fact tliat m‘wsj)af)ers such as and magas 5 in (‘8 

which are usuall', sujvjdied to pnsomus ol Dni'^ion II and some hooks 
sent for ilie said Sunity (’)iowdhui\ Iia\***lH‘en lefused to h(‘ suj>plii*d 
to the prisoner in (jiiestiony 

(c) If so, what weie the K'asons ioi such refusal? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: lo) to ic) d'he jnisfuiei in 

quehtioii Is classified in Dimmoii II, she is not in Dacia .lail, noi is she 
under punishm<mt. She is in assisdation with other female tmTorist 
convicts and is in full enioMiient ol the privileges of her division. Sh(‘ 
is not lodged with ordiriar\ convicts. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; Will the Don ble Minister be 
pleased to state where Miss Suniti Chowdhury la lodged now— I mean 
in w'hieh jail? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I hazard that she is in the 
Midnapore Jail? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, that is bo; she is 

in the Midnapore Jail. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether she is being supplied with magazines and 
newspapers that are ordinarily supplied to DiTisipn II prisoners f 

11 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This question was put 
when Miss Suniti Chowdhury was in Division III; now that she is in 
Division II all these complaints do not exist. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8ENs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state w'betlier the association of Miss Suniti Chowdhury 
with other political prisoners is not an infrigement of the Jail Code, 
namely, that Division II prisoners should not mix with Division III 
prisoners ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: She has been sent to 
Midnajiore Jail where there are other Division II terrorist prisoners 
and she associates with them. 


Political prisoners Miss Sarti Ghosh, Miss Kalpona Datta and 
Miss Parul Mukherji. 

•265. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: (o) Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be j)leu8e(l to stale whether 
it is u fact — 

(i) that (1) Miss 8anti (ihoah; (2) Miss Kulj>ana Datta, and (3) Miss 
Parul Mukherji, the three political ])risoner8 ai(* j)laced in 
Division II ; 

(ft) that ilie aforesaid political prisoners, are Imlged in the same 
yard and in clos(‘ quarters in the Midnapore Central Jail 
with female leper prisoners ; 

(ffi) that the female leper prisom*!"; ha\e access to the ({uarter where 
the said political prisoners are located; 

(fc) that the said politi(‘al prisoner^ have several tiim> complained 
to the jail authorities against sui h close accominodat imi and 
asked for their remoNal to safio- quarters; and 

(v) that the jail authorities havt‘ not taken any action ol their 
complaint or reijuesty 

(fj) Are the Government considering the desirability ot — 

(i) accommodating them in a ijuarter where there is no risk of 
contamination by leper prisoners; and 

(iV) taking immediate steps in the matter? 


The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (0 Yes 

(ti) to (r) No. 

(b) Does not ariae. 
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Mr<tURENDRA MATH BISWAS: Will th^ Hon’ble Minister b« 
pleased to state whether tlie yard in whic h these female luditical pri- 
soners are lodj^fed is just cIom' tn the yard where leper prisoners are 
lodged )’ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no female 
leper j»risoner in that jail now. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is there any male le|>er 
prisoner there!" 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the 11 on’hle Minister 
he pi cMsed to "late since when ihete Ini" been no female lej)er prisoner 
lodged there!' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No tenmle prisoner 
was eeitamly there when this (piestion was answered. tLuughtc*r.) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the H on’hle Minister 
he pleased to slate whethei apprcdieiisions ^caused in the* mind of the 
jiuhlie that tliese politi<al jinsoners an* lodged in a \ard w hied) is (dose 
to the leptT yard are gionndless !" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the llon'hle Minister ho 
pleased to state whether tht* consolidated sum ot Its. ‘Jd as allowance 
is being sent tf) Mhahanida.s ( hakiavart\. a reh*aseil detenu, regu- 
lardy? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do no! know. Sir, 
what has been done in the past hut the\ are hound to get it now’ that 
the allow'aiice has been "aiiel ioried. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I submit. Sir, that is no answer 
to my (luestion. My question was whether this allowance was sent to 
them, and that, regularly. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I explained to the 
FTouse that there has been saune dela\ in those eases whose allow- 
nnoes to the detenus and allowances to the family were going to be 
(onsolidated. It is just possible that there has been some delay, 
but once these two allowances have been sanctioned and 
they start getting them, there will he no irregularity in payment. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Detenu Babu Bhabanidas Chakravarti. 

73. B^u KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Minifiler in charge of the IToioe Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that llnbu Bhabanidas Chakra varty who \\as kept under deten- 
tion under Ben^-al Criminal Law Amendment Act at 
Kalapara tliaria, district Burisal, on bein^i;^ released on IQth 
December, 1937, was not given any expenses to meet bis 
travelling up to his village home in Tangail thana, district 
Mymensingh ; 

(u) that he submitted a petition and travelling allowance bill on 
that account to the (iovionment from his village home; 

(iii) that lu* has r(‘ceived neither any money nor any r('])ly as yet; 

(iv) that simte his release jiaN immt of hi> j)t‘isnnal and family allow- 

ances have been ■stoj)j)ed ; 

that his famil\ consl^ting■ of It) to L’ ])eisoij> weie completely 
dependent (»n hi> famil\ allowame ol IN. lo only granted 
by the (iovernment ; 

(vi) that sin(‘e his r(‘leas(‘ juiymeiit of his allowances liaNing been 

ceased liis family is now' virtually on staivation; and 

(vii) that the said ex-detenu submitted j)etitiou after petition to the 

Government praying for the continuance of his allowances 
for u few months moie but no reply ha^. U]> lo this datv* been 
given ? 

(h) Is the llon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting 
him personal and familv allowance.'^ lor a \eai at least from the date 
of his release? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (n) and (h) He is one of 

five eons, is single and had no employment when arrested. On purely 
compassionate grounds an alknvance of Rs. 15 was sanctioned for his 
relatives and that has now lx*en incorjmrated in a consolidated allow- 
ance of Ils. 25 which has Wen sanctioned for six months. He has sent 
no petitions to Government since his release. He was given Rs. 21-2 
as travelling expenses, and has claimed more from the District authori- 
tiee which claim is under examination. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Has the alk)wance been sent and 
is it being sent regularly? 

Th® Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have explained to the 

House that there has been some delay in those cases where tlie allow- 
ance to the detenu and the allowance to the family are going to be 
consolidated, and it is ]»ossihle that there may have been some delay. 
But once these allowances have been sanctioned and the detenus start 
getting it, there would be no ii regularity in payment. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Ifo^\ long will it take to e.\amine 
the question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very <liflicult to 
say how long it will take. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: M> .submission is, that the detenu 
Was released in Dereniher and even now we hear that his ease i.s under 
examination. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would ask the 

hon’hle member id Kuneinher tliat we havejiave had to deal with 1,100 
men whom we have leleased, 


Restrictions on certain released detenus. 

74. Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Ilon'ble 

Minister iii charge of tlie Hoim* (l*olitical) Department be pleased to 
state whethei it is a fael that certain n“«liieti<ms have been placed on 
the undermentiitned released detenus, namely: — 

(1) llabu Kartick ( harolia (lo.swaini of (’otiiilla district; 

BaliU Siuoli Prosad Hf>y Clmudhuiy of Bangpur Sadar; 

(«3) Babti Deheshwar liliattaeharj<*«‘ of (laibandhu town; 

(4) Babu Siikuinai (iuba ot Munsbigan.j; and 

(5) Babu Jitendra Xatb Saikar of P. (). Tanore tltajsliahi)? 

(b) If so, what is the nature of those restrictions? 

(c) Whether it is a lact that no allowance has l>een given to any of 
them ac<‘ording to the (fovernmeni declaration to tliat effect? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister state hi.s reasons for it? 

(f) Is it not a fact that each c*t them applied through the author- 
ities for getting allowances? 
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Th# Hon'IMt Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (5) The only 
l^fltrictions in force a^^ainst (1) and (2) are the oblij^ation to report their 
residence and change of residence. The others are at present under no 
restriction. 

(c) I am not aware of any declaration that no allowance would be 
given to any of them. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Did not the Government make 
a declaration 1o jmy noine allowance io the relcavsed detenus? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 

hon’hle iiMMuher to the coininunniue isMied on tlie subject, 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Was any allowance given to 
any one of the released detenus in accordance with that communique? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the 
hon’ble imunber io the (juestion \Gi(*lher it is a fact that no allowance 
has been given to an}^ ot them ac<-ording to the Government decla- 
i*ation to that etTect. My answer is, that Government never declared 
that ru) allowance w'ould bp giv(‘n to them. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Has any failure to report 
their lesidence oi change of residence entailed any punislimeni? 

The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T would refer the 
hon’ble member to the relevant clause in the Act under which they 
are <letained. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: With respect to the inter- 
pretution put by the Ilon’ble Minister to question (c), he has stated 
that there is no Government declaration to the effect that no allow- 
ance should be given. Is that the ])osition? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is how I have 
interpreted it to mean. 


Detenu Birendra Nath Das Gupta. 

75. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Home (Ihditieal’i DejKirtment Ik* pleased to state — 

{(i) When did detenu Birendra Nath Das Gupta reach Kularcbar, 
the plaeo of his intennwent? 
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(5) When was his allowance paid to him* after his arrival at 
Kularchar? 

(r) Whether crockeries and other articles as per schedule were 
supplied to hiiny 
{(1) If so, on what date^ 

(e) Whether it is a fact that the detenu had to fast from the 10th 

January, to lll^tb January, for noa-retM*ipt of his 

allowance ? 

ij) It so— 

‘0 who IS responsible for the delay in payment; and 
<//i whether anv stej» was taken a)»•ain^t the jierson resjxmsihh* on 
receipt of coinjilaints tor non-rcceipt of allowance by the 
detenu ? 

if/) Whether any tele^’-ram was ieeei\ed h\ tin* Suiieriniendcmt of 
Polif-e, I. 11., Myinen.siTi^^h, troiii ^Ir. J. N. (hrivta, m.L.a., 
eiKiuirin^' about tin* health of hi.s lnoth»*f detenu Ilireudra 
Nath Da.s (luiita;'" 

(h) If so. on what dule!*' 

ii) Whether any rejily was ^nven In tlie Superintendent of Police, 
Myimmsiri^di. to the said tidf'i^rainy 
It imt, \\ hat are the u*asons therefor ^ 
i/' What is the state of health of the said detenu at present? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Nmemher ( th, 1037. 

ilf) November Kith, 1037. 

tr) and id) ’^'es, on Noveiiilier Otli. 

ie) No. 

(f) Does not arise. 

(,g) Yes. 

ih) I cannot say. 

(0 No. 

0) Because no fluffieit‘nt address was supplied. 

Good. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With referenee to arisMer (r), ia 
it not a fact that a wire was sent to the Ilon'hle Minister by the detenu 
kimself ? 


The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The reply is, no. 
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BalHf NACENDRA NATH SEN: What did the Government do 
during the ten day« between 6th of November, 1937, on which the 
detenu arrived there and the 16th of Noveml)er, when he got his allow- 
ance y IHd he fast during this perio<l? 

The Hofi’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T here was no necessity 
for him to fast, because the thana officer offered him a loan, saying 
that the money could be deducted from his allowance when received, 
but the detenu refused. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Was not the District Superin- 
tendent of I’olice aware that it was stated in the telegram that his 
brother is an M.Tv.A.? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 asked for notice a'^ to 
what was stated in the telegram. 

Ujjala Mozumder. 

76. Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of th<‘ Home (Jails) l)ej)artment aware — 

(?) that Ujjala Mozumder is suffering from lieadache in the Dinajpur 
Central Jail; and 

(it) that lior evo.^^ have been seriously affected by it and that she is 
losing her (‘vesight? 

((?) If (he anMW(‘r to (o) is in the atlirmative, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of giving her proper medical treatment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) (/) and (?/) No. 
She wears glasses to correet myopia, but she has made no complaint 
nor is there any sym]>tomatic indication of deterioration. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Detenu Sreejut Arun Chandra Cuba. 

77. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in cliargt' of tbe H«»nie (Syiecial) Dejiartment be pleased to 
state — 

(i) what is the juesent state of health of Sreejut Arun Chandra 
Guha detained under the provision of Regulation III of 
1818; and 

(li) what arrangement, if any, has been made for tbe treatment of 
gout from which be has been suffering for a long time? 



i9d&] 


QUESTIONS. 


155 


(b) Ib it a fact that the brother of fleteini Ariin ('haiulra Guha is 
uoable to maintain his mother without any monetary help from the 
detenu P 

(c) Is it a fact tliat lie used to earn from the Sarnswati Press Rs. J50 
before his arrest? 

(d) Are the Governmenl considering'* the desirability of grantiiijf an 
allowanee to the mother of Arun (Miandra (Juba till his release? 

(e) Is it a faet that Sreejut Arun (’handra Guha was never convkited 
of any terroristic crime nor was any charge even framed a^^’ainst him 
nor was lie ev<u’ ac([uainted with the reason'' of liis airest and detention 
under Pe^^ulaf ion III of 1818? 

(/) Are tlic (fOverniiKuit c<uisidt*ring the desirability of ordering* bis 
release? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: iV/t (;) Good. 

(//) A tjualifii'd medical otiicer is ahsavs available for treatment and 
orders are beinc* issued (leriiiittiiig AyuT\edi<- ticatmcnt at Government 
cost if be so desires. 

(h) I have no such information. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Mv information is that the family re(juircs no assistance. 

(e) lie was not convicted in a (\)urt of l^aw; on bis arrest he was 
given a cojiy oi the charges against him which lie was asked to answer, 

(f) No. 

Rai HARENDDA NATH CHAUDHURY: Tlov long m Arun 
Chandra Guha undei detention? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 a>k bn uotiic. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: he under detention 

for more than 12 vears? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so. 

Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: What are the groumlii 
for not releasing him ? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: V would refer the hon ble 

momber to the Government policy enunciated in this House oa the 
question of the release of detenus and State prisctiers 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (e), is 
it a fact that the copy of the chargees referred to is nothing hut stereo- 
tyi)ed charges of murder, assassination, and the overthrow (.f the 
Entish Government by violence 

Mr. SPEAKER; I cannot allow that question. You must omit the 
wo rd * * stereotyped . * * 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: All right, Sir. Is the Horrble 
Mi lister aware of the fact tliat the copy of the charges referred to 
in (e) is the same as those of murder, violence, assassination and 
ov< rthrow of the Jlritish Government by violence? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not accppi the con- 
striction put by the hon’ble member, nor do T accept that it is always 
the same. Specific charges are made against them. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: What >\eie the charge^ enumerated 
in 'hat ]>aTti(‘u]ar copy given to this detenu? 


Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T am not jirepared to 
flUite that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: The n..ir).le Minister says that 
he is not ready to furnish the information. Will tiie llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when and b\ whom tlio^e charge^ were framed 
against Ariin (liandra Gnha? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: t)n information received 
by Government those charges were framed against Iiim. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the TTon ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state why he is not prepared to give that information? 
Ih it in the interest of the (mbli<'? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On grounds of public 

jHdicy. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Were not tlie same copies of 
charges given to many other detenus? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question doe.s not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Had the detemu any opportunity 
to give evidence before any judiidal otticer of Government ? 
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TIm Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Aeition was taken under 
the Act and according to the law and the rules provided under the 
Act. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: When will this detenu be 
released? And when will the Ilon’ble MiniHter be relieved of answer- 
ing these ((uestions? 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think, the h<»n hie 
niemher should wait and see. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the llon’hle Mirnstej' awaie of 
the la(’t that the delenus are tohl that there are thrtH* judges to jud;.*e the 
cases hut they ate never put before those judges attd it is foi that 
rea-'on that detenus dfi rjot ^i\e any reply to that charge slieet ? 

Mr. SPEAKER ; Tliat ([uesiion eann(»t aiise. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 leave beg to move the 
adjournment luotiou w hu h stands in in\ name. 

Mr. SPEAKER: IIa\r* \ou ^ot 1II\ e«)n.seni ? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Yes, Sir, I have got the 
joiisent in writing. Ma\ I move it now ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: .Mr. Jlash(‘m\, 1 think you are jiiisttiken. J have 
first <d all to decide as to wiiether the luotion is in order. To find out 
wlietlier tlu^ motion is m oialer I have to (*.\aninie not nieiely the state- 
ment which you ha\e furnislied hut also the otiicial version of the 
case, atnl after that I shall der ide wheilier it is in (»rder. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Ma> we kmov what is the subject 
matter ot t’e motioti foi whndi an ail joununent has been asked? 

Mr. SPEAKER : You will know that as soon as the (lou’ble 
Minister makes a statement. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: tm a isrint of order, Sir. 
The lion’ble member has handed ovei this with a view to move his 
adjournuient motion. Now' 1 submit that the House is entitled to 
know the subject matter before it can follow the ruling that you are 
going to give. 
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lift SPEAKER: You will know it bit by bit. Don’t be impatient. 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not in a position 
to state that the thing is suh-judice. It is not so far as I know. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, my point of order 
is this, ('ertain matter has been brought l>efore the House. How can 
the Hon’ble Minister answer by thought reading without knowing 
what it is about? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is entire! \ a iiiatter tor me and not for the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 0 ur Mibim‘'‘<ion is that we are 
entitled to know. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on are not entitled to know. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will 3011 kindly take his adNi^e in 
the Chamber if it is not a matter for the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is my decision and it is tor me to decide whether 
I should give my consent in the Chamber. But if there is any fact 
which is to be elicited by Government, it must be in the presence of 
the member who must have full opportunit}' to assess those facts. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May I en(pjire, Sii, if 
after hearing the IJon’hle the Home Minister, we are entitled to make 
further statements. 

Mr. SPEAKER: CVitainly. 

Tho Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: tar as I am awaic, .Sir, 

some rioting has taken ]»lace 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Where? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am au^weiing to the 
Speaker for the time being at lea'll. 

Sir, a riot has taken place. Some peojde have ])eeii ^\ounded. Some 
people have been as.saulted. ami one 01 two per‘'f»n> have died, but so 

far 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, i^ it fmssihie k> 
induce the Hon’hle Minister to turn this side also? 
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Or. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This i.s a .private conversation 
between the Speaker and the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER! You are not to .say that. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You said that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y Oil are uot to ^ive any decision. It is 1, who 
am to decide. It is entirely for me to decide as to w hether it is in order. 
I think the House would kindly giye me the indulgence of deciding 
whether it is in ordei after hearing from such persons as 1 may choose. 

i 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I just point out one thing, 
Siri^ If this conversation lietween the Speaker and the Hon’ble 
Minister is going down in the proceedings of thi.s day, then I think 
the House ought to be in a position to lollow what the proceedings are. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That 1 cannot heli>. It would he in the proceed- 
ings all the same. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (hn ditin iilt\ i.<^ that whatmer is 

tukiijy place in the IIoum* nou aliNoIutelN unintelligiljie altiioiigh it 
i.s ^join^ to he a pail <•! thi‘ jno(•eedlng^. • The Speaker is entitled to 
take tile ojuriion ol the Ilnn’lile the Ilonn* Ministei heloie coming to a 
decision as to whetlier it i-i in ordei or not. If 1 may say so, Sir, with 
great ies|K?ct, the hettei course would ha\e l)(‘en for the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister to go up to the Sjieaker’s (’haii and give his 
opinion to him. That is my submission. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid that is not the practice. J'he S|n!uker 
cannot hear the fact fiom one sole without the presmice of the other. 
There will be considerable damage. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Is it not ujien to the Speaker just 
to give the IIou.se an indication as to what the matter is about ? 

Mr, SPEAKER; t.’ertainly. It the House will wait with patience, 
it wdll immediately learn. 

The Hofi’ble KhvirajaSir NAZIMUOOIN: Sir, theie has been a riot, 
and assaults have taken place, and two iieisons have died. But the 
cases are under investigation, ami as tar as I am aware, so far nothing 
has been brought up liefore the Court. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I am not so much 
concerned with the death of one or two i)ersons.^ I am not concerned 



ADJOUKXMENT MOTION. 


[21st Maa., 


leo 

with the riot explained by the Hon’ble Minister. My adjournment 
motion consists of three parts. First pint is the death of persons, the 
sec^ond part, injuring of 4J {Hjrsons, the thiid part, is the assault of a 
member of the Upi>er House by the iKdiceiiien when he wanted to 
pacify the mob when the riot was .iroing on. So, Sir, I will draw your 
attention to the fact that it is a (piestion of privilege of a member of 
the UpiHM’ House, jind in this case the member is no other than 
Mr. JAitafat Ilossain himself, the accredited leader of the labour group, 
and who is nominated by no other |)eisoii than Ills Excellency the 
Governor. So, Sir, 1 want to draw your attention to the fact that if 
that question of death or minder is .'o/b-y/z/Z/rc, the third isiint exists, 
and it is the* assaulting of a memlaM' by ]»oli<emeii. It is a definite 
matter, an urgent matter, a matt(‘r of recent occurrence, and, Sir, I 
flubmit that it is sufficient for a motion of adjoinnment . 

DFi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I liave 
to draw your attention to Rules lOT and 108 of the Assembly Rules 
and Standing Orders, and I submit that in those Rules, the proceilure 
for dealing with udjournment motions is definitely and specifii ally 
laid (biwii, and in view of this I submit with due resiK?ct to you that 
there is no pidvision under the Rules for deviation from the proctMlure 
actually laid down. Tinder the circumstances the procedure that we 
are now following, I submit with all respect to you, is not regular. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think I had better ans^^er Ih. Naliniiksha 
Saiiyul first because he seems to lie jxiinting out many irregulai ities 
more often than T myself ran visualize. 

The procedure undiu- Rules 107 and ]0S is s|x‘(‘ifir‘. There are two 
things which are to be done when an adjouniment motion is brought 

( before the House. One is that the Sjieaker must give his consent, and 
the s(H*oiid is that the Sjaaiker must dt'citle that it is in order. Now 
it the House will kindly read Rule 107 it will find that the member 
asking leave must hand to the Speaker a written statement of the matter 
pro|x»sed to be discussed, and must annex thereto the consent of the 
SjHmker in writing; in othei words before the motion is mo\ed there 
must he the consent, and consequently that consent mu.st be given 
liefore the member moves. Therefore the practice which has }>een 
followed hitherto is that this consent is being given outside this House 
and it is communicated to the mover. 

The next rule is that after it is moved, if the Si)eaker is of opinion 
that the matter proposed to be discussed is in order, and it is my decision 
that so far as the interpretation of Rule 108 is concerned, that that 
part has to be done in the House. It is the function of the Speaker 
in the House after ii is moved, and after the consent is given, that 
be will dei'ide whethej that motion is in order or not. 
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Rai Ha'rENORA NATH GHAUDHURY: But ufter it moved,. 
Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It i. not inovtMl. must hauil t(* the Speaker 
a written .statement asking- Ins lea\e to move tin* motion if it is held 
to bt» in onler. ll all these lliingfs are taken into (-onsi<leration, it 
would be found that th(» Sja’aker has to funetion in the ('hamlK*r to 
decide as to whether the motion is in :od«‘r oi not. An.w^ay 1 am not 
g-oing tf» dist uss m\ ruling- in (he IIoum*. My de<'ision is that so far 
as the adjournment motion is <-oih eriieil, the mattei of gi\iug consent 
would Im* decidtsl outside the House, ami the matter as to wh(*tlier 
the motion is in onler oi not, the Sjaniker Hill <lecid«! in tlie House. 
I think 1 (’an (|Uot«* the (‘.\ainj>h‘ o( President 1‘atel who regulaily did 
it in th«‘ ChanilMM. disi ussed with Imth tin* imrties wlietlnu' the motion 
was in order, and theieaftm ga\e the decision. 

Now’ comes the <(uestioii of ihi’ motion itself. And 1 have to dec’ide 
as to wliether it is in oidei oi not. 1'he motion lM*for(‘ the House is to 
discuss a dc'hniti* mattei oj u!g«‘n( |♦ul»llc• iiiijhu tame, mtinely, the 
situation that lias arisen in mill areas in the vicdnity of (’alcutta ]>arli- 
Ciilurly among-st the* uorkc’i's in tin* iiiili aieas by Htiibhing to instanta- 
neous death oi an inmaent passer-l»\ in Kaiikinaia aieas and serously 
injuring 1 4 |M*rsons ami attacking- Mi. Latafal llosain. 

So fai- as (he (|ue.stion of privilege* ot a member ol the other House 
is concerned, I think it is a well-known principle that a matte*! of 
privilege cannot 1 h* raised in an adjournment motion, 'riiiit has to be 
raised by a [»i’i\il(\ge motion itself, and if it is a <[uestion of p^i^ilc‘ge 
it is to be rais(*d in the ordinars (ouisc. 

The next point i> alsuit tin* i f js'isoiis niiuied. <»n<* man killed .end, 
the case of assault. I have been assured b\ tlie Hon’ble the Home 
Minister wfio has not been contiadicied by Mr. -lalulucblin Hasbemy 
that these matters arc suh-jt/duc. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURY: t)n a point of order. 
The flon’ble Minister has not a<lmitted that fhe\ are svh-judice. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What F said was that, 
so far as I am aware, nothing has been placed before the (.’ourt. 

(Hear, hear, from the (.’ongress Benches.) 

Mr. aPEAKER ; I am sorry, I misheard the Hon’ble Miniater. 
The question, that remains is that it involves three matters, viz., the 
death of a person, an innocent passer-by, and the injury to 14 persona 
and assault on 21 persons — all forming one subject,* and Mr, llashemy 
wante to say that the resultant effect of that is the present siiuatioa 
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in the mill areaw. Mr. Hashemy to-day has not brought before me 
anything in the nature of what that situation is and I have nothing 
before me to find out that the situation is such that it demands that 
the normal business of the House should be obstructed in the Budget 
Session with a view to discuss the mill situation. I will certainly 
consider this matter if Mr. Hashemy can bring forth at a later stage 
what that situation actually is. If he will give me full particulars 
that the situation is such that demands the attention of the House, 

I will be quite prepared to consider it, but for the time being, on the 
facts which he has presented to me, beyond certain cases of death, of 
assault and of injury on certain jwrsons, which, by itself cannot be 
the subject matter of an adjournment motion, because they can be 
brought before the judicial officers. So I am afraid I have to hold 
that this motion is not in order. ' 

Mfi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May I know how and 
under what circumstances I can again bring this matter to you, Sii|t^ 
I am not challenging your ruling, but how can I convince you — 
morrow or day after to-morrow — that this is a serious matter of urgent 
public importance F 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must satisfy that the situation is such as to 
demand the attention of the House. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; 1 can bring in further 

statement of fact to-morrow . 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: By that time they will 
be stib~judice. 


The point of privilege. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 rise on a i>oint of privilege, 
I put two questions, one j elating to the 8toi>page of pension to the 
father of Bubu Sunil Chowdhuiy, another relating to the health of 
Sunil (Jhowdhury and the treatment meted out to him in the jail, and 
these questions have been disallowed on the ground that it is a matter 
of individual concern. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, oi der. I have already held that whether 
a question is to be disallowed or not is a matter entirely left to the 
Speaker’s discretion. That matter cannot l>e brought before the House. 
If the hon’ble member would like to discuss this matter with me I 
would bo glad to do so in my (-hamber. He will please remember that 
we get seven to eight hundred questions in a session, and I have to 
act the legal advice that I get. It is quite imssible that membera 
send representation to discuss this matter may bring fresh light 
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but: a that case the matter may be quite differeul from wbat ordinarily 
the question will be. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of privilege arising 
out of this. May 1 dniw your attention to Rules 12 and 28 of the 
Buies and Standing Orders as well as Rule 24, where certain reatriciions 
have been mentioned about allowing questions. I submit that it ia 
not an individual eo'ie referred to by my honourable friend. There 
have been a number of such questions which of late have been dis- 
allowed by you, Sir, in your wisdom. We find that, from our side 
at least, there is considei-able difficulty in understanding the reasons 
therefor. You w'ill kindly give us a chance to openly discuss this 
matter in this House on an> occasion as to your iiiter|)retation if it ia 
not against the provision of the Act. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Jf the House wants to discuss the matters which 
ure left to my discretion and if the House wants me not to exercise my 
discretion the House can give a relevant motion on the subject, and 
I will be the last person to obstruct the motion but I do not thi nk it 
would be fair for the development of any parliamentary system if matters 
like this are diHcu8^ed on the floor of the House. T am quite prepared 
to discuss such mattiTs in my Chamlx‘r. Matters like this cannot 
[lossibly be (iiscus.sed on the floor of the House wulhont taking away 
the pfiwer of the Speaker in what he would like to do in the free exeroiM 
of his duties. (Hear, hear from the Coalition Benches.) 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

"2S--Jaii8 and Conviot Sattlamants.” 

Tha Hon’bia Khwaja Sir NAZI MUD DIN. On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 36,31,000 be granted under the bead “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements”. 

Sir, I would preface my remarks by mentioning the main items of 
interest and achievement in the Jails Department since the Ministry 
came into power. They are: — 

(7) Measures to relieve over-crowding in jails and to secure better 
accommodation and segregation of prisoners; 

(2) closing down of temporary and special jails, 

(3) repatriation of convicts from the Andamans; 

(4) review of the classification of Bhndralok convicts ; 

• * 

(5) review of individual cases of terrorist convicts on certain 

gnmnds. * 



lU 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[21st Mja., 

Under head (1), on the occasion of the departure of Sir 7olin 
Anderson we ordered the release of a large number of old and infirm 
convicts, convicts with short sentences, and convicts convicted of non- 
heinous offences with comparatively short time still to serve. The 
numl)er released under these orders was 2,807. Also under this head 
oomes the continuation of the scheme for opening a new Central Jail 
at Dum Dum. The buildings are nearly completed and include new 
blocks of cellular accommodation for over 800 prisoners. 

Under head (2), the two special jails established during the civil 
di8obe<lience movement at Dum Dum, and afterwards continued to 
relieve general congestion, were closed down, and the special jail at 
Hijli will shortly be closed also. In addition, a great saving has 
been effected by closing the detention camp at Deoli in Raj put an a by 
the retransfer of the persons confined there to Bengal. 

Head (3) requires no detailed comment. In accordance with the 
undertaking given by the Government of Bengal, all convicts other 
than volunteer convicts, have been repatriated from the Andamans. 
In doing so, the Government of Bengal have not only placed an 
a<lditional strain upon their accommodation but it remains to be seen 
that is the influence of the presence of large numbers of this class of 
convicts on the remainder of the jail population. 

Under head (4), vital questions of principle were involved, and it 
was decided not to attempt at this stage any fundamental revision of 
the classification system itself. We accordingly took up an examina- 
tion of individual cases when* there seemed to be priuw facie grounds 
for reconsideration, and this resulted in the classification in Division II 
of convicts formerly classified in Division III whose antecedents 
imiicated that they were of a class superior in education, social status 
and habit of life to the ordinary convict. 

The review of individual cases of terrorist convicts mentioned under 
head (5) has lH*en conducted in accordance with Government’s policy 
to consider the exercise of clemency in individual cases with reference 
to this class of prisoners. Since this Ministry came in power^ 
premature release of terrorist convicts has been sanctioned in 43 cases. 

The most notable feature in the working of the department is the 
increase in the average daily population in Bengal jails in recent years. 

The figures are as follows: — 


1926 

... 11,312 

192T 

... 12,111 

1930 

. ... 15J?66 

1934 

... 19,272 

1935 

20,248 

1936 ' 

... 20,437 
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Hkme figures do not appear to reflect the statiltks o! aerioxis crime. 
For iastance, the figures are — 


Ywmp. 

No. of serious crimes. 

Decoiiy. 

Murder. 

1925 

52,603 

619 

724 

1927 

44.309 

763 

715 

1930 

46,888 

1,130 

864 

1934 

45,228 

1,280 

534 

1935 

43,052 

1,242 

554 


Apart from such extraneous rauses as civil disobedience movements, 
the main increase seems to be in short-term prisoners, and under-trial 
prisoners. 

Since we released 2,807 (‘onvicts after Sir dohn Anderson’s 
departure, our jail population has fallen to a little over 10,000 which 
is less than the registered capacity of the Jails. But our undertrial 
Wards still continue to be over-crowded and our treatment of under- 
trial prisoners is one of the points to which I intend to devote parti- 
cular attention. The points exphasised are — (a) increased accommoda- 
tion and (h) facilities to segregate young, adolescent and non-habitual 
under-trial prisoners from tin? influence of habitual criminals. 

Interest in Prison Reform so often consists in India in securing 
additional comfort for individual prisoners, or for classes of prionsers, 
and in making jail life pleasant. It is perhaps relevant to remind 
the House why the tax-payer is asked to find money for jails. The Jail 
Department is one part or cog in the machinery, which the crornmunity 
sets up, to protect itself, and the individuals which compose it from 
the commission of crime against them. It is the duty of the police 
to detect the offender and produce him before the court. It is the duty 
of the court to sentence him according to law. It is the duty of the 
jail to carry out this sentence, and there should be a fourth and 
complementary organisation whose business it is to see to the absorption 
of the released prisoners into normal life. WTiat the jails are 
responsible for the tax-payer is to treat the person sent them by the 
csourt in such a way as to ensure that he will not after release revert 
to crime. 

Prisoners can only be divided into a few broad divisions for jail 
purposes. Such Divisions should be directed more to the segregation 
of one type of prisoner, from another in order to prevent contamina- 
tion, than towards giving prisoners the sort of comfort to which they 
were acenetomed before they were pnt into prison. 

On general grounds it is possible to argue that the better a man’s 
circumstances and education the more is he to be (flamed for breaking 
the laws of the State and the less is he deserving of pity and 
ooaeolationL * 
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fLile in prison, however, fs an unnatual life. It is a life or reeitric- 
tion particularly in so far as mental activity, social intercourse, 
companionship and physical movement are concerned. In addition, 
one of the main factors determining a human conduct, namely, the 
normal sexual life, is fundamentally interfered with. From this it 
follows that prison life may afPect the more refined and sensitive 
characters far more heavily than the dull or brutal type. From a 
recognition of this fact springs whatever justification there is for 
differential treatment between classes of prisoners in the matter of 
diet and privileges as distinct merely from segregation. 

All this has its relevancy to “prison reform’' on the one hand and 
“economy” on the other; perhaps an ideal system would be to have 
separate jails for short-term and long-term prisoners, for under-trial 
prisoners, and for prisoners classified in different divisions, or 
segregated because of the nature of the offences they have committed. 
Young and adolescent prisoners, in particular, need something more 
in the nature of a reformatory school than a jail and, if it is impossible 
to avoid sending them to jail, should never be brought into contact 
with the sordidness of the ordinary jail life as lived by the elder and 
habitual criminals. 


Moreover, it is very difficult to see how the reformatory infiuences 
in jails can be brought to bear unless the prisoners are in jail for a 
considerable length of time, not less than one year; and they are 
confined in a jail sufficiently small to allow of the Superintendent and 
the Jail staff knowing the prisoners personally, studying their 
characters and bringing personal influence to bear. 

Many serious jail reformers, therefore, want large mixed jails to be 
abolished and replaced by a number of comparatively small jails, 
especially designed for the treatment of different classes of prisoners. 

It must be perfectly obvious that any such system must involve 
enormous expenditure both in buildings and in staff. 

While many persons talk in general terms of increasing refonnatory 
influences in jail, there are others who claim with some show of 
justification that we have to such an extent removed the stigma and 
fear of imprisonment that the sentences of the courts no longer serve 
as an effective deterrent to crime. I realise that jails can be regarded 
from different points of view. The lowest of these is perhaps to 
regard them merely as a sort of dust-bin in which social misfits are 
thrown and no 4>ody minds very much what happens to them so long 
as the lid is kepi on the dust-bin. 


Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Very picturesque language 
indeed ! « 
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Thi ltal>blf KlnM^a Sir NAZIMUDDUil Oi}^ may r^ard them 
aa idaeee where life should be made so unpleasant that to the criminal 
the risk of incarceration is one not lightly to be undertaken but, 
gentlemen, the more enlightened view and that to which I think this 
House will incline is that they should be regarded more in the light 
of moral hospitals where weak and diseased characters may be cured 
and sent, but I for one feel that caution is needed lest they become too 
comfortable places of residence. As our jails are now staffed and 
organised, we can for the great majority of our prisoners do little 
more than improve their physique by good food, regular hours and 
suitable labour, and any attempt at psychological or moral reform by 
personal contact is so difficult us to be almost out of the question. I 
am not satisfied with this position but I must make it perfectly clear 
to the House that if we wish to undertake moral reform we must 
revise our ideas regarding the design of jails and the construction of 
new buildings, and, more important still, regarding the sise and 
qualifications of the staff employed on these difficult and often thankless 
duties. AVhen I say this I would remind the House that we already 
spend more on our prisoners than other provinces and if the result of 
increased expenditure is mertdy to make our jails more comfortable and 
more ex[)eijsive witliout increasing their effieieney in the prevention 
of crime then tliey will militate against rather than serve the funda- 
mental purpose for whieh they arc maintained. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What is the funda- 
mental purpose, pray? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Prison labour is the 
subject of much criticism. What is the jwnological value of prison 
lal)our? Prisoners are human beings living in radically abnormal 
conditions. Labour ought to have some physical value in keeping them 
fit in body and mind. Suitably hard jibysical laliour has an intrinsic 
value in maintaining bo<lily tone and preventing undue brooding and 
menial boredom or irritation. 

In many rases to teatdi a man to do real bard physical work may 
improve his physique, improve the menial tone, and make him on 
release read^ and fit to earn his living by labour instead of by begging, 
cheating, or other forms of chicanery and crime. 

Again the discipline of being made to do hard labour may be a 
strong reformative or deterrent influence. What is a jail to do with a 
fit labourer on a short-term sentence unless they make him work hardF 
The classes ef labour which can f>e adopted in a prison must be related 
to the kind of prisoner to be dealt with, or the length of the sentences, 
•ftd are also determined by space available, degf^ of skilled super- 
vision required, cost of production, possibility of #a]e and so forth. 
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The pointB I wish to make are: the most importaat ooasidsnitioii 
is ilie effect of the liK>our on the prisoners, and the least importaat is 
whether it shows a book-prodt or not. 

If you can combine in any form of labour physical exercise^ mental 
interest, and production which is useful to the department or to Gov- 
ernment, you have the main ideals of a good form of labour. 

It is no use trying to teach coolies to be typists or insurance clerks 
to be tailors and dhobis. Agricultural labourers are not likely to learn 
much useful to them in a jail garden. The whole idea of vocational 
training in jails is beset with difficulties, and before prison labour 
could be reorganized on any such basis we should have a survey of 
occupations, ages, and sentences. 

Generally speaking, our forms of labour are not at all bad. Much 
is heard about ‘^oil-mills.** Obviously it is a monotonous physical 
task, not unduly hard for a labourer and unsuitable for any length of 
time for an intelligence prisoner. On the other hand, it is an excellent 
short period task for disciplinary purposes, is useful for the short term 
coolie or labourer, and produces a pure oil for jail consumption which 
cannot be obtained outside and does much to prevent epidemic dropsy 
and other deficiency diseases. 

Charges of * ‘cruelty*’ and “inhuman treatment” are usually made 
without any attempt to sulbstantiate them by evidence. When any 
attempt is made to substantiate them, it usually boils down to allega- 
tions of unauthorised punishment by warders. 

The appointment of another committee to enquire into the present 
administration in Bengal is in my view neither necessary nor likely to 
be productive. If such a committee starts with the idea of unearthing 
amazing scandals or of revolutionising the treatment of ordinary 
criminals in Bengal, it must, I fear, be doomed to disappointment. 
There is nothing that they can tell us which our Inspector-General and 
Superintendents cannot tell us or have not told us in the past. It is 
unlikely that the members would have any knowledge of penology not 
possessed by the Inspector-General or the Magistrates and Judges who 
sit on the Quarterly Boards. This does not mean that I think that our 
jails are perfect or that no suggestion could be made for their improve- 
ment, but I consider that machinery already exists for shaping Govern- 
ment’s polity with regard to jails on the right lines. Firstly, I have 
detailed an experienced officer on leave to study prison administration 
in the United Kingdom and I hope to be able to make extended use of 
luch officers whenever occasion offers. I intend to remove ignorance, 
auspioion and distrust by giving the leaders of opinion, in particular 
members of the legislature, increased opportunities for being connected 
with the prison administration by serving as non-official visitors and on 
Boards, to take far more active part in advising and assisting Gouem^ 
ment in the improvement of its administration and in oorrecting Has 
and misapprehensions. 
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|(t addition to tliis, I propose to formulate a questioiuiaire ou all the 
mi^ aspects of prison administration. This <• questionnaire will be 
dreulated to the Quarterly Boards and to the non-offioial visitmTs and 
in order that full advantage may be taken of the expert knowledge 
which many members on the other side of the House, 1 thinki possess, 
I shall circulate it to all members of the Legislature. 1 am confident 
that the answers which 1 shall receive coming from those who are in a 
position to study in detail the I'onditions in the particular jails in which 
they are interested will prove a more fruitful source of information 
and provide a more detailed and accurate survey than could possibly 
be achieved by a peripatetic committee. Such a committee would not 
only be limited in the time that it could devote to the examination of 
conditions in a great number of jails, but it would be of necessity 
limited in sise and could not afford that comprebensive representation 
of all shades of opinion which 1 hope I will get from the course T pro* 
pose to follow. After careful and expert examination of the sugges- 
tions which we hope to receive, it is my intention to formulate a 
vigorous and progressive policy with the support of this House behind 
it. I have mentioned my intention of increasing the association of 
members of the legislature with the Quarterly Boards and duties of the 
non-official visitors to our jails. We propose to frame a rule whereby 
nipinbers of the legislature who wish to serve as non-official visitors to 
jails within the limits of their constituencies will normally be appointed 
as such for at least one year out of the five years constituting the normal 
life of the House in which they sit. 


Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: I move that the demand 

for Es. 3G,31,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Con- 
vict Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion on the 
treatment of the prisoners with special reference to political prisoners. 

Sir, our jails are living hells, they are the plague spots of civilisation 
and the situation there is simply appalling. Sir, nothing filters out of 
the grey prison-walls and if ever the searchlight of public opinion be 
focussed inside the jails it will reveiil such a sjjualid under-world that 
humanity wull be staggered, even the humanity of this unfortunate 
country where sufferings are normal features and we are accustomed 
to them. 

Sir, it i . taken as an axiomatic truth that prisoners are sent to jail 
for suffering and punishment, and the jail staff and the medical staff 
vie with each other in inflicting as much punishment as is possible to 
inflict on a man without actually committing homicide. 

Sir, last year the Efon^ble Home Minister admitted many of tbe 
defects but complained of funds. Even this year he puts forward the 
•ame eternal plea. But I say, Sir, it is not a question of pound, shilling 
and p^noe only ; the expenditure of a few rupees pore or less. It is a 
question of policy. Are we going to change the attiti^e of hatiwd and 
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for an attitude of sympathy and ioveP Sir, crimes are oom- 
mitted not because of an inner and incorrigible urge. Criminals are 
as much the creatures of circumstances cm honest men are. The 
criminologist, Lacassgue, is right when he says * ‘societies deserve the 
criminals they have”. Even the recedivists, i.e., the habitual offenders 
are not born criminals. They are the products of a vicious prison 
system which confirms them into viciousness. To crush a man body 
and soul is not to correct him; you cannot coerce a man into morality; 
you can only persuade him that is the modern view of penology. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Home Minister wants us to accompany him to the 
central jails over there. I hold, if he excuses me for saying so, that 
no good will come out of such casual visits and it will not help us 
much. Casual visitors are mere appanage to the jail staff. They see 
things as the authorities want them to see. They only see the surface 
glossary and cannot see the hidden things. Sir, I would request the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister not to delude himself like the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister by thinking that their predecessors have done so 
much that he has nothing left to do. Yes, Sir, their predecessors have 
done enough which he has to undo if he wants the jails to be reforma- 
tories as they are all the world over. Let him see the hidden things. 
Let him take courage in both hands and lift up the nightmare 
atmosphere that prevails inside the jails. 

Let me, Sir, now catalogue a few of the festering sores of the prison 
administration. There is autocratic sepoy rule in every jail of Bengal. 
The sepoys never consider prisoners as human beings but felons to be 
treated very harshly. They never address them by their names but as 
ohoret dakku hadmashy sJialn and other choicest vocabulary. The 
convicts must address the sepoys as “huzurs” and “babus”. They are 
forced to do humiliating menial w’ork, such as, polishing the boots of 
the sepoys by their towels and massaging their legs. The prisoners 
must not talk, sing, laugh and there reigns absolute silence inside jails 
and only sounds like ;ora, jora haitay hey file muth jaOy marathy rnarathy 
toojey tho danday resound in the silence. The convict lives in per- 
petual terror. Dholai and Balan are two technical terms which 
indicate severe beating — of course unofficially — iby several persons with 
sticks, batons and boots, on a convict by placing him under a blanket 
in such a way that no visible injury may remain. On the slightest 
pretext the prisoners are subjected to this treatment to keep their 
mouths shut. I can cite many instances of assaults on the convicts, and 
that by the jailor, by the sepoys, by even the doctors on sick convicts. 
Would it be believed that prisoners to avoid such ill-treatment commit 
suicide? I know many instances. Here is one: this occurred inside 
the Dacca J ail aqd I hope my friends Messrs. Monoran jan Banerjee and 
Giasuddin Ahmed who were then inside the Dacca Jail will bear me out. 
A poor convict was 8ift>j6cted to Dholai and was brought in a semi- 
conscious state into the hospital. After several days when he still com- 
X>lainod of pain on the waist, the doctor sedided him by saying that hm 
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wM l|idiiitg«ring and poured boiling water on bit waiat wben biistere 
app0ai^» Tbe man became desperate and taki&g adTantage of the 
unniiuidfulness of the dosing sentries^ crawled on ail fours and got up 
on the top of a tree. He won’t get down until the Superintendent 
would come and hear his complaints. There was great commotion 
inside the jail. The Superintendent came but would not listen to his 
entreaties. He took a very threatening attitude; forthwith sent two 
convicts up the tree to drag the fellow down. He was at his wit’s end» 
feared another Dholai and threatened suicide. When they were at the 
point of catching him, he, much to our horror and amasement, jumped 
from that great height and committed suicide. If my memory fails me 
not it was the sultry month of April and a Saturday noon and the fun 
was that when from the top of that tree, from that great height he fell 
and was writhing in agony and pain, and the Superintendent stood 
there with all his retinue silent and the poor man was not given water 
but all the while a convict fanned the Superintendent with a big 
Durbari fan. 


Sometimes omnibus punishment is meted out to the prisoners for no 
fault whatsoever. At Hijli I saw hundreds of prisoners with bar- 
fetters for no fault of theirs, but as a measure of protection simply 
because the jail had a barbed wire fencing for a wall. What a pathetic 
sight the jail presented when the poor miserable prisoners in long files 
dragged their weary swollen feet and the constant metallic sound of 
their fetters rent the air day in and day out. 

The jails are a seething mass of corruption. Everyone is there to 
cheat the poor convicts. The ration prescribed falls far short of 
nutrition value and the proper amount of food is not given to the con- 
victs. Even then it must pass through several process of distillation 
before it actually reaches the convict. The contractor must offset his 
loss from the convicts for the salami he pays to the jailor. Then the 
jamadars, the sepoys and the warders must have their shares and the 
last but not the least the process of distillation takes place in the 
kitchen. The convict grows vegetables by the sweat of his brow and the 
Jail Code provides that he must have the first claim on the vegetables 
but in actual practice the prime of the vegetables go somewhere else. 
He only gets the leavings thereof. The core of the cabbage and the 
cauliflower goes to somelwdy else’s table and he gets only the outer 
leaves. Tlu sight of vegetables going to some unknown destination once 
made a fellow prisoner of mine quote a pathetic line from a Vaisnava 
poet 


— '*Oh, my dear friend I my own beloved goee to sqpaebody else’s bouse 
•iwi ibfoiigb my own courtyard.” The jail garden never fails for if il 
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lAilft and the lutpector-Genersl i» not eatisfied with the jailor’e 0i;plaafk 
tion the jailor ehall have to pay from his own pocket for the vegetidiiee 
and the condiments bought in the market. In consequence the priaoners 
auffer and any weed that grows in the garden passes as vegetables. Bipe 
brinjals and radishes unfit for the consumption of cattle are dried and 
preserved for rainy season and soup prepared from them far outdoee in 
taste and flavour the witche’s cauldron. 

There is a regular traffic of contraband articles with the full know- 
ledge and connivance if not with the actual help of the jail stafi. If 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister pays a surprise visit to a jail and con- 
ducts a search, he will at once get an idea of things prevailing there. 
That will testify to the honesty of his staff there. 

About the jail doctors the less said the better. In hardheartedness 
he has no parallel in the world. What he does is that he prescribed 
bad diet, metes out sham treatment, refuses to admit prisoners in the 
jail hospital when they are really ill and tampers with the weight 
records of the prisoners to keep them cheery and in the normal level. 

As regards the amenities of life they are conspicuous by their 
absence. No mosquito net is provided in this land of malaria and the 
latrines and urinals are of a primitive character and most repugnant to 
•elementary sense of decency. If one commits the indiscretion of using 
the latrine at night he is given the penal diet the following day. 
Urinals at night overflow to the infinite discomfort of the bare-footed 
prisoners. Last year the Hon’ble Home Minister promised to remedy 
the systein of continuous counting at night but he seems to have com- 
pletely forgotten all about it. The lot of the political prisoners is still 
worse. They are placed under more restrictions and are generally kept 
in cells. These dingy cells are so constructed that sun’s rays at no 
time of the year ever enter there. In Midnapore Jail there are cellular 
barracks. The Jail Committees have ordered their abolition. But they 
won’t be abolished. Senseless indignities and pin-pricks are imposed 
on prisoners there. People do not resort to hunger-strike for the mere 
fun of it. Some members of the Treasury benches who observe Ranusan 
know what it is to go without food even for a day. Let them from the 
light of their own experience visualise what it is to die of starvation 
when every drop of blood cries for food. They do not commit suicide 
taking resort to hunger-strike for the mere fun of it. 

Emphasis is rightly placed on economic programme by a large 
section of this House. I ask the House to remember that an economic 
programme is worth nothing if all principles of humanity and liberty 
are violated sa. ruthlessly. Do not those principles constitute the 
motive force behind all economic programme? If you take them away, 
you deprive the nation of its moral energy. For men as well as nations 
do not live by bread alone. Let us for once feel as human beings fern- 
getting that we are Muhammadans, Scheduled Caste or Hindus, let as 
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fer Mm M as Bangaless, let us lor once be saturated with love lor oar 
Bei|)lboars and barken tbe call of tbe Lord wboTpreacbed **Jadge not 
that y» be not judged, condemn not that ye be not oondemned". Tbe 
cry ol tbe prisoners whom oppression and tyranny made insane wboee 
irails broke in upon tbe silence of nigbt and rang tbrougb tbe corridor 
is still ringing in my ears, and therefore. Sir, in their name and in tbe 
name of suffering humanity, I appeal to ibis House to accept this out 
motion. 


Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: I support this cut motion 
that has been move<l in such harrowing language by my 
friend Mr. Haripada Chattopadimya. I confess that recent debates 
have made some of us extremely sensitive about our self- 
respect and some of us have therefore become silent but mournful 
observers of what is going on around us. The Hon^ble the Chief 
Minister, the other day, accused the Opposition of not being in tbe 
habit of speaking the truth. 1 confess that for a moment when I heard 
this I was dismayed, but the next instant I remembere<l much to my 
relief, that tbe Chief Minister had belonged to tbe Opposition all bis 
life and in saying what he did, he was merely given us bis own personal 
reminiscences. 1 do not envy him the change of luck which enables 
him to have some thrilling experiments with truth and I hope for his 
own sake he will survive this terrible ordeal. I have great personal 
re.spect and admiration for the Hon’ble the Home Minister and tbe 
Hon’ble Chief Minister and I sluill be bound to say that between tbe 
two fjf them they have produced a most dismal jail budget. 


The Hon’ble the Home Minister has perhaps his excuses. He has 
been trained in the old bureaucratic school and during the 12 months 
that we have had the good fortune of meeting him here, he has never 
made an attempt to disguise or cxjnceal his bureaucratic mentality 
(Jiuughter). What can I however say of tbe Hon’hle the Finance 
Minister J' When he placed his first budget estimates before the House 
be reminded us with bis new found eloquence that he had learnt his 
political alphabets at the feet of the late Mr. C. E. Das. He has 
remindecl u« several times since that he follows with admiration what 
was being done by another Mr. C. R. in another province. He has 
also given us many times to understand and particularly in the course 
of his speech on the last budget estimate that he has very great 
admiration for popular opinion and yet we find that in the budget 
which he has placed before us, so far as the Jail Administration if 
concerned, there is not the slightest touch of tbe human hand. The 
Hon’ble tbe Home Minister promised us at tbe last budget discussion 
that, as soon as funds permitted, Qovemment would do its level best 
I am quoting bis own language — to effect improveiqent in tbe treatment 
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of prisoners in the jails. I ask him in all sincerity what lias lie done? 
I £nd from the budget estimate that a sum of Bs. 5 lakbs only bas 
been released owing to the repatriation of prisoners from the Andamans. 
Haye any amenities been provided for prisoners in local jails with the 
money thus released P The only amenity which we find provided for 
is the extravagant sum of Bs. 936 for the purchase of mustard oil 
which prisoners all over Bengal might use for inunction once a week. 
(Mr. Abtj Hosain Sarkar : What about the treatment of venereal 
diseases P) If there are 15,000 prisoners in the whole of Bengal it 
works out at Bs. 76 or Bs. 76 per month. When I speak of all this in 
an Assembly like this I really hang my bead dpwn in shame, I do not 
know what the Hon’ble Home Minister wants to do. When the gates 
of the jail are closed upon a prisoner, the gates of civilization and of 
humanity close upon him, and when he emerges out of it, he leaves 
behind him all the finer instincts which God endowed him with, unfit 
to re-enter society or to re-enter the human race and unfit to be every- 
thing except to be a Minister of the Cabinet. I shall ask the Home 
Minister to remember that all the persons who are sent to jail are not 
necessarily criminals and are not necessarily guilty of the offences for 
which they are sent to jail. Some go there because of the vagaries 
of the Magistrate, some go there because of the vagaries of the law, 
and a lot go there because of the vagaries of the police. Is any dis- 
crimination made between undertrial prisoners and prisoners convicted 
of the most serious crimes P None whatsoever. Whenever a cut motion 
is brouglit forward in this Hoiise, the Hon ’hie Minister in charge gets 
up and tries to defend the iniquities of his department as best as he can 
and WJiips go all over the House trying to defeat the cut motion. On 
the occasion of the last budget debate, after the conclusion of the discus- 
sion I was extremely sorrj' to see the Hoii’ble the Finance Minister 
say, with a smile, which betrayed the hard lines of an otherwise 
attractive face, that the Opposition had not been able to carry one, 
single (mt motion. I wms really sorry wdicn he said all that and I w’as 
sorry for his fall. That was not a matter to be proud of. So far as I 
can understand the value of the budget discussions, they are held to 
enable the Finance Minister and other Ministers to inform themselves 
of the trend (*f public opinion, to enable them to inform themselves of 
the needs and improvements of the province and to make provisions 
accordingly in the next budget. If instead of that the only thing 
which they do. (At this stage the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and 
the Chief Minister were having some conversation.) Shall I go on or 
shall I stopP — 


Th# Honlilt Mr. MALINI RAN JAN SARKER: No, no, you go 

on, we are listening to you all the same, but that does not necessarily 
mean that we will have to stare at you. 
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lib BARAOA PROSANNA PAIN: I knov! Jthat you can do luora 

tbaa one thing nt the same time. The Hon*ble the Finance Minister 
will perhaps agree with me that nothing is practically done for the 
prisoner in jail. No social amenities are provided for him; — no 
religious instruction is given to him, nor any physical amenities are 
provided for him. Is it therefore a matter of wonder that when a man 
leaves the jail he learns more dishonesty inside the jail than he 
knew before he entered it? Things are taught him there, there he 
learns things which before he went to the jail he had no earthly 
chance of knowing. The whole staff is dishonest and I shall only 
recall one recent instance in the Alipore Jail about which I wanted 
to ask the Hon^ble the Home Minister a short-notice question but 
which he did not agree to answer unless 15 days’ notice was given 
him. There in the Alipore Central Jail a Wtch of prisoners — 60 or 70 
in number, not political prisoners, but ordinary prisoners, asked only 
for better food because they told the Superintendent that they could 
not swallow the food that was given to them, to eat. That was, Sir, 
on the 9th of February last. What happened P On the very same 
day, they were subjected to jail punishment and on the next day, 
i.e., on the 10th a Magistrate was brought from the court against 
all the provisions of the Prison Act inside the jail and there he 
went on trying biitches of these prisoners and sentencing them 
to 1 year’s rigorous imprisonment each. The only fault which they 
had committed, the only offence they had committed was that they had 
asked for better food — not that they had put forward any political 
grievance or asked for any other reforms, but they said in all humility 
that their food was what no man could swallow. The only answer 
was that, illegally, deliberately illegally, these prisoners were 
sentenced in batches of seven and eight to one yeai’s rigorous imprison- 
ment. (Balbu Nagendra Nath Sen : Who was the Magistrate : A 
VOICE; Mr. Paiikaj Sen) Well, T cannot mention his name. What is 
the use of reading to us pages after pages of carefully written promises 
and half-promises if this is the spirit in which you are going to tackle 
jail administration and the treatment of prisoners in the jails P I 
hope that in view of the influence under which the Hou’ble the Home 
Minister is coming these days, we shall find that in the near future 
he will be able to find that there are real grievances and he will try 
and provide for amenities for prisoners as best as he can. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

After Adjournment. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTYs 1 beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 36,31,000 under the head *‘28 — JaiU and 
Convict Settlements’* be reduced by Rs. 100 tft raise a discussion 
•l>out the treatment meted out to the convicts. * 
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CR*tTft CTO? aCR aC*R TOTOR RRRT CTO5C1R CRl>Ta f?nq[ fRTO CTOR etM^co TOTO TOlfR 
spRI The Hon’blk Mb. H. S, Suheawakdy TO TO ?f0T TOTOR 

TOCIR 0? Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal RTTTO fRCTOR ?t1t? a0 0fTO TO 
SC^CtH CTO?) 
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RT ?R c? CTO? RrfRC0 ncR* fTO C0a nTa?r ?r rt :— rt tort ?r 0r to® crtorI? 
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frK?C?RI “TO TO0r CTO0? RJRft RJR aC®f? a0tRR, aro? 5T1^ 

a0RE CfTC? TOft¥? !TOR 0®® ROT a^R TOR TOR R0R'W0Cf TOTR? RT CRH® 
TOqC0 RRt^ RT I RiR^W0 RR;;? dPt Rte0 RT CRC? RltR CTOTOR TO0, f0*5 RJ^TOF 

TO ^ 
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m 'm mi wro ann^roi toy * 13 ; n f<y« fg rt ny / wro ^ mimm 

^ to; 51^, Q to?cT. JR rm m mm\ w 

nfijF ®R*r ^imtH ^ R(®wt*(r ^ #<ii ?rj i ^cuck jwwtiw 

5*rt JGW ^ aai>,<iT4 inwr, wfHn swtot « 

fin^ 5*nwr wro « at® jRpggfo t(PF;:ror, irnc Jtw jipr 

WTO CPRRTO afa TOT WR aTWTRT a ca i ^ Cff < W T am? 

5R TO?( a^ a^ Swy r-i^lniu atoa ¥?nr CTOTI WRTR — (Uei'C tho time having 
exp reJ ho roqueitwl the Spcakor toallowhim a httle more time) *RT*R 

tsnt>T TO rsfTOTTw tor^r to tof!> to toi tor tor to? 
C4I C? S^ttitn a?fW Wf? ^TTRTnSRT aR^iRr ?r 1 ?f? ?1^?T? 

aTOCR fro c^i«;t5 5 t? aw «nt? a^irot tort ctoot 

2P^ frofato f?TO;;f? ?f? tot^Wr a?*! tor, aw iitoix ctor 

aroa: wf^rro? TOfrair atofa^ wiia arw : — 

W towH tort nfro^ cfTW iSv f*Tf?a ?;?tor to;a toi 

(!i) ?rtTO f?to wrw w e.tr^rtr m torI toi aRTw? nto wtw ittoi 

?T?RT RT 1 

( 0 ) TO*t TORI? ^ CTOR TORT TO a?^ TOI CTO? « TORT TOI 
TO(*!5T?n to;f TOl 

(8) acar^ croi ?T«naRTR tor? tort to («nwf?TO croi tor tor? wtw 
«( r*Rl ?«l aT6fT CRW)! 

( 0 ) «paa: 0 tow? wtoI toIw? rwt w srrt TOPirl •tjjni' w w cnro 5n? 
aTtor toto TOar ar^rw? to cr^ CRt tow fro? tor? toto toi 
9 R TORI to a?t TORI ?"atoR? TOT TOari 

(6) JOT ?WF ?to torIw? c?a? TORT TOl a?t ?^f? n? to afw 
Rr?r ?rca aT?r torar^a tojttw to;f tot *nw ar^ro airor toi 

( h ) ?V4iwR c*rtr1 torIw? to tort toi ?rrtoTi 4ii|Aia to;teR 

TO hJ«?i ®rwT? TOiRT arpa?^ 9 ?ot; tow i H:r*^w? Rrerto cr?, tot 

a a^tow ca?*ti to af?5R a faiaw? Jrto toGR? a? tow? tot to? a ?f?^ 
TO 5c^i a?^ OTto TOto tonw? Saar — ?t Rrarto TOWjaca fifnw to? 
?R at f?Cto *Ki ?c^i 

(tr) anrort ?to arrow w?r? ®^ihk ?r ?w aw — ^ Rwifaa a ufatoai 

tow cRto mw awi a aw ?^tow? roc aacaia acpwri at Hiirf?a aitor 
13 
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lew « ^ ^ ^ wrt*pl wFwr e irawtOT 

*«rprt aw'OT wi 

W c?if«^8 w afw fJipWR ?iwr i?5ri ?<t5 srt narrow Thwhti Ira 
s l%>*nR tral WOT flwi 

era, raOT e ewe croe r^era 6 eac^ ’aea' w a^oOTfra cTO 
l5|.--cwe ra ra «gi, wr e »a1 «e;^era ra*e a*tra «ni?T5‘-WOTc 

laf^a s WOT tef; wro e^OTs cwi ra era? w fwi Iiot 

Id s iw^ fw?[ a iw H ra *q;ff?r a? wtrra wotc jw s n«eR ra ra— 
<s^fse jw lancR *rar front IrarR wot rai 

(^0) WRT Bl i e>erHaeH i eH ' < W*. W. indoor games, etc. 

a^jgia!TO»w «ot*(Wj era?[ Sufoa r wOT fw^ toiot^ 

S — 

\>l WW^ OTOT ard W W ra— it<i,000 iJr^Tl uxm ww 

COTOT lw( rOT raOT ?ea w ewe ^ioti 

^ I of? ra aOTPtr s wot e*eoitr ra i 

01 ^ Ifle? e*e«fr rai 

81 rar^OT « ratfsefiJOT — al eaalOT ra^ele^nt ra w rai 
a I < i vs [g=e fi 3 # ' wwlra toroc wpelira *ot rara ^nw ra eitR 

y^ T gfg^t w wRle^nrs jttw ra $W 5 ^ntro i 

^ 1 a^ !Ff*ef? ^ ews fwM«(o wct fOT? oro w ra : — 

W ceRCfld 0 nf«?TW. 

W 5?<te<nt eaalfwa. 

(^) 41^ 0 f*e^, 

W WOT 0 TO. 

(«) KiH»0¥ wra iKfa, 

(S) OTTOTT 0 fttWTl 

<»i ^w^im wtW ral WK^ f=ef*OT j^c.ooo^ 5ott wot 

raciOTi 

Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED; 1 beg to move that the demand for 
Rs. 36, dl. 0(H) under the head ‘*28 — Jails and Gonvict Settlements’* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (Reforms of the Jail Administration). 

ew TOCOT ^ WOT fw WOT TO?t an wt cotot rroRi otiIh w 

WOTTCOTT \«lWtH »WI C?OT^ fTO 5lt OT, W COTlOTt «nf*( WOT fWa WOTt 

iRfH cOTigOT OTt— d OT?^ era roir ii— d HOTjra rat OTy< eOT * lt era 
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crow ffte wtT^Pw iRTt CTOT weir ii \ nwir w^w •nt fif? 
W’^jc •nt w, erwi efizr it ici «nwr w^ ¥\Tie iti ewr V9M ww 

f#c« wwi «nwT mm iwiTwi jwit wwl^i crwi alrw 5fw 
wie rami iwr erwi Wfe^i efirai IW’e irt 

ir wwi:n iw'im tor brt j^it ir ji;ww Ti^ iTt» wwpr 
l*(W*t wiOTRT 1T3WFT rami iwr irt i ftw rami 

iWT «nti TOPRTi 5Ri<^ e sFRSRTi ran cm c*witi f^^pm c^coffunii 

^ SRI CKClfWTM WHT 1 *R ffSTR CRl ^ ifUTl < 5 ^$^ Wt®RT! ^Ull 

f ^fcif i raR C5m eiTR tor srt urtchi ww wt«Rl men eirsf ir c?tci gn rci 
Item mw 5^ fn; tor iR^iR nwR ^ fcti it ick krtwi 

f¥i; C1T1T5 ICIRl 2R1 milT UtR Cl. 0[Rir f^F Cmil I’^CITI I^isoiior IRT 

mwi eirraR mr cici weir n — hrit tv cviii iv;cit? c^c wt*Rl 
fn; ciicur iri to vrtwi icit wt«ri1 wrotr inm to fcn 
TOi i citmH TO CTO mcH iTt I croimiTOt^ erciticimivi TOraemw 

nt vTci tv^ f ciH^ir to fwf mi ir i Council ai HTTO iRT irfv 

rami memW-in rharpe* ftTO CTRTe ClfiOT^ CH^T ai^ H'TO TO IRlIl 
M.nister men Cl CTOR c'hargt* a men fefie Hi/nit cim men ei, cm "rtit 
mernn nr fci i ottrt ci mnr i;:fnR w rnr icn cn n mtei f»rHnr to 
iT!i cm CTO tcn^tlcn «rrcm to fn; m TOe tokIit epnrcit to. mm am. 
TO, TO, cm, ITT. TO, i^T, ai^ ntnwie ^ciw t^ to. tnj vcniir rro cmica 
miiri mro fiiTi mcT TO fnj priaontT iTfn;ttmiiri cro weiri m* 
ifi iR^cn Sn ^'51 loll m n, mev ir;;i cmei mmt ifi 5c*mn n eiro tott 
icwnm Tir Jfoo i ci isTmte crrei, §Ti cvtei cem ir c^ ram wcv ciTici am 
mev nfn ctrevt iree miR gfi. TOifiy ir evneu n rni irimr fn;;t mt i eifnTC«r 
C5R Q TOT^y ireir niR myren m gfi totIts to i emnr rami icm 5fia mernn 
crom TO cm erev to m iwOrwr fro to. crom men irrt m am cto;co 
TO c^rt mn men mm m fmnrof fmmmene mm crom TO afnciwfcTO 
mm wi nr fn? emeu m i ^TOc^i fieoi ^TO at < ra nt ii ^ i coti tow toi 
fro, CTOi iX**ri ntr aetn lei im TOe *ia<w*l 5 ram feifn;fa cn iiwe mim. 
CTOi mel ci le^ mcvi croi cmm!rmm't;ta aa mmn ci cwei mi^ 
aam nr croce mei m, rptt ivr croca mci m, iwr evnea mei m, enatv 
m^TOmimmrni mern croi fro TOrtn am imfn cro 1^ 
c»r Cl ?v nPTOR ei irmea im to: cit mmi omriT ci^ ifi av irfa fnr 
W1I mftci *171 men mro nmt ijraen, at imili omci eiwcv tov ram 
TO WTCTOl anfv lOtl mmTOrt Political prifaner W1 il'TO mil 
otiir n iri omr ir ir croff ci. icnlwi *^*nr tor m wt 
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WOT 6fi^i pwrw CT«r^TO[ toii ftpj wc?f nri ottotw nn sff 
4 *Rfv <ini;;n ^raro jto 4^<tRr OT-nw towIst nnc =cn cerc^ *ch? 
im 5 wot «cw ct Jm (j«R6 oth- tcrro awn- nr*tT wot ^ sin 

W WW SivCMl 3af*( SOfsi W5TW «l5*fprt> IDW? 

ww «nwr 'BiwwTi i^tto otw ?r^ ^ ww w?ot hsuhT^ wtww 

wai c. I, D. ? fsitni tonU" otw^wt wiw ww ^wi <w ot al 

House eiwc^ SRHUW^ TO*t «lT*Rrar eiww WtW WllbWHl 

«pcira ’'wtolwa wMi5 ww;w5w ?owr 5wr wcw to wrw 
ijH'tSCM I5WW swr WW ^*(nR[ telegram sw wtifwii W 
fsi^J frofTOR TOW SRTTTW ^nw ^ sirsi TO 

I f^ «WT c:=TO Sm *nt snti «tw«fwc^ cshaThhc^ cto mtOT 
WTot* WW erfTO?r sirt (voices and interruption) WR WR WT^ W 

W[f5 ^ wrUr TO OTi CTO fro ^rw cro c^rcsr toI^ cro, sir 

irto iJTTO CTOT ^?X C^ CTO fTO slTfR sifTO *nt?r l *IR;;C^ C^^s^ tuberculosis 
^\ CTO ®TC^ TOT, RP^-TO? TO 4r<^' « CSTC'R «^!I3riSl TOIR^ TO;i«l 

TO TO^l C^ CTO fro TO TO crow? IJJTTO C^ ^5^ 5R C?[TW 

OdH^i 8f^R TOT 5C*fl p^i^one^ HMC*^ C^ f^TCTOR 

£U pec ed tuberculo is cfTOtT TORl5 M?ll«jH[b4C4 m telegram 

CTOtirrttl TO TOT C^ TOC*<t CTO ^ 2tp3^ s^rtl CTORRC«T5 TO 

TOT CTOl sgi htstjtrt «iTO «rTC5F s(n «ito fRiro a^?Rw 

ero «(T^;c^ stTi TOi^c^F a?PR cto?t toto dtTOST «Tw*fcTOi>?[ sntt toi;;tof 
CTO ?TTO ^ TOC5T SCRJJRT siM I ^ ^ ^ 

pfiei jtnCTOR tor «rt to tor toto croci? to, to f^l^WR <ito 

crow TO. fsif^ pfro Jutij TOR 5RI ^ ^r to^ — «[tor tost wein*. 
SITTOSR TOIPI^ TOT. CTOT^t. C^ « TOC^l^l nTO? TOIR^ a^ !R CTOD5 TO I a«R 
cn H?l <CRTW CTO fro^ siTtl CSTST s^C^TT^R CTO aSITO 

TO5F CTO TOW TORT »T;iff «afTO sRRrw a^ House a sntro •nfrosi i 
PTOCSR >TOT« TOCTF STTCRITO « SlTWTTTO C8W CTO UHfOTWsil 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we 
have heard very harrowing accounts of the treatment of convicts in 
jail. 1 here are some members who have spoken from personal ex- 
perience, but none of them, though they have been in jail, has cited 
one single instance of anything happening to him personally which he 
thought was not ri«M. The mover of the motion cited the case of a sui- 
cide that took place^lC years ago, i.e., in 1922. If we look into the 
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permtage of suicides committed in jails, it willfbe found that it U far, , 
far below the number of suicides committed in the province a« a 
whole. Sir, I would ask members of this House kindly to ronsidw 
this question dispassionately and to judge it on the facts that I ehalP 
presently place ^*fore them. These facts are iwrtinent and relevant, 
and I would like hon’ble memWrs to judge this question on the 
materials that I shall place Wfore them. I do not contest or deny 
what some hon^ble members have said from tbeir personal experience^ 
but as against that I would like to place before this House certain 
facts and figures which are, in my opinion, just ns important and as 
relevant for the purpose of considering this question. 


But before I do that, I would like to state that we are making 
ever>' effort to do away with the abuses. We are trying our best to 
look into the complaints made, and I can assure members of thii 
House that the superior officers of the Jails Department, especially the 
In8i>e(‘tor-(ieuera] fd Prisons, the Superintendents of Central and 
District Jails an<l other officers are now men belonging to our 
country — Indians — odueated men, cultured men, and to expect that 
these people could Im* a parly to these inhuman atrocities is extremely 
im probable . 

These <»ffieers are trying their level best to stop abuses, if any. 
We are always jirepared to look into every complaint that is made. In 
this connection, I u<ml(l like the members of this House to consider 
that we have got our jail visitors and quarterly boards and the non- 
officials are in the majority in them. They have got all sorts of 
facilities to inspect the jails, to go and see the conditions under which 
convicts live, to hear complaints and record their views and com- 
plaints, if any, in the jail visitors Iwok. It is quite tnie that we 
have heard in this House year in and year out all sorts of romplaints, 
but for reasons unknown, these eomplaints are not recorded by the 
non-ofBcial visitors. It is very extraordinary that such complaints 
are not found in the visitors’ lK>ok. The reason, I may say, is that 
all these complaints are traditional and a tradition has grown up that 
this is the way in which prisoners are treated. 

Now, Sir, let us take the complaint alwut ^Mbolai". That is one 
of the things, if I may say without offence, which is a myth. We 
hear about this from time to time and the jMjrsons who have been in 
jails have also heard about it; but up to this time no positive case 
has ever come up and no complaint have ever been made before the 
Board during the last 10 or 12 years. 


Hr. MARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Ho% can they moke a 
otmiplaini when on flimsy pretext they are treated with “dholai*’ pro- 
oaat and in this way their mouths are kept shut.'^ 
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Tlii Hon’bto Khwaja Sir MAIlitUilDIH: But surely aom 
arriinKeTnoiit tan be nipile by Ihe non-official visitors, jn consultation 
with the Superintendent of the Jail, to give protection to the mm 
who will make such complaints. I would ask the House to consider 
why is it that the non -official visitors do not hear of these complaints. 

Again, Sir, I would ask the House to judge with regard to the 
other complaints which will give an idea of the value of the com- 
plaints that are made. I would first place facts about food. If the 
food is so bad as has been represented by various speakers from the 
other side of the House that it is uneatable and that it only can be 
swallowed, then how is it that the majority of the inmates of the jail 
put on weight. 

Then there is something else. Here is some statistics about the 
death rate in jails in Bengal and in other provinces and the death 
rate of the province as a whole. I would ask the hon’ble members 
of the House to judge dispassionately : look at the vast differences in 
the death rate between those inside the jails and those outside in the 
same province. In Bengal the dea*h rate of the jail population is 
11 per thousand: Assam has got the highest figure of 17 per thousand: 
United Hrovinces lias got 8 per thousand — the lowest figure: Bihar has 
got 16 per thousand, the Ibinjuh has got 12 ’5 iw thousand; Madras 
10 per thousand ; Bombay 10 per thousand and the Central Pro- 
vinces 12 per thousand. The death rate in the city of Calcutta is 
32*0 per thousand and in the whole of Bengal it is 20 5 per thousand. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It is entirely fallacious 
and I can demonstrate U) yon by statistics that it is so; your figure 
includes children, and 400 <*)iildreii per thousand die every year out- 
side the jail in Bengal. 

Tim HoR’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as expenditure 
in food in jail is concerned we are spending here more on the diet of 
the prisoners than is sjient in any other province of India. We are 
spending the highest amount, i.e., Rs. 42 per head per annum and 
the Central Provinces is spending the lowest, i.e., Rs. 26 per annum. 
Then again, the quantity of food supplied to the prisoners is suffi- 
cient and enough. It is proved by the fact that ordinarily the average 
oonvicts cannot consume the quantity of food which is provided and 
there is always a large surplus. 

Sir, I can understand about complaints regarding ill-treatment of 
the convicts in jails and about non*official visitors not getting correct 
reports because of further ill-treatment; that is a thing which can be 
argiied. But how is^it that these 9 to 12 non-official visitors of jail, 
men holding responsible position and reliable persons, who get an 
opportunity of going* to jail at any time they like to inspect the food, 
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do BOl tver record that the food is bad. I would like af^ain to read the 
stateiuent of Mr. J. L. Banerji which I did last^year 

R«i HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURY: That is knowii to all of 

QB. 

Til# Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs There are other mem- 
beni who would like to hear and 1 may read what Mr. Banerji aaid ill 
this connection : 

know that many of my friends are ready with sarcastic ex- 
pressions about the tooth-some character of the lapsi or porridge sup- 
plied for morning meals in jails 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a i>oint of order, Sir. Is 
the Hon’ble Minister entitled to quote from the same spee<’h and re- 
peat the same thing every yearP 

Mr, SPEAKER: Kepctition of the same thing in the same speech 
is not allowed; hut I htdievc, he is ({noting from a speech previously 
delivered. 

The Hofi’ble Khwa|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He said further-~**but 

speaking deliberately and with a full sense of responsibility I should 
say that the scale of dietary prescribed for jails is sufficient and 
generous’*, 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: May we know how many 
times he c^jntradicted himself P 

Th. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. J. L. Banerji kMi 

been to pri.wn liimself aii<] I think he can ei>eak with authority on th. 
subject. 

Now , Sir, as I have said, the hon’ble members on the opposite side 
of the House have failed to recognise the fact that we have given 
pivkioD II to all convicted prisoners who have been guilty of terror- 
ist mmes. As far as Mr. Mukuleswar Rahman is concerned he was 
a Division III prisoner and Government have placed him in Division 
II. I have enquired about his health and found that there is nothing 
of alarming nature. 

The representation made by the members of the Assembly for his 
release is stjH under consideration. 

^ ^ question which cannot be dealt with in*a hurry. Therefore 
I tfouhi if there is anything serious. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Have not the Govern- 
ment been informed that he is snfferring from suspected T. B.? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tes. 

Tha Hoit’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We are all suspected 
of sufferring from T. B. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Including yourself. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Was there any 
examination P 

Tha Hoffl’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Mr. Pain who was 
more personal than anything else and tried sometimes to be humorous 
at which he failed lamentably, did not tell the members of this House 
that the ordinary prisoners who went on hunger-strike stated in their 
petition that they wanted an addition to their food which they were 
given. They wanted 1 chitak of fish and meat once a week without 
vegetables. It is from the record that 1 am speaking. This is in the 
written petition which they submitted. It is not so much about the 
food that they complained but the idea behind the demand was that 
they wanted the same treatment as was accorded to the Division JI 
prisoners and that was the only reason for which they went on hunger- 
strike. 

As I have said in my opening statement we have accepted the policy 
of giving increased additional representation to the members of this 
House on the Committee. We arc trying to give them eveiy facility 
to go thoroughly into the administration of jail and suggest reforms 
and improvements. We are going to have questionnaires distributed 
not only to the non-oflficial visitors but also to the members of the 
Legislature and the replies will be considered by us. We will then 
come up with the result of our investigation to the House. We are 
anxious to do all that is possible, but the House will have to determine 
how far they are prepared to go and to what length they are pi^epared 
to incur the expenditure. It is the question more or less of pound, 
shilling, pence or rupee, anna, pie. You can get what you want 
provided you are prepared to spend the money and therefore I think 
the best possible means of coining to a decision on the question of jail 
reform is in the manner that has been suggested by me of giving the 
members of this House an opportunity to examine it for themselves 
as non-ofi&cial visitors of jails and giving them all possible facilities 
of aeeing the administration of the jail work. Eeplies to the question- 
naires will be subn|itted to them for consideration. Gbvemnient are 
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18 QRtiotis as any member of this House to iai]Yove tbe oonciition of 
jail life, but that can only be done in a systematic manner. We have 
ir<»t iuttuniernble reports on most of the questions that have been raised. 
They have been considered; the schemes are there, but they have not 
been put into action, simply because in the past this Government 
wrere not in a position to incur the expenditure net'essary for the 
suggrested reforms. 

We have grot religious instructors practically in all big central 
jails in Calcutta, as a rule, both for Muslims and Hindus and in 
Calcutta for Christians as well. The facilities for giving the convicts 
moral lectures are there, but here again a great deal rests on the non- 
affieials and the public at large. The types of men who come forwartl 
for this work are not exactly the types of men who will be able to 
influence the convicts in jail. We want men who will give voluntarily 
in a missionary spirit some of their time with the convicts and who 
will fry and get into personal touch with the convicts and os far as 
possible study them and advise them and suggest how they should try 
to improve. 

Then, again, there is the question of jail lalKUir and the question 
of v(K*ational training. Members of this House, as a rule, suggest 
vocational training for the convicts, but very few members have come 
forward with any practical suggestion as to what kind of vocational 
training would he most suitnhle. As a matter of fact, at the present 
time most of the things that are suitable and may be helpful to tbe 
type of men wdio generally go to the jail are there in our jails. Take 
the question of printing press for the educated type; take the rase of 
tailoring, smithy, ironmongery, weaving and lKX)k-binding — all these 
things are tliere which give the different types of meld who come from 
the various classes of society an opportunity to learn something that 
will be usifful to them when they come out of jails. Here, again, this 
is a question which can be gone into further by the non*ofBcicd 
visitors in replying to the questionnaries and Government will be only 
too glad to consider this question. 

Last time I spoke on the question of oil pressing. I then said that 
personally I did not like, I still do not like that, but it has got certain 
advantages and if we can somehow or other devise some means by which 
tbe rigours of it can be minimised it will be all to the good and after 
examination if it be the general opinion that this is a thing which 
should be done away with, I am sure that Government will be prepared 
to do away with this form of labour. 

I think I have been able to touch most of the points that have 
been raised! It is difficult to convince people who are out not to be 
convinced, who make speeches merely for the sAke of opposing the 
Government . • 
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Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHAYAi It is very difficult to 
awake persons who pretend to be asleep. 

Tho Hon’bii Khwa]a Sir NAZlMUDDINs Yes. 

1 have already said people put on weight there. 

Dr« NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: If the Home Minister would spend 
sometime in jail he would know the conditions preyailing there. 
{Laughter.) 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot aford to put 
tin any more weight. 

Last of all I will advise all members to have a look at my friead 
Babu Narendra Narayan Chakrabarty who claimed that he spent 9 
years in jail, and to say after that if they would still condemn the joil 
administration. 

The motion of Mr. Ilaripada Chattopadliyay was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Babu Narendra Narayan Chakrabarti was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKERS The motion (No. 189) does not arise because the 
2 lakhs mentioned therein refers to other work and not to the jail 
budget. 

Rai Bihadur dOGESH CHANDRA SEN* As I have got an oppor- 
tunity ef expressing my views on the subject under discussion, 
I do not want to move the cut motion that stands in my name. My 
object is to draw the attention of the Government to certain facts and 
to place some suggestions before the Hon’ble Home Minister for his 
careful consideration. The subject under discussion being Jail 
Administration my first proposition is that jails should be regaitled 
as reformatories and not as penal institutions. This view has been 
very strongly advocated by the prison authorities in England and 
arrangements are being made to give effect to it. This views is shared 
also by many authorities of other countries. Sir, I am a non-official 
visitor of a Central Jail and as such I come in contact with Jail 
inmates and convicts. I have not much knowledge of the treatment 
that is meted out to political prisoners because I am a visitor to 
ordinary jails only. Much has been said about maladministration by 
the Superintendent of Jails and by other authorities, but. Sir, so far 
as the ordinary prisoners are concerned I have always heard from (hem 
that they have received courteous treatment at their hands. I would 



im. 


DEMAND FOB GttAMT. 


m 


now upon two kinds of prisoners wbo nre known as habitual 

oFendom and criminals, and long and short term prisoners. It is 
necessary to give the House some facts regarding these habitual 
criminab. A poor illiterate man finding himself unable to maintain 
himself and his family by honest means — for want of employment 
commits theft. He is convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for a 
few days in the first instance. After coming out of jail he again finds 
himself in the same unhappy position, commits a similar offence and 
is again sent to jail for a longer period, and every time he goes to the 
court that dreadful “previous conviction’* is added to the charge and 
the punishment is enhanced. Thus in the course' of time this man 
becomes a terror to the society. Now, Sir, what are the remedies and 
steps which Government may take to convert him into a peaceful 
member of ttie society. Tliere is a society (‘ailed the Prisoners’ Aid 
S<»eiety which is dragging (»n a miserable existence and is more or 
less an eye-wash. I therefore suggest that then' should \m a Govern- 
ment or a (fovernmeiii aided workshop outside wlieiv they can employ 
habitual offenders, but in order to do that thest* habitual offenders 
mu.st be given some training uhile they are serving out their terms 
of imprisonment. As the Hon’hle the Home Minister has said that 
he would he glad to have help and advice from the non-official visitors, 
may I, submit— although I know that there already exist some provi- 
sions for training even now — that Government therefor© should make 
ade((uate arrangements to introduce vocational training in all (‘cntral 
and big jails, fur instance in weaving, cari>entry, lsK>k-binding, 
umbrella-making, machine repairing, smithy, soap-making, choir rope- 
making, electro plating, etc., etc. This will give two advantages. 
Government will get its requirements from the jail workshops at a 
cheap cost and thereby save some money and on the other hand these 
convicts will get training and find ready employment in these 
workshops I have mentioiifMl Iwifore. The Hon’ble the Horae 
Minister in his introductory speech has s|)oken of vocational 
training and has said that a survey has to bo made. If a survey be 
necessary, let there b(' a survey now and without delay, but I do think 
that even i^itliout u commission or survey some definite steps may be 
taken. Therefore' 1 appeal to him in the name of humanity to consider 
the case of these poor prisoners who find so much diffculty in earning 
tlieir Hvelihi od after they have come out from the jail. 


Mr. SYEO JALALUDOiN HASHMY: May I move, Sir, both the 
aniendmentsP 


Mr. SPEAKER: Ko. the last motion does not arjse, so you can only 
move WQ. Your last motion has already been discussed in a previous 
molimi. • 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HMY: All right, Sir. Tlien 1 
beg <0 move lhat tlJe sum of Rs. f3G,iil,000 under the head “28 — Jails 
and Convict Settlemeuts” he reduced by Rs. 100. (Policy of appointing 
Bengalee Warders in Jails.) 

Sir, no useful purpose will be served by pointing out only the dark 
side of the jail administration and by offering destructive criticisms 
on this matter. I had a mind to make some constructive criticisms 
and suggestions to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Jails. I consi- 
dered this point when we received a letter from the department inviting 
us to go and see things for ourselves and we readily responded and 
some of the high officers of the department showed us round. We 
thought at the time that the angle of vision and the mentality of the 
popular Jails Minister might have changed. But T was very much 
disappointed when the Home Minister rose to reply to some of the 
constructive suggestions and criticisms offered by some of the members 
of this House. Sir, 1 do not agree with the Hon’ble Home Minister 
on some points but I will make clear point by point, but before that 
I w’ill request him to consider our view point dispassionately. He 
has app(‘aled to us to consider these questions dispassionately, we are 
prepared to do so, but at the same time we want a response from him 
also in the same spirit. Sir, the question of stiicide and other points 
raised by the Hon’ble the Home Minister will be taken up by me 
after I moke some constructive suggestions, with regard to the Bengalee 
Warders. If the Hon’ble Home Minister sticks to his reply to the 
question he gave this afternoon, I have got nothing to say. He said, 
you, remember, Sir, that in the Police Service armed police and 
constables are not recruited from Bengalees because of their unsuit- 
ability. Sir, T do not agree with him ; possibly he will also give a 
reply in that spirit when I suggest that jail warders should be recruited 
from Bengalees. If he says that only for the reason of unsuitability 
he is not going to appoint Bengalee warders in the jails of Bengal, 
I will at once say that he is committing a very sad mistake. Sir, I 
know these warders and I shall at once say that tbess Hindusthani 
warders are ab.solute brutes withrat any sense of humanity, without 
any sense of moridity, and if I may say so without any sense of 
anything in them. How do they start their lives? They are paid 
officers of the Government, but can any Superintendent of a Jail or 
the Inspector-General of Prisons deny that they start their life by 
teaching the criminals further criminality? I know and I say from 
my personal experience that they steal gamcha$ from the convicts and 
in lieu of that they pay them two pice and help the prisoners in 
bringing tobacco worth two pice, which again that prisoner sells to his 
comrades at two a»oos, and in this way, Sir, I know that prisoners 
accumulate money whicl^ goes up to even 27 guineas. I had an 
Occasion to see 27 guineas with a prisoner kept in a pouch made fay 
the prisoner with Jhe help of the medical officer of that particular 
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jaiL I need not give the description of the pouc|i that was made by 
the prisoner with the help of the inedicol ofticeij^^y whom of course 
1 do not mean the Superintendent but another ihedioal officer of the 
jail. Sir, Hindusthanis certainly are suitable with regard to matters 
of control in the manner as the Government now desire. But I 
thought that with the advent of the reforms when the jnil department 
would be in the hands of a popular Minister who would be a Bengalee, 
he would realise not only the position of acute unemployment in 
Bengal but would also realise that when the prisoners are Bengalees 
Bengalee warders would know their position, their difficulty and their 
mentality more than the Tfin(lu.slhuiii>, Punjabis, Pathans, Nepalese 
and Bhutias. I know these Hindusthanis, Nepalese. Pathans, Bhutias 
are more obedient than the Bengalis. That may la? the only defect 
in the character of the Bengalees and that may be the only hindrance 
which this department finds in appointing Bengalee warders in jails. 
I have seen some Bengalee warders in the Alipore Central Jail. They 
are more amenable to reas<ui and mix with the prisoners ns their owi 
and give moral as well us ethical lessons to prisoners not to commit 
offence any more if they are let out. But these Hiridusthnni warders, 
if you permit me to say, not <»nly teach them to steal, h\Jt also teach 
them to <Io things which an‘ not desired hy (he Jail Code, they go 
further and do more lieinous things which I do not like to mention 
in this House. If the Hon’blo flu* Home Minister sends the Superin- 
tendents of these jails lo America, Japan and some countries on the 
Continent, they may be traiiusl in jail administration, they may be 
trained in the science of ciiim*, and they may understand criminology 
belter than they do riow\ 1 will not grudge that for a moment, and 
if necessury, 1 can move a motion for sanctioning money that will be 
required for sending the Siiperint(‘ndents jails, particularly the 
Inspector-General of Prisons, to other count lies to have lessons with 
regard to jail administration. Here. Sir, the Superintendents are 
generally recruited from tin* Medical Service and sometimes (hey are 
recniited from the Indian Civil .Scrvi<e as well. They have no 
knowledge in criiniiuilogy. have no knowledge as to liow' to give 
practical suggestions to the depart nienl witli a view to minimise crimes 
by improving the mentality of criminals. Sir, the increase in crime 
is due to a large extent to the appointment of warders from other 
provinces. They obey their stiperiors no doubt, hut their aim and 
ambition of life is to make money even bv remaining inside the jail. 
For instance, I may mention, — and, nobody can deny, not even the 
Hon'ble Horne Minister hiinMdf — (hat things are smuggled inside the 
jail from tobacco to opium, ganja and even country and foreign liquor 
and this is done with the connivance and tacit consent of some of (he 
jail officers. I do not speak of Superintendents and other big officials. 
How can that become possible? That Womes possible only through 
tbaae Hindusthani warders • 
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(At this stage the member haTing reached the time4imit, zeeumed 
his seat,) j 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I do not want to take a 
single minute of the House, but I would request you to examine the 
point whether it is possible for us to follow the practice of the American 
House of Representatives of taking written speeches as read and 
incorporating them as part of the proceedings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will consider this matter! 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I should like to have your 
ruling a bit early, because we have found that we cannot catch your 
eye . 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sure, you knew that there was a motion 
pending. You will have your opportunity . 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I am not making any corn- 
plaint, hut I am trying to save the time of the House . 

Mr. SPEAKER; Rut unless a speech is delivered in the House, it 
cannot be taken as part of the proceedings. 

The HOfl’ble Khwa|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is very difficult 
to reply to Mr. Jalaluddin Hasheiny. Practically what he said last 
time, he has repeated to-day. So far as the employment of Bengalee 
warders is concerned, Government have initiated the policy of trying 
to gel more Bengalee w’arders, and I promise that I will go into this 
question very carefully and take all possible steps to see that we get 
more ami more Bengalee warders. If we get the right type of men 
and that in sufficient numbers, our aim sliould he not to recruit any 
hut Bengalee warders. The (piestion is whether the right type of men 
would (’ome forward to take up the work. One of the ways in which 
you can get a Letter type of men is to offer them better pay. The 
pay that is now given to the worders — with that you cannot expect 
educated and better type of men to (ome and serve as warders. At 
present the pay is slightly less than that of a constable. Therefore, 
in all these questions one of the important factors is how far you are 
prepared to go for the reforms you want and what expenditure you 
are prepared to incur. 

As regards thel'compluints about smuggling in of various things, 
I reraeml>er reading onve in England that Mr. Horatio Botiomley 
when he was in jail got Champaigne served there in English Jail. 
So this is a thing which happens everv’where. Our objet*t should be 
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to chook it as far as possible, and one of the best methods of checking 
it is to get men with higher standard, both as far as education is 
concerned, and the class from which they are drawn. This is what 
we are trying to do. 


m. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: Why not give them smoke? 


Tho Hon’blo Khwnja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is one of the things 

we will consider, and we would like the newly formed quarterly boards 
with more members of this House to make suggestions on this <}Ue$tion 
after examining all aspects. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashcmy that demand under 
the head “28 — Jails and Convic( Settlements” be reduced by Rs, 100 
w'as then put and lost. 

The original motion of the Hon ’hie Khwaja Sir Nasimuddin that 
a sum of Rs. 80,‘U,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“28 — Jails and ("onvict Settlements” was then put anti agreed to. 


Adjournmefit. 

The Houst) wa.s then adjtmrned till 4-4o p.m., on Tuesday, the 
22nd March, 19^18, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of tjie Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India AcL 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Asflembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 22nd March, 1938, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizi'l Haque, c.i.E.) 
in the Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 216 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Clerks of the Muhammadan Marria^ Registrars’ offices. 

^266. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (n) U the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education (Uegistraliou) l)cj>ait- 
meut aware of the condition of the clerks of the Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrars’ oflices in respect of their pay, security of service, the 
benefit of provident fund and pension rules? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the (jovernment are considering 
the desirability of making provisions for their scale of pay, security 
of service, an old age pension and leave rules? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. A. K. Faziui Huq): (a) Clerks or other assistants who may 
have been employed by the Muhammadan Mairiuge Registrars are not 
Government servants. 

(5) Does not arise in view of the answer to (a). 

Mr. il. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the Government has any control over the Marriage Registrars’ offices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The (ioveinment has con- 
,trol of insjiection, supervision and so forth. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased io^tate 
whether the Marriage Registrar is a Government officer ? 
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Hit HwiHH# Mr* A. K. FAZLUL HUQt He is.a public servant, and 
ao4 neMsarily a Gc^ernment officer. i 

(MIRENDRA NATH BISWASs They are poid by whomP 

The Non’bie Mr. A. K. FAXLUL HUQ: They are paid by fees 
neMafd. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Who hxes the feesP 

The Hon’bfe Mr. A« K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government fixes the rate 
of fees. There is another kind of fee to which there is no limit. 


Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state who appoints these Marriage HegistrarsP 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They are upiK>inted by 
Government. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH OATTA: Is there any age of retire- 
ment? 


The Hon*bl6 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There was none, but I have 

fixed the age of retirement. 


Admission of Indian Christian girls in tho Bothuns Collsgiato Sohoolf 

Calcutta. 

*267, Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to stale whether it is 
a fact that about the end of December, 1937, or the beginning of 
.lanuarv, 1938, Mr. Sara.si Kumar J>utt, n.A., an Indian Chri.stian. 
applied to the authorities of the Bethune Collegiate School for admitting 
his daughter Miss Madhuri Dutt into Class IX of this institution and 
though Miss Madhuri Dutt stood first in the admission test of the 
school and a seat was available in Class IX, she was refused admission 
on the ground that she is not a Hindu ? 

(6) Is it a fact that in the past Indian Christian girls have been 
enjoying the privilege of being educated in the Bethune Collegiate 
Rchool and that this year there is on the rolls of this institution an 
Indian Christian girl, Miss Mukta Mala Mandal, who is studying in 
Clasa IX? 

fc) Jf the answer ta (b) is in the affirmatife, will the Hon'hle 
be i^eased to state from what date an« year has thii rttbi 
14 
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if liny, of shuttini? out non-Hindu girls from admisfllpmiifcto tlie 
Collegiate School, cajpe into force? ^ ^ ^ 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state .wliether-*be has 

issued any orders for the promulgation of this rule, and If* %e 
j»erson resjionsible for the same? ^ 

(e) If such a rule has been framed recently, will Ihe 5on*ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the introduction »>l'lhis 
rule in an institution maintained out of public funds and the reasons 
if any, for this differential treatment accorded to non-Hindus? 

(/) If no such rule has been introduced, will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of issuing instructions so that no misOnder- 
standing of a similar nature might arise in future? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. Miss Mukta Mala Mandal was admitted into the school 
on 16th January, 1929. 

(c) The opinion of the Advocate-General which ruled out the admis- 
sion of non-IIindu girls to the schools, was given on the 4th of Feb- 
ruary, 1929, hut was not communicated to the Principal until the 22nd 
of November of the same year. Tt may, therefore, be taken that the 
22nd of November, 1929. was the date with effect from which such 
admissions had been refused. 

(d) Does not arise in view of the answer to (r). 

(e) and (f) I will carefulh emjuire into the position which seems 

have lieen created by the opinion given by suc(;essive Advocates- 

General. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: W'ill the Hon’blo Minister be pleased to 
state whether all the opinions of the successive Advocates-Oeneral have 
been in favour of refusal of admission to non-Hindu girls? 

Th» Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I believe so. At the pre- 
sent moment the position is that no non-Hindu girl is admitted into 
the Bethune Collegiate School, 

Mtuivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Miniate7..b^ 
pleased to state whether non-Hindu includes Moslems? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Muslim girla are 
also admitted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the legal basis of tbe opinion of the Ad?oi||t^ 
Genemlf njv 
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FAZLUL HUQS Tii^ is for the Advocate- 


QmerSfi^ jpnswer. " i 

ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Miaister be pleased to 
•tale Betbune Collegriate School is a Government School? 


rtyil’Ms Mr* A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 


MfUlvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
stst^ if Muslim girls are debarred from getting admission into the 
Bethnne Collegiate School? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question has been answered. 

Mittiwi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
atata if the Government thinks it desirable to throw ojren the school 
for admission to girls of all castes and communities? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Thai question <loes not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there are any rules for admission of girls? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Betbune Collegiate 

School is not governed merely by rules, but by certain Trusts, and 
the interpretation of the various dociiineiits which govern the institu- 
tion has been given by Advocutes-General to the effect that non>Himlu 
girls cannot be admitted into that school. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the lioiTble Minister Ik> pleased to 
state whether all the expenses of the Betbune Collegiate School are 
met from the income of this Trust ? 

Tht Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Apart from what is got 
from fees, the expense of running the institution is entirely borne by 
GoTernment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the conditions governing the odmis- 
sion* are very old, and relate to some Trusts and some provisions in 
those Trusts, and that at the present moment the Hindu community 
ha# no objection to admission of non-Hindu girls in this school? 

TTl0 Hon’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There has been no indicar 
ti^ given by fhe Hindu community that they do^ not object to non- 
Hin^ gifls edming in. If I get an indication to that effect, it will 
•trai%theii my hands to throw open the school to nfm-Hindu girls. 
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Dr. MALIMAKBHA BANYAL: WiU the Hod^W Waster be phaaed 
to state if the Gove/nment is prepared to obtain the opinion of Ae 
Hindu community on this point? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the newspap^s which 
write so much about public affairs will be pleased to say this in the 
columns of their iwipers, I will be very much obliged. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if admission of a non-Hindu will entail any disability 
upon the institution? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Non-Hindu girls will not 
be admitted. If they want admission, they will be refused. 

MAulYi ABDUL BARI. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if Miss Mukta Mala Mandal is a Hindu girl or a non-Hindu girl? 
If she is a non-Hindu girl, how did she get admission? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That has been given a sufficient 

reply. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hun'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that Miss Amiyalata Das who was in class 
VIII in 1934 was admitted after the date mentioned in his reply, that 
is to any, after the 22nd November, 1929? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Fortunately, I am not 
aware of that fact. 

Mftuivi ABU H08BAIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any Hindu raised any specific objection with 
respect to the admission of non-Hindu girls in the school in question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have said rex)eatedly that 
the school is not considered to be oj)en to non-Hindu girls. Whenever 
a non-Hindu girl will go, she will be refused admission. The Hindu 
community does not come in. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Have the Government any objec- 
tion to ascertain the opinion of the Hindus in this respect, and, ii so, 
what is that objection? 

The HOfi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: How can I get the (finioe 

of the Hindus? Tou can pass a resolution in this House. 
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ABDJUL BARI: Are Brahmo giiU «Kpbl© for n.lmissio* 
m ilii* icli oolf 

Jt» Honlila Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That will lie for the Prin- 
cipal to decide. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to explain liow the Advoeate-General came in? 


TIm Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question arose as to 
whether the refusal in the ca.se of a certain ij^irl was justified or not. 
The matter was referred to the Advocate-General and he ^ave the 
opinion that under tlie term^ of the Trust and other doc.uinenU prvein- 
‘’inf? the instil utioii non-Hindu jrirls should not be admitted info tli# 
Bethune Collegiate School. 


SHORT-NOTICE STARRED QUESTION. 

Modiotl adminiatration of the Frovinoo. 

nS7A. Dr. 4. M. DAS CUPTA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the l*uhlic Health and Lwal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(а) What decisions were ariived at the last Conference of Ministers 

of l*ublic Health at Madras? 

(б) Were any radical changes suggested in the meilical admini- 

stration of the Provinces? 

(c) Are the changes projKised likely to improve the efficiency of 

medical administration and lower the exfienditure on this 

head? 

(d) If the delusions were accepted unanimously? 

(e) Have these proposals been submitted to the Secretary of State 

for India for his ci.nsideration for incorporation into the 

Government of India Act? 

MINISTER in chargo of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOytRNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Mr. Syad Nauther Ali): 

(^)» (^) and (e) Altogether 14 resolutions were passed at the Con- 
ference of Provincial Ministers of Public Health which was held at 
Itidraa at the instance of the Minister of Public Health, Madras. At 
the fequeat of the Madras Government three cf these resolutions are 
treated as oonfideniial. Copy of the remaining eleven resolutkima 
IS laid on the table. * 

(IDTm. 
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Eleven of the 14 retolutiont patted at the Conference of J^rovineial 
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Ministerf of Public Health held in Madrat, 


Resolution No. 4. — ^Thia conference recommends the appointment in 
lar^rer numbers, wherever practicable, of independent medical prncti* 
tinners as honorary teachers and professors in teaching institutions 
and as honorary surgeons and physicians in hospitals owned and 
managed by the State. 

Resolution No. 6. — This conference agrees that rural medical relief 
should be extended to all villages. 

Resolution No. €. — This conference of Public Health Ministers is 
of opinion that in the interests of medical relief in the country, it is 
absolutely necessary that the manufacture in India of drugs, biologicar 
products and hospital equipment should be encouraged in all ixissible 
ways by the Provincial Governments and that liefore any such product 
is i>ut on the market, it shall l>o jvrojierly tested and certified to be of 
standard quality by an authority to be constituted by the Provincial 
Government, if necessary, by legislation. 

Resolution No. 7. — This conference is of opinion that it is desirable 
that there should be one uniform standard of medical education through- 
out the whole of India and that attempts should l>e made to realise this 
ideal as quickly as jwssible consistent with the circumstances prevail- 
ing in each in<lividual province, provided further that the standard of 
university education should under no condition be lowered. 

Resolution No. 8. — This conference is of opinion thj\t it is desirable 
that Rural Medical Officers should have a post-graduate course both 
in theory and practice on public health so as to enable them to discharge 
efficiently their duties as Sanitary Officers. 

Resolution No. 9. — This conference attaches the greatest imj^ortance 
to the supply of pure drinking water in rural areas. 

Resolution No. 10. — This conference recommends investigation with 
regard to health conditions of the jieojrle by means of health survey 
as conducted in the province of Madras under the “Poonamalle Health 
Unit Scheme” and recommends its adoption hy all Pjovincial Govem- 
ments. 


Resolution No. II. — This conference recommends that it is ^ghly 
desirable in the interest of efficiency in the medical profession that a 
refresher course should be made obligatory on all medical employees, 
of State and local bodies including rural subsidised practitionere. 


Resolution No. 12. — ^This conference of Public Health Ministe;m i« 
of opinion that it is desirable that laboratories should be establis^d 
and maintained for the free examination of clinical material in all 
pected cases of infectious diseases sent to the laboratories by registered 
medical practitionerp. 



1M8.]P QUESTIONS. SOI 

^ 0 . IS , — Tills conference is of opinion that it is highly 
desiraUl^ih fhe interest and safety of the pifblic that medical education 
in whatever system may be, should be standardised and no one who 
has not attained certain standard of medical education should be allowed 
to practise. 

Resolution No, 14 . — All employees under the Provincial Government 
to be recruited henceforth should be given clearly to understand that 
the benefits now enjoyed by the employees will be withdrawn from them 
and that they would not lie entitled to free medical treatment. 

Dr. 4 , M. DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon^hle Minister kindly inform 
the House if the Government of Bengal is thinking of giving effect to 
the last 11 resolutions, and, if so, when? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Government propose to 
take suitable action at the appropriate time on all these resolutions. 

Or. J. M. DAS GUPTA: With regard to mv question (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister kindly inform the House if any steps have been taken 
to place the ref oininendatit)nH of that Conference before the Secretary 
ol State in view of the fact that many of the rules enforced by the 
Secretary of State are not included in the original Government of 
India Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, I think 1 cannot 
odd to what I have already stated. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA; Has the attention of the Hon’hle Minister 
been drawn to the fact that at present, the rules governing tJie Indian 
Medical Service contain serious differential treatment to the detriment 
of ludiansP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED ifAUSHER ALI: Th(> laKrr part of the 
question involves an expression of opinion and I submit, Sir, I am not 
called upon to express any opinion on the rules. The rules arc framed 
by the Secretar>' of State under, I think, section 240 of the Govern- 
ment of India \ct, and we are bound by the rules so framed. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: May 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister if these 
r^les really operate to the detriment of Indian members in the Service P 

Tbs Hon’Me Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: The Act gives power to 
til SecTOtary of State to frame rules for safeguarding the interests of 
Service men, and in exercise of those powers, tlrtj Secretary of State 
framed those rules. It is for the hon’ble members |o interpret the nilei 
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•ooording to tbeir own liking, and this involveg an ex^asic^ of 
opinion. j 

Or. d. M. DAS GUPTA: In order to effect both economy and better 
efficiency in Service, has the Hon'ble Minister considered the advis- 
ibility of considering whether the administrative portion of such posts, 
such as the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals and the Inspecttff- 
Oeneral of Prisons, can be entrusted to members of the Bengal Civil 
Service, and the part of special Advisors to Government can be better 
played by the appointment of a Committee of Honorary Specialists 
whose numbers, however, are quite sufficient in Calcutta? 

Tfio Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, I have been called 
upon to express an opinion on various points, but I may tell the House 
at once that in my opinion tlie All-India Service seems to be incon- 
sistent with Provincial Autonomy (hear, hear, from the Congress 
Benches) but so long as the law is there and the rules are there we 
have got to l>e guided by the rules on the subject. 

Dr^ J. M. DAS GUPTA: Within the framework of the rules, will 
the Hon’ble Minister kindly inform the House if he has tried to find 
out if our district towns have a sufficient number of qualified men, even 
men with specialised knowledge, and if he has done so it will make the 
necessity of retaining the jkihI of Civil Surgeons almost uniformly 
superfluous? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government of Bengal or the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge who attended this Conference on behalf ot the Government 
of Bengal, did commit himself or the Government to any proposal con- 
tained in these resolutions involving a set-bm‘k on the poli(‘y of 
Iiidianization of the Services and a set-bftck on the control of the Pro- 
vincial Ministers on the Services? 

Hofl’bit Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I am sorry to say that 

tile question involves a good deal of matter which does not appear any- 
where in the answer and I submit most respectfully that this question 
does not arise. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. I did ask a 
specific question arising out of these resolutions and that question was 
•inlple, whether in course of these resolutions adopted, and other reto* 
lutiona though they were held back on the ground that they vfere of a 
confidential natuii' and therefore, not placed before ns, I wnted to 
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laiov'/vke^^r in view of these confidential thing:® not placed before 
ns thaiW'is any commitment of the Minister on llehalf of the Govern- 
ment ol Bengal in regard to the two vital mattersLlndianisation of the 
ServieeB and control of the Ministers over Provincial Services. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can only ask questions arising out of the 
answers given. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: These things are not given in the 
answer. I want simply some information about these vital matters. 
It arises out of these resolutions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can ask about the resolutions published. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURt: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that the Madras 
Government has given effect to resolution No. 41^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI; 1 think the Madras 

Government have given effect to a certain extent to resolution No. 4, 
and this Ooveruinent has also given effect to that. 

Mr. G. MORGAN : With refrence tc> re.solution No. 6 laid on the 
table, does not the (jovernment of liengtii now propose to bring in legis- 
lation for the manufa' uire of drugs in India and for marketing the 
same, i.e., whether tliey have in contemplation any such legislatitut? 

The Hon’Me Mr, 8YEO NAU8HER ALI: The whoic mutter is 
under the consideration of Government. 


Proposed adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, as desired by you last 

evening, I submit that I inlend to place before you more important 
facts with regards to the adjournment motion I proposed yesterday. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Is there any written statement? 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: A small statement, Sir, 
end 1 am sure that that will help you in forming your opinion that 
the matter proposed to be discussed is in order, and is a matter of urgent 
public ^portance. The fact is here, Sir. 

Hr* MPBAKER: Let me see. 
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Hr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sll*." Ton were 
pleased to rule that Questions not ariBing: out of the reply could not be 
put by me, but imniediately after Mr. George Morgan put a question 
which had nothing to do with the reply and you allowed him. May T 
know why you allowed him to put his question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Because Mr. Morgan’s question referred to resolu- 
tion No. 6 . 

(At this stage Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy rose in his seat.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER8 Yes, Mr. Hashemy, what is the new fact that has 
emerged? I can say this much very frankly that unless I am fully 
satisfied I am very reluctant to obstruct the normal business of the 
House. But I would appeal to the member if he may not desist from 
discussing matters which may have some communal complexion. I 
am not exercising my powers just now, hut I am appealing to the mem- 
bers that in a matter which may be given a communal colour, before I 
hold it in order or not, they will be so good as to consider whether it is 
not desirable, in the interests of the very harmony that we all desire, 
to discuss this matter out of the House with tlie Hon’ble Minister in 
charge. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Will you, Sir, address 
this appeal to the members on your right? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am appealing to the right, to the left, and to the 
front (laughter) to do their level best to avoid anything that might* 
engender communal ill-feeling, and I hope that, in view of my appeal, 
Mr. Hashemy will reconsider his position and not press this motion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: It is far from my mind, 
Sir, to do nnytliiiig wdiich might embitter the relations between the 
various communities. What we want to ventilate is that the police 
ought to help 118 and not assault us when there is trouble and when we 
try to pacify (he contending parties. If the Iloirhle Home Minister 
will give 118 an a.ssurance that, in such cases in future Yrhere (here is 
an apprehension of a communal riot breaking out, the police will not 
assault us, i.e., members of the public, but will rai her help us in pacify- 
ing the parties, then I shall be glad not to press my motion. 

Mr* SPEAKER r That is quite all right. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQi: Your appeal, Sir, ought cer-^ 
tainly to be listened" to. But the word ‘Vommunal” has several eou- 
notations. It may ?>e that what you think to be communal may ba 
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oonsidmd to be bare justice. In such circiiiBatances, I submit 

tliai <0 rule out a problem, on which the whole futtre of Inrlin depends^ 
would be mlher dangerous to our future progress^ towanls amity and 
concord. I would, therefore, appeal to you in my turn to let this 
House discuss matters freely and even with warmth, so that we may 
ultimately arrive at an amicable settlement of the many problems that 
confront us. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have explained at the very beginning that if 
Mr. Hasheray insists on his rights, then I must consider his motion 
on its merits. 1 am not shutting out any member from moving an 
adjournment motion, but I am only making an appeal. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I would like to bear 
w'hat the Hon’hle Home Minister has got to say in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I might inform the 
honourahle member tfiat (ioveriumoit have taken action in the matter, 
and the const aides concerned have been suspended. 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In view of the action, Sir, 
taken by Oovernrneut J do not propose to inshst on moving my motion. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, may I move the motion for the 
a<ljournnicnt of tliis House, of which I have given notice? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Probably Mr. Tainiz.uddin Khan, you are aware of 
the fact tliat during the last session 1 drew the atbuition of members 
of the House, including yourself, to the fact that when notice of an 
adjournment motion is given, not only the motion shouhl be there but 
it should he accomiianied by a statement of the case, in the jireseiit 
case, 1 find that there is no hucb statement, and us such 1 must hold 
that this motion is out of order. I am sorry to find that I have to niio 
it out of order even though 1 had given my consent. Hut that is the 
consequence of the rule as it stands. 

- Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Hoes the rule require that a detail* 
ed statement of the case should be there, over and above a succint 
statement? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You will find that it is laid down in section 107 
that a writtf»n statement of the matter proposed to lie discussed must 
be furt^sbed, and the mover must annex thereto the consent of the 
Speaker in writing. So, you are asking for leave to move this motion, 
li^ not that soF 
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Mmlvi TAMIZUODIH KHAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. tPIAKEHs^ Where is the written statement’ required to Be 
given after the consent has been furnished? The facts of the case are 
not there. 

MauWi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As far as I am aware, Sir, this is 
the manner in which adjournment motions have been admitted before. 


Mrs SPEAKER: That may have been the case in the days of the old 
Bengal Legislative Council, but you will remember that under the new 
rules I had to rule out two adjournment motions tabled by members on 
my left on the ground that no written statement accompanied the notice 
of motion. You will find that in the proceedings. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, one point, viz., 
that the whole interpretation must depend on how the motion was 
framed? If the motion is framed in such a way as to make the subject- 
matter to be discussed sufficiently clear, I submit, Sir, that there is 
nothing obligatory in the section whiih requires a separate written 
statement beyond the motion itself. It all deix^nds on whether the 
motion is sufficiently and clearly worded to give a proper clue as to the 
object of the motion. In that case, it might be held that the written 
statement is contained in the motion itself. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I think that is a very good point which you have 
raised. I am prepared to consider such a ca.se and waive the technical 
objection to the written statement not lieing attached if I find that the 
motion itself contains sucli details as are necessary for the written state- 
ment itself. Mr. Tamizuddin wants to adjourn the House for the pur- 
pose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public imix)riance, to wit, 
the unjustified arrest of a Proja Invader and Muslim spiritual guide 
Maulana Ahdur Rashid Tarkahagish in the Natore subdivision on or 
about the 18th March, 1938. No details have been given as to under 
what section he has lieen arrested, in what stage the case now is, and 
such other details. If these facts were there in the motion itself, then 
I would certainly have been prepared to consider the motion on ils 
merits and waive the technical objection. I do hold that in the present 
case I shall not he justifie<i in interpreting this section in any other way 
than I have done, because the facts are not there. 

Dr. NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: I am afraid that it wiU be out of 
order on another ground also, viz., that the case is mb judic^. 


Mr. SPEAKER ;.<£xaot]y so. That is what T was also going to ss^. 
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MiHlffi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Sir, without wosting further the 
time ol the House, may I know that if I submit t^ you a written state- 
ment of the facts of the case, will you be prepared to admit my motion ? 


Mr* SPEAKER: Then I will certainly consider the matter on its 
merits. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it your ruling, Sir, that 
besides the motion there should be a separate written statement? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordinarily. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

»38-~Modiotl.” 

The Hofi’blo Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the (lovernor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 60,92,500 be granted for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical.** 

Sir, the total provision in the budget under discussion under the 
head “Medicar' is Rs. 58,J)2,nO(), of which is 7,99,500 is charged, and 
the balance, viz., Us. 60,ft2,500, which is to l»e voted, is the subject- 
matter of the present demand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope that you will l)e brief, hecause you have 
two demands to finish t(»-night. In order that members may get an 
opportunity to sjKiak 1 hope that you will tiy to W as brief as |s>ssible. 

Htiw long will you take t(> fini^li your speech? 

The HOfi’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: [ think 1 will take about 
15 minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are following a time-table and we have got to 
finish two subjects to-day; in order to give full opjwrtunity to the 
members, I would request you to be as brief as possible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 1 will not enter into 
details but will give only a bird's eye-view of the entire situation and 
leave the entire matter to the House for discussion. 

Sir, the actual expenditure during the last throe years has been as 
foRowa : — 

Rs. 

1934- 36 ... 48,21,000 

1935- 36 ... 48,19,000 

1936- 37 ... 49,44,000 

Revised estimate for 1937-38 is Rs. 52,56,000* and the prorision 
in the present budget is Rs. 58,92,000. Th^ increase, it will 
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appear, is Bs. 6,36,000. This increase kas been accounted for at 
pages 98-99 of the jfted Book and the details of the new expenditure 
have ail been noted ^ere and I do not think, 1 shall be justihed in draw- 
ing attention to it in detail in my speech. 

Now, Sir, I think I can begin at once by stating that my statement 
will bo supplementary to the statement made by the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister at the presentation of the budget; nor do I think I shall be 
justihed in entering into details, but 1 think I can add Q word or two 
by way of explaining or amplifying the principles underlying these 
grants. I would like to state in brief the present policy that has been 
followed up to date and the policy that the present Government propose 
to follow in future. Now, Sir, the policy followed hitherto may be 
summed up shortly thus. Government undertook responsibility for the 
medical attendance and treatment of all Government employees except 
ministerial employees in Calcutta who are not entitled to medical attend- 
ance but are entitled to free medical treatment. 

Secondly, Government maintain a medical service mainly for 
administrative purposes. Services rendered by the subordinate staff 
of this medical service in medical institutions maintained or managed 
by local bodies had to be paid for by way of contribution by these local 
bodies. 

Thirdly, Government maintain a number of teaching institutions 
which supply the officers for Provincial Medical Service. Hospitals 
are necessary adjuncts to these medical institutions for teaching, but 
here again Government do not maintain all these hospitals. It is only 
4 out ot these hospitals that are maintained at State cost, namely, the 
Medical College Group of Hospitals, the Hospitals attached to the 
School of Tropical Medicine, the Hospital attached to the Campbell 
Medical School and the Milford Hospital at Dacca and the rest of the 
hospitals attached to the medical institutions are maintained by local 
bodies. 

Coming to the question of nursing, 1 think the honourable meml>ers 
of this House know thoroughly well tluit there is practically nothing 
in the nature of nursing staff in the mufassil hospitals. The same may 
also be said i)erhaps with regard to the Campbell Hospital and even in 
the case of the Medical College Hospital to a certain extent. It baft 
been said that the nursing arrangement there too is neither sufficient 
nor satisfactory. In fact, complain has been made that the nurses ai*e 
required to work for much longer period than is consistent with tbeir 
health and consistent with good nursing. Up till the year 1922, all 
these things used to be done by, and practically the entire resjwnsibility 
for medical relief were on the shoulders of, the local bodies and the 
generous public. Blit it was in the year 1922, and the credit, mainly, 
if not entirely is due to Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee of revered memory, 
who placed some responsibility on the provincial revenues for medical 
relief. He it was who iuiroduced the system of State aid to medical 
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instittttioiis started and' maintained by tbe local autboritiea and also 
by prritate bodies or individuals. The first provision, I understand, 
for this purpose was made in the year 1923 an'd the amount was 
fis. 15,000. Gradually it rose and in the current \bar it is Rs. 1,20,000 
and for the next year (1938-3?0 the provision is Rs. 1,30,000. It is 
evident from this that the ]K)Iicy hitherto followed has been that the 
main responsibility rested with the local bodies and with the generous 
public and Government went to the extent of helping the deserving 
institutions under certain conditions. The conditions also were not 
very liberal. I do not think 1 have much time to enter into details on 
this point. Government have considered this matter very carefully 
and while recognising that no Government in the world have or can 
possibly take the responsibility for tbe treatment and cure of tbe sick 
out of the population entru.sted to its care and without in the least 
minimising the responsibilities of tbe local bodies and also tbe neces- 
sity of public pbilanthropby in the matter of medical relief, Govern- 
ment feel convinced tliat the contribution of Government to medical 
relief ought to l>e much more than what has l>een done in tho past. 
With this object in view Government in the IX^partmeni of Public 
Health have prepared a scheme of medical relief and public health 
reorganisation involving an ultimate additional recurring expenditure 
of seveial lakhs of rui>ees, the details whereof are now being examined 
cai-efully and it is exfxnted that when this scheme will bo given effect 
to in co-oi>eration with the hwal bodies and with the philanthrophio 
public, it will make ine<!i(al r<*lief easily available to every remote 
village in the rural areas of Bengal and the obje<*t of Government in 
providing suitable centres of medical relief will be fulfilled at no distant 
a date. This, I think, is the policy which I should like to place Iwfore 
the House. 

Coining to the individual grants or provisions that have been made 
in the budget, I may say at once that they are in the nature of an 
eainest indicative of the [wdicy that Government intend to follow in 
future. In the first place, so far as nursing is concerned 1 can state 
at once that Government have provided a sum of Rg. 2,85,000 for a 
scheme which has been approved for the purpose of iniining Indian 
nurses in the Campbell Medical School. It is exiiected to have a far- 
reaching consequence in the matter of the medical administration in 
the country. In this connection I may say at once that the Anglo- 
Indian commuiiity have so long rendered conspicuous and unique service 
m the matter of nursing and there need not he any apprehension on 
the score of the provision for the training of Indian nurses, because it 
cannot be expected that tbe entire demand for (he nursing profession 
in the Province can be met by that community. Furthermore, circum- 
stanced as we are, we should take into consideration the present social 
structure of our country. It can very well be considered whether that 
cnminuDity will not continue to render the serricewif tbe nursing pro- 
leasion lor a pretty long time to oomo. 
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The only other thing in thia connection that deseryes aome sort of 
mention is the provision of Rs, 3 lakhs for the improvement of Sadar 
dispensaries. There^ is a proposal for abolition of the practice of 
requiring contribution for services rendered by the subordinate medical 
staff in the medical institutions maintained by local bodies. It is a 
proposal only but it has not been finally accepted. 

There are other provisions relating to Tuberculosis Hospital and 
Climatic Sanitarium. With regard to this latter, I think I can make 
this statement that Government have decided definitely to have a 
Climatic Sanitarium established in Bengal at the best available site 
in Bengal irrespective of considerations of cost. 1 can further enlighten 
this House 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has any money been provided? 

The Hofl'ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Yes; Rs. 1 lakh has been 
provided. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL; You cannot have it with Rs. 1 lakh. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You connot spend more 
than that amount in a year. 

The Hoi1*ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: \lo\s can >ou nimul more 
than Rs. 1 lakh in a year. However, I hope, Dr. Sanyal will allow me 
to s])eak and after that he can have his say. 

As far as the selection of the site is concerned, I may enlighten the 
House that that matter also is practically nearing completion and I 
hope to be able to come to a decision shortly on this |X)iut. 

Then there is the provision with regard to the Jadavpur Hospital 
of Rs. 1,36,000 which is necessary for acquisition of land for the fur- 
ther extension of that hospital. 

I need only incidentally mention the provisions with regard to tSe 
better nutrition of tubercular patients who are treated in the mufassil 
hospitals and also better provision for treatment in the nxufassil 
hospitals. There is a provision for a Maternity Hospital called ‘‘Sishu 
Mangal Pratisthan” of a sum of Rs. 40,000 for building purposes and 
there are other provisions also for the same pur|)ose. I do not think 
I need take more time of the House. 

With these remarks I commend my motion to the accepance of the 
House. 

Mf. 8PEAKERS If'^there ia no intention of pressing any of these 
motions to a division* I think it would be better if the memtere epeek 
on all their motions, hecauee 1 find I will probably have to this 
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debatf at 0*15 nnd adjourn the Hoiiee for }5 minotee for prayer. 
After pmyer, we will lake up Public Health lor which an hour and a 
half (laa been allotted. As thei'e im so short a ti^ie, 1 hope the House 
will accept the suggestion that only 5 minute's time he allowed to each 
61)60 ker. 

fNaulana MD, MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: I beg to move 

that the demand for Its. 50,92,500 under the head “38 — Medical^ be 
reduced by Hs. 100. 

•uHilK Fpoaktr Medical Minister-in-oharge 

50 92.509 rupoas grant at Modlml CTOJ 

-w;; e cir'Hwi dwi OT"t 

wvt II. srfwR ^ demand BftTj ^oov Htwt <RWi 5RT nrti el cron 
Bufurffi •r^«w"tr5 17 sipwT wiW) WRR. fun etm, 

enPTT Medical flint W7 6 nfi5, ait Sit fmsn lisqn fsw<n 

ipwstlira iwT ait iloy nrnt, o^mr nnnl item ni< ' ‘icnn 

aiR al nnTiT? Infi-fuR ait Rim iwn e^nl Medical fietm sijWfi 

itc7 i*rfnr dn m e imn im, c^irii sisrnTi «nrti e 
mrro bpto irrstr e Rwst. irtfir fii:icir wnfn ilci $ii w ifnr imn fTmr 
•trwii iTiTiT mnnr $ii 5? ifici nrm ir. dn fi ^rfwn ■tft-inn'T 

irirro irl. imTirrm^frcn fTO^nrfii mnnir ilir «fTmi g *re mi 

ilc7 ci dicii i;wT ai«t nr n — ktiti to Iit «t3T*7 fi^ attri i^r iiir 
TOTOTCBci inp fro nriRR ait in^r fur special W ?FfTO rnw' i^nnroi 
rFicR «?iin fn; ifmi irl i nw ?mnr charge fro i an i!i lar n — ci, 
irnnmm m fii/ii nr nsi n ifnr iibrt miIichi ^icn ittt tph* nr 
HI ITIT ilw cr»ti ifacir, iTi IT ifiin’ niOT ir^ 
i*nrir imrarm mn 7*reTir ci cii^r cm •tR nfitw private fpfmr ffivre 
diRT h; Inrr •olir irm i ifi i^rtto cm ild miRT fn; out nr h. utr 
Wl COO^ ItTIFr irfHRT *tR CTRR cm llci ifl 00 .^ 5prT flRT ^ 00 ^ UlfT cut 
nr H ITU Hesr iti? a^ fro cut^r cm nR, mfro private 

practice ai rrt ucir cifn rici>rrH^ icn, erren afi ai nr ruIir atiRR 
ff f m in ir;;!! liro ^rrm Sn Jrm lutui anm fw? fnm In 
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Dr SHARAT CHAMORA MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that Gie 
demand of IN. 50,92,500 under the head “38^Medicar' be ]edu(^ 
by Rs. 100 (policy and inadequacy of the provision for rural Bengal). 


Sir, in moving ibis motion, T may mention that I myself am a 
medical man. I served the Government for about 10 years. I have 
experience of private service as well, and I have been practising 
independently for the last 30 years in a mufassil town, having been 
very closely in touch with the villages and thereby having experience 
of the actual state of things of theirs. I will not and cannot say 
anything by imagination. I will say what I see every day. 


To live as a man one must have good and sufficient food itt the 
first instance. After that we must see that diseases are prevented so 
far as possible, and in the third instance we must find means to cure 
diseases which cannot be prevented. The Medical Department is the 
curative department and the prevention is an alien department. If 
a man gets good food and health to live on, then only he will require 
education, industries and all that for perfection of human existence. 
The total population of the province of Bengal is 5 crores and odds with 
one lakh of villages in it, and with 3,000 union boards to do some rural 
uplift work. Of the whole population about 90 per cent, are agri- 
culturists who, with their poor income, can hardly make both ends 
meet. The percentage of the well-to-do men will not exceed 1 or 2 
per cent., who can barely look to their own needs, but the rest are 
practically helpless. Although they, with their honest labour, feed 
the whole population yet there is nobody to see to their grievances. 
To be frank their existence has Wome a mere apology. For a subject 
nation, the relation with the State is ver>’ responsible and serious. 
The State is both morally and legally bound to look to the welfare of 
the nation. A State is religiously responsible for scarcities, famines, 
epidemic and deaths thereby of a country over which it is supposed to 
administer. The total number of qualified medical practitionew ol 
Bengal is about 12,000 of which 2,179 serve under the Government and 
Local Funds, a pa^ of which are honorary as reported in the Adminis- 
tration Report of 1935. The number of dispensaries including rural and 
urban was 1,342 of which the number of rural disjiensaries was only 
749, some might have increased during the last 3 years. The number of 
dispensaries in the rural constituencies in comparison with the popula- 
tion is miserably poor. The total number of patients treated indoor in 
the mufassil was 90,191 only and outdoor 9,673,276. From this it 
is imprudent to infer that this was the sum total of all the pati^ts 
of rural areas. The number of dispensaries being scattered and situated 
in distant areas there are lakhs of patients who with all their desire 
ond attempt cannot ^ssibly get the help of such dispensaries. The 
number of beds in the rural and urban dispensaries was only 6,067 at 



tt« Aftd of 1935, hence the poor patients who require treatment os in- 
patients do not find sufficient accommodation. Moreover, it has been 
seen particularly in the urban hospitals that many of the available beds 
have been made paying in order to put a check on the influx of helpless 
patients and for incivase of income. The stock of medicines and the 
accessories in rural dispensaries and hospitals is miserably insuflicient 
and on this account all the medical officers find difficulties in treating 
the |ialients that come in. 

In the urban dispensaries and hospitals a stock of medioiflh is 
kept separately as “civil stores’^ for the use of the Qovernment officials 
who are eligible to get free treatment, but the quantity of thd stock 
being poor and the demand of such officials being great, they always 
use up their own stock and encroach upon the general stock, so mucb 
so that the actual poor patients are deprived of their own dues. I 
have experiences that the district officials — even those who are highly 
paid and not eligible to free treatment — get all their prescriptions 
served in the charitable dis[)ensaiies, making the medical officei.s very 
much embarrased thereby. It is a pity that they do not feel shy to 
get (he supply of phenyle and such necessaries for their daily use from 
such <lisj)ensarie8. A check to this mal-practice should at once he 
made. 

The practue of the “2^uiliu“ system of accepting a fee of ons 
anna for new {Kitieuts and ^ anna for old patients, existing in many 
dis{>enAaries both rural and urban, — although it fetches a little income 
and although (he rate is very moderate, is a burden to many. It is 
said that the medical officers in charge have the discretion to exempt 
those who are unable to pay, but as they are called upon for an 
explanation when the income falls short they cannot use their honest 
discretion and this fee is supposed to be an unpleasant taxation on 
many. If this system is stopped the actual poor will he much bens- 
fitted and the number of patients will he incteased. The district hos- 
pitols and dispensaries at least should he well equipped with stocks of 
medicines and surgical instruments and efficient men with stirgieal 
ability should be put in charge of them. 1 know of many instances 
when emergency cases were refused admission and were advised to go 
to Calcutta or to any such distant hospitaL This really is a di<igrace. 
Many cases of strangulated hernia, appendicitis and intestinal obstruc- 
tion which should get immediate treatment in the nearest hospital die 
without treatment like cats and dogs. 

With the progress of science X-ray and Biological laboratories have 
become an essential necessity. There are many districts where there 
are no laboratories and X-ray installation is a rare thing in the mufassil. 
I suggest that every district hospital, if not moret should he equipped 
with both of these with expert men in charge. 11^ the aiipointment of 
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ipecialised men 'may seem costly, local proctitioners may be givi^a 
training and appointed with a small honorariam, or free. 

t 

The spread of tuberculosis has become a terror in the countryside. 
This fell disease is sweeping away valuable young lives every day. 
The treatment of these is so expensive that most of the patients can- 
not get treatment for want of funds. The special hospitals the number 
of which is so meagre have no arrangements for treating poor patients 
free. Immediate steps should be taken in this matter. As this disease 
is spreading mainly owing to lack of prophylactic steps aiTangements 
should be made at once to educate men in this subject and statutory 
steps should be token for segregation of 8us])ected T.B. patients in 
order to put on end to this undesirable spread so far as possible. In 
this way leprosy is on the increase in Bankuia and Birbhuin and I beg 
to draw the attention of the HonMde Minister to this as well. Oitening 
of dispensaries if possible in every union or if not in every union at 
least in every two unions should be com 2 )€lled by helping with grants 
to save the dying nation. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

lifi OAMBER SINGH CURUNG: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while dis- 
cussing the policy of the Government in connection with the Medical 
Department, I would like to conceutrate myself to one very impf)i't:int 
point only which affects not only the distiict of Darjeeling but the 
whole of Bengal. We find in the budget that the Government bas 
made a provision of one lakh of rupees for the establishment of a 
climatic T.B. Sanatorium in Darjeeling. So far I understand this sum 
IS simply to supplement the donation of Its. 2,82,0(M) given by Mr. Bam 
Kumar Bangui* in 193o, for the establishment of a T.B. Sanatoiium. 
J don’t know whether the donor gave this amount for a sanatorium or 
a climatic sanatorium. But whenever any one gives donation for a 
charitable purpose, I think he gives specially for the benefit of the 
poor class of people. I doubt very much whether a sanatorium in 
Darjeeling will benefit the poorer classes of people at all. Living in 
Darjeeling is very expensive, the journey expense too is quite high 
and so far as I understand the charges in the sanatorium will not be 
less than Rs. 40. Under these circumstances, I doubt whether the poor 
class of people can afford to go up there. As regards the hill people, I 
nm sure that no one can afford to pay Rs. 40 and stay in the sn^- 
toiium. After all it will simply benefit the rich ]ieople which I 
think is not at all the desire of the donor. The rich people can go 
anywhere in the world for treatment. 

Another point, Sir. I do not understand why it should be a 
dinuitic ^natoriurn’in the hills. Doctors, expert in the treatment of 
T.B. patients, are of opinion that climate is not an essential faetdr lor 
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♦lie 6«iiiinent of T.B. pcih’ents. In tfcis bookitt by Sunk*i< 

I?oy» M,A., ji.Nt*., M.ii., etc., 1 fiiiil that Dr. I*eon l*«lit has said: “Wa* 
ore »fi*ir-n-<hiy» convinced that there i;* no cliiiiistey however, favoured 
irhit'h can cure consumption.” Dr. Walter says, “It is of K*e**I®^ 
iiii}Kii tance than the climate is, the use that is made of it.** Con- 
sumptives have l)epn cured in most unlikely climates and many things 
point to the conclusion that fresh air and pi-oper medical supervision 
are of much greater impoi tance than a fine climate. Dr. Arthur Lathnn 
says, “All patients should he treated under the same climatic condi* 
iinn as those which they are likely to experience in their subsequent 
life.” ' I 

S<» I do not understand why the Government, rather the medico) 
adviser to the Government, is laying so much stress on climate neg* 
lectiiig the most Important point, that is. whether the sanuioriuni 
will he easily accessible to the |>eople and whether it will benefit the 
pofiier classes ot people which. I presume, is the desire of the donor. 

So if the Government really de.sire to look to the interest of the people 
they shouhl try to fin<l out some place preferably near Calcutta or why 
not give this whole amount to Jadahpur Tuberculosis Hospital which 
is doing a very good work. They are in need of 4^ lakhs of lupees, 
hut the Government have given only Hs. 1,36,000. Instead of fritter- 
ing away money little here and little there, it w’onld lie much better if 
the Government would concentrate its attention to one which is very 
Iwidly in need of funds and make it an ideal sanatorium and then extend 
to some other place or if the Government really wants to have a 
climatic sanatorium in the hills, there is already one in Kurseong 
started by Ilai liahadur S. B. Dey. I think it would be much better 
to help this sanatorium and extend it, if necessary, and to wait and 
sec how thi.s climatic sanatorium works instead of doing the injustice 
of forcing something on the f)eople which they do not want ot all. 

The Government is quite aware of the fact how very vehemently the 
people of Darjeeling, pnrticulaily the public of Kalirnpong, when a 
site was selected there, protested in several mass meetings in some of 
which Sir B. P. Singh Roy, the ITon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Dejiartnient, was present and submitted memorials to Hi* 
Excellency. When the Birkmyre site wa.s selected the tenant.* of the 
development area submitted a separate memorial to His Excellency. 

It was in 1919 when the tenants, the hill people of the development 
area, were driven out from there and nearly 4 square miles of land was 
ac«]uired and it was declared by the Government that it would be open 
for residential purposes. If a T.B. sanatorium is established any- 
where in Kalirnpong now, the Government will be deceiving the public 
by attracting them to invest lot.* of money in buildings and other pro- 
peHie*.! Jt will be oertainly a question of life asi^ death to our people. 
The hill people nre very very susceptible to this disease. It will offeci 
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mt .ftnljr tb* M of KBlimpoufc but tbe whole of fibutau, jSibkiQI^ 
and Tibat as Ealimpong is tbe centre of wool trade from Tibet, 
Thousands of Tibetana come to Kalimpong every year and these are 
people who will be affected most on account of their dirty habit ,af 
living. This disease will spread like wild fire throughout the distrM* 
Oovernment gives us an assurance that they will take every care »pt 
to allow anybody infected with this disease to go up. But I wondtr 
how it is possible to restrict people from going up there. It is physi* 
cally impossible to examine every one who goes to Darjeeling. I hove 
a copy of the letter by Dr. Cousins of Almora sanatorium, who writes 
that since the establishment of the sanatorium there, every house has 
been infected with this disease. The sanatorium itself may not be 
very dangerous but the influx of patients who will go there and reside in 
the town ie the most dangerous thing. 

Lastly, Sir, perhaps the raeniberM of this House are tjuite aware that 
Darjeeling was kept excluded from Bengal on account of its backward- 
ness in every re8i>ect. It has been partially included since 193T under 
the new constitution. When it was included we were given very high 
hopes and we thought that something very beneficial to ameliorate the 
wretched condition of the poor people of Darjieeling would be done, we 
expected that some climatic college not only for the benefit of 
hundreds of hill boys who cannot affoni to come down for higher studies 
but also for the benefit of the whole of Bengal would be started, we 
expected that free compulsory primary education would be introduced 
to remove the illiteracy of tbe masses, we expected that some big 
industrial institute would l)e started in a place like Kalimpong which 
is a very big trade cenire for w’ool, oranges, cardamons, etc., to solve 
tbe problem of unemployment, we expected that some ix)sts in the pro- 
vincial and all the Government sendees would be reserved for us in 
consideration to our services and loyalty to tbe Government, but to our 
utter disapix)intment we find that the Government proposes to give us 
the most terrible disease the tuberculosis. Are we to regard this as 
the first morsel of dalvai that the iwpular Ministry proposes to usP 
We, hill people, are still very very backward and as such we require 
special care and pi'otection by tbe Government. It has been always 
the policy of the British Government to protect the interest of the 
beck ward and minority communities and I ho|»e this policy u ill be 
followed. We have been neglected very much. I don’t find anywhere 
in the budget any provision made for the uplift of the backward people 
of Darjeeling excepting a paltry sum of Rs. 10,000 the capital grant 
for the Nepali Girl School in Darjeeling. I don’t think we hill 
people specially the Gurkhas who have been loyal to the Government all 
along are to be ignored in this way. The Gurkha nation is a great 
asset to the whole of dLndia. Time may come when their services will 
be needed most. I can hardly believe that any nation without the 
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f llluBd it can thrive. I, therefore, earnestly ap>pflR<l the Govern- 
■mill jw$t to give up <he idea of esiablishing any sanatmum ih Dar- 
jiling Inhere the people are very susceptible to tltis disease on account 
of their had mode of living and not to inject this fell disease into ue 
and spoil the only beautiful hill station and the health resort for all 
people of Bengal and India and which has been described the 
**Qtieen pf the Hills” by Sir John Anderson, the ex-Govemor of 
Bei^l. 

Khili iaiiadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sii, I rise to lend 
my support to the criticism which has b«^en expressed about the 
inadequacy of medical provision for the rural areas in Bengal. 

We, Sir, are always fond of talking of the hungry millions, but 
very often we are content to do little else. This is all the more 
surprising in view of the fart that in the House the vast majority of 
members owe their position to the suffrage of these very people and th# 
Government, which is only an Executive Committee of this House, is in 
the end entirely dependent upon the votes of these hungry, illiterate 
and |)overty-8triken masses who drag on a weary existence from day to 
day. 

We und. Sir, that for the whole of Bengal only Rs. 3,33,000 are 
provided for supplying medicine to the people of the rural areas, as 
opposed to about Rs. Iti lakhs for the people of one city of Calcutta. 
And what is worse is that these Rs. 3} lakhs for the rural areas are 
sjient in a way that gives tlie least benefit for the greatest proportion 
of the people concerned. 

Speaking from my j>ersonal experience as Chairman of the Bogra 
District Board, I know of unions in the district which cannot boast of 
a single dispensary of even the most rudimentary type. I would go 
further and say that even in some thanas the provision of roedieal relief 
is of the most teneous kind. In Bogra there are thanas which have 
only one dispensary for the whole area, and when we remember that the 
area of the thana is about 400 scjuare miles one (an easily understand 
what one dispensary to an area of 400 square miles means in terms of 
relief to those who really need it. 

{ should not he extravagant and do not claim that io>morrow there 
should be a fully equipped dispensary in every village, though I must 
say that it should be the ideal towards which we must work. And I 
must say further that it is the duty of the State to see that every single 
citisen of the State receives adequate medical help when he or she 
needs it. But I shall not he extravagant, as I have already said, bat 
would only say that with a little more of planning and carefully 
organised scheme, we could with these slender resources, which wo 
possess to>day give far better service than is at present the case. 
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Tlie*^ are in Denpral 4,7*38 Union Boards, and if tlie Government'^ ini 
at ffiviitff one unit dispensary to eorh Union Board, and with a doi'tot 
for every <liree sucK units n*e would r«|uire 4.738 unit dis|HfiiH«riea 
forming 1,57D or roughly 1,GD0 circuits with like amount of circuit 
doc't<»rs. 

Kuch unit dispensary (both central and branch) would be aftendc<l 
twice a week by a pair of medical officer and conijumnder who would 
have their quarters at tlie site of the central dispensary. The central 
dispensary may l)e equippecl with all necessary medicines, sundries and 
instruments, while the branch dispensaries would he equipped with 
meiliciues for the common diseases only. 

The cost of maintaining each such circuit would be — 


Per year. 
Its. 

Doctor — Salary Its. 30 plus allowance Rs. 10, i.e., 

Ks. 40 per mouth ... 480 

Compounder — Salary Rs. 12 plus allowance Rs. 3, 

i.e., Rs. 15 per mensem ... 180 

Contingency — Rs. 0 per month ... 72 

Allowance for servants for branch disj)ensarie8 at 

Rs. 3 to Rs. 6 per mensem ... 72 

Medicines for central dispensary ... 350 

Medicine for two branch dispensaries ... 2tl0 


Total 1,354 


Roughly speaking we would require about Rs. 1.400 for each 
dreuit. Therefore, for 1,000 circuits we wtiuld require a sum of 
[Is. 22,40,000. In other words a sum of Rs. 221 lakhs could bring 
nedical relief and aid within the reach of every single iiihahitaiit of 
the province. And what is astounding is that the District Boanls s|iend 
Rs. 10,35,212 and Union Boards Rs, 1,91,045 f«»r this purpose which 
together total a sum of about Rs. 18J lakhs. So what is really wanted 
is, Sir, that the ivsources of these various bfalies should he inaded 
together and a coutprehensive scheme along the lines suggested, drown 
lip lu eollahoratiou with, local bodies so that instead of having isoluteil 
dispensaries scattered in haphazard fashion ti systematic dbtnhtitic*i 
of liifpensariel be ’^kde so that it may be {lossibli^ to hulW’ioiie iikit 
dispensary in each ntiioo of the province. ' 
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> Mr«IIIRZA ABDUL HAFIZi Mr. Speaker, Sir, f rise to aupport 
the niotkin of Dr. S. C. Mukherji. For tbe year 1938-3J), Ks*. i?0,t^,UOO 
more ha® been estimated for mediiiiie and public®heallb than for tbe 
year 1937-M8. Of this amount, Ks. G,.30,0iK) is for mediiine and aiwut 
Ks. 14 laklis for Public Health. It is a credit to the Hou*ble Minister 
and bis colleagues too. 

But, Sir, how much of this amount of Rs. 58,92,000 may be spent 
for the purpose of common mass living in the luufussil who form uliout 
80 per cent, of the population and how much for the people living in 
big towns like Calcutta who are generally in murb better position than 
those mentioned above; how much on an average for the Muslim com- 
munity who form some 5G per cent, of the population, and how much 
for other comiminitit^s, are the points that generally stiike everyhotly. 

Sir, when we think of all these points in the budget, we become 
disappointed. My Calcutta friends may accuse me of Jiiy tinsympnt belie 
talk and topic, but, Sir, it is an un])leasant hitter pill to swallow. 
May I remind those friends tliat the overwhelming majority of their 
representation (<» this House and Upper fiom the niufassil is sufficiently 
solid ground and justification of their rightful claim. We want ^ 
equity and jiistic(‘ as far as possil)!e and practicable. The mufassil 
people suffer much for want of the clieapcr type of dispensaries. Fur 
to speak of every union, there are a large number of thanus without a 
single dispensary while for the establishment charges, for the allow- 
ances and contingencies and for the injudicious high salaries of the 
officers unparallelled to any otlier country beyond our own exhaint the 
last unit of coin of the resources. Sir, the sujierlluities here while the 
inadequate provision for the rural Bengal is the most striking point of 
contrast to mark and redress. 

Sir, the Muslims are the worst sufferers from their legitimate share 
in that huge amount as they are not projierly represented, far to speak 
of ade(iiiately, in the defjartnient. In this respect I beg to draw your 
attention to the fact that the Muslims scarcely get any sympathy and 
even-handed justice even from some European higli officials. I do not 
find any reason. Sir, I crave your indulgence at this opportunity to 
remind those English and European high officers of this department and 
others too if they are so, that they have done inhuman injustice to fhe 
Muslim community for over a century and a half by trampling under 
foot their just, rightful, and ciiuitahle claim. Will they still go on 
without showing any sympathy to them? Are they led by their free 
conscience or by the whims of their non-Muslim and non-Eurt)pean 
subordinates? Or are they void of their inherent sympathy for the 
lIuslimsF 1 believe not. 

It gfves me viuch pain in saying this. I hope I shall ntfl be mis* 
onderstood and misinterpreted. • 
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fiir, tlie country where the people eTen aowaduj'B hardly know the 
tmpertaaee of vaccinatioD, sanitation, etc., where the people owing to 
their dire ignorancerof preliminary knowledge of first aid to accidenta, 
epidemic, cholera, smallpox, malaria, kala-azar, etc., are devoured |qr 
milliona per year, and where 98 per cent, of the population are ignornnt 
and illiterate, how will you elevate that country to a proper levalP 
How will you eradicate the very root of fell diseases and epidemic if 
some all-provincial st-heme of adult education which is a subject* 
matter 0 education and finance, is not introduced in every district, hy 
sid 9 of your heart and soul attempt for combating those diseases. 

(The meml)er having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to support, the cut motion of Dr. Mukherji. The medical administiatjon 
of Bengal is a heavy one. Out of 58 lakhs that is allotted this year, 17 
lakhs will go to the pockets of the officers as pay and 9 lakhs will go 
to the pockets of 127 officers including I.M.S. officers and other higher 
officers. Pay of the establishment is nearly 7 lakhs, and contract con- 
tingencies under that head 4 lakhs. And really the major portion of 
the money is spent for the Upper Services. But when the question of 
rural relief comes, there is no money. There are 47 hospitals in 
Calcutta and Government spends for these hospitals nearly 18 lakhs 
and for the rural liospitals nearly one thousand four hundred in number, 
Government spend only 4 lakhs. That is the proportion of the Medical 
Administration in Bengal. 

Now let us compare the two Colleges the Belgachia Medical College 
managed by the Bengalis and the Calcutta Medical College managed 
hy the Europeans, l^et us see the financial position and the beds and 
JTB will realise the position. In the Calcutta Medical College there are 
nearly 7 hundred beds and there are yearly 18 thousand indoor patients 
and 170 thousand out-door patients treated. Government contribute 8 
lakhs and odd and the expenditure of that institution is nearly 11 lakhs ; 
whereas in the Belgachia Medical College there are 398 beds 7 thousand 
indoor patients and 70 thousand out-door jmtients are treated and the 
^st of administration is Rs. 3,36,900. The most pitiable condition is 
this. Ooverniueut contribution in 1935 for that Institution was very 
meagre, namely, 35 thousand, so that the big college where so many 
graduates are coming out of the same and who are rendering yeoman 
service are being negle ted by Government and they are treated other- 
wise, whereas they-should have got much help from the medical author* 

T^^t us come to the picture of the villages. There are 5 thousand 
unions in Bengal and there 11 hundred dispensaries including th(He 
aided by District Boards and Union Boards and the major |M,rlion of 
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lunlli is being met by the local bodies as the grant is 

very poar* In some cases the yearly grant id 40 or bO rupee*. Is it 
not adding injury to the insult? The grant of Re. 4(^ to 60 is very poor, 
consider that there are 6 thousand beds in mufassil whereas in Calcutta 
we have got 4 thousand beds. The expenditure ratio is this. Govern- 
ment spend 60 per cent, in Calcutta, whereas it is only 10 per cent, in 
mufassil. So long the hospitals were managed by the local bodies, i.e., 
by the public. Now those days are gone. It is now the bounden duty 
of Government to maintain all the institutions as far as possible and 
Government is the custodian of the life of the people. I^et us see what 
is the health of the people. So many thousands of people are dying 
because of the lack of proper medical 

(Here the member having readied the time-limit resumed his seat). 

Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: May I draw the attention of the House 
to the Grants for Medical purposes enumerated on page 273 of the 
Civil Budget Estimate. 

The figures compel me to ask for a statement of Government's policy 
about nursing staffs. 

1 speak from memory of past Budgets, but the figure of Rs. 11,300 
as the grant for Government pupil nurses and dais seems to me so 
familiar as to be correct. You will find that the revised budget 
estimate for 1937-38 was raised to Rs. 15,000 yet the budget estimate 
for 1938-39 is only Rs. 3,700 under this head. 

It is not iny intention to harass the Department, nor do I expect 
wonders to be worked at the end of a year, with the many calls from 
various directions for financial relief. But it is obvious that there has 
been some error or omission in arriving at the alarmingly reduced figure 
of Rs. 3,700 and I trust that the Minister will speedily rectify this. 

Turning to the grant to the Calcutta Nursing Institution, I see the 
Budget estimate to be Rs. 1,17,400. It has been customary I admit to 
vote Rs. 1 lakh, knowing full well that additional grants would have to 
be made during the year (for example the grant for 1936 was one lakh, 
but there had to be made an additional grant of Rs. 50,000). I do not 
see any purpose in (continuing the custom of piecemeal grants. The 
revised estimate for 1937-38 shows Rs, l,8f),300 and it is obvious that 
Bs. 1,17,400 will not be adequate for 1938-39. 

To meet the situation in 1933, an authoritative and representative 
committee considered that Rs. 2 lakhs should be granted. If it was so 
them, it is certainly more than ever needed now'. May I ask the 
Minister to take an early opportunity of inviting this House to vote an 
additional grant of rupees one lakh. This would enable the CalcuHa 
Nurses Institution to calculate a programme of etpenditure for the 
year, and lor the immediate future 1 advocate th*^ the basis of the 
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Budfr^t gfAnt 1)6 mpees tiro lakhs, instead of rupees one lakh with 
conse(|uent nddifiouul grants. 

The time at iiiyMisposal will not allow me to deal with the working 
hours of llie nurses in the Medical College Group of Hospitals, but 
when I cite the following instances the House will realise the laborious 
nature of the work. 

In one instance, there is night duty extending from 14 to 21 nights, 
neressitating the nurse to he ready to take over charge of her duties 
irt 7-45 p.in. and being relieved at C-?10 next morning. In actual 
practice she is not relieved then, for the handing over of a ward 
requires a further half an hour at least. 

In tlie case of the Maternity Hospital I understand that the nurses 
in training after night duty are not permitted to retire until 10 a.ni. 
as tliey are expected to attend the labour room should they be sum- 
moned, as in the course of their training they are called upon to 
witness a minimum of 100 cases. So that a nurse in training in the 
Eden Hospital having gone on duty at 8 p.m. is not actually free until 
10 a.m. — a period of 14 hours. 

Hut her exertion does not end there. She has to he in uniform again 
at 0-00 p.m. either to answer summons to the Labour Room or attend 
Iwtures. It surely then was no overstatement wlien I declared recently 
that the requirements of a nurse in training, under present conditions, 
where the physicpie of an Amazon, the tem])croment of an Archangel 
and the ability of a Graduate — a rare combination and not likely to be 
attracted to the Medical College training ground. 

That is the prospect of n Maternity Nurse in Calcutto, and if you 
expect her to work for long hours in a overcrowded hospital you ore 
expecting the impossible. I surely did not make any exaggerated 
statement when I last spoke in this House — 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit, resumed 
Lis seat). 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall now call upon the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge to reply, because we shall have to close the debate shortlyC 

Mltllvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, will you allow me to move 
my motion ? 

Mr. JOOitH 6NANDRA CUPTA: Sir, I should like fo imgge^t 
that Matdvi Ahmed Ali Mridha should be allowed to move hia lAOtiom, 
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^ ' ' 

und <lig| tlie Hon’ble Minister may be called ]upoa to reply to tbe 
debate* ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not mind that. I bope, Mr. MriJha, you 
will be very brief. 

Mauiwi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Yes, Sir, I shall be very 
brief. 

Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 50,92,600 required for 
expenditure un«ler tlie bead “38 — Medical** be reduced by Ks. 100 
(desirability to establish village dispensaries one in each union). 

When we read page 20 of tlie statement of the Tlon'ble Finonce 
Minister we find that Ks. 10,000 has been provided for the establish- 
ment of village dispensaries. 

Sir, wider franchise has brought us in touch with tlie poorer 
sections of the people. Flection manifestoes of even the most 
reactionary members contained promises of doing good to the rural 
masses. In fact only those who could impress the villagers by 
prinuises, true or false, have come here to legislate and to discuss the 
budget of Bengal. 

The Ooverument is there; it is felt by the people. But howP 
They surely feel the presence of the police. The Ihikimn are olso 
there to as.sert themselves from time to time. But the average villager, 
who exercises the right of voting, does not feel the existence of the 
Government in anything else. 

The villager knows the Zemindars and the tenure-holders. They 
tyrannize, and the people feel their presence. The Ilon'hle Mr. 
Fazlul Huq and we made promises to relieve their distress in reducing 
the zemindary zoolv'rn, and we have by a majonty shelved the 
problem — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Mridba, you should confine 
your remarks to the motion under discussion. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Yes, Sir, I will do so. 

Hereafter the Revenue Commission, and not we, shall bother over 
the lot of the rural people in the matter of tenancy legislation and 
land revenue system. Our leose of four years — more properly three 
years — will expire before the mountain after its labour will produce 
the proverbial mouse. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. T am sorry, f hare to warn you 
again to confine yourself strictly to the motion yo^ are moxitig. 
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Mauivi AHMED ALi MRIDHA: Then I may say, Sir^* fbat 
poor men of the villages have got to have patience and their neei 
will be provided foi — this will probably be the reply from the Treasur 
Benches ; I do not know what will be the reply of our fiienii 
supporting the present Government. 

I am not a visionary, Sir. I manage my owp household, 
manage some public bodies though they are small ones. 

I know how money can fee diverted from one Lead to anoihei 
Money came in torrents. There was a windfall. Two croree o 
rupees could have been very easily saved and applied for giving relie 
to the poor of the villages. The normal business of the country conb 
go on as inerily as ever. Provision for the problems of the village 
could be made even then. Money is scattered right and left even nof 
for adding more comforts to the people of the cities and the towns 
which could lie better utilized for giving relief to the dum!b millions o 
the village. For them the problems ai*e not too many. Two of tbei 
pro.blains have already been tackled! No further amendment oi 
tenancy legislation — no Primary Education without taxation — is lh< 
verdict already given — no matter they are steeped in ignorance au<i 
are unable to feel that they are men— unable to feel that they have i 
riglit to live ! !! 

They <are dying in numbers never knowing that malaria, Kala>azar, 
cholera, and other pestilential diseases are both previntcble and 
euiwble. 

Little water, a little medicine are the outstanding crying needs of 
the country. If Government had a little imagiuition they could 
slove both these problems satisfactorily by this budget. Money for 
these purposes could easily be found. The question is not one of 
money but whether you have imagination for the purpose, and whether 
your talk of village uplift is sincere or not. The hopes held out by 
the Hon’blc Minister are somewhat reassuring though not fully satis- 
factory. It is not known, however, when these unsatisfactory 
assurances will he implemented. 

Patching, cobbling, or tinkering in thousand places permeate the 
budget from page to page. But none of the items go to benefit the 
rural folk. I shall be glad — I shall be satisfied if the Ministry will 
show me one single item in their budget which goes directly to benefit 
the average villager. 

With these w^rds, Sir, I am trying my best to impress on the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge the desirability of establishing village dis- 
pensaries one in each Union. 

TIm Hoii’lile Mr’ SYED NAUSHER ALI: I shall try to be bHefi 

Sir. I will only tbuch upon the points that have been raised by tiie 
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hoiK^uitlde memlbers speaking on this demand and also on the cut 
motiona. The cut motion moved hy Maulana Md. Maniruaeaman 
Tsbmakadi has ra'sed the point of taking price, ^if 1 am correct in 
naihg that expression, for medicine dispensed to outdoor patienii. 1 
am afraid I have not been quite clear in my mind as to what he meant 
hy saying that charges are made when patients go to outdoor dispell* 
series for medicines. It may he one of two things, or it may he both. 
It may be that he was referring to the so-called ticket fees charged by 
mulassil dispensaries when patients go to the dis|)ensario8 for treat- 
ment and medical advice. It may also mean that charges are some* 
times made for very costly medicines in sjiecial treatment of certain 
diseases. I may say at once that so far as medicines dispensed to 
outdoor patients in State hospitals are concerned, no chargee ore 
generally made. It is only in the case of very costly medicines which 
are not stocked in the outdoor dispensaries that ])atients are sometimes 
advised to purchase these medicines. Of course when these medicines 
are purchast'd and brought, free service is rendered. 1 understand) 
so far as my information goes, this ]>ractice prevails not only over the 
whole of India Ibut over the whole world. The reason appears to be 
simply obvious. If in outdoor dispensaries all these costly medicines 
were to l»e stored, tlien it will he simply impossible for any Govern- 
ment or aiiylw.dy to carry on the medical administration. Secondly^ 
there is this objection that people who can afford to pay will take 
advantage of it without making any payment. The other thing 
referred to, namely, ihat charges are made os ticket fees by dispensary 
authorities in the mufassil, I nni aware that in some dis|)en8ai ies 
levies are made which vary from one pice to one anna from patients 
when they go to dispensaries for treatment; but this is always subject 
to the rule, I think the statutory rule *38 of the rules, that indigent and 
poor patients are always to be exempted from this fee. It may be 
stated that the poor generally do not get exemption, whereas the rich 
do get exemption. This is a matter which relates to malpruct!ce8 and 
in spite of efforts on the part of us all I think you cannot eradicate 
it until and unless public opinion has grown on this point very strong. 
Now, it is entirely in the discretion of the Imal bodies, and I am 
afraid Government cannot do more than what they have already done. 
In this matter if it be desired that it should be prohibited by legisla- 
tion or by statutory rules, I am afraid the first objection will come 
from the local bodies themselves, because it may have the effect of 
closing down many of the dispensaries. So that is my submission 
with regard to the cut motion moved by Maulana Md. ManiruExaman 
laWmabadi. 

He has made one suggestion, namely, to pnt a cut to the pay of 
the medical officers who get pay and ore also allo^fed private practice 
hy which, he says they earn a good deal of moi^y. It is not my 
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duty Iiere either to defend or to sny whether the pay that the medical 
officem get is exorbitant or not, but all that 1 fth^mld like to point 
out is that because they are allowed prirate practice they are given 
much less pay than men of other seivices. Therefore, I think that (he 
proposal made in the cut motion is not a feasible one and is not in the 
best interests of the country at large, though I fully sympathise with 
the Mauluna Saheb in his desire to do good to the pour oud in his 
earnest desire to see that the poor peojde get medical relief free. 

Conning now to the speech of Dr. S. C. Mukherji, I do not for a 
moment dispute the picture that be has drawn of the suffering of the 
p(K)r people in the inufassil. The picture in my opinion has not in 
the least been overdrawn — rather it errs on the other side. But th© 
point is not that : the point is as to how to solve the problem and 1 
ran only sny that since I came in office, 1 have been trying my best to 
find out myself how to solve this problem of medical relief of the 
mosses of Bengal, and in my humble way 1 have arrived at certain 
conclusions which have already been embodied in the shape of a 
scheme and that is being further examined in detail. I weh'ome any 
suggestion from any honourable member of this House including Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed AH to supply me with a definite scheme which 
I assui-e the njeml>ers of the House will be duly considered at the 
time of framing any comprehensive scheme for the medical lelief of 
the masses of Bengal. 

Pr. Mukherji has dealt with various problems, — of the provision of 
X-ray in Sadar hospitals, of provision for tulberculosis patients, 
segregation, if possible, of tubercular patients, of leprosy and so on 
and so forth. I may say at once that all these matters have engaged 
my attention and in fact on all these points some decision had already 
been arrived at. So far ns Sadar hospitals are concerned, I think 
X-ray plant has already been installed in 13 out of 26 district hospitals 
and the rest I hope will have X-ray plant in the course of a short 
time. As regards lul)erculosis, I have already made my statement, but 
the problem of segregation of tubercular patients doas not seem to be 
a practical proposition for the time being. However that will be 
looked into very carefully. 

So for os Leprosy is concerned, we have got a scheme for it and 
ther? is a provision in the budget to the extent of Rs. 50,000 for this 
purpose. 

Coining to the speech of Mr. Damber Singh Gurung about the loca- 
tion of the cliinafic sanitarium, he has pleaded that it should not be 
established in Darjeeling, bt-couse it mnv adversely affect the Darjeeling 
people and that it may suitably he established somewhere near Calcutta 
and he has also made a suggestion that the whole money may be given 
to the dadabpur llospitai. In the first place I may assure him at 
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<mee the eonditioji of this donation is that the ttilberculosis aani- 
tarium ahould be established in Bengal at the best site ayailaible and 
€k>yernment have been on the look out for a pretty long time to find 
out the most suitable site in Bengal. This is a matter on which I 
doubt whether my opinion sliould prevail or the opinion of Mr. Guratl|f 
—the opinion of the experts, in my humble opinion, should prenil. 
I may assure the Hoii’ble meml)er that if it is decided to establish a 
climatic sanitarium in Darjeeling due precaution will he taken that the 
health of Darjeeling people does not suffer on account of the establish- 
ment of the sanitarium. On the other hand, our experts have advised 
and 1 agree with them that the establishment of n climatic sanitarium 
in Darjeeling where the incidence of tulbercular infection is of a high 
degree at present, will l>e a definite blessing to Darjeeling, provided 
of course suitable clinics be established there and Government have 
decided that wherever this sanitarium may be established, there will 
be a clinic attached to it for the treatment of the lo(‘al people. If it 
be established in the Hills, due care will l>e taken for the treatment of 
the hill people. I may also state that effective steps will l)e taken to 
see that infection does not spread in the locality where this sanitarium 
may be estalhlished. I think I have already spoken about Khan Baha- 
dur Mohammed All’s suggestion. 

C/oining n()H to Mirza Hafiz Sahib 1 regret to say that I have not 
been able U) hear him, and consequently 1 cannot reply to him. 

So far a.s Dr. Gohind ('haiulra Bliowmick is coiK-erned he has made 
a wmparison between the medi<!al relief in Calcutta and the medical 
relief in the mufassil. He lias also spoken something a'lM)ut the 
contrast between the cost of Medical College and the Carmichael (/ollege 
complaining at the same time that suitable grant has not Ix^en made 
to the Carmichael C^ollege. 1 think I have made a statement with 
regard to the expenditure in Calcutta and outside Calcutta and in fact 
it is not (juite correct to say that the Calcutta hospitals are meant only 
for Calcutta people. They are provincial hospitals and the jieople of 
the whole province are treated there. As a matter of fact they are 
provincial concerns. 

As for the (‘annichael (Vdlege, I am informed that there is a recur- 
ring grant of Bs. 62,(100 i>er year and wo have given a grant of 
Rs. 1,50,000 for the establishment of a Maternity Ward, to save the 
institution from disaffiliation, half of which was provided for last yoar 
and ihe other half has been provided in this year’s budget. 

Coining to^the arguments of Mr. Armstrong— 

Mr/IMMltls Ton hmrt kbMy tikm Ifi lUnntM. 1 bap§ jm 
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Tll« Hofl’llie Mr. tYED NAUSHER ALI: Four points have been 
raised. First, he has said that the provision for pupil nurses has beau 
reduced. This is not the fact. A difference in the system of accounting 
has placed the sura from one place to another. There has been no 
reduction whatsoever under this head. 

As regards the question of the provision for the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses’ Institute, I can say that there has been a serious omission in the 
budget. But Government will find another Rs. 58,000 for this institute, 
provided of course the Calcutta Corporation give Rs. 12,000 and I hope 
the Calcutta Corporal ion will give that amount. 

As regards the request for a further grant, namely, that there should 
be an increased grant of Rs. 2 lakhs, I am afraid in this matter I cannot 
concede in view of the decision which had been arrived at last year, just 
before the present Government came into power, by Sir John Woodhead 
who took into consideration every one of the facts and then came to the 
definite conclusion that this institution should get Rs. 1,7(),(X)0 includ- 
ing the Rs. 12,000 to be paid by the Calcutta Corporation and that this 
arrangement should continue for five years and no deviation should be 
made in this arrangement during that period. 

As regards the working hours, I will look into this matter. 

As regards the pupil nurses, I am told the figures given by Mr. 
Armstrong are not correct. It is not Rs. 3 that they get, hut the pay 
varies from Rs. 15 to something which I do not remember noM’. I hope, 
however, I will look into the matter very carefully, and will have a talk 
with Mr. Amstroijg in this matter. 

Coming to the question raised by Muulvi Ahmed Ali Mridba, 1 have 
already made a statement to the effect that Government have decided 
to see that medical relief is available to the remote.st part of the country 
and the only thing that I would like to tell him is that so long as that 
scheme cannot be put into operation and so long as the present system 
of grant to village dispensaries continues. Government will see that not 
a single deserving institution is deprived of this grant. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Who will decide if they are 
deserving? 

The Hon’ble Mr. EYED NAU8HER ALI: The local officers and 
District Boards. These institutions have got to be established under 
the present system by the local bodies or private individuals. 1 have 
already said that so long as the present system continues, we have got 
to be guided by the conditions of the system. A local body of a 
generous person starts a dispensary and then it is reported on as 1>eing 
efficiently run, by the Civil Surgeon, which report is sent up ^by. the 
IHsIriot Magistrate through the Commissioner with a requ^t^ fbr a 
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grant and Government give a grant. I can say, perhaps, that so far as 
the current year is concerned, we have given grants on all the appUoa- 
tions that we received with the recommendation of*the local officers and 
the District Boards, and I hope we will be able to provide for every one 
of the institutions which will be so recommended by the local officials 
for the next year. I think I cannot go further than that so long as the 
present system continues. 

I think I have finished and I commend m> motion for the demand to 
the acceptance of this House. 

The motion of Maulanu Md. Mauiruzzuman Islamabadi that the 
demand under the head “32 — Medical” l>e reduced by ll«. 100 was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand under 
the head “32 — Medical” !>© reduced by Hm. 100 was then put and lost. 

The inotiun of Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha that the demand under 
the head “32 — Medical” l>e reduced by ICs. 100 was then put and a 
division called. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Si)eaker, may I draw your attention 
to the fact that Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta has gone over to that side 
and i.s talking with the niembers and canvassing their sujjport ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta has done that, there 
is Mr. Shahabuddin of the Coalition Party who is engaged in doing 
the same! (Laughter.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir Bijoy Prosad Singh 
Roy is also similarly engaged over there, Sir. 

The division was taken with the following result : 

AYES. 

Sarnia. Sala Sraailiart. 

Saraia. Mr. Saifallt 
Saraiaa, taka Ikraaia PrtMtf. 

Saia, Mr. taatask KaaMr. 

BhawMili. Of. SaMaSa SkaaSra. 

SItwai, Mr. tartakra Satk. 

Sata. Mr. karat Okaaira. 
kkaknMartf, Baka Saraakra Sarafta. 
ekakrakartjr, Mr. kattakra Salk. 

ifcfc ■ Si ■ ■ ■ MfciiMM 

vMYlPpWVgVgk Biaa MNvipMMHi 

Okaakkarl, Sal Maftakra Salk. 

Oat, Oaka MaMai Skaakra. 

Oaa, Baka ftakkaaalk. 

Oat Sasla, taka Kkaftakra Satk. 
Oaiea|rta,Or.k.M. 

Oat Sairta, Mr. Bar al k ra OaSl. 

OaMa, Mr, Okiraaita SMk. 

OiM, Mr. MataaSra. • 


Akkal Malaai, Kkaa Sakakar kyak. 

Akkal MaUai, Maafti. 

ANal MajM. Maalvi. 

Akkal Wakak. Maalvi. 

Aka Maatala karkar. Maalvi. 

Akil ran, Mr. Mk. 

Atkaryya Skaakkary, Makarafa katM Kiata. af 
Maklatka, MyaMattaf k. 

Aflak AS,Mr. 

AkaMk AS Mrlkka. Maahrl. 

AkaaM Kkaa, Mr. kyak. 

Atlaiakkia AkaMk, Mr. 

Sa aar l at, Or. kaittk Skaakra . 

Saaarlaa. Mr. OraaMika Katk, 

•aktrita, Mr. t ika atk. 

S«M^ Mr. 0. 

•MMAilir.|iA|aMya. 
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Mte aMptot mm Mira. 

Mia Manaitfar, Mr. MfeamiMi. 
iMiaiat Mafaa, Kaai. 
faalar Kafcaaa (Haklaar), Mr. 

Mata, Mr. Alai KrMiaa. 
glataPMa AkaMtf, Mr. 

•toMMIa Aliaiai OkaaMianr, Alfea^ 

•iliai tarwar Naaaiai, Mr. tfcali tyaa. 
•aawaail, Mr. Taltl ehaaira. 

•apte« Mr. Jagath Okaaira. 
tapla, Mr.4. M. 

Naaaa All Ckawikarf, Mr. Sfai. 
NIaialilagka, Mr. Prakkaaaral. 

Jalklaiila HatNaiy. Mr. 

Jaaak All Majaaikar, Maahri. 

Ibumk All Miraa. tajlkaaka Kavaa Jak kfaa. 
Kkaa, Mr. Oakaaira LaH. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Kaaka, Mr. NtsMIka Natk. 

MatiaMla Akaui, Dr. 

Mam, Mr. Nikaaja iakari. 

MaHra, Mr. taraaira Makaa. 

Ma|li AkwaHa Kaaiar. 

Malaaiiar, Mra. Haaiaprava. 

Maaaaiiar, Mr. iiraakra Natk. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Okaaira. 

Maakal, Mr. kaftaira Natk. 

Maakal, Mr. Krlikaa Praaak. 

Maalraitaaiaa lilaaiaNtfi, Maalaaa Mk. 
Mafkaf Naaala, Mr. 
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Makaaiaiak IkraUa^ MaaM. 

Makarji. Mr. DMraakra Harayaa. 

Makkarjaa, Mr. D. 

Makkarji. Or. N. 0. 

Makkarii, Dr. tkarat Dkaakra. 

MalHak, krijat Askataak. 

Maitafa All Daaraa, MaalvL 
Naakar, Mr. Naai Okaakra. 

Pala, Mr. Daraka Praaaaaa. 

NaaiisakkiB Akaiak, Mr. 

Nay. Daka PaOraai. 

Nay, Mr. Okara Okaakra. 

Nay, Mr. Kaaialkriakaa. 

Nay. Mr. Klrfa taakar. 

Nay, Mr. Klakarl Natl. 

Nay, Mr. Maaiaatfca Natk. 

Nay, Nal Dakakar Kikirak Okaakra. 
taaaallak. Al-Naj Maalaaa Dr. 

•aayal. Dr. NaNaakika. 
iaayal, Mr. lataaka takkar. 

•aa, Daka Nagaakra Natk. 

Ikakakalf, Mr. 
tkaanakkla Akiaak. Mr. M. 

Ilaka, krlJat Maalakra Dkataa. 
lar, Mr. Naraakra Kaiaar. 

Taaiiiakkia Kkaa. Maalvi. 

Yaaiaf Mina. 

Vataf All Ckaakkary, Mr. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Akkal Afla, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akkal lari, Maalvi. 

AkkM Natl. Mr, Mina. 

Akkal Matt Mia, Mr. 

AMal Haklai VIkraaipari, Maalvi Mk. 

Akkal Naailk. Mr. A. M. 

Akkal kakkar, Maalvi. 

Akkal kakkar Nalwaa, Mr. Mk. 

Akkal Kakar, Mr. 

Akkal Karlia. Mr. 

Akkal UtH KItaraa, Maalvi. 

Akkal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

i^kar Nakaiaa, Kkaa Dakakar A. F. M. 

Akkar Nakaiaa tMkiai. Mr. 

Akkar NaackM MakaM, Mr. 

Akkar Natkaak, Maalvi Mk. 

Akkar Naaf, Kkaa iakik Maalvi 0. 

Akkar Naal, Mr. tfcak. 

Akkar Naaaak. Maalvi. 

Akkaa ikakaak, Maalvi Mk. 

AkWar Naia Okawkkary, Kkaa Dakakar. 
Akal Naakiai. Maahri. 

Akal Naaala, Mr. Akaiak. 

A|a| Qvaaaai, Maalvi. 

Allak Naaala kaarkar, MaaM. 

AlHaak AH. Kkaa laklk Maalaaa Daayatparl. 
Matala, Mr. 

ANaaakkla Akaiak, Kkaa Dakakar. 
A M t aaM M ^ Maalvi. 

AMir AN, Mk. Mia. 

A a ki w aa, Mr. k. N. 

AMMiPMMMr.W.i. 

MnM. Mr. M. 

Aalak MaaMla Kkaa, MaaMi 


NOES. 


Aikar All, Maalvi. 

Darat All, Mr. Mk. 

OravOalk, Mr. L. M. 

Das, Mr. Aaakal Okaakra. 

Das, Mr. Klrit Kkasaa. 

Das, Mr. Maaaiafcaa. 

Dau, Daka Dakvakra Natk. 
kkkar, Mr. Uptnkraaalk. 

Farkat Daaa Kkaaaai, itgaia. 

Faalal Hag, Ikv Naa’Mv Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Qaaklr. Kkaa Dakakar Maahri. 

Failar Nakaiaa, Mr. 

DrHitks, Mr. 0. 

Daraag, Mr. Daaiktr Sia|k. 

NaMkvIhik. tks Haa'Mt Nawak iaktkar at 
Daaca. 

Nalaakkia Oktwkkary. MaahrL 
HaaiMakkla Akaiak. Kkaa laklk. 

Nasaaasaaaiaa, Maahri Mk. 

Nailaa Marskak, Mrs. 

Nalaaially kaaiakar, Kkaa takik. 

Naakry. Hr. DavM. 

MrN Akaiak Mia. Maahri. 

Ispakaal, Mr. M. A. N 

kaMakkIa Akamk Kkaa takakar, MaMvL 

kaa i asakki a Akwak, Mr. 

Kakirakkia Kkaa, Kkaa laMa. 

Kaaaaky, Mr. I. D. 
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Pail, Mr Nari laakv. 

Kakaiaa, Ktea lakaiar. A. «. L. 
taikal. Hm Naa'aii Mr. fraiaaM Mi. 


I AM MtMai. Maahrl. 

I Nia. MaaM M. 

■ataaaial Afial. Kkaa lafett Maalvl tyal. 
■aai Maaat. Maalvl. 


MaMiife, tii Hm*M« Mr. Makaaia Mianr. 

HallBfc, Hr. FaHa Mlary. 

Hatkarraff Naaiala, tfei Naa*M« Naarak, Kkaa 
■ahaiar. 

Haalacaartal Naaat, Mr. tyaa. 

Haaif, tka Haa’M* Makaraja IrMkaaara, al 
KaMaiiBiar. 

Rasarallak. Mavakiaia K. 

Naatktr AH, tka Naa'Ma Mr. lyai. 

W aatai aM l a, tka Naa’Ma Kkaaja Mr. K.e.l.C. 
W aar a t Ma , Mr. K. 

Rartaa, Hr. H. R. 

PaHM, Mr. W. i. 


RalMaail TaraMar, Matalal. 

Ray ehaaihary, Hr? Mranara RMiara. 
Raiaar Raiuaaa Kkaa. Hr. 

Ray. tka Naa'Ma Mr MJay PraHM Mack. 
Ray, Mr. Okaaaajay. 
taiaraMla AkaMi, Mr. 
tairaMla Akaiaa, Naji. 

•arkar, iaka MaikaaaABa. 

•arajal Itiaai, Mr. 

•kakakaRMa, Mr. Kkaaja, i.M.I. 
•kaaiaaiila Akaiai Rkaakkar, Mr. 
tkaaiaal Naia, Haalaaa. 

Ilafka, Raka Kikatra Ratk. 
tiraar, Raka Utta Haaka. 
ttavaa. Hr. J. W. R. 
iakrawariy, tka Naa'Ma Mr. N. I. 
ratal Akaiai Okaaikary, Maaivi NaJI. 
Waliar Rakaiaa, Maalvl. 

Walkar. Mr. W. A. H. 

Zakar Akaiak Okaaikary, Maalvl. 


Ayes heinjf and Noes 112, the motion was lost. 

The original motion that a sum of Hs. 50,02,500 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “08 — Medical” wa« then put and agreed to. 


39— Public HMith. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: On the recommendation 
of His Excellence tlie Oovernor I beg to move that a sum of 
Its. 45,47,(HH) he granted for exj)emliture under the head “80 — Public 
Health.” 

Sir, (}»e total provision in the hmlgel is Hs. 40, 71, 000, f>f which 
Hs. 1,24,000 is charged and the halance. viz., Hs. 45,47,000 is voted. 
The actual expenditure in the year 1084-85 was Jis. 80,01,000, in the 
year 1085-80, Hs. 85,00.0(M>. in the year 1080-87, Hs. 84,28,000, and the 
revised estimate for the year 1087-88 is Hs, 82,70,(M)0. The budget 
provision is, as already stated. The increa.se f»ver the revised budget ie 
Rs. 18,02,0(K) which has been accounted for at page.s 101 and 102 of the 
Red Book. All the items of new e\peiidiliire are tr) he found there, 
and I do not think I should dilat** on details. 

I think, I need hardly repeat that my statement here again would be 
just supplementary to the statement of the Hon’ble the Ftiianoe 
Minister. I would like, however, to add a few words by way of ampli- 
fication of the, statement made by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 
While ialhing of the demands on public health oue cannot but feel th^ 
the fe-st thing . that should be talkcul about is the* health organieatioik 
now existing io^the country. The health organisaHon in the conn^ 
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oonsisifl of the Director of Public Health with a few Asdatant Direotoia 
and the Engineering staff known as the Public Health Engineering 
staff. Then corner the rural health organisation with the District 
Health Officer at the head and one health unit at each thana head- 
quarters. The total cost of this health organisation, apart from the 
Health Officer, is borne at present by the Local Government, and it 
comes up to nearly Es. 12 lakhs annually. So far as the pay of the 
Health Officer is concerned, one-half of it is paid by the Government 
and the other half by the District Board. Now, Sir, this health orga- 
nisation has come in for a good deal of criticism. Apart from the 
inherent defect of an infant organisation, it has been stated that the 
staff is both qualitatively and quantitatively inadequate. There is a 
good deal of force in this criticism, and Government have considered 
this aspect very carefully and have come to the conclusion that the 
health staff should be reorganised and that the qualification of the staff 
should he much better, so that they may he able to deal with the health 
problems of the province. It has also been decided that it should be 
numerically strengthened and, in fact, a reorganisation scheme has been 
drawn up which provides for combined medical relief and health orga- 
nisation. This scheme will involve, a.s 1 have already stated, while 
speaking on the demand for medical relief, several lakhs of rupees, and 
the details are under examination. Coming now to the specific problem 
of public health in the province the first problem that strikes one is 
malaria. In my opinion, Sir, the problem of malaria is not only the 
first and foremost health problem, but I think it is the first problem of 
all problems in Bengal. Malaria not only takes a heavy toll of human 
life in Bengal but devitalises and emasculates tlie ])opulation, makes 
them an easy prey to other fell diseases, and, in fact, its effect on the 
economic condition of the country is very great. 

Therefore, the first problem in my opinion that should be tackled 
is the makrift problem. We are all conversant with the ravages of 
malaria in the mufassal and Government are fully alive to the neces- 
sity of controlling malaria. They have decided to take all possible 
steps in their power to tackle this problem, and it is expected that a 
comprehensive programme will be drawn up as soon as the suryey 
undertaken is completed. For the present, Sir, Government have 
decided to have an intensive malaria work in some locality with a grant 
of one lakh which the Government of India have sanctioned after the 
presentation of this budget, and the Provincial Government have agreed 
to find another lakh out of the provincial revenues. Furthermore, the 
pTovisiou fi.r quinine has gone up to Rs. 4 lakhs which, according to 
expert opinion, will be sufficient not only for the number of patients 
that attend dispensaries, but will also be avaikble for giving relief to a 
fmotion of patients who cannot attend the dispensaries. There is also 
aQ increased provisibn for anti-malarial work to the extent 3 lakhs 
of rupees, and localized anti-malarial work will be taken up.: In ‘fact,' 
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QoverAment have decided to tackle this problem on a oomprehensiye 
basis, and they have decided that there ought to be a continuity of 
policy and continuity of resources and steps will taken tomrds that 
direction. In my humble opinion, Sir, the people of Bengal have got 
only to choose between two alternatives. They should either drive out 
malaria from Bengal, or they must agree to be driven to the other 
world by malaria. These are the two alternatives, and it lies with the 
people of Bengal to co-operate with Government in their efforts to 
control this terrible scourge of malaria so that Bengal may live happily 
and in a prosperous way. 

Now, Sir, the next problem that presents itself is the problem of 
tuberculosis, and Government here also have made up their mind to do 
all in their power to oomliat the disease. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Uon’ble Minister 
shorten his speech in prefaces and conclusions so that others may have 
an opportunity to speak? On the previous gmnt he took more than 
45 minutes, and if he absorbs the major portion of the time, we would 
have no time to discuss. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I don’t like to tax the 

patience ot the hon’ble members who do not want to hear me. I 
simply H4iy, 1 will try my best to have progmmmes and policies for com- 
bating tuberculosis and also bn- c^jinbating leprosy. So far as tuber- 
culosis i.s (M)ncerned, in my opinion .s<)me of the main causes are bad 
bousing, malnutrition, prolonged sickness from malaria and other 
diseases and disregard of rules of personal hygiene. The first thing 
to my mind to be tackled is laid housing, and in this connection my 
attrition WHS draMii to a distressing fa<*t only the other day when I 
had to go out on inspection in the town of Calcutta to some of the 
improvement works undertaken by the Jmprovejneni Trust. It appeared 
to me that these improvement works have been undertaken without any 
regard for the housing arrangements of the poor people who are going 
to be driven out of the town. This is a very serious problem, and this 
came to me like a shock when I compiired that with what I found in 
other parts of India, namely, even in a Native State like Mysore. 
There 1 found pretty dwelling houses constructed for the poorer people 
end the lalmuring classes. 

Now, so far as the nutrition is concerned, the effect thereof is well 
known, and I do not want to dilate upon that. Then comes the 
problem of kala-azar also. Here I can tell the IIou.se at once that 
Government have decided not only to .spend Rs. 80,()00 that ig there 
in the budget, but they are prepared to spend as much as may be 
necessary for oonfrolling this disease even in the current year. 

Now, as regards leprosy, a scheme has been prepared for it, and at 
the beginning Rs. 50,000 has been provided in \he budget in this 
oonnecllon. 
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Last but uot tbe least comes the question ol water-supply» and we 
have already started a survey of rural water-supply throughout tha 
whole pro\^nce, and we have provided for Es. 7,50,000 for this purpose. 

I think I should rather resume my seat without further taxing the 
patience of the House. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg tcj move tliat the 
demand for Rs. 45,47,000 under the head “39 — Public Health” be 
reduced by R». 100 on the ground of failure to lay down a comprehen- 
sive scheme for improving the public health of the province and to 
implement the same. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we liuve had enough of eloquence, and to tell you 
frankly the speech of the Hon’ble Minister has not left any impression 
on U8, whatsoever may be the assurances and reassurances of his 
activities reganling malarui. It is very easy to give assurances, but 
it is very difficult to execute them. If I forget not, in the previous 
budget session, the siime llou’ble Minister gave us assurances tliat he 
would do his level best to eradicate malaria from Bengal, but how far 
has he been «bl(‘ to execute the matter is the ((uestion before the House. 
Eloquence we have had enough, and we are accustomed to hear it from 
different pbitforms and from different gentlemen, and I think the 
HonMde Mr. Nausher Ali luis exc^elled even the (.’hief Minister to-day. 
But I do not think that he has created 4Uiy impression whatstoever on 
the House. During the budget speech last yoiir Iwth the Finance 
Minister and the Minister in charge of Public Health gave us to under- 
stand that they were not wholly resjxiiisible for the budget scheme. 
But this year, they have got no justification whatsoever to shirk the 
responsibility at the door of other people. The stereotyped process of 
submitting the budget is going on. There is no imagination, no life, 
no outlook whatsoever. The present heteiogenous C’abinet with its 
halting policy can give assumiice to eacli and every .sec tion, but to our 
misfortune we must say that nothing has been executed up till now. 
The Cabinet themselves do not know where they are being drifted to.. 
They are like dry Iwives being carried away here and there by each and 
every passing wdnd, and they do not know’ where to stop and how to 
begin, and how to execute their assuraucevs. The Dhief Minister wants 
/ to satisfy the Jute Mill Ow ners’ and at tl»e s^ime time the jute-growers, 
the mill-owners and tlie mill hands, the hindlords and at the s;ime time 
the tenants. This is .so very peculiar! We are all being given 
assumnees no doubt. This halting policy of the Government to satisfy 
each and everyone has, 1 think, if I mistake not, incurrefl greater dis- 
pleasure and 1ms lm)ught them to greater exposure. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Nausher Ali Ijisi ywir gave us an assurance like this, I would 
like to (|U()te his own w'ords. Fie .said, “I attach the greatest imfiortance 
to public health woek specially on two matters, namc!l,v, uudafTar^aad 
water-supply.” > i ^ 

t 
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very same thing he has quoted this time also in another form 
alii in another language. But may I ask the Hon’ble Minister how 
far he has been able to execute during this period of tin^P With 
regard to the administration of Jails and Police, there may be 
difference of opinion, there may be different schools of thought, there 
may be different ideologies and different outlook, but so far as the 
“Public Health’* is concerned, I will not be misUiken if I say that 
almost all sections of the people have got, more or less, common under- 
standing, and common factors and the difference of opinion is very 
very little. But in spite of this co-operation, in spite of the attitude 
of the public mind, how much has he been able to achieve in this 
direction during this one year’s time*' He very cleverly said last time 
and he very cleverly put it, “1 confess I am a slow man, I have no 
pretension to any claim for experience and knowledge, and I frankly 
confess that 1 am very poor in ide^is”. These are the wordings of the 
Hon’ble Minister in his previous speech. This modesty on his part 
on the previous occasion received acchimation and eulogies from our 
side, but if he continues to be a slow man, if he is still jKHir in his 
ideas, does he think, does he expect that we will go on eulogising his 
modesty lor evtM*, without any execution whatsoever from his sideP 
Then I would like to sity tliat this slow man and this man with poor 

ideas ought to be — I should like to have a reply from the 

Hon’ble Minister himself. He says that he is a slow nmn, hut, Sir, it 
will not be an exaggerati<ui to say that he, as (-luiinmin of a District 
Board, had the privilege of a( (|uiring the best jMissible experience, the 
best possible knowleilge tliat one could commari<l, and \inder the 
circumstances, even this year he s{i\s that “I am a slow man and I am 
a man ot jMKir ideas”. Hits he got any justific^ition whatsoever P l^et 
him give a reply to this query of mine. He was f’hainnan of the 
Jessore l)i‘*trict Board and he might be elated with joy for the petty 
influence which he comnianded, Init what W 4 is his (Muitribution in his 
District Board administration P .lessfire l<Mmis large if for anything it 
is for malaria. Jessore stands sef^ond to none in mabiria, even ac<*ord- 
ing to the statistics of (Government, 4ind wdiose csuitribution w'as this? 
And 1 would like to ask, is it the (‘ontribution of the (’hairman, Maulvi 
Nausher AliP If that reflects any pride I won't griulge it; let him 
enjoy that pride, and let it l)e noted in his historical career. I have 
nothing to say. So far as we are concerned, we do not mind who that 
gentleman w*as, what were hi.s qiialific*atk»n.s as a (’hairman, hut we 
want to know how* far the people have been benefilerl during that 
administration and this i.s a straight question and that is the only 
criterion by which we will judge either a Chairman or a Minister or 
whoever that gentleman may be. (Hear, hear from the Coalition 
Benches.) Government in Italy and Government in Turkey httve 
stamped out malaria. Even the Panama Canal which was noioriously 
famous for malarial ravages, we understand that malaioa has been 
radicated, but it is only in Bengal that from y^r to year we OM 
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hearing of only proposals to stamp out malaria^ but no proof whatao- 
ever is eyident in this province. Sir, so far I am concerned, personal^ 
speaking, \I have ht^ no experience, I have had no time to look into 
these — these artificial ways of demonstration. You will kindly excuse 
me, Sir, if I would like to say, it is after entering this artificial hall 
which has an artificial cooling system that I see so many artificial 
ways of doing things, and demonstrating things. And it will be no 
exaggeration, Sir, if I say that my Jessore friend, Maulvi Nausher All, 
excels all the Ministers here in giving his artificial expression and in 
trying to curry the whole House along with him. But this can be done for 
the first time, at the most a second time, but in the third time he will 
not be able to carry us with him. We want something concrete, we 
want sometliing in the shape and form, and I want something, as a 
student of economics, in the form of statistics and not in the form of 
eloquence and thereby try to take us with him by making some 
phraseologies only. He has mentioned his idea that he has sanctioned 
4 lakhs of rupees for quinine and the Hon’ble Minister thinks that this 
quantity is sufficient. He has quoted some competent opinion that 
this would meet the needs of the num])er of persons who appear for 
treatment. 


Th0 Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI; I have never said so. 
You have misunderstood me. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE. Sir, I would like to draw your 
attention to one fad. Ple-iise remember how many deatlis are occur- 
ring every year duo to maliria. According to onr report it is G lakhs, 
even according to your (fovernment repoit and staiisiics, it is more or 
less 4 lakhs. You si\\ that you have sanctioned 4 Liklis for quinine 
and what i> thal amount i' For 4 lakhs of deatlm by malaria, one 
rui)ee is given per head of dead body by malaria. Will the Hon^ble 
Minister give us an ideu of the burning or burial cost per dead bo<lyP 
Even the burial and burning ceremonies cannot be done at the cost 
of rupee one. Has this Government got any sense of responsibility? 
Even the burning ghatwalla won’t accept He. 1 for a dead body. But 
in the opinion of the Hon’ble Minister this amount which is equal to 
the number of deaths is considered sufficient for Bengal. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPAOHYAY: What can they do, they 
spend so much for the administration. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Maulvi Nausher Ali says am 
a poor man in ideae**. Yes, Sir, he is really poor in ideas when be 
aays tWt one rupee quinine for every dead b^y is sufficient and even 
be says thai in the bpinion of competent persons, the amount is oon- 
aidered sufficient. J do not know what sort of persons they ate. 
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Til« Government may raise a cry tliat there is insufficiency of funds. 
We have heard so many times the same story. Sir Bijoy in his 
previous speech as Minister of the Public Health ^Departm^t gave a 
plea that the Government of Bengal were carrying on the administra- 
tion on overdrafts and it was very difficult for them to approitch the 
Government of India for further financial help or to raise a loan, but 
after the inauguration of provincial autonomy, can that plea hold good? 
The Government is now in a position to raise loans — and without taking 
a loan there is no Minister here — and there is no nmn here who can 
oope with the present situation, and can eradicate malaria or can make 
suitable arrangements for waterworks. It is for that reason T would 
strongly urge the (joveriinuMit to raise a lotin and take up a complete 
and comprehensive scheme of improving the sjinitary (‘onditions of the 
people of Bengal. Without tliat scheme it is simpl^^ imjmssihle to do 
anything substantial. AVhutever elo<iuent speech the Minister moy 
deliver, I would like to refer to the speech of the late Mr. C. E. Das, 
which he delivered in the Council on the ‘-29th February, J9‘24. The 
scheme of Mr. Das has not been m hieved even to-day. If that scheme 
is taken up in right earnest, much can be done. It is by the execution 
of that scheme and not by simply jM)uring a few elociuent words that 
we can render real service to our country, f Imve got no time and so 
I am hurrying up. 

(The member heie having re^tched the time-limit resumed his .seat.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: 1 wehomo with satisfaction 
and gratefulness the grant of Us. l(t,000 hudg(‘ted for the Indian 
Institute for Medical lles(‘ai‘(h. It i" the first insiituti* of its kind in 
India, staitfMl hy a few eminent s< itoitisls through public subscription. 
1 am furtluT glad to note tliat tin* ,gran< has bwii descrihtsl as one for 
the * ‘encouragmiieiit of resean h”. This is as it should lie, f(»r medical 
research is the very foundation of all iinprovtunent.s in Piihlii! Health. 
Without it the techiii(|ue, man has actjuired in overcome llu? tiniest but 
the most viiailent and ]»owerful of his enemies, could never hav(‘ lieen 
devised. The relatively juejMuideiating importance of medical reseaich, 
in any .scheme of Public Health improvement, .seeiu.s to be insufficiently 
realised in our country. A larg(‘ grant bus been rightly provided for 
a Tuberculosis Sanatorium but where is the commensurate grant for 
Tuberculosis research? 

During the last few' years of its existence the Indian Institute has 
accomplished a large amount of valuable original work on Public 
Health and on Nutritional problems, which has earned recognition both 
at home and abroad. In Bengal, the Indian Institute was the pioneer 
in nutritional research, having started a systematic survey of Indian 
foodstuffs ahd dietaries, considerably before His Excellency Lord 
Linlithgow, came out to India and gave a fillip *to nutritional work. 
The ac^vities of the Institute show what a variety ^f subjects has been 
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iftckled and what an amazing amount of work may be accomplished 
with modest means and resources when really capable and devoted men 
with idee^m are in charge. Vast buildings do not make research^ 
Men do; able and talented men who are willing to serve so that their 
country might advance and become great. 

The reseaiThes, carried out at the Institute, have revealed various 
deficiencies in urban middle-class diets and indicated methods by 
which such diets may be corrected. Correct nutrition is the bedrock 
of health and as re(;ent investigations thmiighout the world have shewn, 
emjxH’ical ( hoico of food under modern I'onditions does not lead to what 
is technically known as optimum nutrilion. Dietetics, like other things, 
have to l>e i ii vest i, gated and planned with reference to a |>eople’s habits, 
availability of foodstuffs and climatic and other conditions. The Health 
Section of the licague of Nati<ms has done some co-ordinating work 
in this line on an international scale but in India, nutritional research 
is still not suffici(‘ntly advanee<l, even for sueb eo-ordination. Some 
work has In^en <lone at Coonoor, Caleiitta, Dacca aiid other centres but 
nothing in comparison to our needs. Great Britain, Japan, Denmark 
and Soviet Russia arc already api>l\nig the newei knr)wletlge of nutrition 
to the dietetics of their iH)pulation.s. A film has been pre|>tired, in 
England, under the direction of Professor Julien Huxley, for nutritional 
propaganda. It is time that we in Bengal tcMfk up nutritional work 
seriously and with determination. 


I would like to refer to another problem of an e(jually vital character 
and of the utmost importance to the people of Bengal, on which work 
of the highest value is proceeding at the Instilute: T mean Malaria. 
Malaria, as we all know, takes the hugest toll of human life in Bengal, 
and for the matter of tluit in India, and what, I think, is worse, leaves 
behind human wreiks, devitalised, inettieient and prone to infections 
of all kinds. With ueak mothers and fathers, the incidence of infant 
mortality is iKiiiud to be hirge. (hir students are pale and emaciated- 
looking and the peas;uits and workers without stamina. The economic 
loss caused by malarhi runs into crores of rupees, and it is idle to 
prevent ibis losa >\itlu)ut suhst^uitial investment in research, reclama- 
tion and propugandu, I do not think it is possibi.k to eradicate 
KiLARiA iiY KEKosKNi T\rTi( s vi.oNK. Quinine and a few other anti- 
malarial synthetic drugs have their place in the cure of Malaria, but 
tley have a very restricted use so far as prevention is concerned. Work 
at the Institute has already shown that it is possible to produce 
immunity in monkeys against monkey malaria by the injection of tba 
vsccine prepared at the Institute from monkey malaria parasites. 
Monkeys, injected with tliese parasites, would die in ten or twelve days, 
but the vaccine has conferred complete protection on the exfierimental 
m onkeys. Tliese researches are of the highest importance and establish 
iht fact that (investigaticHi is proceeding on the right Thsiy osaed 

to be extaadad immediately to human, malaria. l%e Gevernkanilt, if 
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thay Uke, cim get fuller information on the stubjeot from the Institute. 
Important work on the production of anti-cholera and anti-typhoid sera 
has also been carried out at the Institute. These; research^ have got 
far-reaching implications for the public health of this country. 

Malnutrition and loss of resistance against malaria hang together. 
It is of paramount importance that this House should appreciate fully 
the implications of nutritional and anti-malarial research. You cannot 
bi'ild an AI nation without improving nutrition and wiping out malaria. 
I would suggest that a consolidated sum of at least Rs. 50, (KK) !be set 
ajart as a supplement, so that the great w’ork proceeding at the Institute 
may continue unhampered and may be broadened in scope. The appli- 
cation of the results obtained to the Public Health and Nutritional 
problems of Bengal will helj>, in a striking measure, to ameliorate the 
condition of the people. 

The Institute has also found vaccines against what is technically 
called Leishmania Tropica, commonly known as Dehli Sore or Cambay 
Boil, in India. I may inform the House, Sir, that I had to act as the 
rabbit in the School of Tropical Medicine, for months as the investi- 
gator could not find fresh germs except from me, in fur off London. 
This is the first ])rotozoal vaccine successfully used in therapy and 
constitutes a landmark in medical science, the credit for which goes to 
a son of India. 

I would consider it a disaster of the first order to humanity if these 
efforts are allowed to witlier away for w^ant of financial nourishment. 
Let Bengal be the benefactor of humanity at large through these lines 
of research, for, by spending the meagre amount I liave mentioned, we 
serve God as well as man. Let us do it. 

A sum of Rs. 50,000 has been provided to fight lej^rosy, hut I see 
no provision made to segregate the carriers of this disease and many 
other foul diseases; I mean the crowds of mendicants wandering albout 
the best thoroughfares of (^alcutta and polluting its air. The problem 
of mendicancy, not so mmh as a social sore in our midst hut as a 
positive danger to the health of the city, must be taken in liand at once 
and a comprehensive scheme of segregation and work-houses prepared 
without delay. I feel certain that the public will welcome action in 
this direction and extend what assistance it can to any measures Gov- 
ernment might propose to take. 

Before I sit down, Sir, may I draw the attention of the Hon’lde 
/Minister to the systems of medicine known as Ayurvedic and TTnaniP 
These are national and indigenous and, therefore, deserve encourage- 
ment. (Hear, hear.) They are suitable to the temperament of our 
people and, above all, cheaper. Other provinces have taken active steps 
to acknowUdge and encourage them. The cultivation of medicinal 
kaibs k a necessary adjunct. This is not the tiifte to go into details, 
but Ahe Qovemaient will be well advked to stvdy aspeot^if for no 
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otlier rea«on — then to find a snitabW alternative money crop in their 
policy of the restriction of jute cultivation. 

\ 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I accept 
the suggestion of the Hon’Ible Minister that we should co-operate with 
Government in solving the problems of Pulblic Health, and in that view 
I beg to invite the attention of the House to the method of combating 
malaria which has been adopted with success in Murshidabad and the 
neighbouring districts. Sir, you are probably aware that about 10 years 
ago the District Board of Murshidabad found out, as the result of 
scientific research, that malaria flourishes with, and thrives upon, an 
aquatic plant which is known as 'ptstia or topa pana, with which the 
members of this House are so familiar. Now, Sir, it has been found 
on experiment that wherever there is t(fpa pana, malaria rages very 
fiercely, and as soon as that aquatic plant is weeded out malaria 
declines. Sir, the work of combating malaria was undertaken on a 
scientific and extensive scale in the year 1930, and it was proved by 
demonstration that not only in the urban areas but also in the rural 
areas there is some connection between malaria and topa pana. Where 
there is topa pana malaria exists in a virulent form, and where topa 
pana is weeded out malaria disappears, for the time being at least. 

Now, Sir, in this connection I would refer to the observations made 
on the 3rd of September, 1937, by the Hon’ble Minister in charge in 
reply to a question. These ofbservations will be found at page 944 of 
the Assembly Proceedings for the Second Session, 1937. The Hon’ble 
Minister stated “The Bengal Public Health Department has kept a 
watch on the results of the experiments undertaken by the District 
Board in Murshidabad and since the year 1933, has been carrying out a 
survey twice a year in two villages, namely, Gokarna and Munigram, 
which were selected by the Murshidalbad District Board for this experi- 
ment. As a rcvsult of survey, it has been found that the spleen index 
of the village Munigram which was vS7 :5 in July, 1933, before the 
removal of “pistia”, has, after iis removal, come down to 11 *17 in 
June, 1937. Similarly, the parasite index, that is, the percentage of 
children showing malarial parasites in their blood in the same experi- 
mental village, Munigram, came down from 96 in July, 1933, to *095 
in June, 1937.” Then, Sir, further down, it is stated “In Murshidabad, 
the cost per head is reported to have been annas in the experimental 
areas, and 1 pie in other places. In the town of Murshidabad, the cost 
is reported to have been a little over 1 pie per head”, “The cost of 
treatment by quinine and plasmochin in the Memari thana of the 
Burdwan district has been three annas per capita of population for 
drugs and 6 annas -6 pies for the staff employed for treatment”. 

It appears that there has been some success in this experiment not 
only in the Murshidabad district, but my friends, Mr. Mahindra Bbnsan 
Sinba and Mr.. Atul pbandra Kumar, the former a Cbainilan of Bisifrict 
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Board of Bankura and the latter a member from Mai da as well as my 
friends from Nadia and Birbhum will iestify that this experiment can 
be carried on scientifically not only in theory but by practiyCl demon- 
stration and that it has succeeded in so many areas. So, Sir, I would 
invite the Hon'ble Minister to take up the scheme and give it all the 
facilities it deserves so that the method can have a fair trial this way or 
that. I do not of course claim that this is infallible : it may be that 
the cause and effect are not causally connected, and there may be some 
invisible factor, but even, tlie experiment is worth trying, because it is 
admitted in the Government report and also in the publications by the 
local self-governing bodies that wherever this method has been tried, 
the incidence of malaria comes down. There must be something behind 
it and it cannot be found out unless this experiment is given a fair 
trial. The theory is that anopheles mosquitoes live and flourish ujx)u a 
particular laiwae which is prominently and ubiimlantly present in this 
aquatic weed, topa pana, but is not available in otlier weeds. The 
Hon’ble Minister will probably say that the removal of weeds and 
clearing of jungles will reduce malaria. But 1 can say from my 
personal experience and upon the authority of n(> less a j)er8on than the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Xandy that in controlled areas where 
these aquatic weeds remained but other weeds were removed, the 
incidence of malaria remained as before, but in the experimental areas 
where only these aquatic w’eeds w^ere removed, the incidence of malaria 
came down. In Octolber last year, the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra 
Nandy had an experience of a virulent type of malaria in his own palace 
at Kasimhazar and he had to take recourse to the Health Department 
of Murshidabad. It has been demonstrated there by the application of 
this method — and I can hand over the statistics, of which I have got 
an extract here, to the Hon’ble Minister — that in KuHimhaziir wdiere 
90 j)er cent, of the population were laid up w'ith Jiialaria, as a result 
of the experiment of this method of removal of these fopa paiui weeds, 
in 3 weeks’ time, malaria came down to 20 per cent, and the i)arasite 
came down to 18 per cent. But in the neighbouring places, separated 
only by the railway line, where this method was not followed, 90 per 
cent, of the jmpulation were suffering from malaria as before. 

I would also refer to the result of the experiment in this method 
only recently carried out at Khosbaspur where the anti-[)i8iia method 
has been responsible for decreasing the incidence of malaria to a great 
extent. In the neighbouring village at Gokarna also these weeds were 
removed and the result was the rapid fall in malaria. This experiment 
was carried on for about 8 or 9 years. In 1935, the Health Officer 
of Murshidabad gave an ultimatum on the 24th July that this experi- 
ment of the removal of topa pana would be discontinued and warned 
the municipalities and the District Board that malaria would come 
back very soon on account of the stoppage of the removal of these 
weeds, jNow, Sij;, he gave this warning on the 2Ah July, 1935, and 
middle e£ 1937, malaria came back with added virulence. 
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I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to rise to the occasion and s]i$ke 
jof the letharj^ and not stand on prestige and prestige alone of the 
pld GForernment and *five a trial to the experiment in a more reasonable 
and decisive way. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: 1 shall be very brief 
in my reply. I shall only say in reply to Mr. Atul Krishna Ghoee 
that I never knew before he spoke in this Assembly that I have ever 
been elpquent. He spoke about my intelligence and shrewdness by 
which I could deceive the Congress benches on the last octiasion. I 
can assume the Congress benches and I can assure the whole House 
that I have never in my life cared for praise or blame. 1 have never 
said or done anything which I have not felt and believed to be true and 
right. 

Now I find that my administration of the District Board of Jessore 
has not been spared criticism. I do not know how it is at all relevant 
in this connection ; but I can say at once 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a reflection upon 
the Chair P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must say 1 was a bit inattentive at tlie time. 
The question of the Hon' hie Minister’s adininistiation of the District 
Board was totally irrelevant to the snhject-niatter of the debate. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: May 1 explain how it was rele- 
vant. The Hou’ble Minister said in his speech that he had no experi- 
ence in this line and so J pointed out that he was in charge of the 
administration of the District Board of Jessore 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 1 would throw out a 
challenge to the honourable member to seek election through joint 
electorate to-day and 1 would contest with him in election and I am 
sure he will be defeated. 

Mf. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: You have enough resources to 
do so 

Tbt Hon’bla Mr. 8YfiD NAU8HER ALI: I shall never spend a 
fiingle faithing for my election. However , these are matters which 
are not strictly relevant to the point at issue. 

T am prepared to make room for Mr. Atul Krishna Qhose if he can 
prepare e scheme for the improvement of the health of Bebgal and 
implefitUt thfe ealle or lake stepe fdr the emitrol flf bi the 

oattae d# oka yeklt tt he ean da this, I Ida peepakeR^ to iMbalk mty 
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Seett at onca. " I shall v^icate this seat to-day and ask Mr. Ghose to , 
do it himself. . / 

I can only tell the House, Sir, that since I *as8umed 'Office as a 
Minister I have never taken a sinj^le holiday. I have not passed a 
moment when I have not devoted myself wholeheartedly in the dis- 
charge of my duties and the question of malaria and the health of 
the province has always Wn uppermost in my mind. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADH YAY: You are paid for it. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. tYED NAU8HER ALl: Now, Sir, so far as 
Ms. Sidcliqi is concerned I tlnuk I need not give any reply. 

With regard to Mr. Sanval, I luav say that I answered this (luestion 
in course of a reply to a supplementary question the other day and I 
still stick to that idea, namely, that pistia may have some connection 
with malaria but it cannot be. the cause of malaria. There are places 
where there is not a single iopapnna but the locality is very greatly 
affected with malaria. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (\ui the llon'blc Minister 
cite a single instance in wliich a particular area is suffering from 
malaria and there is not a single topapaiui to he found there h 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALl: I f^an give you instances 
at least from out* place: in my own district of Jessore there are places 
where there is not a single tapapann, still the places are infected with 
malaria. That is the reason why I huvo no faitli in this theory. 
This idea of experimentation of pistia has been in the brain of some 
gentlemen and the experiment has actually been carried out ond I 
think the result has not been very satisfactory. 

Sir, the time being short I do not think I should lake the time of 
the House any more. With these remarks I commend my motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: The Hou’ble Minister has thrown . 
out a challenge and may I 

Mr. OPEAiCER: You give your reply to the challenge later on. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Exisluia Ghoae that the demand under 
“38 — Public Health” be reduced by Be. 100 wae then put and loet, 

Kbito .^.^rHiOHAMMlED ALil May I eagieet that Hie origmal 
Mottoii be ]Mtf 
17 
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Mr* SPEAKER: That depends on the House. Is there any 
objection, to the original motion being put.^ 

\ ' 

Ofi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have certainly great objection. 
It would simply be crushing the minority of its reasonable right of 
debate by the power of the majority vote. It is simply atrocious that 
such a suggestion could be made. 

Mri SPEAKER: My difficulty is that on the first day it was 
agreed to by the Leader of the House and by the Leader of the Oi>posi- 
tion that on the day that we meet at 4-45, we may sit up till S-jO and 
on the day we will meet at 4 we will sit up till 8 o’clock. Unless there 
is a unanimity on all sides I am afraid I may have to continue ^ip 

till 8-30. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 n>e oii u point ot order. 
Sir. I beg io draw attention to the fact that on a (lue^tion like this 
there can be no question of opinion of the House. Tt is the light of 
the Opposition to carry on the debati* as long as it likes. This is the 
Parliamentary practice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case I will give the fullest opportunity 
to all members of this Jlomse and in view ot the agreement which has 
been arrived at, I think, on the question of adjournment it is entirely 
for the Speaker to give the decision. There is nohody who can inter- 
fere in this matter. The Speaker .should see that his derision is in 
harmony and agreement with the ojnnion ot all parties, and that no 
party is inconvenienced. The Leader of the House agreed to sit up 
to 8-30 on the day on which the Assembly meets at 4-45 and up to 8 
on the day on which the Assembly meets at 4. I am afraid, 1 may 
have to continue up till 8-30. 

Tha Hoii’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Did I really agree to sit 
up to 8-30 P I said that ordinarily we should sit up to 8, but if the 
business of the House requires that we should sit later, then we will 
continue up to 8-30. Not necessarily we will go on up till 8-30. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will look into the proceedings and see what 
actually happened. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It was Sir Nazimuddin who 
assured ua. 

ReI HARENDRA NATH DHAUDHURl! On that basis I thmk 
as we sat on 4-45 we will sit op till 8-30. 
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Mf. BIRKNDRA KI8HORE RAY GHOUOHURY: I beg to more 
that the demand for a sum of Rs. 4547,000 under the ha^d “39 — 
Public Health” be minced by Rs. 100. , 


Sir, I rise to siMiuk uii this motion in order that I luay have an 
opportunity of disoussin*? the Government policy rej?arding the public 
health of this province. Sir, that the conditions of hcnllh in our 
countryside are unsatisfactory is well known to all. Ibit we cannot 
understand rightly tlie liavoc which malaria and other diseases are 
making in the rural aieas of the province inerel> from the number of 
deaths brought about by them and recorded in the statistics. It should 
be always known that wliile 10 men may die, at least 100 arc bdt in a 
condition of living deatli by Ihc'^e sconruges. Tn fact trom _\ear to 
year our people aic becoming iiKica^ingly devitalised bccniisc of the 
outbreak of the diseasc^ which air imt onl\ pi event ible but whodi every 
Government must .see jireveiited. 

About 14 years ago the late Deshbandhu ('bittaraujan Da'i appre- 
ciated the seriousnes.s of the coIldition^ of our publii* health and became 
convinced that until they improved no constructive progress in any 
direction was possible in this piovinee. Accordingly, in tlie (legis- 
lative Council of those da>s, he urged the Government to raise a loan 
and put into operation thereby a sclieme for tackling coinprehcnsively 
the problems of rural health. He actually suggested certain linc> along 
which a comprehensive and an organic eftoit miglit be made for fight- 
ing and eradicating such diseases as malaria, kula-azar and cholera 
which had become >ucli a menace to the devtdopmeiit of the luovinc.e. 
The Government of Bengal welcomed at that time his suggestions and 
made a jiroinise to act up to them a.^ beNt a^ (bey could. As an earnest 
of their promise the Government framed a scheme and juocecded to 
operate it gradually during the next few years. The most inifiortant 
item in this scheme wm'i the gradual establishment of health units in 
every police thaua. Actually with effect from the year 19‘JT the pio- 
posed health units were established and for the last few years they have 
been at work in every thana of the presidencN I cannot say that thesis 
units have been altogether useles-*. They have rendered soim* service 
to our afflicted brethren in the villager. But their contribiit ion^ the 
solution of the public health proldcm-^ in our count ryside have touched 
so far only the fringe of the subject. 

At pregent every thana constitute^ one unit and there is a provi- 
sion for each unit of 1 Sanitary lnr»pecior, 1 AsMintant anrl 1 carrier. 
In order that this establishment may be maintained and that it may 
render the necessary service^ there is a piovision* for about Rs. 2,000 
a year. This small staff with »uch insufficient funds at its disposal 
cannot be expected to deal with the health problems of such a largo 
area as a thana with any show of efficiency. If any real work is expected 
of this organisation and if any real and pennaaent relief is to be 
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administered to the stricken people of our villages, it is essential that 
the unit ^ust be made far smaller in sise and the funds available 
must be cdasiderably enlarged. 

The services which the liealth units are called upon to perform 
are twofold in character. The staff of the units are expected to do 
everything possible both to prevent the outbreak of epidemics and to 
take necessary steps to keep them within bounds once they have 
unavoidably broken out. In order that the duty of prevention may 
be properly performed, it is essential that the staff must have correct 
knowledge as to the places which are prone to such epidemics and in 
order to prevent the outbreak there, it must take proper measures 
before the time for such outbreak arrives. Unfortunately the Sanitary 
Inspector is seldom found to exert himself as much as he is reasonably 
expected to do. He even does not deliver the lectures on sanitary 
subjects with the help of magic lanterns as he ought to do. Such 
lectures may certainly awaken the sanitary conscience of our people 
to a considerable extent. Unfortunately even this elementary duty has 
been uniformly neglected. 

When the health units were first esiahlished, they were expected 
to work accordijig to the advice of a local committee. But so far as 
I know sueli committees have nowhere been formed and consequently 
ilio Sanitary Inspector -does his duties as he pleases. 

I notice that in the budget estimate a provision of Rs. 1,50,000 
for the reorganisation of rural public health units has been made. Of 
course tiiis sum is not an addition to the total e\])enditure on account 
of the henitli units. In the revised estimate for 1937-d8 the total 
expenditure under this head is shown to be Rs. 12,50,000 but in the 
estimate for 1938-39 it is Rs. 11 lakhs only and in addition Rs. 1,50,000 
is provided for reorganising health units. I do not know what this 
reorganisation will actually mean and how it will be carried out. I 
shall bo glad to be enlightened on this subject by the Hon’ble Minister 
in *obarge. 

One of the otbar essential measures which the Government should 
undertake in this connection is the opening up of drains in our country- 
side, The task cannot be |>erformed in a Imphasard fashion. It oan 
be properly performed only on the basis of a comprehensive, scientific 
scheme. Every village should be surveyed and a map prepared show- 
ing tl»e major as well as the minor drains required for the outlet of 
the local water and filth. The union boards have no resources to 
undertake this work even on a very minor scale. Nor should such work 
be undertaken only bn village or union basis. The scheme must be 
prepared on a provincial basis by the Government, and once of course, 
it is so prepared the local bodies may be called upon to co-operate with 
the Governinent bo{h financially and as an executive agency. 1 
acknowledge, Sir, tWt the working of the scheme will involve a heavy 
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expenditure. But if the prorince has to be savetl, this expenditure 
must not be grudged. 

The House, I hope, will excuse me if I ma]>e a reference to the 
havoc which malaria is making in my constituency of Easteru Mymen- 
singh. The havoc which has been created for the last one year in 
Mymensingh is appalling in character. But unfortunately even 
ordinary medical aid is not available in most phues. The supply of 
quinine without which no such aid can be given has fallen absolutely 
short. Privat-e agencies are doing what they can to help the stricken 
people. But the disease is .so widespread, its toll is so huge that 
private efforts, however munificenl, ean do i)ut little. 1 appeal to the 
Government to come forward without further loss of time with at least 
a free supply of quinine. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I shall be very brief 
in my reply. I will, first of all, explain the figure.- rcterred to by the 
mover of this cut motion. It is said that Bs. l.')0,000 ]ui\e been 
shown in the budget estimate for giving effect to tlie reorganisation 
scheme, and that only Its. 11 lakhs have been shown for the expenditure 
in the estimate for 19d8-d9 and the expenditure shown for the year 
1937-38 is about Rs. 12,55,000. Now this is due to the fact that 
payments aro made by way of advances and then accounts are adjusted. 
It may be that during llie current yeai the arrears due by District 
Boards were to be {wiid and that is why the increased pro^i^io^ fur 
that year the normal annual expenditure is about 11 lakhs and to it 
has been added lls. 1,50,000 for giving partial effect to the reoigauisa- 
tion scheme. I hope I have now explained tin* figures. 

Then he has raised many other points and lastly he has touclied 
upon the havoc that has been created by malaria in his constituency. 
Government have done a great deal concerning the havoc that is being 
created in Mymensingh of late by malaria and they are trying their 
beet to cope with iJie problem in co-operation witli the Di.strict Board. 
I think this will satisfy the hon’ble the mover of this cut motion. As 
regards the other suggestions made by the hen’ble the mover, I shall 
try my best to study them with the help of my exi)erts and I hope 
those suggestions will be helpful to me and my depaitment in coming 
to a solution of this difficult question of the health problem ol Bengal. 
With these remarks, Sir, I would request the hon'ble mover to withdraw 
his cut motion. 


Mr. BIRENORA KI8HORE RAY CHOUDHURY: I beg leave 
of the House, Sir, to withdraw my motion. ^ 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 
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The original motion of the Hon^ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali that a 
ium of 46,47,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ^‘39 — 

Public Health" was then put and agreed to. 

V « 


Mr. SPEAKER : 

the debate now. 
to-morrow. 


I understand that there is no objection to closing 
Therefore I adjourn the House till 4-45 p.m. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
23rd March, 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Ael{ 1935. 

* / 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednes- 
day, the 23rd March, 1938, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (tlic Iloirhle Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqub, 
C.i.E.) in the Chair, eleven Hoirble Ministers and 223 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Removal of the headquarters of the Noakhali distHot to Maijdi. 

*28S. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: in) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in cbaijje of the Bevenue Department be pleased to state 
whether Oovernnient intend jrivin^ effect to their decision for the 
removal of the hec(](|uarters of the Noakhali district to Maijdi? 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the ITon’ble 
Minister bt‘ pleased to state when the courts ami offices are likely to 
sit at Maijdi ? 

(r ) If the Government intend not to remove the head»|uarters at 
Maijdi, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether tha 
Oovernnient intend to select some other suitable site for location of tha 
permamnt i^eadcpiaiters of the district? 

(d) If so, will the lion ’ble Minister be pleased to state the approxi- 
mate time when a declaration to that effect is likely to l>c made? 

(e) M ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons why 
the piogress of the Maijdi waterworks and the drainap^e schemes has 
been stopped? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hen’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): {fi) The matter is under the 
consideration of Government and it is hoped to arrive at a final deci- 
sion by the end of this month. 

ib) to (d) Do not arise. 

(e) The works have been stopped for the prjsent pending u final 
decision in the matter. 
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ParoMiUg* of MianlinoiH and Sohodittotf Castas in ths dsssora 
^ Coiisetorats. 

*288. khan Sahib Maiilana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI : (a; Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state the number of permanent and temporary clerks serving at 
present under the Collectorate of Jessore (including subdivisions) ? 

(h) How many of them are — 

(1) Mussalmans, 

(2) Caste Hindus, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, and 

(4) others? 


(c) Are the (iovernment con.sideriiig the desirability of raising the 
percentage of Mnssalmans and Scheduled Castes for such emplovments ? 
If so, to what proportion ? 


The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; {a) and (h) A 

statement is placed in the Library. 

(c) In this (ionnection answer to clauses {h) and (a) of the 
unstarred Assembly question No. 54 may l>e seen. 


**Begar” lands in the settlement records in Burdwan. 

*270. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Is the Uon ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that "'hegar^ 
has l)een recorded by .some proprietors of land.s in the settlement 
records in rcsjiect to certain lauds under their rmyats or under-ratyot* 
in the district of Burdwan? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister also aware that rent is actually realised 
from lands recorded as '^hegar^'' lands? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
consider it desirable to take immediate steps for correcting the records? 

Tho Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) There is men- 
tion of **begar** in the record-of-rights in re.spect to certain lands. 
This means labour in lieu of rent. 

(h) No such cases have been brought to the notice of Government, 
(c) Does not arise. 
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Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: WiU the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state if there is any si>ecific contract as to the amount 
of labotir%) be put in by the holders of the **hegar^* landP t 


the Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It depends on 

the facts of each particnlar case. Xo f^eneral statement can cover 
all cases. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any enquiry has been made by the Revenue De- 
partment after this question has been received? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly; with- 
out enquiry I am not answering this question. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to his answer the nature and the extent 
of labour referred to? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Agricultural 
labour. 

Mr. SYED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: AVe find the inteiprelatiou 
of *‘hegar" is gi\en in the answer as labour in lieu of rent. Will the 
Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state whether the interpretation is 
given by the (joveinnient or by the zemindars? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The interpreta- 
tion is given by Government and probably also by the zemindars, 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’hh Minister he 
jileused to state whether Government consider it de.siraide to abolish 
the system by legislation, if necessary? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Tliis a ques- 
tion of opiiii<m, and 1 tlo not jirojiosv to express any ojiinion. 


Water-hyacinth in the Basirhat subdivision. 

*271. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: CO Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agricultuie and Indu-^tries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state the area affected by water-hyacinth in the 
Basirhat subdivision? 

(6) Was any scheme launrhed by Governmentf to eradicate water- 
hyacinth from the subdivision? If not, why not? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate stepe in the matter? 
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MINitTER in oliarge of tlia AGRICULTURE and INIHlE 
TRIES DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo Nawab Khwa)a HMiibullal 
Bahadur^ of Dacca)* (a) The area alPected bj’- water-hyacin% in *th< 
Basirhat f^ibdiviaiofi is about 4 miles in length in the Jamunti rixai 
and about one mile in Bithari Baor. 

(b) and (c) Steps are already being taken for removal of wter 
hyacinth in the subdivision, and the water-hyacinth in the JanVbni 
river has been partially cleared with the co-operation of the> Unioi 
Boards and the Gobardanga Municipality. Arrangements are bein^ 
made for a complete eradication of the pest in both the areas with th< 
help of the Government of India grant for rural reconstruction. 


Amounts realised by the Forest Department as transit feoB« 

*272. Mauivi MD. ABDUS 8HAHEED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased tc 
state the amounts realised by the Forest Department as transit fees 
during the years 1934-35, 19^5-3(1 and 1936-37? 

(b) Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware from rei>orts that the realisation 
of this tax has been causing hardship to the tenants in these days of 
economic depression? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the atfiriuative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government are considering the 
desirability of modifying the transit rules? 


MINISTER in charge of the FORESTS and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Praeanna Deb Raikut): {(i) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(b) No. Besides, such fees are the only effective cheek on the 
illicit extraction of forest pioduce. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in tiie rephj to clause (a) of starred question 
Ao. 272^ shoinng the amotnits realised by the Forest Department 
as transit fees during the years 193S-36 and 1936-37. 

Year. Amount realised. 


1934-36 . 

1936-36 

1036-37 


Its. 

11,966 

14,696 

21,898 
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M. Cl MUKHERJI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
Bta<« Wbe^er the reduction in the amount between 1934-36 and 1936- 

37 ift* due to the decline in illicit extraction? ^ 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: No. 

itK 

liiauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hoii’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reasons for the increase of tliig transit duties year 
by year? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: It is due to the 

detection that tlie amount varies. 


Forest officers and their establishments. 

•273. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’hlc Minister 

in char^»-e of the Forests and Kxcise Department he jileased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(1) the present numhei of Muslims and non-Muslims with their 

maximum grade working as — 

(i) i>ersonal assistants, typists, draftsmen, |M‘rinanent and 
temporary, of the Conservator’s office; and 
(t'O head clerks, clerks of different pays and temporary 
clerks in the Divisional Forest Offices in 1h(‘ Province; 
and 

(2) the nuinher of Muslims and non-MnsIims with their maximum 

grade serving as — 

(/) Forest Dangers in <lifferent grades; and 

(z/) the Deputy Dangers and Foresters of different grades? 

(h) Will the HonMile Minister lie ])lea8ed to state how many men 
were taken in the different grades of the department during the last 
ten years from 1927 and how many of them are Muhammadans? 

(c) Are the Government considering tlie desirability of raising the 
percentage ol the Muslims ? 

Tho Hotl’blo Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) A statement is 
laid on the Library table. 

(6) 544 men were taken in the different grades o*f the Forest Depart- 
ment during .the last ten calendar years from 1927, of which 87 were 
Muhammadans. 

to) The matter is receiving the attention of Govemmeitt. 



QUESTIONS. 


[23ed Mak., 


Mttilvi ABDUL LATIF BIBWAB: Will the Hon’ble Minister* be 
pleased to state the reason why 87 out of 554 hands were taken |rom 
the Muslims f 

Vl 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: It is difacult to 
answer now, bei.ause this was done the old Government. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased U) state why as it appears from the statement laid on the 
library table out of the officers mentioned in the question 59 
only are Muslims out of 304? 

My. 8PEAKER. The Hon’ble Minister has already answered that 
the appointuK iiis were made by the old Goveinment. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD i8RAIL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any percentage has been fixed for the Mus- 
lims in this service? 

The H(»l’ble Mr, PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: The mattiei' is re- 
ceiving the attention of Goveniineiit. 

Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkabagish and Natore Subdivisional 
Offioar’s prohibitory orders. 

*273A. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the TIotne ilNilitieah Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) Whether any oiders w^cre recently pa.ssed by the Subdivisional 
Officer, Natore, pridiibiting the holding of public meetings 
in certain areas? 

(h) If so, what are the nature of the orders and to what areas are 
they applicable? 

(f) Whether it is a fai t that as a result of the orders Maulana 
Abdur Hash id Tarkabagish was prevented from acting as 
Imam at the last Iduzzoha prayer at Mashunda, police- 
station Gurudaspur? 

(d) Whether as a result of the aforesaid orders it has become im- 

possible to hold meetings in furtherance of the tenants’ 
movement and also to hold religious meetings? 

(e) WJiBt action, if any, do the Government intend to take in 

the matter? v 
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MINISTER is charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(6) Copies are placed on the library table. 

(c) No. The order was not directed to prevent him from Ieadin(7 
the prayers. 

W Yes. 

(e) The oriiers have been eant'eHed by the Siibdivisional Officer. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Maiilaim Abdur Rashid approached Govern- 
ment for redress? 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state if he was permit ttal t<i eall a meeting on the Hth of 
March, 1938? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Rouble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Maiilana Ahdur Rashid approached 
ill Mairh, 1938.^ 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to make a full statement of the circumstances and the incidents 
that haj)j)eiied in connection with the arrest? 

The Hon*bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Orders under section 144 
were .served on the Manlana on the day of arrest and a discussion took 
place between him and the Subdivisionol Officer who had gone there 
especially because of a wire sent by me to the Maulana asking him to 
go and see the Subdivisional Officer and apply for permission. The 
SuMiviNional Officer after discussion with him till 5 p.m. permitted him 
to hold a meeting provided it was on religious subject hut would not 
permit him to hold a meeting on any issue regarding the tenants. The 
meeting was dispersed, but they notified that there would lie another 
meeting on the 24th and the Maulana was arrested at 8 p.m. for dis- 
obedience of orders under section 188. 

Miulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that be was bro<uglft to the Court the 
day after his arrest and was put on trial immediately? 
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The Hofi’bitt Khwaja Sir NAZIliUDDIN: No. 

Maulv( ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government support the action of the 
Subdivisional Officer on the materials placed before them? 

Tho Hofl’bid Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as the materials 
are concerned, I have seen them and I think that a mistake has been 
made by the local officer. I have sent for the District Magistrate who 
is here and I am going into the matter thoroughly. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the order under section 144 was issued before 
the meeting was actually held? 

The Hoft’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; He was arrested in the 
evening at 8 p.m. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the meeting was actually held? 

Tha Hon’hla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No; so far as the report 
goes, the meeting was not held. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Don’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how was it that the order was violated when no meeting 
was held ? 

The Hou’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have not yet received 
a report on this j)oint. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the local officer is aware on whose behalf he went 
there to make a propaganda ? 

Mre SPEAKER: That is an assumption. 

Maulvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Is it a fact that after he was 
rele^d on bail under section 188, as soon as he came out of the court 
precincts he was again arrested under section lOT and taken to hajatf 

Tha Hon'Ma Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

M^vl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: WiU the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state that on the charge under section 107 he was not granted 
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bail and was haudcuffed in the open court and tied with a rope and 
taken io the Hajshahi Central Jail? (Cries of ‘shame, shaq^'*.) 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware whether 
he was handcuffed or if he wa-< tied with a rope, but adequate securities 
were demanded from him and as they could not be produced he was 
sent to hajat. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for the first order under section 144? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because there was a no- 
rent campaifipn going on there. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the llou'ble Minister be 
pleased to state w’hether the Maularia was subsequently unconditionally 
released and the charges against him have been withdrawn? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Under whose orders have the 
charges been withdrawn in this case? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (fovermnent instructed 
the Public Prosecutor to withdraw^ this cose. 

Mairivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the lloirble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there were materials liefore the SulKlivisional 
Officer to hold that a uo-reiit canijiaign was going on there? If so, 
what are the mateiiuJs? 

The Hofi’bia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not possible for me, 
in reply to a supplementary^ question, to put all the materials that 
were within the knowledge of the Subdivisional Officer which led him to 
pass this order. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: The llon’ble Minister says that 
a no-rent campaign was going on : will he kindly give (he village, the 
thana or the subdivision in w'hich this campaign was going on? 

The Hon’Ma Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes^ Oumdaspur thana. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, your question was in the 
aature of a hypothetical question. You should hive asked a speciftc 
question. 
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Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMfiOl Sir, I based my question on • 
remark ^ust made by the Home Minister and therefore I sulmnt it 
WQB not a, hypothetical question. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state on what date these orders were cancelled by the Sub- 
divisional Officer? 

% 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Last Monday, I think 
2l8t March, 

Maitivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government intends in the circumstances of the case 
to make a thorough enquiry into the matter? 

The Hoffi’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government on their own 
initiative have been making enquiries and have called for reports since 
the information reached us here about the arrest of the Maulana, and 
as the reiKirts that have come in so far are not complete and further 
facts have to be elicited, Government wired and got the District Magis- 
trate to come here to make further investigation, and if necessary, Gov- 
ernment will depute an officer t'o visit that locality and make further 
enquiries. I can assure the House, however, that a most thorough 
investigation will be made. 

Point of Privilege. 

Meuivi ABDUL BARI: May 1 rise on a point of privilege, Sir? 
Yesterday you declared that Mauivi A\hmed Ali Mridha’s cut motion 
on the medical budget was lost by 112 votes to yb. To-day’s 
“Advance” has published with glaring head lines “The First Defeat 
of the Huq Ministry,” “Heavy landslide among the Coalition,” 
“Strength of the Opposition 112 against Government’s 96.” This, 
Sir, is a deliberately false and malicious propaganda carried on by 
“Advance.” 1 make mention of this particularly inasmuch as the 
report of the “Advance” 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Though you are entitled to mention 
a fact yet it is not permissible in regard to a matter arising out of 
privilege to attribute motives to anybody until that question has been 
decided by me, 1 

MmSiA TAMklllNMN KHAN: Is it not a fact ibid the Isteif April 
is appsoabhlngf 
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MilliYi ABDUL BARI: No, Sir, it is still far off. So, 1 would 
requ0^t you, as a Custodian of the privileges of this House, l/i enquire 
into the matter and take what steps you think neeassarv, so^far as this 
report in the “Advance” is concerned. 

Mf. SPEAKER: Well, it is not for me to say whether the Firit 
of April ia approaching or not, because the member himself knows very 
w^ell when it will approach. But I myself was surprised in the morning 
when my attention was drawn to this re|K)rt in the “Advance.” I took 
the matter to be very wions and T thought that it might he mentioned 
in the House to-day. mice then 1 have had an opportunity of receiving 
representatives of the Press and what they have said is this: The 
repfjrter in question is a gentleman who does not belong to this pro- 
vince. He was newly appointed and when the division results were 
annouioed theie was chqjping from the ()p|Mi>siti(m si<le at ibat moment, 
which all of you remember, and he lr>ok it that this clapping meant 
a defeat for (Tovernment and under this impression be rejxuted that 
the motion was carried. I personally had an oj)port unity of discussing 
this matter with the representatives of this paper and I feel that w'hile 
much can l»e said on the extremely careless manner in which this 
news was reported, I am prepared to believe that the new.spn]H‘r imme- 
diately after realised its mistake and tc^ok all the muessarv steps with 
a view to rectify it. My attention was drawn to this facd, not because 
of this statement, but because I found that my copy of the “AtUauce” 
was not received till about 10 o’clock this morning, and 1 was wondering 
what had hajipened. I sent for a copy from the hawkers and it was 
with diificulty that a copy could be procured for me from a very far-off 
place. These are farts |)ersonnlly known to me. After that icpreMenla- 
tives of this paper came and saw me. They said that they came to 
know of thi.s mistake only when the “cop\” was in the machine and 
about 500 copies were sent out for circulation. They immediately took 
steps to stop any further printing of this “cop\ ” and they published a 
second edition of this paper which was placed l)efore me. (onsidering 
the fact that I myself could not get the paper in time but had to wait 
for some time to get it — near about 10 o’clock — I was quite prejiared to 
believe that the newspaper had taken all ix)s.sible steps to rectify this 
blunder. At the same time I must say that a grave respr)nHibility lies 
on the Pre.ss reporters in a matter like this, and I hope in future this 
will be a sufficient warning to all newsfmper rpix)rters, and that they 
should not write from their privileged position in this House anything 
except what they actually see for them.selves in an^v matter concerning 
th^ piroceedings of this House. For the time being, however, I am 
saHsffed thai it is an extremely careless act on the part of the newe- 
paper' reporter concerned, but on the facts before me, I am equally 

satisfied that the matter is not such as to deserve any further notice 
^ . • * 
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from us except an admonition from me that any such careless act on 
the part 'of any paper will meet with adequate and the severest step. 

I have carefully gonq into the matter and I not only saw the representa- 
tives of the paper but I saw the reporter in question also. I had 
therefore an opportunity of judging him personally and from all the 
facts and circumstances I feel that I should not take any further 
notice except to say that the newspaper will take the earliest jwssible 
opportunity of narrating the circumstances which caused this blunder in 
a prominent place in its next issue and give publicity to it. In the 
meantime I have also received a second edition of the pa]>er which was 
brought before me for my perusal^ from which the offending head lines 
were excised. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: May I bring to your notice the fact that 
this was knowingly and deliberately done, because in the concluding 
portion of the column it is stated that the cut-motion was lost, and the 
grant was fully voted? That shows that there is no substance in the 
plea of ignorance taken up by the reporter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: At any rate it is my decision that the explanation 
is satisfactory and we need not take any further notic^e ot this unhappy 
affair. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, the mischief has already been 
because already a large number of thi.s paper has been circulated in the 
mufassil and 1 do not know h(fw the mischief \Nhich lias been done by 
this circulation can be undone. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will be undone by the fact that 
the Huq Ministry bus not resigned. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 can say this much that if I was not satisfied 
with all the facts and circumstances, I would have taken proper notice 
and would have considered whether the reporter concerned should be 
given the facilities of taking report of our proceedings. But I have 
got to take into account not merely the motive and intention but also 
other human factors. Taking all these into consideration I have been 
fully satisfied that so far as the reporter is concerned, he is a man work- 
ing with all his faults, and w^e should give him the benefit to the frail- 
ties of human nature and its weaknesses and not be carried away by 
any idea that punishment should be meted out to each and every case 
of negligence or inaccuracy. I have given sufficient warning to the 
man concerned and the representatives of the newspaper are prepared 
to l^ublish an apology in to-morrow’s issue. As regards the mischief^ 
it is beyond my confrol. 
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‘*40— Agrieuitur*." 

Th* Hon'bla Nawab Khanja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooai 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. ld,3G,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agrriculturc.” 

With your permission may I correct a printing error on page 11 ? 
The word should be “project” instead of “budget.” 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I beg to move that the tlemand 
made by the Hoii’ble Minister for Agriculture be reduced by a sum of 
Rs. KK) to raise a discussion on the administration of the Departnient of 
Agriculture and the failure of Government to undertake a comprehen- 
sive plan for the improvement of agriculture and the condition of the 
agriculturists. 

In moving this motion, I must say, 1 am weighed with the fulness 
oi heart that a subject like this deserves ami 1 submit that the Hon’ble 
Minister and the party behind him will take it not so much as a imlitical 
clap-trap but as a statement of a genuine worker in the cause of tlio 
country who is anxious to see that his countrymen are lifted up from 
the position they are put to at the moment. The burrowing condition 
of our villages needs no argument. Kvery one of us knows fully well 
the difficulties experienced in the village because of the uneconomic 
character of agriculture at the moment. Agriculture, Sir, has ciMised 
to he a remunerative occupation. In fact, as the Statutory Heport of 
the Reserve Bank of India on the Agricultural (Vedil I)ei>artment 
states, “Agriculture is not so much of a profession to-day as a mere 
mode of living,” because there is no other ulteriialive. In u situation 
like this, mere coj)y-book preachings or white pa])er statements, — I 
must not say white lies -will not solve the situation. VVe are anxiou« 
to see the situation tackled with boldness, we are anxious to see that 
measures are taken now and without dela\ to improve the condition of 
the tenants and the agriculturists. The statement circulated by the 
Hou’ble Minister has, at most, given us a picture of certain things that 
he has got in his mind, in his imagination. 1 must say. this statement 
has not at all lieeii convincing about the steps taken so far and the 
steps that are immediately hefon* us in improving the lot of the agri- 
culturists. The present-day pfw?ition of agriculture is de]durable. 
Agriculture, as 1 have already said, wdiich is the sole .stay of practically 
tbe whole of’Bengal’s population, does not bring even sufficient return 
to cover the costs thereof. The average yield, as* we had some time 
ago occasion to discuss, does not pay the agriculturist even for his own 
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maintenance for a few months beyond the harvesting season. The 
tenants/ as a result, are increasingly being thrown out of land, and in 
many parts of Bengasi, as the Hon^ble the Finance Minister himself has 
stated, cullivation is being given up and depopulation is setting in. In 
others, the pressure on land is increasing to an appalling extent and 
the result thereof is a situation that is threatening the very existence 
of the people. 

As human power has deteriorated due to malaria, malnutrition and 
eocial conditions so has also the live-stock, the other important agency 
or power with which we produce from land. Then again, the quality 
of land has deteriorated and along with it all the instruments of pro- 
duction. The primitive implements, the seeds that have been of a very 
poor character have remained as they were and credit facilities have 
not improved in the least. Communications continue to be extremely 
difficult, and on the top of all that, taxation, rent and other levies con- 
tinue to be highly burdensome. That being the position at the present 
moment, we have to examine the activities of the Agriculture Depart- 
ment in the light of these circumstances. I submit, Sir, that the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has miserably failed to tackle the problems and 
that it has not even touched the fringe of the problem. The difficulties 
of course have been manifold. Some of them, the Hon’ble Minister 
himself has admitted in his note. The officers and the stall' of the 
department have not only not got the requisite qualification for the 
kind of jobs they have got to do, and they have not got the requisite 
experience, but also they have not, so far as the lower staff is concerned, 
the requisite number to handle the problems to any appreciable extent. 
The administration continues to be top-heavy, in so far as there is hardly 
any real work to be done by the Director of Agriculture and his 
Assistant, whereas at the bottom there is a complete dearth of sufficient 
number of men to handle district farms, the expansion of which has been 
checked and there are no assistants to the District Officers or Superin- 
tendents in charge of farms so that they might be available for doing 
a little bit of propaganda work without which farm work becomes 
absolutely meaningless. There is a complete lack of planning so far as 
scientific research work is concerned, and from the report of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture we notice that the scientific studies that they have 
so far been carried on have not in all cases very much connection with 
the life of this province. As the studies that are carried on have not 
been co-ordinated as between one department and another, so also 
between the research section and the farm section there is not so much of 
interconnection marntaiued, and the studies of the research section! are 
not actually put into operation in the farms. And those who ara in 
, ^Aiarge of the farms do hot have any opportunity of spreading the infor- 
mation to the actual cultivators in the village. This lack of co^ordina- 
tion in the different sections of the department is not the only difficulty 
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uiid«r which the department is labouring. There is also lack of co- 
ordination between Agriculture, Veterinary, Co-operative* Public 
Health, Irrigation and Coniraunications Departments, all of which are 
so much interrelated that they cannot be divorced one from the oilier. 
In fact, in the United States of America there i.s one Secretary of State 
who looks after all these different departments because they realise their 
essential unity of purpose. Agricultural education is sadly neglected. 
The man in charge have not the requisite qualifications. In fact, I 
know at least of one officer who is now the Inspector of Agricultural 
Education, who has not even got the matriculation certificate and who 
has never undergone any kind of practical traiiiing or education in any 
Agricultural Institute. Jobberies are going on galore. 1 have pointed 
out ill connection w’ith various questions put in this House to the 
Hon’ble Minister, how patronage and jobbery have been permitted to 
continue in this department to the detriment of efficiency. This being 
the position, we have to judge the action of the present Government 
not so much with regani to their future promises, hut with reference to 
their past achievements A c‘omprehensive policy is needed, and a 
policy which can he seen now . a j>olicv which can be made effective in 
no time. Two or three tliou.sand rupees jnnvided for small projects 
here and there with big names behind them will not satisfy any section 
of the House and any section of our countrymen. The two outstanding 
questions that are engaging every section of this House and everyone 
outside are the questions of ilepressed prices (»f our agricultural pro- 
duce, and tlie question of improvement of the net yield per unit of land 
and unit of human efforts. 

So far us the question of jirices is concerned, this (iovernment has 
not as yet given us any indication of policy in maintaining or in raising 
the prices of agricultural produce — smdi as rice, sugarcane and jute. 
1 shall not detain the House long on this (luestion, because I presume 
there will he a full firess deliate on s<»me suhsc<juent motion in this con- 
nection. As regards jute, I have given most careful ami anxious 
thought to the question of fixing or retaining a reasonably high price 
for it. 1 must submit and accept with all humility that there are 
genuine difficulties in the way. I must do so because 1 did, when I 
realized these difficulties, go up to reputed Professors to obtain some 
light. Yo^- might be knowing one of them who came here in connec- 
tion with the Science (ongress, Professor J. A. Venn of the Queen'i 
College, Cambridge, who had a good deal to do with the measures taken 
in Great Britain in securing higher prices for Great Britain’s agricul- 
tural products since 1928. Professor Venn I consulted on several 
occasions, and having obtained his expert advice and having the special 
conditions of my country in my mind, I came to the conclusion that 
prices of jute certainly can be raised if only we Ire prepared to addpi 
Md^lleasuree, although so far as tbe^^taethdd concenied there 
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might be some difference of opinion. It is extremely regrettable that 
the Government has not taken any steps so far for the maintenailce of 
some reasonable price of jute. If there was time, I would have given 
the House Vny own scheme of maintaining fair prices for this important 
commodity. I hope a future occasion will be found to permit me to 
place my views in extenw. I do not believe, Sir, there will be any 
difficulty in the way of the Government if instead of emphasising the 
method of restriction of production, attempts are made to control the 
price of jute at the top, that is to say, at the place where the jute is 
ultimately sold to those who are the actual consumers, namely, the 
mill-owners and the big purchasers at the exporting centre. In 
whatever province jute is produced, — Bengal, Bihar or Assam, — jute 
must ultimately pass on to the jute mills or to foreign countries through 
the exporters. If we can fix a minimum price payable by the exporters 
and the jute mill-owners, assuring them in return that their reason- 
able margin of profit would be maintained, — by so arranging things 
that the hessian price in the world market is maintained sufficiently 
high, — I suppose there will be no difficulty in evolving a practicable and 
reasonable scheme. I have the essentials of this scheme for ensuring 
a fair price of jute drawn up, and I shall place these before experts 
whenever necessary. 

So far as the cultivators are concerned, if we want to give real 
benefit to them and not to middlemen, we will have to establish a 
number of “regulated markets” — not on an experimental basis of a 
few scattered markets here and there — so that the benefits of a rise in 
the price at the mills and exporting centres may be ])a8sed on to them. 
I have studied the arrangements made in the regulated markets of 
Berar and Bombay. I have also had occasion to examine the sugges- 
tions made in a very beautiful book recently written by a Professor of 
the Lucknow University on Agricultural Marketing in Northern India. 
I agree with him generally when he says that only restrictions on the 
cultivation of jute for pushing up prices will fail to achieve the objective. 
We have, therefore, to think of other methods. Measures should also 
be taken to ensure lair price for rice and sugarcane. But more 
important than the question of fixation of prices is the problem of 
improving agricultural production, and for this all possible steps should 
be taken. I have suggested some comprehensive plan in this regard as 
proposed in a resolution of which I gave notice. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I propose, other factors remaining what they are, 
to" close this debate affiout 7-15. So, the debate will go on till 7 o’clock 
when the Hon’ble l^inister wfll reply. I think it will be cotiTenient 
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if two or three iiiotioiis of more or less allied nature are mored, and 
after that the debate will be open. 


Mahmii SASHI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUIIHURY, if 
MllktagaOiUh Myinensingh: Mr. S^ieaker, Sir, 1 do not wish to move 
the cut motion, but 1 want to speak generally on this subject. 

Sir, we have had a lot of research and experimental thinjrs done in 
experimental fanns in different provinces and also in this iirovince. 
But up to now we have had no demonstration farm.s. Sir, we <lo not 
know exactly what is heinpr carrie<l on there nor do we know’ what are 
the results of their experiments and their re.search. 

AVith reji^ard to tiie education of aji^riculture to the tenantry, Sir, 
they should be taught fiow' one crop should follow another. 1 mean they 
should be taught the rotation of crops. Besides that. Sir, the> should 
also he taught tlie advantages and disa<lvantnges of using .seeds grown 
on their owmi laml. Sir, some .s(»eds that are grown in tlteir land 
produce less crop than it they get the same seed from another land. 

With regard to the jute restriction problem, Sir, 1 do not think any 
kind of propaganda would he of much avail, hut what I would suggest 
is that the tenuntr\ should he taught what substitute cnips could be 
grown for jute, and also what crops they could grow between their 
main cr(»j)s. In Bengal, Sir. the tenant does not know liow to grow' 
other crops. So, we generall.x fiml out of the >ear almost six months 
he le.nains idle, he<-ause he has nothing to do. If a substitute crop 
coultt he made available to him which he couhl grow' in those six months, 
it would go u great deal in restricting jute. 

Sir, w'ith regard to the cattle improvement, .some hulls are supplier!, 
but no care is being taken by (lovernment to keep them in specifieil 
areas I doubt whether they will be of any benefit at all. Sir, they 
will only go and join the inas.«es and become bad themselves. AV^liere 
bulls are supplied, an area should be fixed and all other bulls in that 
locality should be castrated. 


Sir, as regards the cattle also, we require two different species; one 
to supply us with milk, and the other mainly for the use of draft. I dri 
not know, Sir, whether the bulls that have been supplies! are for the 
milking purposes or for the improvement of draft cattle. Besides that, 
Sir, Bengal cow is very small, whereas the foreign bulls from the 
Punjab and other places are rather big, and I do not think they will 
auit one another. 

• 

Sir, with regard to agriculture becoming unprobiable, it is mainly 
due I ahouM say to the agricultural plots becoming smaller and smaller 
day by day, whereas the population is increasing* day by day, and the 
snore division there is in the different holdings, the more land has to 
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be kept in waete for demarcation of tbe different plots, so a lot of land 
is being lost in that way also. 

Sir, there is also a programme, I find, for distribution of seeds. I 
do not kndw, Sir, if in return anything good is to be expected from 
that distribution, or is it only a sort of propaganda that the seeds are 
given and nothing to be heard beyond that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of information. Are 
we to understand that those who are snpp ert i ng Government are 
allowed to move their cut motions? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They can move their motions but they should not 
call for a division. They may simply speak for the purpose of draw- 
ing attention to or narrating the grievances. 

Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was that what we understood by 
your ruling? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I made it abundantly clear that it would be better 
constituted propriety in a party system of Government, if they do 
not move at all. But I would leave the matter for the party and 
party mernWrs to decdde for themselves if they would or would not 
do it. As a matter of fact, this rigid convention has biougbt in a 
spirit of grievances, even in England, that this shuts out members a 
valued opportunity to ventilate grievances. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: And it makes discus- 

sions unreal. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Who knows that tbe Coalition party may not be 
rebels to-morrow and may be deprived of tbe opportunity of speaking 
in this House. 

Mauivi MUHAIAMAD ABDUR RA8HEED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
am not moving my motion but I will generally speak on the question. 
The relief of the peasantry is tbe chief concern of all (iovernmenis 
and should be particularly of the present Government in which the 
Proja interest is so largely represented. One of the chief items in 
our programme is the relief of the agriculturists from the burden of 
indebtedness under which they are groaning. Debt Settlement Boards 
have been established practically oil over the province and are func- 
tioning. How far fhese Boards will la* successful in tbe task we do 
not know, but even assuming that they succeed in reducing the existing 
indebtedness of the^agrirulturist, they cannot solve the problem of 
theirl future difficullies and requirements. It is well known that tJue 



DEMAND FOB GRANT.- 


4 

193 *.] 


>5T 


staying powei’s of the Bengal peasants and particularly those of 
Western Bengal is practically nil. During the cultivation season, the 
average agriculturist requires moqey sometimes to buy cattle or seeds — 
but generally for the maintename of his family till hap^est time 
comes. This assistance he used to gel previously from the village 
mahajans though the latter used to charge exorbitant rates of interest, 
they gave temporary relief to cultivators from their difficulties. Now 
that the Relief of Agricultural Indebtedness Act is in force, muhajaua 
will not advance any money to the agriculturists; and unless some other 
agency comes forward to help them at the time of their needs, the 
condition of the cultivators will become miserable. It is, therefore, 
of the utmost importance that Govenmient should take steps to eome 
to their aid when they require financial help. Sir, under the Agricul- 
turists Loans Act, Government gives out loans when there is famine or 
distress in any particular area, hut the conditions under which and 
the manner in which these advances are made will not serve the pur- 
pose w’hich I liave in view in discussing this (jucstion. As I have 
mentioned before, iigriculturist retpiires temporary assistance at the 
time of cultivation. Tlie money tliey Injrrow then, can be recovered 
from them when the crops are harvested. Grivernment should make 
liriaitgements to give them this assistance at the prop(*r time through 
Fnion Boards and <m easy terms. As an experimental measure, I 
suggest that a certain amount he placed at the disposal of the rollect4)r 
to he utilised for this purpose. We ha%'e created a permanent fund 
of 10 lakh.s of rupees for famine relief, and if famine means as it does 
mean in tliese days of easy communication, scarcity of money, Bengal 
peasant suffeis fn)in severe famine ever>' year during the cult i vat ion 
.season, and we ought to create another special fund for the relief of 
this annual famine. The Debt Settlement Boards which ^^e have 
started if properly worked, will systematise agriculturist de}»ts and 
tell them exactly how and liow much they will have to pay. The 
proposed Land Mortgage Banks will help them in licpiidating their 
accumulated debts as settled by the Debt Settlement Boards, but in 
order that they may not have to incur fresh debts from the lo{‘al 
mahajans for their niaiiitenance and existence during cultivation 
season, it it absolutely necessary that we should create another fund for 
advancing short period loans to the village cultivators without or 
wuth nominal interest. The Hon’hle Minister for Agriculture in the 
White Papt r that he ha.s circulated says under the head “Assistance 
to cultivators” that this subject. Sir, does not come wuthin his juris- 
diction. Sir, the Famine Relief Fund ha.s l)een created primarily for 
the village cultivators and that fund is controlled by the Revenue 
Department. I do not understand why the Agricultural Department 
cannot have another fund for its own department. If it he convenient 
to transfer the subject to the Co-operative Department, we have n^ 
objection i hut I do not find any reason why the Hon ’hie Minister for 
Agriculture canliot in coneultation with Fis hoDOurahJe coUeaffpie df 



DEMAND FOR^GRANT. 


[23ro Mai., 


the Co-operative Department make an clear-rut pronouncement regard- 
ing this matter. The Hon^ble Minister for Agriculture has enu- 
merated in his White Paper the many schemes he has formulated for 
improved c seeds, ifnproved implement.s and improved agriculture on 
scientific lines. With due respect to the Hon’ble Minister, I submit 
that he has caught the wrong end of the stick. Existence fii‘st and 
improvement next. Tjet them exist and then they will improve. I 
nm strongly of opinion that if this very necessary fund l»e not created 
immediately, I mean simultaneously with the Debt Settlement Boards, 
the I/and Mortgage Banks and co-operative facilities, the entire agri- 
culture population of Bengal will in no time be transfoimed into agri- 
cultural labour, because village inahajans will not lend them money 
any more and in order to get the money they need for their food 
during cultivation season, they will have to sell their landed interests 
to Mie mahajans and then at last by and by the lands will pass on to the 
mahajans. With these words, Sir, I resume my seat in the hope that 
the Hon’ble Minister in consultation with his colleague of the Co- 
operative Department or any other department which he may think 
necessary, will tell us something on this point on behalf of the 
Government. 

Mr. JAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sij-, T l)eg to move that the 
demand of Us. 10,30,000 be reduced by H.s. 100 for which I raise 
discussion about the grievances of the cultivators. 

Sir, I think ever>^ member of this House has an idea about the so- 
<*alled Government Agrieultinal farms established in the difierent 
parts of the province. Sir, (ilovernment take up some lands within 
the municipal area or in the vicinity of the municipal area and stait 
demonstration farms appointing some officers who practically take no 
interest to acquaint the cultivators with the modern forms of cultiva- 
tion. The money given under the head “Agriculture” is misused for 
the construction of some buildings and in paying high salaries to the 
officers appointed who enjoy without any cost free supply of vegetable 
products produced in these gardens. These farm officers never distri- 
bute seeds or manures to the actual cultivators, and they never teach 
the tillers of the soil any scientific or improved methods of cultiva- 
tion. In this way Government maintains some officers only by the 
money budgeted for agriculture or in the name of agriculturists, 
without doing any good whatsoever to the real tillers of the soil. 
This money can be l>etter utilised if given to the cultivators as short- 
term loans with<mt interest. Sir, the province of Bengal is almost 
purely an agricultural country and the work of cultivation is being 
duae by poor and illiterate tillers of the soil from time immemorial 
without knowing any improved or scientific method of cultivation. 
So Bengal cannot prosper until and unless scientific methods of cuUi- 
vation are introduced^ Sir, these ^ ill iten^te, poor icultivatprs v 
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90 J|l«r cent, of the total population of the province; they form the 
nat^n; they are the backbone of the country and so the {grievances 
of Ae cultivators are practically the grievances of the nation. What 
are their grievances, Sir? These are their Imre ne{‘es8arh»s of life, 
namely, their education, santitntion and settlement of debts. 

Much has been said and disou.‘<sed about primary education for these 
poor cultivators, Sir. So, 1 need not say anything moi-e almut this 
again. But primary education i.> essentially necessary for the culti- 
vators. I like to say a few words only alamt tlieii sanitation, i.e., 
rural sanitation. Their sufferings tor want of medicine at the time of 
their illness and tlreir MiftVriiigs for want ot pure drinking water, 
especially in the months of t'haitra. Bnisakh and Jaistha, know lio 
iKiunds. So, Sir, there should be an arrangement for sufficient water- 
supply, and charitalde dispeiisaiie^ -lioiild be establisheii in the villages 
and uiiiofis without delay. 

These (ultivators. Sir, aie (»Nei head anil ear^ in debt. So, for 
settlement of their debts, (io\eiiiment should grant them loans either 
without any interest at all oi at a nominal interest. These are their 
grievances in short. Sir, which (iovernment, I thiiik, can very easily 
redress. 

the cultivators form !J0 per cent, of tlie population of the 
province, so 9t) per cent, or a vast majority of the memlmrs of this 
House too represent them. That being the case. Sir, if the represen- 
tatives of the cultivators lie united, nothing can la* impossible for 
them in the matter of redressing the grievances of the cultivators. 
Bengal cannot prosper, Sir, unless and until these grievances of the 
cultivators are removed, and the scientific method of cultivation is 
introduced in the province without delay, and the education, economic 
and fKiIitical status of the cultivators is improved. 

So, Sir, it is the legal and moral duty of the representatives of 
the cultivators in thi.i. House to work unitedly in order to ameliorate 
their conditions and discharge their duty in this respect. Sir, I 
humbly appeal to them to do the needful. 

With these few’ words, Sir, I l>eg to move my motion, and T tliink 
the whole House will support this motion of mine. 

Mr. 8YEO HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Mr. S]M*akei, Sir, might 
I request you to allow Mr. Maqbul Hossain to move the motion stand- 
ing in the name of Mr. Kamizuddin Ahiiicd, viz., No. 254? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thea Mr. Maqhul Hossain is not going to move 
hifl own motion ? 


Mr. iYCD HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: No^Sir. 
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Mr. MAQBUL HUSAIN: Sir, I beg to moTe that the demand of 
Be. 15,36,000 under the head ‘*40 — Agriculture** be reduced by 

Be. 100 to raise a discussion about the desirability of restricting jute 
production- by legislation and fixing the minimum price at Rs. 10. 
gPRlS SPOT House dHT 
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Oft 8m 5RT al SPTO CTOlff I jute restriction W 

fiw «ntr KV w ^yrsT 5RT afij 5 t^ to®’ ^ fcv 

3(8^1 a^ jute restriction aTO*( 5>rRR ^ I jut© restriction 

a(r •nt> 5TX fHSW ^ ^rf*r House a? member TO[ Wr»[ft ct ^nKTK 
T^ira*! a3(t af^ ^ sran* arfS^ 

f«c g(i\cg i w t w fJtat wrc?r:iH cal npt ^ cat 

afa ^FTca*T af?TO ^ ?a, «ntca af^ro a?T fa sraca ctrara aca 

fa aaa artar cacaa art? eialcaa eosra. afecara fca \ ardJa 

fa*aoa ajar fa^alaa aar a«aca( aaal w ec^ ciafa aar fa ca nrcIJa cstal Taira 

tat'a^ aril Ta^, Bengal Jute Enquiry Committet* aa report a 

caar ara ca era fua 8 C 3 a^ ara area 1 — (voices and inturmption 

aar Top, medium, bottom and rejection (Sv, ffTf, Ta*a aat CliK) 1 

arara aca fa ^ facarcIT ca irca us*ft Taira lar fcaca cal ma ardJa Ta*aia 
aa ata taT*a*^ lar fa — <aat cal aa aa 21T1 ^0^ iJnr ar ^0^ ^nr arait 

Taba^ circa casar f^ ar cia israca <a cacaa faicaa «iiTa. iticara a;;a^ fca eat 
ireaa a^ frta 5 to 1 i(t#l, errara aca fa ca sroa «nta SaT^ circaTf it ^ 
fT^caa stem ca*aa, facir c*aiTaa ca*araar irara aaurcaa an ciTt> are faci arcaa, 
iriT^ acncil ^rara stasra aaa^ lacaai aTacaca irara Tacaaa <al ca anaarar 
aciTci a n*ac*a «ai$; iracaa i «rr<iaTaT aiar aca ciracaa ar ca. 

aaarcaa iiai? fci aaa 41 sroa Swma lar fcacf laa ca sroca imarar apra ai cirl) 

faca^ ari irear TiTaa aa"tcaa Saircaa aasra afa araa ai cacie Sanaa lar fa 
iTfci cal?r aaa^ lar srcirca^ I'S ai 1 irta arrarcaa artlTa ai c*m arraarcaa Tail 
al w asr^ci ptI ca, iraarar aaal ill aia cira sraTfua aa^ra ^«araa ciracaa laal 
erraar irar aaa^ ciracar ^lat cirl facari arraar aarca ai^ < tiaW?ci <Gfta 
ciraci irtafa ( hear, hear ) afa ai^ara aia'ca?! ^arar lai, lar aalcaa Saira fa 
iTfca enaar al aiaWJci aracar, «nra afa nalcaa Smra ar fa iraca al ni<ca'^ci 
iraar a7t*r circa Tacari aa^arca ca irca arl faia fci, arcla araarca ca irea 
larsra f ’ci, ca cRTcaa a*a afa ar fa irfca lai aan ^ciarca a^ta carta area i 
iTcaa ira a^Mia $nra anca ari ircil irfa imarcaa Tali’ ^ lajara ciraTf 
ta, iraarar spira aa«(^ circa faicaa a*if 5 ca ara;7ri 


Htji 8 AFIRUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to say that Bengal is an 
agricultural country; most of her people are agriculturists. It is the 
desire of everybody inside and outside the House that the deplorable 
condition of the cultivators is improved, the question of their dal hhat 
is solved and their indebtedness is removed. Bift bow to solve these 
questions? In my opinion all these problems can be solved by the 
improvement of the cattle of the cultivators. Cattle is the moat 
valuable asset of the cultivators, without the inJprovement of which 
nothing can be done towards the amelioration of jbe condition of the 
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pea^uto of Beugal. The cultivators are regarded as the backb(»i« ^ 
the country and it can be legitimately said that cattle is the backbone at 
the cultivators. 

The porerty and the indebtedness of the cultivators are mainly due 
to the fact that they have no stout and strong bullocks for their ploughs, 
they have some lean, thin and weak bullocks. Good preparation and 
well manuring of the field are the two main things for cultivation. 
Cowdung is the best manure and it is less expensive. They have to 
borrow money every year to purchase the bullocks at a high rate of 
interest and the greater part of their yearly income is taken away by the 
mabajans leaving almost nothing for their maintenance. 

Bengal depends mainly (m Bihar for the supply of cattle. Lakhs 
and lakhs of rupees are taken away by the Biharies everj" year. This 
drainage of money should be stopped. Otherwise it is hopeless to cry 
for the improvement of the cultivators. Government is spending much 
money for the purchase of stud bulls from the Punjab. The lean, thin 
and weak cows of liengal are quite unable to bear the services of those 
bulls and do not produce good calves. The bulls and cows id good 
origin should he brought and cattle breeding farm should be estahlislied 
at least one in each thana and cattle should be supplied to cultivators 
at a low price. In this way within a few years the improvement ot the 
cattle can be done and the grievances of the cultivators will be removed. 

Now, Sir, let us turn to the other aspect of the question. Malaria 
has overtaken the country. Quinine is distributed freely amonL* the 
poor cultivators. But, Sir, you know that ehect of quinine is very 
dangerous witlimit milk. The p(»or cultivators generally go without 
milk. Thus, Sir, we see that the health and Avealth of the cultivators 
depends mainly on cattle. 

The establishment of the debt eoiiciliation hoards will do little good. 
What the debt cemciliation hoards will do unless the agriculturist has 
a surplus income after meeting their most urgent and pressing needs? 

For the improvement of cultivatnm. for the better quality and . 
quantity of crops reference has been made by the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister for scientific method of cultivation ; but it would he very 
difficulty for the poor and illiterate cultivators to have recourse to that. 
Provision has been made for propaganda work and demonstration of 
farming methods. But, Sir, may I ask who will prepare the field for 
farming purposes? I fail to understand the purpose for which the 
agriculture farms are estahlislied. Are these farms established to help 
the cultivators or to make profits for the (lovernment? None of these 
purposes are .served. They absohitel\ do no good to the cultivators nor 
do they bring any profit to the (lovernment. These are sheer waste of 
money. The cultivators of Bengal know how to cultivate their lands. 
They are in want of materials for euhivatioD. Sir, supply them with 
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ami you will see they will create wonderful results. Sir, the 
Depurtment of Agriculture is doing absolutely no good to the peasants. 
It failed to diagnose the disease the cultivators are suffering from. Sir, 
there is no dearth of Pr(tja Uondhoox at the present day. /)f course- 
they have become so with a motive behind. Since the beginning of the- 
present constitution up till now no gi>od has been dime to the cultivators. 
The only l)eneficial thing, the Bengal Tenancy Act amendment, is still 
on the anvil and we do not kn(»w what shape it will take. 

The Hon'ble Finance Minister in his written budget speech tmiched 
the problem of the improvement of live.HttM*k. The Hoirble Minister for 
Agriculture also said many things regarding the improvement of cattle. 

I thank them for their appreciation of the importance of cattle but I am 
sorry they failed to make adeijuate provisions for the purpose. 

Mere propaganda by fixing the posters on the walls * *tfif C^’lV 
tfW ^ improve the condition of the 

niltivators. The department of jute restriction propaganda is doing 
nothing. Sir. to meet the grievances of the jute-growing cultivator*- 
1 carnestlv a}»peal to the (iovernment for finding out the market and 
bringing forward a Jute-< ontndling Act. Sir, in my opinion, rural up- 
lift is possible b> making provision for pasture lands, provision for 
manuring the field, and provision for cattle breeding and by finding 
out market for important agricultural commodities. 

Sir, in this connection, one thing may be mentioned that cattle dis- 
ease has taken its virulent t\i)e in tlie province. To cope with that, in 
every tluina at least one veterinarx dispensary should Ite established. 

Sir, in conclusion, I beg to remind the Government of the learned 
saying: “A bold peasantry, their country’s pride, when once destroyed 
can never be sui>plie(l.” 

Mauivi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: 

SRF ^a.O^.ooo &TVT BM *tlir 

TO *nr^T?(1 fti ac? ^ fro 

RIt m Department «RTOFT rvn m ffl 

fR «rgT WltroTf <9^ fix CX BIXT 

cx wnxf iTO TOiT BTxr f?[ Btfror ^ 5X fxw sxrx xw xux 
^ 9m Fipfetrx ftcB ftm fvm ■f^ to tnix) «tTlx a^ xrrx to 
3X1X :pnx xrcTOft tobi bix to xnx « Jtxtx xint 

^nXTX^ XTCTO^t fRB =WTX I (at 

TO rCB ton, torf^ "PX ?X) BTX to «iA torra XIfY txtx Director 

of Agriculture fBfX m m 5^ XTO mm fICB n TOTX mix 
xfix XTTO I xrt^ awB cxrro •nt# cx b^txito cto xr cxtx toB snt t 
'mmm croi fror m fxi; Pm to btoI ax5T «rx ^ifro ^ m frotr? tox 
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SJWJI JWW5 4«raR CSWi CS ^'IjT ClSlST TO al Department 

a5r «rTls csrdJT •(!>«( vf?Rr— a«R Isnr jtto «!wrv «ns>rps rw 

tnt^|fc?o?c I iT'fr ^ WT *nxs •ir \ CRC*Rt ch^^h*^ ^ 4 ^ 

toc*r;; ijsn'snrv ssro T4#rt«t srra Wdwi ^ jto ssit wpr to 5Tcv 

^441# ART ST*WT 4^44 ^ 4 S’WT “C^F CHfM 4^C4 

^srfsTO «fw4 *wreR (c^ csrro stto?) «nt5( asTR csryr? 

^ m r mi to ^faix ^cw ^tro sTt^n-i gcrfs =rr <r4 r H;c4s nc^ Rxsti: 
f^.f*BPR4 <f ^l4 f^CSit TOR S[TO 4T44lt4«^, RTfS C^TO CHICu^ 

RS 1 4TOR Rifs fS4FteC^ ?TO 5RT aTO TO’F'i;;^ wfcs 
^t^CTOSffi «nts «(;;4 ^ 4 * 11:4 '5*i4r4 4f;or ^ Rcsff <5*r4]4 4f 

^11^4 ®ttrb4 ®nR5r 6 r*tT^T4 ^F®(r fFi^ *( 1^1 froir a*R t^M •r faTn T4CR*"t 4C4*< 
5nt TOTl'b t44»l®t SOT SOTt CTO SSTO TO I STO 41414^4 CSS SS HHC^A SCS STCSS 

fSTO rrOTCb s’cs swcst otstcss smr c«rc^ an to toc^ s^csi cs an fs^r cs’cs 
SI, TCI SI, CTO TOHI ^’CI SI, ab<F\Ta OTTO CTO TO STOS Bmiker 

as^ i[tssn aiT ssit ?to tscs 1^51*5 to rot^ tots otci «csi Ssi scsi ctot 
OT fro fsircis, cst icsi crorr ascs^ otcsi stst to srfsci fro toi ot st to 
SOT tWji a^ «w" 3 ncii CTO to^ iTO sti 

At this sta^e the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Maulvi liONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: I beg to move that the demand 
for a sum of Rh. 15,36,000 under the head ‘*40 — Agriculture’^ be re- 
duced by Rs. 100. 

aTOCR eifisr w;j5l CS«IT fSTOTBRl STIS TOSTO STSS^ spsl STOI OTR 
CS Statement fsCIClS OTCb^ rTto COTCICfS CS, “ There has 

been for some time a persistent demand that the Government 
should introduce measure to 6x a minimum price for jute. 
TO5[I aTOCR TTir ?TPF 5RTOriC«TI STSi fSCI a^ Assembly Cb aCTOS blTTO 
TOR TOT aTOJ TOS^, froi CTOI TOTCSI OTISTT^ *Pa1 SCTOI TOTCSI 8RTOI 
TOlirr CS CTOTC^ CTOCf^ Statement aiSCntiCICIl Ms 

Statement a OTI niTOt n^I TOTtIT a TOR CTOCfS Cl, “ I do not say that 
obmpulrory restrletion or fixing of minimum prices will inevitably 
mult from this Survey but 1 do say that no one can now say mthout the 
date such a Survey will provide whether compulsory restriction or fixiilg 
cl minimum prices is or is not practicable under existing condition/’^ 
RKlT fbfS 4A TO RiTO CTOia OTTO CITCTOS CS, al Cl ^1- TO STIT itIF CTO 
Cl 8WTCTOT ai^ Jute oensua IbTTtS ICSOTIC«(ITOCI?^ICIC^ WCR fSfR^ 
CTO scheme TOS Sltl at 8(fsW^ TOI 9[ST fbfs ab OTSFT TOTCSI TO 
CtCltlS TOt al ^TfTSr TOR Wf C SC* ^ ! CTO Slflg TO CTO SCS II STI tURTIT 

nnli TcTtSR s;rt tW 4 > inw etssTO toiotot fur ^ otiIhto sOTti® ¥ir 
trfT «isT CTO ScROT sfror «nts Tirir TO sri at fTOf^ to e to TOdi 
TOH TO fTOl fOTS^ TOR Sltl 
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Mr* w. A. M« WALK6R: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak oa tke 
quasHon of ike cut motioii on the failure of the Government to fix a 
minimum ptice for jute. Sir, this is a hardy annual but the question has 
loomed more in the public eye recently on account of private members 
bills which have been circulated for opinion. 

I have studied the views of most of the leading commercial bodies 
and can find no support whatever for the particular proposal of fixing 
a minimum price for jute — in fact there seems to be a wholesale con- 
demnation of the idea in all commercial circles. 

There are many aiMpts from which one might criticise this minimum 
price question such Jw^ihe point of view of other provinces. .Tute is 
not a monopoly of Bengal and the co-operation of other jute-growing 
provinces would be essential. From the stony silence with which they 
appear to have received the Hon’ble Minister’s overtures in connection 
with jute restriction it seems even more likely that they would have 
nothing whatever to do with a scheme for fixing prices when by refrain- 
ing from doing so they might reap considerable Ijenefit by way of the 
Jute Export Tax. 

But it is not from this point of view particularly that 1 wish to 
examine the question, and as the time at my disposal is short, I shall 
confine the rest of my remarks to the proposition as it appears to the 
industry which 1 represent in this Assembly, the Indian Jute Mills 
Association. 


There is a large section of the supporters of this proposal who in 
their zeal for the welfare of the cultivators appear entirely to overlook 
the fact that this is closely hound up with the welfare of the Jute Mill 
Industry. The position of jute in Bengal does not end with the culti- 
vation and marketing of the fibre, over (»(> f>er cent, of the jute crop 
is manufactured in and around Calcutta and the expansion and contrac- 
tion of this large industry depends to a very great extent upon the 
cheapness of the raw material and the consetjuent attractiveness of 
cheap wrapping materials to consuming centres. The industry has 
already had bitter experiences of restricted demand consequent upon 
high prices and the substitution of other materials than jute for packing 
purposes. Within the past 2 or 3 years, however, there has been an 
► expansion of demand, particularly from America and this has been due 
solely to the cheap prices ruling. I would warn hon’ble members that 
attempts to raise the price of the raw material to anywhere near the 
levels suggested by some of the movers of these cut motions will result 
in an immediate failing off of demand from consumers. 

This will not only result in large stocks of the raw materials accumu- 
lating presumably on the hands of Government but will be a very con- 
siderable loss in revenue to the province thronglf the drCp in income 
from the Export Tax on manufactured goods. ^ ^ 

19 
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Goreniinents of consuming centres and iu particular of America have 
the interests of their own growers of raw materials for packing to con- 
sider and it is principally the undoubted advantage of th^ cheap jute 
wrapper which has ^prevented legislation in favour of other materials. 
Once prices are raised to the levels which would be resultant upon some 

the suggestions of hon’ble member the question of substitutes will 
immediately come into active being and the whole province will be a 
heavy loser. There are of course other aspects of the question such 
as the possibility of the Government being required to carry and finance 
enormous stocks amounting to many crores of rupees and the cessation 
of advances such as are made by balers to he par is and fariahs. These 
and many other grave problems would arise but the main point to be 
stressed is that the fixing of a minimum price for jute at anywhere near 
the suggested figure would undoubtedly restrict the outlet for jute and 
open the way to competition from substitutes. As my hon’ble friend 
and namesake sitting on the benches below me has written in a note 
on this question — “The scheme would have a brief and doubtless merry 
existence for a season but would be followed by disastrous result^.” 

Sir, I commend this warning to the House and would appeal io all 
those who have the interests of the province at heart to reflect gravely 
upon the consequences of the adoption of a policy such as is suggested 
by the movers of these cut motions. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker left the Chair and Mr. Depuiy Speaker 
took the Chair.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QADIR; Si^ I will only speak 
a few words on a most important subject now, for a hundred years cotton 
cultivation in Bengal was neglected. Bengal was once famous for pro- 
ducing the finest cotton in the world, up to the year 17tS9 as will ai>pear 
from the Report of Mr. Evans, the then Director of Agriculture, Bengal, 

I am just reading a few lines from his reports for the information of 
the hon’ble members: “The decline of industry appears to have set 
in about the year 1789; thus in that year the exports from Dacca alone 
amounted to Rs. 12 lakhs a year. In the year 1813 they did not 
exceed Rs. 3J lakhs and in 1817 they ceased altogether.” In the days 
when the industry was in its prime, however, there seems to he no ^ 
doubt whatever that all the cotton required w^as growm locally. Thus 
Luillier writing in 1726 speaks of large quantities of cotton being grown 
in Bengal and that the plants grew to a height of three feet, Mr. Hebb, 
Commercial Residen,t of Dacca, in a report to the East India Company, 
dated 1788, speaks of the staple as “the finest cotton in the world and 
producing cotton of astonishing beauty and fineness.” 

“A few plants ihay, however, still be discovered in out-of-the-way 
peurts of the Madhunur jungle. If seed can be obtained, however, it in 
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probftbk that it will prove ^oet valuable as a basis for future selection 

and improvement.” 

“The Province of Bengal as at present constituted grows^ less cotton 
in proportion to its sise than an}^ other province in India. “ 

“The early cotton is grown entirely in the Chittagong Hill Tracts by 
aboriginal tribes employing very primitive methods of cultivation. 
It consists of a very short stapled harsh cotton used for mixing with 
wool or for packing mattresses, etc. In the trade it is classified as 
“Comilla.” 

“The late cotton is grown in scattered areas over tlit* higher lying 
portions of Bankura and Midnapore in Western Bengal.” 

I have submitted a sclieme to the Ilon’ble Minister for Agriculturo 
on 17th April 1937 regarding the cotton cultivalion. The Hon'ble 
Minister was pleased to forward my report to the Director of Agricul- 
ture, who submitted my report to the Cotton Mill Owners’ Association 
who has adopted my scheme and has promised that they are willing 
to contribute Its. 10,000 for this purpose and long stapled cott»>ii will be 
grown with that help. I have personal experience (d’ long stu])le<l 
cotton and I am vcr> much convinced that this sort of cidton, namely, 
“Dharwar-American” cotton, can be grown in any high land of Bengal. 
The Hon’ble Minister has also asked the Director of Agriculture to 
make experiments in six districts of Bengal for this sort of cott(»u and 
from the rejiorts of Mr, S. C. Mitter, the Director of Industries, it 
appears that Rs. lo crores worth of cotton goods are imported into 
Bengal annually, and if we can introduce this cidton cultivation, it will 
bring additional income to the poor agri<*ulturist and they will be able 
to have some of their clothes made from their own cott<m spiin and 
given in exchange to weavers, and it will bring them additional income. 
The resources of the country will increase if wc introduce this cotton 
cultivation. With the long staple cotton cultivation if reintroduced 
and successful, the wealth of Bengal will increase by 5 to 10 crores a 
year. I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister for adopting my scheme 
and thus trying to solve one of the problems of this province. His 
slogan should be “mota bhat, mota kapar”, just as the Chief Minister’s 
slogan is “dal bhat” and thus we shall be able to solve the poverty 
problem of Bengal. It is gratifying to see that the Mill Owners’ Asso- 
ciation has guaranteed the market and has fixed the lowest price at 
Rs. 25 per maund. Another matter on which I should like to congra- 
tulate the Hon’ble Minister is upon introduction of Coimbatore sugar- 
cane. The Agriculture Department has done valuable work in many 
districts by, introducing this sugarcane and this has increased the 
income of the agriculturists. I have seen with mv own eyes that the 
finest class of gtit is manufactured from this Coimbatore sugarcane. 
If ibe Director of Agriculture continues to give bis attention to tbie 
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direction it will, as 1 have said, result in increased revenue to tlie 
province and increase the income of the affriculturists. 

MtulvrMUHAMMAD lARAIL: Sir, the Department of Agriculture 
appears to many as a misnomer because the poor agriculturists for 
whom this department is meant generally get no benefit out of it; nay, 
there are many who are not even aware of the existence of this depart- 
ment. Until now nothing has been done for improving the fertility 
of soil, though there has been an attempt on the part of the Government 
for voluntary restriction of jute for the last three or four years. There 
has been no attempt to find out suitable substitute money crops for 
the lands released from jute-cultivation leading to a great pecuniary 
loss of the cultivators because the lands released did not yield them 
any corresponding return. In my own constituency, Kishoreganj, 
sugarcane was suggested to be the substitute for jute but this led to an 
abnormal fall in the price of sugarcane, so much so that gnr or sugar 
produced therefrom was sold at 2-8 to 3 rupees ]>er maund, and the 
Government took no notice of this sudden fall in price of sugarcane 
and hence the cultivators were forced to increase cultivation of jute 
in spite of intensive propaganda, y Moreover everylx)dy in the country 
is not so much anxious whether a minimum i>rice is fixed or not but 
what they are anxious is to have a fair price for jute, be it by legislation 
or otherwise. Tiast year Government replied that without compulsory 
restriction fixation of minimum price was not possible, that restriction 
should l)e imjKwed simultaneously in all jute growing provincee, 
namely, Bengal, Bihar and Assam and that it recjuires time. We want 
to know how far the Government have proceeded in that matter. The 
Government suggested that they would write to the Central Jute Enquiry 
Committee — may 1 know, w^hat has been done by the Jute Enquiry 
Committee? The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur told us that he was a lay- 
man but by now his experience have probably made him wiser. Jute 
Enquiry Committee observed *We recognise the full force of these 
difficulties, but we are of opinion that if it be not possible to enact 
and enforce an all-India legislation immediately, action should be taken 
by the local Government and monetary consideration should not be 
allowed to postpone the adoption of a common standard of quality oi^ 
jute\ The Committee further observed ‘In view of the economic 
importance of the fibre, we strongly recommend that the standard weight 
should be introduced as early os possible by law, at first in jute trade 
only*. At a meeting of various jute interests, namely, importers, balers 
and brokers, held in Calcutta on the 25th January 1929 presided over 
by Mr . D. P. Kbaitan it was resolved that the Government of Bengal 
should introduci^ legislation at the earliest possibly opportunity to fix 
a definite standard of quality for all dealings in jute as has been done 
by the GoVemment of the United States of America by passing the 
Cotton Standards Act. The Bengal Banking Enquiry Committee also 
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w«6 III opinion that owing to the loss suHered by the cultivator, the 
standard should be made definite by some special legislation on the 
lines of the American Cotton Standards Act. The Central Banking 
Enquiry Committee also observed that in view of the greaWmportanoe 
to the producer, the standard should be fixed as early as possible. We < 
further recommend that the local Government should take steps to 
legislate for fixing the standard as w*ell as the grading of jute. As for 
improvement in the price of jute, there are difficulties but there are 
two things which stand in the way of 

Mr. Deputy Speaker : Order, order. The House should now adjourn 
for prayer. 

(The House W'as then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


.4/^rr adjournment. 

(Mr. Speaker was in the Cluiir when the House reassembled.) 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in supixirting 
the motion moved by my friend Dr. NaJinakNlia Sunyal tuid also the 
motion No. 252 moved by Muulvi Muijbul Hosain, I submit firstly that 
though the question of improvement of the economic condition of the 
agriculturists of Bengal is difficult, yet it is not such as to l>e beyond 
control. ^\ hat are the main cau.ses of the economic depression and 
the present abject condition of the agriculturists? Any student of 
Economics will at once say in rcjdy that the main causes of the economic 
depression in Bengal are — ^the average uneiMinomic holding, the fall 
in the fertility of the land and al.so the fall in the prices of land-produce. 
Ihe holding ha.s been so miserablN uneconoinii’ to-day that an average 
agriculturist family do not ixwsess more than G-7 bighas of land. When 
the average is 6*7 bighas, we can ea‘<ily realise that more than 50 per 
cent, of the agriculturists have got less than fi’7 bighas. But taking 
the average as it is, what do we find? We find that ihe average 
agriculturist cannot produce sufficient crops to maintain himself and 
his family members even for six months. It is found on calculation 
that at least 12 bighas of land is required for an average agriculturist 
family to depend on agriculture for their maintenance. It is therefore 
not difficult to understand that an agriculturist having only 0 7 bighaa 
of land can hanlly maintain the family with the land-produce. When 
that is the condition of the agricultuiists, who form 80 iier cent, of the 
population of this province, I do not know, how without making the 
holding economic you can remove the economib depression in the 
province and save the agriculturists. Even if it is declared from the 
top of thifr Assembly House that from to-morroW the agriculturist will 
Dot have to repay his debt nor pay any rent, you cannot save ihe 
Dgnouituriai fi^m starvation and ruin, unless you ^^n, Revise means to 
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mtore the economic standard of holdings. Oorermnent have lailed 
to tackle this problem. I shall, however, make one suggestion. There 
are about 2 crores of bighas of culturable waste lands in the province 
of Bengal, which coine to about 6 million acres. From this side of the 
House we tabled a resolution asking the Government to {lay subsidies 
ic h&na fide agriculturists so that those 2 crores of bighas of land could 
be developed and distributed among the agriculturists having uneconomio 
holdings. If this could be done, it would be doing a lot for saving 
the agriculturists. Then, Sir, about the loss of fertility of the land, 
the Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture may not be surprised to hear that 
the productivity of our land has fallen from seven maunds of paddy 
' per bigha in 1901 to about four maunds of paddy in 193d, when the 
average production is so low and the holding is also uuec(>nomi(', 1 do 
not know what more horrible picture we can imagine of agriculture and 
the agriculturists. Government have not tac^kled tliis j)roblcin either. 

Then, Sir, the third factor is the fall in the prices of land products, 
and of these land products I should deal with only one product, namely, 
jute. Itight or wrong, the jute has been the chief money (toj) of Bengal 
and upon the fair price of jute rests the prosperity of this province. 
You are aware. Sir, that the question of raising the price of jute 
demands immediate attention and as a member of the Jute Enquiry 
Committee you also observed by looking to all phases of thi» question 
that somehow or other this price must be raised. Government caunoi 
deny that the fall in pri(;e of jute has affected every section of the 
population. It lias affected not only the agriculturists, but also the 
traders, the industrialists, the professionals and everybody. So, Sir, 
it is high time that the price of jute should be raised. But Government 
have not seriously taken up this question also. 

Sir, I think there has been some misunderstanding among some 
members of this House about the demand of the representatives of the 
people for fixing the minimum price of jute by legislation. Sir, in 
order to clear up that misunderstanding, I should submit first of all 
that we do not want a fixed price for all time to come nor do we waat 
a price even equal to the price of the substitute, against which my 
kon’ble friend, Mr. Walker, has given us a warning. We know that 
in the interests of jute industry we should not want any price of juta 
whiok is even equal to the price of the substitute, not to speak of any 
higher price. What we want is that the jute-growers must get a fair 
price which shall be fixed ©very year below the price of the substitute. 
The growers must dictate the price, and they must not sell their jute 
at the price dictated by the mill-owners. That is our view-point. How 
we can do that, I shall now explain. What I mean to say is that we 
ehall from year to year- — 

(Here the member reached his time-limit.) 
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Mr. tURENORA NATH BItWAt! Can 1 have one miaute more, 
SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER a No, I am soiTv. 

Hr. iURENORA NATH BISWAS: I will only one »enteiica 
iDore. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Only one sentence! All right. 

Mr. SURENRRA NATH BISWAS: What I mean to say is that 

we .shall from year to year fix a price for the jute which will result 
in reducing the profit of the mill-owner.s and not in increasing the 
comi>etitive price of manufactured jute. 

The Hofi*ble Mrt NALINI RANJAN SARKER: No profit now, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I am Ih»M to sav, Sir, that 
durinjr the pre-war time the jute mill-owners were contente<l with a 
profit of lie. 1 \wr maund of manufactured jute. But in the ]K>8t-war 
IHMi<»d, they earmnl ii profit of alnnit Hs. 4 iK‘r maund of manufactured 
jute, and durin,tr the depression i>eriod when the agriculturists were 
starving, these will-owners were earning a profit of Ks. d-8 jmm* maund. 
All that we want 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: 1 rise on a point of ord(?i, Sir. 

I feai Mr. Biswas has forgotten arithmetic. lie took permission from 
you for one sentence, hut I think he has finished at least ten hy now. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: All that we want is to reiluce 
the profit of the mill-owners out of the manufactured jute. We simply 
want a portion of the profit of the mill-owners to the Ijeiiefit of the 
agriculturists, I mean the jute-grow'ers. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, under the new arrange- 
ments I believe I am allowed five minutes only to speak, so I must be 
brief. I should like to have had longer, for there is much I could say 
Jii -this subject. Eight years of the beet part of my life were spent 
in the Indian Agricultural Service, and my heart is still with the culti- 
rators in the fields. It therefore gladdens my heart to recognise the 
lincerity of purpose which lies behind the proposals of the Hon’ble 
ICiniater for Agriculture for the betterment of agnculture in this Pro- 
rinoe. In the statement which he circulated yesterday evening there 
IS evidence' of a genuine desire to tackle the work of agricultural im- 
l^vemeni which has been too long delayed and in this work he can 
pely upon our co-operation and assistance. 
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No schemes of improvement, however, are of any value unless the 
means are available to carry them out; and in this case where all the 
improvement proposals depend upon field demonstration by trained 
staff, the provision of trained men is of primary and vital importance. 
These we know are not available, for Bengal has always lagged behind 
other Provinces in providing facilities for higher agricultural training. 
I see that provision has been made for an Agricultural Institute at 
Dacca and a Secondary Agricultural School at Chinsura. These may 
be estimable enough in their own way, tiMy are not good enough, 
and they do not provide a satisfactory basis on which to build schemes 
of agricultural improvement. I have had siiiw experience of training 
and handling expert agricultural staff, and I have no hesitation in say* 
ing that the partially trained agricultural school man is not good 
enough. In this case, half a loaf is not better than no bread, and, in 
the absence of fuller details of the proposed Agricultural Institute at 
Dacca, one must look upon it as half a loaf. What is really required 
is a well-equipped agricultural college of University status, and I hope 
that the Hon’ble Minister will be able to assure us that it is his inten- 
tion to establish such a college at the earliest possible moment. I 
have no time to develop this theme here, but I would refer him to a 
note of mine on this subject which appeared in “The Statesman” on 
8th December last and of which I can let him have a copy. It may be 
argued that to wait until competent graduates are trained and available 
means further delay in getting on with the work of improvement, but 
this is not so; and to start in the wrong way js to put back the clock 
indefinitely. 

While these men are being trained, much can be done in a small 
way and I am glad to see that provision has been made for the revival 
of the Union Board farms, for these can be made to fulfil a very useful 
purpose and serve as centres for the extension of field demonstrations 
in their neighbourhood. I am not clear, however, on the ])urpose for 
which Rs. 6,500 has been provided as award of prizes. To my mind, 
this seems to be a doubtful form of expenditiire in an understaffed 
department; and I would prefer to see the money devoted to other 
purposes such as, more field demonstration or establishment of more 
seed stores. 

Mf« ABDUR RAHMAM SIDDlQIs Mr, Speaker, Sir. I am grate- 
ful to the Hon’ble Minister for having circulated among the Members 
the ambitions of his department and the lines along which he proposes 
to put them into practice. I think I shall be right when I say that in 
this department a genuine effort has been made to tackle, with resolu- 
tion and determination, the improvement of agriculture so far as money 
and men are available. It is difficult to dissociate Bengal from jute, 
for, this Province has held the monopoly in this commodity for long 
years. It will, however, be unwise to build oar hopes for the lutim 
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OH thk idea of a monopoly which is no more than a legacy of the days 
when Bengal was one with Bihar, and Orissa. Schemes whether they 
be tot a restriction of the area under cultivation or for the fixing of a 
price satisfactory to the cultivator, will have to be* taken in hand in 
consultation and co-operation with our jute growing neighbours, for> 
the acreage under jute cultivation in some of these provinces is on the 
increase. In Orissa it has gone up by 14 per cent, and in Assam by 
2r> per cent., while in Bengal the diminution is about 22 per cent. It 
should not be difficult for the Governments of these provinces to appor- 
tion the acreage betw’een themselves in an equitable manner, through 
mutual discussion and understanding. If necessary, the assistance of 
the Central Government might also be invoked as wa.s done in the inter- 
piovincial settlement regarding the sugar industry. In whatever we 
do, it is of paramount importance that the cultivator should get a fair 
and economic price for his produce and in order that that price remain 
stable and maintain itself at that level, the cultivation of jute has to 
be balanced with the world demand of tl»e commodity, which ranges 
to-day between 9 and 10 million hales. The Government should in no 
way discontinue their voluntary efforts, as heretofore, towards restric- 
tion. On the contrary, they should be pursued on a wider scale and 
in a more efficient manner. To do thi.s more money will be required. 
1 expect that it will he forthcoming in the shape of a supplementary 
grant. Investigation as regards suitable and equally or better paying 
alternative money crops will have to be made. Simultaneously, alter- 
native and substitute uses for jute must be studied and investigated. 
I am told, jute can be, and actually is being, used in place of pulp in 
the manufacture of paper. I make this as one suggestion but the indus- 
trial and commercial possibilities of this or other uses will have t»> be 
explored fully before we embark on any new and revolutionary changes. 

The commercial community has noted with satisfaction the decision 
of the Government to prepare correct statistics and supply reliable fore- 
caats of jute acreage and crop. These are essential to adjust the supply 
to the demand of the world. It will also be useful to have detailed 
maps, of the area where the fibre is or can be cultivated, prepared, aa 
such a survey, with maps and full statistics, will help the Government 
in coming to a decision on the policy of compulsory restriction and, ulti- 
mately, in enforcing it. In this connection may I draw the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister to the notorious practice of watering the jute 
by the Aratdar before it is sent to Calcutta. Watering increases the 
weight, sometimes by so much as 25 per cent, but it also causes, what 
is known as “Heart Damage.” Above all it falsifies all calculations 
and puts a wrong complexion on the final forecast published by the 
Department. If there can be laws against the adulteration of foodstuffs 
and against false weights and measures, I can assure the Government 
4kat ibis House, w'hieh gave its consent to the abofilioii of Phooka, not 
•o long ago, will not hesitate to strengthen the arm^f the Law, against 
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this form of Phooka — literally inflation — in the weight and the price 
of jute, for watering also upsets the price level in the mufassil. The 
Aratdar purchases the jute, say, at Rs. 6 per maund. After watering 
it, he sella, it in Calcutta, at Rs. 5-12-0 and yet actually makes a profit 
on the bargain. But he goes back to the cultivator and, relating a 
tale of woe, induces that innocent man to part with his goods at a price 
even lower than before or what he should really get. 

The question of fixing a minimum price is interlocked with the 
problem of the compulsory restriction of the crop. These in turn will 
depend, as I have said, on an equitable and reasonable agreement 
among the jute growing provinces. The Muslim Chamber of Commerce 
is anxious to see that the cultivator, on whose labour depends the 
whole structure of the industry, should receive a fair and decent return 
on his labour. In trying to help him, we should bear in mind, that 
the raising of the price and calling it a minimum to a level such as will 
bring into the market substitutes that would compete effectively on on 
economic basis with the fibre and curtail its demand, should not defeat 
our primary object. This is as much true of raw material as of finished 
goods. The manufacturer should not grudge the cultivator a reason- 
able price while he, on his part, should so rationalise his methods of 
manufacture and sale that the danger of substitutes does not materia- 
lise and is altogether eliminated. 

I am glad to note that the agreement belweeii the Association and 
the non-Associatiou Mills, in regard to hours of work and output, is 
about to be arrived at, after years of negotiation. In case legislative 
sanction is sought to implement it, the House will see that no section 
of the community, l>€ it commercial, industrial or agricultural, gets 
any undue advantage over the other; that the vested interests from any 
quarter do not entrench themselves deeper; and that nothing will W 
allowed which is likely to impede the industrial development and ex- 
pansion of the Province. In the absence of an agreement the mills 
will, naturally, try to hold back their purchases in order to force the 
cultivator to sell his produce at the lowest possible price. If the price 
goes down by a rupee or, say, by a rupee and a half on this season’s 
price, it will mean a loss of anything from 7 to 10 crores to the culti- 
vators. Decisions, therefore, have to be taken almost immediately 
and the interests of the cultivator as well as those of the manufacturer 
safeguarded. The fixing of a minimum price and compulsory restric- 
tion of the acreage under cultivation will not end our troubles. Neither 
the mills, which have earned their initial outlay several hundred times 
over and possess large reserves at their command and can impede effec- 
tively, if they so desire, any schemes for the amelioration of the culti- 
vator on whose sweat of brow the industry has prospered, nor any ill- 
conceived or lofty advocacy of the rights of the peasants, should be 
permitted to prejudibe the even progress of the industry, for, between 
^e interests of the manufacturers and the cultivators, the interests of 
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the woilcen of the miUs cannot be allowed to be jeopardised. The 
problem is a complicated one and it will tax to its utmost, the capacity 
of all, in arriving at a satisfactory solution. In trying to reach a 
settlement, I hope the Goveniiiient will also stildy the question of 
export and excise duties and the taxing of **phatka*’ transactions, with 
a view so to adjust these as to create an equilibrium of an enduring 
character on the lines I have tried to indicate and balance the three 
interests I have mentioned. 

I am not unmindful of the logical conclusion of a policy of the fixa- 
tion of prices. We have before us the example of the experiments 
made in North America, in ( otton and in South America, in Linseed. 
Under these, after fixing a niinimuin price, if the market falls helow 
the fixed level, the (iovernments advance money on an agreed basis to 
the seller and take possession of his goods. These are kept in safe 
custody until the market rises up to the fixed level, when they are sold, 
(ture a decision is taken by us (bcre should be no hesitation in imple- 
menting it. boldly and courageously, in all its ramiticutions, even if it 
lead to the locking up, temporarily, of large amouut.s, iu what should 
he considered as an industrial taqavi. We should benefit out of the 
experience of others and do our be*«t to keep the life giving sap of jute 
flowing steadily in the economic growth of Bengal’s prosperity. 

The member having reai hed the time-limit resumed his sent. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Speaker. Just as Sir, we have got 
the Tuberculosis Day, the liidependenre Day and the other numlx^rless 
da ys. so to-duy, Sir, we have Peasants Day, the Cultivators Day, the 
day of the children of the soil. To-day by the flow of the speeches 
of the dift’eivnt members, by the flow of the tear.s of the meml>ers of 
this House we find perhaps the millennium will come to the tenants. 
Sii, I envy the lot of the poor peasants of the soil because we find 
that beginning from the Zemindar hving in the palace right up to 
the poor man in the streets we find that everyone has been saying that 
much has been or is Wing done to ameliorate the ctmdition of the 
poor peasantry of this land of Bengal hut the irony of fate is that they 
remain in the same condition as they were Wfore. Furthermore we 
find that those of us who are Zemindars are torturing the peasants 
right in and right out, the Mahajans are exacting the pound of flesh 
from the poor tenants. Those of us who go in the name of the poor 
for doing good to them and speaking iu a manner, acting in a manner 
which is to serve their own ends they all vie one another in the so* 
called ameliorating the (*ondition of these po<ir people hut I find that 
we have not gone a step further in improving thfe condition of these 
masses. Certainly, by making speeches, by placing cut motions and 
trying to fix the minimum price of jute, the condition of the poor 
tenant will not be improved in any way whatsoei^r. Bo far as ques- 
tion of fixation of the price of jute is concerned I* can say with hand 
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on my h«art and conscience that it is impossible to fix the price of 
jute without causing any injury and harm to the tenants at large. 
Of course it is a very complicated question and it cannot be solved 
in a minute nor can it be solved by a mere legislation as has been 
enunciated by some of my friends here. So far as the question ol the 
fixation of the price of jute is concerned, there is none here or may 
be there are some persons who are against it — and there are others 
many of whom do want that the price of jute must be fixed so that the 
tenants may get better prices for that. (A voice fboh the Congress 
SIDE : What about Europeans ? Are they not friends P) 


Maulvi ABDUL BARIS I did not say that they are not my friends. 
I can say that the Europeans, so long as they live in this land, they 
are certainly interested in improving the condition of the poor of this 
land of iJeugal. Therefore it is not for me to speak against them. 
Whenever it is possible to speak in their favour, we shall do so and 
whenever we are to speak in their disfavour we do so. The question 
of the fixation of the price of jute is a thing which has got to J&e adjust- 
ed having regard to produce and consumption and import and export 
of the world markets, tariff, and things like that. Therefore, if we just 
try to fix the price of jute without going into such matters it will 
bring complete luination to the agriculturists. As it is, it is a com- 
plicated problem, I will just read a few lines regarding the im- 
possibility of fixing the price of jute. But before I do so, Sir, I will 
ask my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas in the name of the tenants 
that when he was talking of legislation for restricting the price of jute 
if he had considered tjie case of b/iaff chasu and adhiars. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Certainly, I did. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, the majority of tenants living in this 
province cultivate their lands on the hhag system, and the middle class 
people really enjoy half the produce of the land. Are they prepared 
to do away with this iniquitous system in order to do justice to the 
poor cultivators P I will just give one instance. Sir, of a man living 
in thana Nandigram in the subdivision of Natore, and whose name is 
Momin Haji. That man has 4,000 bighas of land and gets about 
12,000 maunds of paddy a year by letting out bis laud in adhi. That 
man does not cultivate a single bigha himself but lives on the toils 
ol his tenants. '^Cries of '^Shame, shame”). Such men. Sir, are not 
wanting in our coun^. Therefore, I say. Sir, that simply speaking 
in the name of the tenants will not do. You will have to proceed in 
•uoh a manner as to do real justice to the tenants. 
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Sir, 80 far as this question of restriction of the price of jute 
is ooncemed — 

(At this stage the member having reached time<limit resumed his 
seat.) 


Mailivi TAMiZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the whole 
country is convinced, and the Government also is convinced that if the 
price of jute has to be raised, the cultivation of jute has got to be res- 
tricted and as such the Government has for several years past been 
pursuing a policy of voluntary restriction of the cultivaiion of jute. 
The whole country knows, Sir, how far that propaganda has succeeded. 
I myself am convinced, having been intimately connected with this 
propaganda for some time, that it has proved to be a complete failure. 
(Cries of “Hear, hear”.) Further expenditure of money on that propa- 
ganda will, in my opinion, be altogether fruitless. Therefore, the 
only question before Government now is to consider seriously whether 
they should go in for compulsory restriction. Government have been 
considering this question for a long time, but they have been fighting 
shy of tackling the problem. Government are not trying to come to 
real grips with the problem. The problem is no doubt difficult, but 
I think it is not impossible of solution. The Hon^ble Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca in his printed note, which has been cir- 
culated, has invited schemes for the restriction of the cultiva- 
tion of jute and for raising the price of jute. All that is very good. 
Sir, if he is convinced that the policy of compulsory restriction is sound, 
it is for Government to frame a scheme. Government have their own 
machinery. We have not got experts who can be employed for draw- 
ing up suitable schemes. Therefore, that excuse will not do. Sir, 
as I have already stated, there are difficulties in the way, and those 
difficulties have been referred to in this House to-day even by the 
European members. So far as the European members are concerned, 
they represent the manufacturers of jute, and if the price of jute is 
raised, the cultivators will be gainer; but to that extent the manu- 
facturers will be loosers. (Cries of “Hear, hear”.) Therefore, the 
interests of the growers and of the manufacturers are antagonistic so 
far as this question is concerned. I can never imagine that the 
European group will ever agree to a proposal to raise the price of 
jute by restricting cultivation by legislation. Therefore, their opinion 
has always to be taken with a grain of salt. 

It has been said, Sir, that there is the constant fear of a substitute 
crops. 1 mdmit the fear is there, but the question is whether Govern- 
ment will, ever think of fixing such high price as will encourage the 
. production of substitute crops. The price will Ifave to be fixed with- 
in reasonable Hmits, so that the danger of substitutes may be obviated. 
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Tliea, Sir, tliei-e is another question, viz., that the interest of the 
industry has got to be looked after. I do not want that the mill 
industry should be stifled, and I believe that if the Indian mill 
industry is destroyed that will not be to the interest of the cultivators. 
But I agree with Mr. Biswas that the profits of the mills can be sub- 
stantially reduced and that the profits of the middle men may be 
altogether obliterated, and if that is done, the profits of the cultivators 
will be substantially raised. (Cries of “Hear, hear'*.) 

Then, Sir, as to what price should be fixed for jute, I have already 
stated that it will depend on various factors and that various ques- 
tions will have to be considered. The question that every one is ask- 
ing is why are not Government coming forward with a declaration 
that voluntary restriction is of no avail now and that a policy of com- 
pulsory restriction should be adopted? 

With these few words, Sir, I support tlie motion now beloic the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 submit that the closure be now 
put. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The Hou'ble Navab Bahadur ol Dacca. 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur^ of Daooa: 

Sir, I have listened wdth great intereNt to the debate. As the time is 
very limited, 1 shall be very brief in my reply. When 1 heard 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal speaking, I thought that he was going to 
unfold a very hig plan for the amelionition of the condition of the 
agriculturists of the province, hut iiufortuiiatel}' except for the hare 
statement that the Department of Agriculture has failed in its duties, 
no plan has been unfolded fix)m which Government could derive any 
benefit. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Come to me. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Come to us. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooa; 

The only plan which he unfolded was: why have not Government 
► started a large number of regulated markets for the purpose of experi- 
ments — why have they started only two such markets? I wish to 
inform him that 1 have not got the magic lamp of Aladin with w^bich 
to get enough men'* for the purpose of starting a large number of 
regulated markets, and 1 do not think the House will agree with him. 
This is tbo first probkm which Government have tackled in^ Bengal, 
vis., starting two Regulated markets. Sir, we hove very !^tle ex- 
parienoe, and 1 do not suppose that the House will advise me to go 
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in for i^gukted markets on a large scale, until it is found by actual 
experieiice that a large number of regulated markets is really neces- 
sary. I submit, Sir, that if Government had launched upon a scheme 
of starting a large number of regulated markets without experience and 
if the experiment proved a failure, a large amount of public funds 
would have been lost for nothing. Tliat is why. Sir, we have been very 
cautious and have started only two regulated markets, with the human 
material at my disposal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is there any dearth of men!^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Babadurp of Dacca: 

As soon as we get a sufficient number of trained men and find that the 
ex^riment already started js successful, it would be easy for us to* 
multiply the number of such markets. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: AVe do not agree with you. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I nless you take over 
the (|uestio?i of marketing into your hands, how can you s;»y that the 
experiment will not be successful? 

(At this stage several members rose in their seats to ask questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 would retpieHt boirble members 
not to interrupt the Hou’hle Minister in this way and pul cross 
question.s t-o him lu tliis manner. I can <piite understand the fact that 
there might he a necessit\ tor putting questions now and then, hut 
that is usually done by the leiiders of the various parties, so that the 
IKisition of the respective piirties might be intelligible. An occasional 
interruption may he permissible, hut if every member thinks only of 
interrupting Hon’hle Ministers then the total effect of these interrup- 
tions can easily be imagined. 

Tbc Hcn’bic Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Babadurp cf Dacca: 

1 am coming forward before this House with legislation for regulating 
ihe markets and market chiirges. 

Now, Sir, in reply to the question of the Maharaja of Mymensingh, 
I may say that I agree with him that Government have not done enough 
for demonstration. Sir, I have stated in my printed statement tluit on 
account of not having trained men in the department, enough demon- 
stration has not been done. Still I have done something. I have 
started 92 union board farms and I hope that ultimately we will be 
able to have one union board farm in every union. Of course, the 
bon 'ble members will realise that there ere 5,000 unions in Bengal and 
if we calculate at the rate of one demonstrator fof four union br^rds. 
Government will require 1,250 demonstrators. A^ the present tinte. 
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ii^ #ingd we have not got snffioientiiy educated men for this purpose 
Up to this time, nothing has been spent in the Agriculture Departmen 
for providing proper agricultural education for the people of this pro 
vince. Government have not spent a penny towards imparting agricuJ 
tural edi<i6etion to our boys. Even if we get trained men from outsid 
Bengal for our Agriculture Department, they will not be able to hel] 
much in meeting the needs of the agricultural people, because of thei 
Ignorance of the climatic conditions of Bengal. 1 have, therefore, pro 
posed to start an agricultural institute where we will get the best typ 
of trained men who will be able to train the agriculturists to improve 
their prwluction. 

With regard to standardisation of weights, 1 may point out tha 
this does not come under my department. I have, however, asked m; 
colleague in charge of the Local Self-Government Department to mov 
the Government of India in the matter and I hope a very early am 
satisfactory result will be arrived at. 

Coming to the question of granting agricultural loans, I may assuri 
the hon’ble members that my department has full sympathy with ih 
proposal made. The Government are considering schemes for rura 
credit and when the question comes under the Co-operative and Rura 
Credit Departrient budget the Hon’ble Minister will give the Govern 
ment point of view in this matter. 

With regard to the question of the minimum price of jute Maulv 
'^axhizuddin Khan has said that it is the duty of Government to com* 
up with proposals regarding this. Government have liad several of)m 
mittees on the subject and every committee has definitely said tliat i 
is impracticable. The material at the disposal of tlie Government i 
against the fixing of the minimum price of jute. If the Governmen 
were to accept the proposal to fix the minimum price of jute at Rs. 1( 
per maund, they will have to be prepared to buy all the jute which wil 
not be bought by the mills and other countries. I^ast year the figure) 
were 107 lakhs pucca bales, each Inile consisting of 5 maunds of jute 
That means 535 lakhs of maunds of jute at Rs. 10 per maund, i.e., 5i 
CfOlDes of rupees. If for two years nobody comes forward to buy jute 
it will mean an expenditure to the Government of Rs. 106 croias 
leaving aside the warehousing charges, transport, baling, etc. If, foi 
argument's sake, we take that minimum price is feasible, then m 
minim wm price can be fixed without a survey and jute census and com 
pulsory restriction. To have compulsory restriction it is essential tha 
the jute grown in other provinces should, in the same manner, lx 
restricted as in Bengal. I do not think the House desire that at th< 
eig^nse of the Bengal jute cultivators the jute cultivators of othei 
provinces should benefit. So you must get the other provinces t< 
agree. Ljiave been trying my utmost, with this object in view, to fii 
up a conference with the jute-growing provinces. I^Teral lellera haT< 
bei& written, but no reply has been received except a very vague replj 
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from Aisam. Even accepting that all these obstacles can be sur* 
moTintedt the a oomes tbe question of allocation as to what each culti- 
vator should be awarded according to his holding. Then oomes the 
question of appointing a very large staff for the jmrpose of policing 
so as to see that the amount awarded shall be honoured : legislation 
has to be made for awarding fines, punishments to those who will not 
carry out the orders of those who are controlling the area. Then 
oomes the standardisation of weights and grading. 

As I have already stated before, I am prepared to oonsider any 
scheme which may be given to me if it is feasible and workable, but 
unfortunately up to now no scheme has been put forward. Government 
do not deny that attempt should be made to raise the price of jute. 
For that purpose I am going to appoint a Jute Committee of both the 
Houses to go into the question of jute and how to increase its price for 
the benefit of the tenants. In the same way I am appointing a Paddy 
Committee for the same purpose. I may say that this was one of the 
suggestions of my friend Mr. Shamsuddin : so I think he should have 
no hesitation in accepting my proposal. 

Now, Sir, a great deal has been sijid almut jute restriction. I may 
inform the House that out of half a lakh budgeted for this purpose, 
Rs. 15,000 goes towards free distribution of seeds and the balance is 
meant for propaganda to advise the cultivators so thot they may be 
able to grow alternative crops instead of more jute than is necessary, 
in order to get proper price. Till the time that some scheme can be 
evolved for compulsory restriction, it is essential that voluntary restric- 
tion of jute should continue. 

I can assure the House tbot all tbe sugge-stions that have been made 
I shall try my best to carry out. I may say that I have been in charge 
of this department for about 1 1 months of which four months were 
under Governor’s budget and tbe other four were spent in preparing 
•chemes. My greatest difficulty has been that I have not bad any 
trained men and it is difficult to fi?id trained men for the purpose of 
working this department. If my scheme is carried out, I can assure 
you that the department will be working for the benefit of the culti- 
V itors and the poor masses — for the purpose for which it is meant. 
But if it is not able to do so, it would be better to throw the depart- 
ment into the Ganges and not waste a single penny on it. With these 
words I oppose the cut motions. 

speaker* Before I put this motion to vote I wish to inform 
the House that in order to avoid crossing of tlie floor which sometimes 
createe difficulty when a division is called I request one side to go 
first end then the other side, so that there may not* be any crossing of 
each other. 

Mr. NIHARENDU RUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mify I enquire which 
wdl first go to (Le lolly K 
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Mr. iPMAKBRs Naturally, tlie Ayea. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinakshya Sanyal was then put and lost. 

Mr. JAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sir, I beg leave to withdraw 
iny jiioiion. 

The motion was, then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Maulvi Jonab Ali Majumdar was then put and a 
division called. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: Will you kindly con- 
sider what you suggested just a little while ago. Many of the Ayes 
will take some time to make up their mind. Therefore it will be 
rather difficult 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will keep it open for a sufficient time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR: You are not insisting 
on either side going first. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not closing the division. After a substan- 
tial number of one side go to the lobby, it does not mattei if the other 
side begin to move because they will lie able to move freely. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR: The Ministers might 
like to go into the lobby first, or will you compel them to remain in 
their seats until the Ayes have already gone to the lobby. The pre- 
sence of the Ministers, and as a result of your ruling also, might deter 
others and Ministers may also be deterred from going into the lobby. 
It will restrict the movement of members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will be open to me to ask the Ministers to keep 
to their seats and not to move about at all. 

The Hon’bit Mr. H. S, 8UHRAWARDY: Quite right. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: If the other party have got to 
remain in the House they roust keep to their seats, and the Ministers 
should also tnke their own places ; otherwise there is bound to be some 

difficulty. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are perfectly right. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Unless the members go to their 
respective seats I think the usual procedure ought to be foUowed. If 
the Ministers and ohhers are not in their own seats (pointing to HcA^bie 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy)— 
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Tht Hofi’bie Sir BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am sitting with 
my own group. 

Mr* SPEAKER: 1 think 1 might make it absolutely dear that for 
the sake of convenience I am asking one side to go to the lobby first, 
but it will be open to even those who remain to go to the Ayes and 
N#m»s lobby just as they like. It is only for the sake of convenience 
that I am asking this, but it must definitely understoi)d that those 
who remain behind will kindly keep to their seats and will not move till 
I ask them to go to other side. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The point I have raised for your 
consideration is this. If the Ministers and others keep to their usual 
sej^ts and do not move from their seats, then this procedure may be 
followed; otherwise the usual procedure has to l>e followed, because if 
the Ministers are free to move and if they do not remain in their seats, 
there will be confusion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would only like that there should be no move- 
ment from any seat either from the left or from the right, and that 
the members will procee<l straight to the lobby. I think there should 
be no departure from this ; otherwise there will be conofusion in this 
House. It is in the interest of the House that I am doing that for the 
tinie being. I will discuss this matter with the leaders of the different 
groups to-morrow. To-day I am doing this on the definite understand- 
ing that the mcml)cr8 will keep to their seats until they go straight to 
the lobby and not concentrate in one place or go to different places. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In my opinion you cannot 
follow this practice, because I find that a Minister who is sitting there 
■n pulling down a member who wants to go to the Ayes lobby. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may draw my attention to any irregularities 
after the division is over. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, this is a matter of pnvi- 
lege. If Somebody pulls a man who wants to go to the Ayes lobby 
from behind, that will never ensure free voting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am perfectly willing to ensure that the gentle- 
men who were occupying the seats at the time when the division wo* 
called remain in those seats. There should be no canvassing. If there 
is any canvassing, I will take proper steps in the matter and have their 
votes expunged. There should be no canvassing in this House. 
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AMat NtffM, Ktan ■aliMlar IjmI. 
AMal NaUa, Maafvi. 

AMtl MajM, Maalvl. 

AMal Wabai. Maalvl. 

AH Haaaala larkWr, Maalt 
Abal Pail, Mr. Mtf. 

Altak AH. Mr. 

Aliwai All Mrliba. Maalvl. 

AbaiH KHa. Mr. lyvA 
AMaiaMla AbaiH, Mr. 

Aaaar^, Dr. •arvtli Obaatfra. 
•aaarlM. Mr. Praaiatha Natb. 
■aaarjM. Mr. libaatb. 

■aaarit, Mr. P. 

■aatr]!. Mr. tatpa Priya. 
taaatrjM, Mr. Maaaraajaa. 

•araia, DaH Praaibarl. 

■ana a. Mr. Paapallt 
iaraiaa. iaH Ibpaaia Prvraa. 
iaraiaa. taba Upvaara Natb. 

•ata, Mr. Saataab Kaaiar. 
ibaaraiib, Dr. tablaba Obaatfra. 
iliwai, Mr. lartaira Natb. 

■#M, Mr. larat Obaaira. 

Dbabrabartjr, iaba Narvatfra Narayaa. 
Obakrabarty, Mr. aalladra Natb. 
Obattapabbyay, Mr. Haripaia. 
Obaaiharl, Nal Haraatfra Natb. 

Daa, Iaba Mablai ObaaPra. 

Dai, iaba Ratfbaaath. 

Dat, Mr. Moamabaa. 

Oaaa, Saba Oibtndra Natb. 

Dai Napta, iaH Khafiadra Natb. 

Dai Napta, Or. d. M. 

Oai Oapta, Mr. Naraalra Natb. 

Datta, Mr. Dbiriadra Natb. 

Dalai, Mr. Harindra. 

Datta, Mr. lakaaiar. 

Datta iapta, Min Mira. 

Datta Muaaidar, Mr. Nibaraada. 
laidadal Naaai, Kail. 

Pailar Rabaiaa (Mabtaar), Mr. 

■baaa, Mr. Atal Krlibaa. 
tiaaadila Abaiad, Mr. 

■laaaddla Abaiad Obaadbary, Mr. 
•alaai iarwar Naialal, Mr. Ibab tyad. 
•aaaraail, Mr. Talil Obaadra. 

■apta, Mr. dafaih Obaadra. 

•apla, Mr. d. N. 


FOR GRANT. 

AYES. 

Naaaa All OHardbary, Mr. Syad. 
NIaia'alafkf. Mr. Pr.bladayal. 
dalaladdli Haibaai?. Mr. lyaj. 
daaab All Majvaidar, Maalvl. 

Kanai All MIrxa, taMbaada Kawaa dab lyai« 
Kbaa, Mr. Daiaiira LML 
Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Obaiira. 

Raada. Mr. Nlibttba Natb. 

Maitadllt AbaiiJ, Dr. 

Malti, Mr. Nikavja Btbarl. 

Maltra, Mr. Hrtadra Mabaa. 

MaJI, AdaaHa Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mn. Htnaprava. 

Maiaaiiar, Mr. Dlriidra Natb. 

Mai, Mr. Iivar Cbailra. 

MaHal, Mr. BiikJ ii'iari. 

Maadal, Mr. dagindra Natb. 

Maalrattaaian Itlaaabadl, Maalaaa Md. 
Mapbal Ntiali, Mr. 

MaakarjM, Mr. lyaMapraaad. 

Mabaanat Ibrahim, Maalvl. 

MakbarH, Mr. DMrindra Narayaa. 

MubhirlH, Mr. ■. 

Makbarji, Or. H. 0. 

Makbarji, Dr. Ibarit Chandra. 

Mvllick, Irijut Aibutaih. 

Naikir, Mr. Him ChaUra. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Praiaaaa. 

Praaaalk, Mr. Tarinieharaa. 

RamitadJli Akmii, Mr. 

Ray, Kamar iblb Sbakhartivar. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Ohailra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Ray. Mr. Kirai Saiktr. 

Ray, Mr. Kishari Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Maamit a Nath, 
lanaallah, AI>HaJ Maalana Dr. 

•layal D*. Nailnakiha. 

Baayal, Mr. Baianka lihbar. 

Saa, Baba Nagindra Natb. 

Bhahadaii, Mr. 

Bbamivddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Ilaha, Bri|at Manindra Bbvian. 

Bar, Mr. Harandra Kamar. 

Tamivaddla Khan, Maalvl. 

Tbakar, Mr. Pramatha Ranjaa. 

Yoaiut Miria. 

Yaiat All Choadhary, Mr. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES. 


Abdpl Aili, Maalaaa MC 
Abial BaH. Maalvl. 

AMal NaU. Mr. Mina. 

Abdal Natl Mia, Mr. 

AMal Nabaam, Mr. 

Abdal Hablai Vibrampart, Maalvl ML 
Abdal NamM, Mr. A. M. 

Abdal Naiald dbah, Maalvl. 

Abdal dabbar, Maalvl. 

Abdal dabbar Paivta, Mr. IlC 
AMal Kadar, Mr. 

Abdal Karlia, Mr. 

AMal Law Blnaa, Maalvl 
Abdal Wabab Kbaa. Mr. 


AMar Rabaiaa, Khaa Bahadar A. P. M. 
Abdar Rabaiaa BMdibi, Mr. 

Abdar Raaabld Makaiaad, Mr. 

AMar Raihaad, Maalvl Md. 

Abdar Raaf, Khaa Bablb Maalvl t. 

Abdar Raaf, Mr. ibab. 

Abdar Raiiak, Maalvl. 

AMaa Bbahtad, Maalvl Md. 

Abldar Rata Obaardhary. Kbaa Babadar. 
Abal Naabln^ Maalvl. 

Abat Naaala, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abal Qaaaam, Maalvl. 

Altab Naaala daardar, MaalvL 

Abmad Ail, Kbaa bablb Maalaaa taayMimrS. 
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AkMti Wmhi, Sr. 

Atfttflilli AfeMi, KIum lAtotfar. 

AaiiaaVtli, UmIvI. 

Am«i AI', fli. Mia. 

AaMma* Mr. a. P. 

ArMAraiii, Mr. W. L 
Aaltfttali. Mr. M. 

AMia NMMia KkM, Maatfi 
Attar AH, Maalfi. 

•aaaaraiaa, Mr. M. 0. 

■arat Alt, Mr. MA 

Miwat, Aata UluanI Rarayaa. 

■raaaar, Mr. F. c. 

CaaifaBlI, lir Aaargt. 

Ahiftta^Ha, Mr. 4, W. 

CratlalA Mr. L. M. 

Oat, Mr. Aaakal ukaaira. 

Oat, Mr. KIrH Oaataa. 
taaar, Mr. Uataaraaatk. 

Paraaa Aaaa wkawaaary, Mr. M. 

Paraal Otat Kaaaaai. O^aai. 

FaMal Na«. tat Haa'Ma Mr. A. K. 

Faital QaaMr. Kaaa Oaaaaar HtalvL 
Fatlar Raaaiaa, Mr. 

OaaMi, Mr. t. A. 

OrtMtjt, Mr. u. 

Oaraaf. Mr. Daaiktr Slark. 

NaiMallaa. It* Naa'aia Nawab laliaaar A., af 
Dacca. 

Ntattia<>ln Ckawabary.Maaivl. 

NcaiWaatfia Akaica, Kaaa labia. 

Mataacttamaa, Maatvi Mi. 

Nctacai All Kaaa. Kaaa iabalar. 

Naclaa Manad. Mrt. 

NatcaMtiy HmUu, Khaa lablb. 

Nayvcd, Mr. Rcfcrt. 

Ncalry, Mr. OavM. 

Mirticl. Mr. M. A. F. 

Naaiaa, Mr. F. T. 
line Abaitl Mia. Maaifl. 

ItFbaai, Mr. M. A. M. 

Aalalaliii Abaial, Kbaa Oabalar. 
laMaiallia AbMd. Mr. 

RaatraJMa Kbaa, Khaa lablb. 

Kcaaaiy. Mr. I. o. 

Kbaltaa, Mr. OcM Pratal. 

MMiMMa Obaaibary, Maalvl. 

Mafvirt, Mr. L. T. 

■■Htab. Mabaralbaaiar Ulay MaiM. 

Ma bt aa a il i a AbcMl, Khaa Oabalar. 

■MiM. Mr. OirM ebadra. 

•mam, Mr. lag M ObaaArt. 

• Ml ra ii i a AbbaM, MaaW. 

Ayes being 98 and Noes. 131 


illbr, ttr. 0. 

MHac-RabartiM, Hr. 0. 1. L. 

McbaaiaMA AH, Kbaa iabbAar. 

Mabtia AM, Mr. Ml. 

Mcrtaa, Mr. A.. (U.f. , 

Madcai AM Mallab, MaaM. 

Mciaaiaicl Nag, Maalvl MA. 

MabaaiaiaA Altai. Kbaa laUb MmM lyiA. 
MubaaiaiaA Itacfa*! Maalvl. 

MabaaiaiaA Itrall, Maalvl. 

MabaaiaiaA IliAlAac, Or. lyiA. 

MabaaiaiaA Malaiaa, Kbaa lablb Maalvl. 
Mamck, tto Naalif Mr. MabaaAi tabMy. 
MalOck, Mr. Pvlla Oabary. 

Maibarraft Natala, tbc H•B*blc Navrd, Kbaa 
OabaAar. 

MattafcvarM Na|vc, Mr. tyiA. 

Maetrcgar. Mr. 0. A. 

MaaAy, tbc Naa’Mc Maharaja IrlccbaaArA, ft 
Katlatbatar. 

NatamUab. NawabtaAa K. 

Naachcr All, tbc Naa’bic Mr. lycA. 
NatlaiaAAia, the Mca'bic Kbwaja Hr, K.A.I.I. 
NaaraAAIn, Mr. K. 

Nartaa, Mr. H. A. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Rabmaa. Kbaa AabaAar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tbc Hca'Mc Mr. Prataaaa Ocb. 
RaJIbvAAIa Taraflar, Maalvl. 

Ray CbaaAbary, Mr. AIrcaAra Kltbara. 

Raiaar Rabaiaa, Khaa, Mr. 

Rett, Mr. A. A. 

Ray, Aaba Patlraai. 

Ray, the Haa'Mc Hr Aljay PrataA lla|b. 

May, RH AabaAar KibiraA AbaaAra. 
laAaraAAIa AbaiaA. Mr. 
lallraAAIn AbaMA, MaJI. 
lailai, Mr. I. A. 

larbcr, tbc Haa'bic Mr. Nailai Raajaii. 
•anaaa, Mr. R. M. 
lea, Ral AabaAar Aafctb CbaaAra. 
IbababaAAIa, Mr. Kbwaja, O.A.I. 

IbamtaAAIa AhaicA KbcaAbar, Mr. 

•baaital HaAa, Maalaaa. 
liafba, Aaba Kebatra Nalb. 
lirAar, Aaba Litta MaaAa. 
lahrawarAy, tba Naa'bla Mr. M. 1. 

Talcl AbmcA ObaaAbary. Maalvl NaJI. 

Wallar Rabaiaa, Maalvl. 

Waifccr, Mr. A. R. 

WathCf, Mr. W. A. M. 

WarAcaraHb, Mr. W. 0. 

Zabar AbmcA ObaaAbary. Maalvl. 

the motion was lost. 


(Cries oi ‘*oli, oh** from the Treasury Bench.) 


Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUOHURI; Well that shows that tits 
Opposition is growing. ^ 

Tlw Hon'bi* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Or rather crawling! 
Then the amendment of Mr. Ramizaddin Ahme4 that the demand of 
bs. 16<86,000 nnder head “40 — Agrioulture” be> Teduced by Rs. 100 
WM put and lost. • • 
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ilr. SPEAKER: This disposes of all the amendments that were 
moved. I will now put the main demand of the Nawah Bahadur. 

The main demand that a sum of Es. 15,36,000 be granted for expen- 
diture und^r the head “40 — Agri culture*’ was then put and agreed to. 

41— Veterinary. 

The Hon’Me Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaduc, of Dacca: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a sum of Rs. 5,05,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “41 — ^Veterinary”. 

Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 5,05,000 under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(failure in taking necessary steps for the prevention of the outbreak 
of cattle epidemic in rural Bengal). 

2WR aUW, 

STTW SffJR QHT OMHl W OTO ff, 

ert toii «(Rn( ^ =(Tt. 

cnpn; aoRt 5^ ot crot toti 

C¥TW ^0 c«n?Pf «(!? 'IihIi whj , 

ani* sense -a wraff to 01(1^ 

3ir^«nTO*rs na^arro ®[«t «n’e?(T sn", nre^r ^cnc 

eit c ipcr y ^ wa WTO CTO car<(j( toh brv 

«tR¥ cal an acaw arol mdca caT-*n^ caar caii a ancn ^cnm 

T ic a aiPija «Tar eroi Union Board TOa enan mm, enta 

^ union <a wfl ca union e acuw aTO an an can; car-aro *tntr 4iii 
«a «roca ca aa ai^ car-Tet^aaa cro anr laa can coca ar \ enfa cariji 

WfTO Assistant Surgeon ca ailw aTO aTO UTO ¥aan eftfllfl, 
Taaj cal aa;a cal Veterinary Surgeon nnr car-a^wn cfR afwai 
ai ar i Wa acaa^ aai ararce acacia ca, aalJT arafslwa srm, cHa c’Asm 
05 caat wiarcaca oti euca ca. nn aca crro to aaa Taca fefa caro aroa 

faa acai mm5^ anaca aas^zA cam cmr #ca, sFfTj aca omm caia 
aro II ar \ aaar arfa ^rrw aaa caerca cro'fi Wa acacia, acacal snan faal 
wrcaci ca tufa ercai an^ ara aili ali^ca af<cac^f aacian can; aa fanie 
itiaitBi arol al .Department ai c?cj ca 5m TO II— ca^T iTcai 4^^ 
TO n caica aro to h, afnaca nm cro arora canca am ar i a*atfc 
0m Btca wm acaW cro stud buu weir cimci, a i aw ci ^ 
TO ana TO TO ca can; airtns aTara to: eiwi to cto iir awi to 
IT a Im TO CTOCCR. -tow ca aro can; aacar toi tot lar caw ancsBETi 
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wf?Kf=t fv? c? CMT?;; <!TO>^ mif ctro iwr ^ crot — 
iRT ww wci m^iU — 9T«r tok; «*Hr4!« w C5^ c^ftr^or aiJTR ci ^nwror 

w «nf*( •iTRfR sTTi «OTR*n^ c?iI>tr T^ inir !?t ctor — 

Rk5 ^ fR C*T ThC^ Cb^l ^ C’TOJ — CR&TR HRf IR C*(i>T RRT# 

CR fsmti scrfR rti cr stud bull qn w rf R , 4? «rrfR 

f?FI^ CRTR^ — *6llHTCH< 'HHJC61 ^nSl R][R W^RT R'CRtflT, OTS RWT RRj^ R’CR CRCI RITR 
RlUr WTOFR RTR \T<^tR «irCfl 4fR 5RT IJT^ RRI? WTR;CfRl 

JfW Department UTR 4<R 4R bull RTORR fRRF CR fRCRR 4*5 RRJ 

RTR^ HR RT^H R’CR RTO fROTt 4^ CR 4^^ RIJ? RJRIRR d>TR fRTR’ Rf*fCRC*(>R FRRCRHT 
TOR RTR«t — R^RKJ HTRff RTl 4 Veterinary Department CR RITCR, 

4i>rR TO CR TOTTRTRCHR (>TRT RR5^ RR CHIJT RKRCRR RiTCR RTl H;;;5RR 4 RIRCR CR UTRH 
RRF RR CHUT RR? CRTCR RR^l CH^ 9RT out motion nB < C R C «g R 

R?^ RTTR^R CRTRC^ CTTRi RRRW CRR fRCRR R^ H»R4. CTCRR 4RRra SHTR CR 

crtr; rtr;r, crr rijc^ r^^h rt rr CHfRc^ crr H gnW? rcrtcrtr crri «nfR 

m CRHI HRR CRTTT RTI «nfR RCR R^Tr aCffnF union 4 RfR CRTRT IFWR Rit RR, OCR 
0 18 union 4. RT JKOTR" tflRTR 44S[ CRTCR CHTR^ hospital CRTRT RRRTR— — 
4l RTR RirfR CRTH;fRl 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to aiip- 
port ilie ':ut motion of Mr. Jonab Ali Majumdar. In this country 
where humuu lu*in;?s die like cats and dogs without any treatment, 
much le.s> need he e^aid about the dumb animals. We shed crocodile 
tears in this Assembly for the cultivators, and much sympathy if 
shown to them for their helpless condition. Sir, the cattle is the 
only capital property of the cultivators. I draw the attention of the 
House to ihe fa* t that agriculture and veterinary are the worst neg- 
lected. But it is useless to criticise a Minister. Now, we find that 
the Uoveriiment is increasing every year the grants under '^General 
Administration,” “Police” and other heads. While people are dying 
like anything, we are going to build an edifice worth Es. 15 lakhs for 
03 people. While the agriculturi.st and his only property in the shape 
of cattle are dyiji;: out without treatment, we are going to provide for 
the free treatmenr of venereal diseases of the police force. I may 
draw the attention of the House to the fact that when His Excellency 
i^rd Linlitbgoa came here as Viceroy and Governor-General, he 
declared that as every man in this country must have good health, ao 
the quality of the cattle must also improve. Stud bulls are accord- 
ingly being distributed in some of the districts 6t Bengal. I would 
draw the attention of the House to the fact that stud bulls of mixed 
^«^d with milk teeth have been given to union boards, and I knew 
that the gentleman who is in charge of the Veterfnary Department ii 
a llvtt-sto.Tk expert and not a veterinary expert. 1 do not know whsl 
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other qualifications he has except some domestic qualifications. I 
would draw the attention of this House to the fact that arrangemeni 
has been made for giving directions for supervision, inspection, etc 
But the ^lepartment cannot say what they will supervise and whal 
they will inspect. This year also we find that Rs. 16,000 has beer 
allotted for payment to the Director and Assistant Directors, bul 
whom they will direct there is no mention of that. As my fr*<^nd ha* 
just staled, in the villages the cultivators do not even know that 
Government has such a department as the Veterinary Department 
for the Ireatjncni of their cattle. The first need of the country k 
that in every thana there must be a charitable dispensary with a 
veterinary assistant surgeon in charge of it. But no provision to that 
effect has been made, and we do not know when it will be made. The 
Hon’ble Minister promised in his budget speech last year and also this 
year many things. But in it we find a small paragraph on the 
Veterinary Department but he admits there that without improve- 
ment in the Veterinary Department, agriculture cannot improve. It 
is really useless to speak of agricultural improvement if this depart- 
ment is not improved. 

Now, Sir, I would like to give this suggestion to the Hon’ble 
Minister on tliis point. If one Director of the Superior Service as 
head be appointed for the whole of the province and one Assistant 
Director ol the Lower Provincial Service in each of the five divisions, 
and one Inspector of Veterinary in each district and one Veterinary 
Assifllant with a charitable dispensary in each thana be appointed, I 
think the Government can meet some of the demands of the rural 
population and the cultivators. The Government of Bengal is always 
top-heavy and it is useless in making this top-heavy Government more 
heavy, I submit, Sir, with the supervising staff of the Veterinary 
Dei-artmenr, as there is no work for supervision at all. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

ilMlIvi MO* MOZAMMEL HUQs The member spoke in Bengali, 
of which the following is an English translation: — 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to introduce this motion with a view to 
increasing the number of Muslims in the Veterinary Department. I 
shall, however, not move it. I shall only enter into a general dis- 
cu^ion of tJiis matter. Fjcui the answers to the questions put l*efnre 
this Assembly, it has been found that Muslims are very inadequately 
represented in every department. The other day, in connexion with 
the Medical Department it was found that out of 166 Assistant Sur- 
geons, only 32 are Muslims. Of the 275 Sub-Assistant Surgeons, only 
86 are Muslims. The other day our Finance Minister appointed 34 
persons, of whom cs^ly 4 are Muslims. Everyone has always thiown 
dust in the eyes of Muslims. In spite of oor idaiiiours au^ in spitisi^ 
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of tWe bojuQg our own Ministers we are practically getting noth in g 
according to our demands. Here I tell our own Ministers that w’e, 
Muslims, have a good many demands and our request to them is not 
to throw dust in our eyes any more. We hope they will before long 
satisfy our demands. I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move that the demand under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced by 
Bs. 100. In moving this motion I do not propose to dilate upon 
the birth, growth and recent development of the Scn iety. AH tliat 
I will say at once is that it is not an organisation at all. It 
is a clique of Mrs. Stanley, the Secretar>' bf the Society, I 
mean the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
r will say, Sir, that w'e wanted to be ineiuhers of this Association by 
signing the inciiihership and application form, and deposited about 
more or less Ps. 4,000, and about gentlemen applied for mem- 
bership of the Society including Sir Hari Shanker Paul and Mr. D. P, 
Khaitan, — not Mr. D. P. Khaitan, member of this Assembly, hut 
Mr. Diirga Prosad Khaitan, — among others. Sir, the irony of fate 
is this. We are entitled to be members of this House, but we are not 
entitled to be members of that institution which is solely controlled 
by one Mrs. Stanley who came to control and guide us all the way 
from England to India. I know she has great influence among the 
high oflScials of the Government iniduding High Court Judges. Sir, 
I have enquired into these things. The influence she is exercising 
to-day is due to her sex only and nothing else. 

Now, to come to the employees of the C.S.P.C.A., I can only say 
that they are commonly known as “Ghawalas,” and their treatment 
to the carters and particularly the fowl dealers is atrocious. Sir, 
these employees of the C.S.P.C.A., — I know the percentage of Hindus 
and Muslims is maintained there, — these employees are trained to 
commit atrocities on the poor people, I mean the carters and fowl 
dealers. Sir, I will narrate very briefly and to the point some 
instances of their atrocities. 

Sir, when these fowl dealers of North Bengal and East Bengal 
bring their fowls in baskets, these C.S.P.C.A. employees are ready 
to catch them just on the compound of the station, which fbey can- 
not do under the rules. Under the rules in one basket of a certain 
sixo, the^^ are entitled to accommodate 80 fowls of small size, 40 fowls 
of medium size and 00 fowls of big size. But, Sir, who are the men 
who try these cases? Behind me possibly you will find one of the 
oi^Municipal Magistrates of Calcutta. Sir, I am sure he has dealt 
with at least aeteral hundreds of thousand cases of fowls and cattle 
•nd other animula brought to him by the C.S.P.U.A. The proifedure 
fit that particular Court, I mean the Municipal h(agiatimte*a Court, ie 
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a tiling wBif'h I would like to describe here. The poor people who 
are prosecuted by the C.S.P.C.A., go there and they are instructed to 
say “Husii’*, Kasur Giya** — (I have committed the offence), and the 
Magistrate, says “T^n Rupees.** If he were to say “Kaeur Nai Giya** 
— (I have not committed the offence), if he utters that syllable, at 
oneo the Magistrate says “Rupees Twenty.** If he insists that be 
has not done any offence, the order is Rs. 40. In this way the 
administration of justice is carried on by the Magistrates of 
Calcutta. Sir, the result is the fowl business in Calcutta bas 
greatly deterioiated, thus affecting the poor Muslims of Bengal, because 
they are the fowl dealers. Sir, I will remind the House that the fowl 
is a very popular food not only among Muslims and Christians, but 
nowadays it is very popular among Hindus also. (Laughter.^ So, 
Sir, every section of the House should come forward to protect this fowl 
business of Calcutta. Sir, it is under dual control. 

The Hoij’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca has granted Rs. 81,000 for 
this C.S.J^C.A. Formerly, it was one lakh every year. Sir, it is not 
his Imsine.ss to see how this money is spent. It is under the control of 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister, Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin. 

No’v, coming to the question of membership, since I was refused 
admission into tlie C.S.P.C.A., I approached the Government to get a 
remedy. Sir, 1 was driven from post to pillar, from Calcutta to 
Darjeeling, and from Darjeeling to Calcutta, from Sir William Prentice 
to Sir Reid and to Nawab Farouki. I went on deputation after depu- 
tation. Nawab Sir Farouqi who was in charge of the Agricultural 
Department said that he had no control over this matter and directed 
me to Sir William Prentice. I went to Sir William Prentice. He said 
“this is the business of Mr. Faroqui, I have nothing to do with it.** 

Now, 1 ask the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca what control he has got 
over that organization, I mean the C.S.P.C.A. organization. The 
Hon’ble the Hume Minister is not here. Otherwise I would ask him, 
and seriously, what control he has got over that organization 

The Hon’ble N. t. 8UHRAWARDY: What about the fowls? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I am coming to lowla. 

Sir, the very Superintendent of the Sir Stuart Hogg’s market liaa 
reported to me, 1 being a member of the Calcutta Corporation, about 
the atrocities of this C.S.P.C.A. people. 

(At this stage, the member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

Meuivi HAFIZUDOIN CHOUDHUMIS Sir, 1 do not like to move 
my motion, but on the other hand, I would like to make some ohe»- 
vaiions on the subject. 
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Sixv 8 ^ 0 X 1 has coins and gone ; we are in the midst of another. 
But it is a pity that we all have discussed very little on the Veterinary 
Department. We have fought for a few services; shouted for too 
general a thing as rural uplift — catch penny phrases all. ,W« have 
very little to plan concretely for the peasantry. This is the tragedy 
of the system which allows the rural constituencies to Ih) represented 
by urban celebrities. 


Sir, every cultivator is an industrialist of his scale. The live- 
stock is his fixed capital. The bullock under the plough is the capi- 
tal that makes the pursuit of the industry possible for him, yielding 
thereby a more than proportionate return to his services. The Veter- 
inary Department which lo<ik8 to the prevention and cure of epidemic 
and diseases among these animals, is certainly a department of first 
rate national importance. 


Sir, my long experiences of rural Bengal conviio ed me of the fact 
that the cattle is almost the barometer of rural prosperity. A shed 
of cattle is all that a cultivator prays for. This has betm recognised 
by His Excellency the Governor-General and bis august initiative in 
the movement for (!attle improvement, entitles him to all our grati- 
tude. But we have not followed his lead, it is regrettable. 


Sir, we are now having a popular and responsible Ministry, osten- 
sibly going all out for national improvement. Permit me, Sir, to 
point out that the creation of employments to the middle class young 
men is not the panacea of all our national ills. The Government spent 
five lacs forty three thousand rupees on the Veterinary Department 
for the year 1937-38. The proposed expenditure for 1938-39 for the 
same department is five la<^;8 and fifty nine thousand rupees — ^much to 
commend them to our appreciation indeed. But a candid specifica- 
tion of the heads of increased expenditure liquidates all such senti- 
ment and makes us realise that the Government is more after creation 
of posts and decoration of offices (hear, hear from the Congress 
Benches) than rendering any positive and real help to the agricul- 
turists. The only effective expenditure in my opinion in these items 
is the control of rinderpest in the Chittagong Division. 


Now, Sir, I would make a few suggestions. First of all let us 
realiae that we should make the Veterinary Establishment a positive 
source of relief to the peasantry. It is no use, only having a book 
keeping existence. If we are convinced of this, let us go all out for 
bringing about a state of things which will make this possible. In- 
effective recognition without consequent effort is worse than useless. 
I propose that we have a clinical laboratory for* veterinary services 
in every district. These should be equipped with the primary appar- 
atus for research and immediate diagnosis of cattle diseases. Relief 
on the right lines should follow every diagnosis Irom these sources. 
There should be a veterinary officer in every polite station to report, 
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receive instnictione or relief measures and render services when neces- 
sary. Such agents further, should educate the peasantry as to the 
ways and means of keeping their live-stock healthy and strong. We 
can no longer be idle spectators to the Satanic Carnival of ignorance 
taking its toll on life. Let us do something by all means. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Dacca: 

I can assure Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy — 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; May I point out one most 

salient fact: that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister tried to become 
a member, but he could not. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I can assure Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy that at present this depart- 
ment has no control over the C.S.P.C.A., but I shall go into the ques- 
tion and see how far it is possible to control this Society through my 
department. The next thing I wish to tell my friend, Maulvi Md. 
Mo^tummel Huq is that it is unfortunate that Muslims and Scheduled 
Caste men are not found of the right type to be taken into the Veter- 
inary Department. The Government is trying its level best to give 
every facility for the education of Muslims and Scheduled Castes, and 
I am coming with a scheme for awarding special scholarships to Mus- 
lim and Scheduled Caste boys to take up their training in the veter- 
inary line. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why not for the Caste 

Hindus? 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Wliy not appoint a committee 
for this purpose? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I can assure this House that I am taking up the question of the re- 
oiganisation of the Veterinary Department, taking into consideration 
all the suggestions that have been made by the hon^ble members. 

The motion of Maulvi Jonab Ali Majumdar w^as then put and lost. 
The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy was then put and lost, 
lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, 
of Dacca lhat the demand of Rs. 5,05,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head **41 — Veterinary” was then put and agreed to* 

Adjoumnimt 

The| House was'thsii adjourned till 4-45 p.m. en Thursday, the 
24th March, 1938, ^at the Assembly House, C^cutta. 
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ProcMdiiig* of the Bengal Le^slative Auembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act> 1935. 

e 

e 

Thb Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 24th March 1938, at 4-46 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 227 members. 

The following member took his oath or affirmation of allegiance to 
the Crown : — 

Maulvi Mafizuddin Ahmed. 

•if, SPEAKER: Before the questions are taken up, may I draw 
the attention of the Leader of the House and the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister to the fact that a good deal of inconvenience is caused owing 
to the other House sitting up to very late hours. To-day it rose at 
4-39 p.iu. The time which is absolutely necessary before this House 
could meet is 46 minutes. I have taken figures for the last 3 weeks 
or 80 and I find that we had barely 25 minutes on most of the days 
and on a few days 30 minutes. Under the rules we have to keep ibe 
question papers on the table at least half an hour before, and it is a 
duty imposed on the Speaker of the House, and at the same time 
the Chamber has to Ih‘ cleared and made ready for the sitting of this 
House. Unless steps are taken by the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
or the Leader of the House it will be very difficult because to-day we 
have come to the marginal point of the sitting and I hope steps will 
be taken in the matter. 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIKAUODIN: I will look into the 
matter. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawera were ghren) 

Refusal ef admission of Mrs. Nilima Cuba into the Eden Hospitalf 

Calcutta. 

*274. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Loclil Self-Government 
Department aware — 

(i) that a lady named Nilima Guha, wife of B§bu Sailendra Noth 
Guha, being in labour pains, was brought for admission to 
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the Eden Hospital, Calcutta, on the morning of the 7th 
March, 1938, in an ambulance car; 

(u) that after about an hour of her arrival there, a doctor (supposed 
^ to the Resident Surgeon) refused the lady's admission into 
the hospital and ordered her husband remove her to some 
other hospital; 

(m) that the said lady, being not removed as directed, was taken 
out of the labour room to the verandah where she had to 
remain standing on her legs while bleeding, trembling and 
crying for pains; and 

(iv) that after about an hour’s standing on her legs in the verandah 
the said lady was removed in an ambulance car to the Camp- 
bell Hospital, where she gave birth to a male child imme- 
diately after her arrival there and that for some days lay in 
a precarious condition? 

(h) Is it a fact that the husband of the said lady has submitted a 
petition to the Hon’ble Minister for proper redress? 

(c) If so, has the Hon’ble Minister caused an inquiry to l)e made into 
the facts of his j)etition? 

(d) If an irujuirv has been made, what is the result of the inquiry? 

(e) Has the Hon’ble Minister considered the desirability of taking 
steps against the officers resjxinsible for the occurrence? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nauaher 
Ali): (a) (t) Yes. 

(w) to (iv) and (b) to (d) A i^etition was handed over to me by Babu 
Sailendra Nath Guha, husband of Mrs. Nilima Guha. I instructed 
the Surgeon -General to investigate into the complaint personally. The 
result of his inquiry is laid on the table. 

(e) Does not arise, as it appears from the report of the Surgeon -Gene- 
ral that the charges made against the officers have not been sub- 
stantiated. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 274, embodying 
the report of the inquiry made by the Surgeon-General, Bengal. 

Babu Sailendra Nath Guha brought his wife to the Eden Hospital at 
7 a.m. on the 7th March, 1938. She was seen immediately by the nurse 
who forthwith sent information to Dr. Rakshit, the House Surgeon, as 
it appeared that the lady was about to go into labour. Mrs. Guha was 
examined by Dr. Rakshit at 7-35 a.m. Dr. Rakshit found that labour 
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had 01^ joBt started but that the general condition of the lady was 
good. As she complained of having had diarrhoetic 8tool8 on the previoua 
day, ii would have been necessary, had she been admitted, to put her 
into the Isolation Ward where such cases are treatad, this ward l)eiug 
used to keep such cases away from imtieuts who are (^mpletefy healthy. 
There are only 13 beds in the Isolation Block but on that morning there 
were already 26 patients in it, so that except only in a case of an impera- 
tively urgent nature it was obviously quite im}K)ssible to take in another 
patient. As Mrs. Guha’s case was not then of an urgent nature, the 
House Surgeon suggested to her husband that in view of the exception- 
ally overcrowded state of the Maternity Block she might be placed in 
the ptiying ward where a bed w’as available on jHiyinent of Bs. 2 i>er day 
and Rs. 10 for nursing fees, which w'ere the usual charges levied in that 
ward. Babu Sailendra Nath (iuha did not, how'ever, agree to place his 
wife in the paying ward and he was, therefore, advised to trj* aoiiie 
other hospital for admission. Dr. Bakshit phoned up for an ambu- 
lance and tried his best to get one but was unable to do so. At 8-15 a. in. 
Dr. Bhowmik, Resident Surgeon, also examined Mrs. Uiiha and found 
her to be going into labour. He accordingly phoned to the Campbell 
Hospital and arranged for a bed for her there. 

Mrs. Guha was allowed to remain in the Examination Room till 
8-30 a.m. when, the room l>eing required for a more urgent case, she was 
requesteil to lie on a trolley in the verandah hut she preferred to sit on 
the bench there. It is not a fact that she was in great pain or was 
bleeding profusely or that at any time she w'us unattended or uncared 
for. At 0-15 a.m. the amhulanee arrived and she was at once removed 
to the Campbell Hospital in it. The Teacher of Midw'ifery in the Camp- 
bell Hospital has repjorted that she was admitted at 0-22 a.m., that she 
was then in lalonr ami that only a few’ drops of blood were found on her 
clothes but that her general condition was then good and a child was 
bom to her at 11-15 a.m. Her subsequent condition is also re|x>rted to 
bave been good. It is not a fact that her condition at the Campbell 
Hospital was precarious for some days. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Surgeon-General examined the ladyP 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Perhaps not. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the ^on’ble Minister be 
pleaaed to state whether the Surgeon-General examined Mr. Sailendra 
Nath Gnha^ the husband of that lady? 


Tlia Hon'Me Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I underetand noL 



tURENDRA NATH BItWASi Will lie be pleased to state 
* wluf her the clothes which* the lady was putting on while was in 
the Medical College Hospital, was examined by the Surgeon^Gcjieral P 
' $ 

TiM H«il’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALl! I think not. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In view of the staHtinent 
of the Surgeon -General that Dr. Rakshit examined the la&y at' 
7-35 a.m. and that a child was born to her at 11-15 a.m., does not the 
llon’ble Minister hold that it was an urgent case? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SYED NAUSHER ALl: That is a matter of 
opinion. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is it a fact that Babu SaiW 
dra Nath Guha whose petition has been received by the Hon’ble 
Minister, complained before him that the lady was kept standing in 
the verandah of the Medical College Hospitf^ for about an hour? 

The Hon^ble Mr, SYED NAUSHER ALl: The petition was there. 

It was made over to the Surgeon-General and an enquiry^ was made 
on that. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of that fact, does the 
Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability to re-enquire into the state- 
ment of the Surgeon-General in the presence of that Mr. Sailendra 
Nath Guha who can challenge or verify the statement of Dr. Rakshit? 

The Hon’blo Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALl: Well, Sir. Even if 
that is done, it will come to this whether it was a case of an emergent 
nature or not, and it appears that she was required to make room for 
another emergent case. That really indicates that the staff there 
took into consideration whether this case was more emergent or not. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of the fact that the 
lady delivered the child within two hours of her removal from the 
Medical College Hospital to the Campbell Hospital, does not the 
Hon’ble Minister consider that this was an emergent case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALl: Sir, it is a question of 
comparative necessity, 

< 

D?, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that evidence collected by the Surgeon- 
General was of an JT’pnrfe nature and no opportunity was given to 
the complainant to put his case before himP 
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«|% |lm*M Mr. SYED NAUlNfill ALU 1 tliink. ^ir, I haVe 
ftlrealy s^ted that the husband of the lady ‘was not examined and 
that ynqniiy was made in his absence. 

lfrJ%0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the fron’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many of the occupants of the Maternity Block 
weroi^elivered of their children that day or on the subsequent day? 

Thi Non’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I would require notice. 

« ;9r. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister he 
pleased to state if there was any unseemly language used to the lady 
or to her husband by the staff of the Medical College during their 
stay? 

The Hon*ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: The report is just the 
other way. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to the statement 
we find that “it is not that she was in great pa^n*\ What led the 
Surgeon-General to think that the lady had no pain whatsoever? 

The Hon’bte Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: The report is based on 
the examination of the lady by the officers of the Medical College and 
it appears they thouglit that this was a case that might he transferred 
to some other hospital whereas the other case that was taken in was a 
more urgent one. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon^hle Minister be 
pleased to state if he is prepared to make an independent enquiry into 
this complaint in the presence of independent persons other than those 
against whom the enquiry is made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: It is very difficult to 
understand wdiat is meant by “an independent enquiry". If it he 
that apart from this that the husband should he sent for and hia 
statement taken, I have not the slightest objection. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of the fact that the 
Surgeon-General did not examine the lady, nor the husband nor the 
Doctor who was accompanying the lady that day and whose mention 
has been mads in the petition to the Hon’ble Minister, does not the 
Hon'hle Minister consider the desirability in Ihe public interests, 
that these matters should be more thoroughly enquired into in the 
presence of some independent non-official persons, and the lady als/> 
should be examined? 

21 
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‘ TIm Hon*bl« Mr. 8YEO NAUSHER ALI: Sir, whUe symjtathi^g 

ftslly with the lady and her husband, it appears almost clear to me 
that very little useful purpose will be served by an examination of 
tbot nature, because after all, it is a question of opinion as to 
wh^her of the two, the one case which was not admitted was more 
emergent than the other, and for this we have got to depend on the 
opinion of the officers who were there. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Does not the Hon’ble Minister 
consider it desirable that since the lady was made to stand in the 
verandah for one hour and also that she was bleeding during that 
period, a further enquiry is necessary in public interest? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: These facts have been 
completely negatived by the report. I am afraid that if the petitioner 
be re-examined the result will be a contradiction. There is nothing 
more to be done on this point, which will take us an inch further. 
We have got a report from the authorities of the Campbell Medical 
Ilospitnl also, and I do not think that any useful purpose will be 
seived by making a fresh enquiry. I am ever ready to have the 
husband examined, but T doubt very much whether it will take us 
one step further. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Does the Eon’ble Minister 
know the difference between “negatived’^ and “denied’*, legally and 
linguistically? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That question hardly arises. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Hon’ble Minister 
has stated in answer that no useful purpose will be served. What 
does he mean by that? It is after all a serious matter. 

Tha Hdn’bli Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The object of holding 
an enquiry is to get at the truth. Here we have got the report, and 
an enquiry has been made; and the statement made by the husband 
is also there. So, if an enquiry is made again the question will arise 
as to what is to be believed, and, therefore, I have stated that no 
useful purpose will be served by bolding a fresh enquiry. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Does not the Hou’ble 

Minister consider it desirable that in view of the fact that the last 
enquiry has not elicited much information a further enquiry is 

uecessaryP 
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Ttf Mr. 8YED MAU8HER ALIt I cannot foUow the 

bon’bb member. On what point does he want an enquiry? If there is 
any definite point which he can suggest, then I am prepared to order 
an enquiry » ^ 

Mr. 8YEO dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In the absense of any 
definite entry in the book maintained in the Ambulance 
UfBce, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enquire whether Dr. 
Rakshit has made a false statement or not? 

The Hon’b^a Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The hon’ble member has 
made a statement that there is an absence of entry in a certain book 
in the oflSce of the Calcutta Corporation. I do not know what enquiry 
the hon’ble member wants me to make in this negative something. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the serious allegotions made before 
him he does not think that the truth would have come out if the com- 
plainant could have been present at the time of the enquiry and cross- 
txamine the accused person with regard to certain points raised by 
him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: It appears to me that 
the enquiry was, to a certain extent, defective, because if the whole 
thing had been done in the presence of the complainant, all these 
supplementary questions would not have arisen. But the Surgeon- 
General is not a lawyer. The petitioner is a lawyer, but the Surgeon- 
General is not. I plead guilty to a certain extent, 1 feel that it 
would have been better for nia to order that the enquiry should be 
held in the pieaence of the husband. 


8ch6duled Castes in the Chittagong Distiiot BeanL 

^75. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department aware that no representative of the Scheduled Castes was 
nominated to the Chittagong District Board? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
con.<ddering the desirability of appointing their representative to the said 
Board in the future? * 

Tha Hofinna Mr. 8YEO NAU8HER ALI: (a) Tea. 

(h) The claims of the Scheduled Castes will lie^duly considered. 
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■dm KtHETRA NATH SINCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Oovemment think it desirable to issue 
oircttlars to District Officers for the purpose? 

The Hoil*ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I understand, Sir, that 
a circular already exists for tlie purpose. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is it possible for the 
Hon’ble Minister to give any idea of the time as to wben the claims of 
the scheduled castes will be duly considered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: This question will be 
considered when the occasion for nominating members to District and 
Local Boards arises. 


Kulti Outfall 8cheme of Calcutta Corporation. 

•276. Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Dei>nrt- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Calcutta Cori)oration Kulti Outfall 
Scheme has been examined by Government? 

(h) What are the reasons for not sanctioning the scheme? 

(c) Have the Government obtained opinion through their experts 
that there is apprehension of the Kulti being dead in the near future? 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise, as the scheme was sanctioned in July, 1935, 
subject to certain conditions. 

(c) Yes. Government are advised that the life of the Kulti Gang 
can be prolonged by acquiring a spill area on either side of the river 
as well ns by treating the sewage before its discharge into the river. 
The matter has been referred to the Calcutta Corporation for their 
consideration and necessary action. 

Mr. EYED 4ALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wben the scheme was submitted to Govern- 
ment for their consideration ? 

Tha Hon’blc J(r. EYED NAU8HER ALI: I think several years 
before 1936. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HAEHEMY: What is the reason for 
the delay in sanctioning the scheme ? 



.5 


imi QUESTIONS. «* 

• 

Tilt Hon’blf Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALII That was long before 

we cniee into office, and it is very difficult for me to give any reply 
irithout proper notice. But, at the same time, I think that a reply 
-irns given in this House either in this session or in the previous, 
session. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: When was the matter referred 
to the Calcutta Corporation P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: After the inspection 
held by myself. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Has any reply been given by 

the Calcutta Corporation P 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I think that the 

matter is still under thoir consideration. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8. Has any provision been made 
in tlie scheme itself for treating the sewage before discharging it in 
the proposed spill area in th(‘ Kiilti outfall scheme P 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I think not. 


Kurigram Union Board, Ran^ur. 

*277. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (a) Is the 

ITon’blp Minister in charge of the Vublic Health and Local Self-Qovern- 
nieiii Department aware — 

(i) that the date of election of the President of the newly formed 
Kurigram Union Board (No. 5) in the subdivision of Kuri- 
grain, district Bangpur, was fixed by the Circle Officer on 
the 29th January last and the members were duly informed 
of the date 13 days before ; 

(iV) that in the afternoon of the 28th January, the members were 
Served with notices by the said Circle Officer that the date 
of the meeting had been postponed to the 7th Febniary, 

1938; 

(iii) that the Circle Officer concerned changed the date on the 
application of three nominated members ^led before the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Kurigram on the ground of — 

(1) illness of one of the applicant’s daughter, and 

(2) private business of the other two; %nd 
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<iv) tliat on the 28th January, elected members filed a petition before 
the Subdivisional Officer of Kurigram protesting against the 
changing of date of election of the President, but the Suk- 
^divisionnl Officer refused to take any action upon it? 

(b) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether this fact 
Iras represented to him by a telegram? 

(o) If so, what steps, if any, did he take in the matter? 

TIi6 Hoii*IHo Mf« SYED NAU8HER ALl* A statement is laid on 
the Library table. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon*ble 

Minister be pleased to state what authority there was for the Circle 
Officer to change the date? Under what rules, framed under the Act, 
did he do so ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALIS In my opinion, the 
grounds on which the postponement was made are not adequate. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, my question has 
not been answered. My question was — what was the authority of the 
Circle Officer to change the date ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALl: The point is, I do not 

quite understand the question. If an opinion is asked from me as to 
whether the Circle Officer is under the law authorised to change the 
{date, it becomes a pure question of law and not a question of fact, and 
as such I am not called upon to give an opinion on a point of law. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
atnto why the election was postponed at the instance of three nominat- 
ed members when six elected members opposed it? 

The Hon’blo Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALl: 1 have already answer- 
ed that question. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the HonH^le 
Minister be pleased to take the opinion of the Advocate-General in the 
matter? > ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALl: I nm myself thinking 
of taking his opinidb on this point for the purpose of issuing a circular 
to the subordinate futhorities. 
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Miilvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Ho&’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what was the result of the subsequent election — whether a 
nominated or elected member was elected P 


Mr« SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Advisory Committes for Miihaiiiiiiadan liirrtags Ragiitran in 
the 24-Pargana8. 

•278. Mr. MO. AMIR ALI MIA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chnine of the Education Department be pleased to slate — 

(o) the names of members on the Advisory Committee in the 24* 
Pnrganas for selecting candidates for appointment ns 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrars showing against each the 
interest they represent; and 

{h) whether the Committee constituted has satisfied all the condi- 
tions laid down in the Government notification? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A, K. Pazlul Huq): (a) A statement is placed on ibe 
table. 

(h) No; there was no Muslim member on the District Board to 
lepresent Barrackpore subdivision and the Muslim member representing 
Sadar subdivision refused to accept membership of the Advisory Com- 
mittee, their places were, therefore, given to other Muslims. The 
Committee will, however, be Muslims reconstituted in the near future 
in accordonce with the Government notificotion. 


Statement referred, to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No, '278, 

(0 M. 0. Carter, Esq., m.c., i.c.s., President, 

(ii) Mr. Faizul Huq, Second Police Magistrate, Alipore, Vice-Presu 
dent, 

(Hi) Mr. Sital Chandra Baneijee, District Sub-Registrar, Alipore, 
Secretary, 


Members, 

(a) Mr. Jastmuddin Ahmed, m.l.a. (Diamond Harbour), Secretary, 24- 
Pargboas Muslim Association. 

(^) Dr. Mominul Huq, Subarnapur, Prithibo 0., 24-pQrganas, 
(representing Barasat subdivision). 
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(c) Khali Bahadur A. F. H. Abdur Bahman, m.l.a., Khan Bahadur's 

Lodge, P. 0. Bashirhat (representing Bashirhat subdiyision). 

(d) Maulvi Eerama^ Ali Naskar, Mograhat P. 0., 24-Parganas (repre- 

senting Diamond Harbour subdivision). 

^e) Maulvi Abdul Aziz, Dadpur, P. 0. Badu, 24-Parganas (representing 
Barrackpore subdivision). 

.</) Maulvi Bazltir Rahman, Honorary Magistrate, Alipore (representing 
Sadar subdivision). 

ExfMiiditure for the education of the Schodtilod Castesp Mualimsp 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians. 

•279. Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay a statement 
showing for the year 1936-37 the amount of money spent by the Gov- 
ernment 8i>e(*iolly for (1) higher, (2) secondary, (3) primary and 
(4) other education — 

(i) of the Scheduled Castes of Bengal; and 

(it) of the (1) Muslims; (2) Europeans, and (3) Anglo-Indians? 

(If) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of a feeling amongst the Sche- 
duled Castes or depressed classes that ihe Government grant for their 
education should be enhanced to meet their needs? 

(c) Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state what has been Iho 
latest decision (if any) of the Government on the matter of enhanced 
grant for the education of the Scheduled Castes? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of raising the 
grant to comply with the prayers and demands of the Scheduled Castes 
in the matter of education in the near future? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o) (0 There is no specific 
provision in the budget for the education of the Scheduled Castes. 
But special facilities in the shape of grants, scholarships, etc., are pro- 
vided for the education of backward and Scheduled Castes, which 
amount to Rs. 1,18,697, viz., Rs. 22,576 for scholarships and Rs. 96,121 
for general education. 

(u) (1) With the exception of the following item, no specific pro- 
vision is made for the education of Muslims — 

Madrasahs — Rs. 1,92,817. 

Special facilities are provided in the shape of scholarships which amount 
to Rs. 1,02,272. 

(2) and (3) Rs. ‘12,76,849. 

(b) Tos. 
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(c) Special ediolarships for Scheduled Castes were created in 1937, 

TO.— 

(1) Two scholarships of Rs. 240 per session for each year of the 

Intermediate Course at the Bengal Engineering College and 
two scholarships of Rs. 300 per session for each year of the 
Degree Course of the college, each tenable for one year. 

(2) Two scholarships of Rs. 10 each per month tenable for two 

years, at the Ashnnullah School of Engineering. 

(3) Two scholarships of Rs. 7-8 each per month, tenable for four 

years, at the Government School of Art. 

(d) Provision has been made in the next year’s budget for an ulti- 
mate recurring expenditure of Rs. 50,000 for giving special facilities 
to the students of the Scheduled Castes. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister b« 

pleased to state whether the si>ecial scholarships provided for the 
scheduled castes students are being taken advantage of fully by them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The special scholnrships 
were created after T came into office and I have no information ns to 
whether any student has come forward to take advantage of it. If 
necessary, I will make enquiry. 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to (a) 

(1) , will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the castoB 
which go by the name of backward classes in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: At the present moment 
I cannot give an answer off-hand, but I think there are some Sanihals 
and in the district of Backerganj, some Mugs, — a very small com- 
munity. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to 
(a)(iV), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleawMl to state whether the 
Madrasahs include old-scheme Madrasahs or new-scheme Madrasahs or 
both? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The present policy of the 
Government is to give facilities both to old-scheme as well as to new- 
scheme Madrasahs. , 

Mr. PROMATHA RAN JAN THAKUR! With reference to (a) 

(2) and (.3), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if be is 
aware that Europeans and Anglo-Indians are fabulously rich in Indk 
and require no special grant for the education of thqir children? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERill: With reference to (a) (2), (3), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Europeans and 
Anglo-Indians are given huge educational grants because they are 
very backward in education P 

Mr. SPEAKER : That question does not arise. 

Frae ami oomfiulsory primary edueation in Myrnansiiigh. 

*280. Ktian Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state what will be the probable cost for free and compulsory primary 
education in the district of Mymensingh? 

(b) Whether the Government are aware that the District School 
Board of Mymensingh has recently unanimously passed a resolution 
requesting the Government to make the free primary education com- 
pulsory in that district? 

(c) Whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that the district of 
'Mymensingh has voluntarily taken over the burden of education cess? 

((/) Do the Government propose to introduce compulsoiy free pri- 
mary education in that district without delay by giving additional 
grant necessary for the purpose from the provincial revenue? 

(e) Whether the existing Inspecting Staff in the district of Mymen- 
singh has been found adequate for proper inspection of the free primary 
schools started very recently in the district? 

(/) If not, what steps do the Government propose to take for pro^ 
per and effective supervision of those schools ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Rs. 13,50,000 approxi- 
mately. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(ff) Compulsion will be introduced by Government in the district 
when the facilities for primary education in existence justify the enforce- 
ment of such compulsion. During the next year an attempt will be 
made to supplement, out of general revenues, the cess receipts. 

(e) Yes, for the present. 

(/) Does not anse. 

KhMi Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state *'lhe data on which calculation of approximate cost 
has been made P , 
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Tlilifw’lllt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Tbe calculation boa been 
made necutdin^ to tbe basis of imposition of tbe cess as laid down in 
sectioA 29 of tbe Primary Education Act. 


MmM ABDUL HAKIM : CUiimt lainMgH riTTW ffsw a«T >wr 

siTOPc ^fwr TOtpn? ffiw ^ TO fWtf^ cwtok I5n« pr fro ft 
urt^ 3tr TO iti. at *(r*( wfro ctieti wfww wtoti csbw 

TO alirfw f’T 5(r? 


The Hon’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : CW fTOt mW5 •nta 

Rai HARCNDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : You are not entitled to 
answer in Bengali. 

The Hon'Wa Mr. A. K. F AZLU L HUQ : (mm ^ WIUR 
FfK a wa u[r*^!W fms •nf? or wif*( fFW 

WSRT 6 f4C4b*ll RT?[RT at i*0 RTaOCO 'tlfi I 


Mnaivi ABDUL HAKIM : 2POITO ^ R mto ^tllllW ^ nTtlTHR f¥T 


The Hon’Uf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : WTi:er WlfH mt ^1 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’blo Minister be 
pleased to state when was the District School Board established in tbe 
district of Mymensingh ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think about four years 
ago. 

MauIvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state why during the course of these 4 or 5 years the requi- 
site number of schools have not been established in the district of 
Mymensingh F 

The Hon’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: When I come into office 
tbe Board had already been established nearly two or three years. I 
am responsible for the last C months and the new Board is already 
working there. 

Mtulvl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any scheme for tbe establishment of the 
necessary number of schools in the district, and, if so, within what 
time is it expected that tbe requisite number of ^bools will be estab* 
lialj^dF 
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Tilt Hofl^bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HIIQs There is a scheme 
has been fully worked out and as the hon’ble member is aware/ * a 
Special Officer has been engaged in compiling statistics. From i(Vthe 
information that I could gather I expect that the whole of Mymensingh 
will have primary education introduced in about 2 years. ' 

Klum Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the geographical situation of the villages in the district is 
such that the number of schools necessary cannot be calculated on area 
or population basis alone as laid down in the Resolution of the Govern- 
ment for providing one school for an area of 3 square miles or for 
2,000 population in the alternative? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I agree, but this is the 
general rule by which we are guided. In any case, the District Magis- 
trate in consultalion with the District School Board is taking steps to 
see that schools are situated in such a manner that small children may 
not have inconvenience in attending schools from their homes. 

Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; With reference to answer 
(r), will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state whether representa- 
tions from various public organisations and public bodies and telegrams 
were sent to the Chief Minister objecting to the introduction of free 
and primary education in the district of Mymensingh with the tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: It is true that telegrams 
were sent; representations were also sent; meetings were held and 
that was the reason why for about six months I hesitated to take any 
action. I have explained the position repeatedly in this House. I 
waited if I could find any alternative and I confess that I have not 
been able to find out any alternative and much against my wishes I 
have been forced to adopt the method laid down under the Primary 
Education Act. I am not an advocate of the system of taxing but 
where tax is necessary I cannot help it. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the resolution passed by the School Boards 
come to the Government immediately after they are passed? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: Not necessarily. 

Khtn Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer 
(/)), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the source of 
his information? 

The Hon’bto Mr.’' A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not yet been in* 

formed, but I wish tp make an enquiry. 
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Mb DHIRENORA NATH DATTAt WOl the Hoa’ble Uinist'er 
^.pleated to state what is meant by “facilities for primary education 
in ih^tence’’ F Facilities in what direction P 


Tli^ Hen'Ua Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Facilities for primary 
education mean primarily the facilities given to small children for 
attending primary schools where there are a sufficient number of schools 
so situated as to render it convenient for small children to attend 
schools from their homes. 


A question of privjlogo. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a question of 
privilege. 1 have been noticing that for the last three days the num- 
ber of questions has been rather too small. I understand that quite a 
large number is still lying iin replied to. It appears that the procedure 
80 far followed does not suit either the departments of Government or 
your department. Or, is it duo to some other reasons? We want 
your protection for this important privilege of the House to get inter- 
pellations replied to in good time. We have only 4 or 5 more days 
before us. May we know what steps you are going to take to ensure 
that all the questions are replied to in the courw^ of this session? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As to what 1 shall do it is very difficult to say, 
because I have not considered this matter. I can say this much that 
the steps which I took was to give information to Government once 
about the end of February and again on the 20th of March last (i.e., 
on Sunday last). I tabulated a list of all questions that are pending 
with the different departments and sent a copy to each Minister and 
each Secretary to Government suggesting that in view of a very large 
number of questions still pending, Government might be pleased to 
send replies to all questions every day this week. So fur as the last 
week was concerned the actual position was that about •100 questions 
were pending with the departments and 1 have drawn special attention 
to this fact on your behalf. I have done all I possibly could and I am 
prepared to show the tabulated list to the Leaders of the different 
groups. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we have an assurance from 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister that all the questions will be answered 
before the session is over ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not yet heard even in the nature of an ^ 
atsurance from the Hon’ble the Home Minister after I sent the list, 
because he was very busy for the last two or three days and could not 
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diicuss this matter with me, but 1 hope that he will take as 
opportunity to see to this matter. 

The Hofi’bla Kbwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The first mistake which 
the hon’bfe member is making is when he assumes that the Assembly 
will be OTer in 4 or 5 da^'s’ time. As far as 1 can see the Assembly 
will sit at least for another two weeks. 1 think there is ample time 
and 1 can assure the members of this House that all the questions will 
be answered in time. 


MotiM for adJourmiMiit. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: 1 beg leave of the House to 

move my motion for the adjournment of the business of the Assembly 
for which I have got the Hon’ble Speaker’s consent. May I hand over 
the written statement and the consent of the Hon’ble Speaker P 

Mr. SPEAKERS Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the motion about? 

Mr. SPEAKER: it is about the issue of orders under section 144 
of the Criminal Procedure Code by the Subdivisional Officer of Contai 
in connection with certain realisation of rent 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Since I receiv- 
ed the notice of this adjournment motion, I have put myself in touch 
with the Collector of Midnapore for full facts, and I am expecting the 
information. So this matter cannot be taken up to-day. 1 propose to 
discuss this question with the hon’ble member and place all the facts 
before him. If after that he still feels inclined to move his motion he 
might do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think under the circumstances it is better to 
have this matter postponed. 1 will waive the question of urgency so 
far as this motion is concerned in view of the fact that the information 
is not immediately available. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Hay 1 know from the H(m*ble 
Minister if this will be taken up in a day or two P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might be absolutely frank with you. I will 
be really relunctant to take this matter up during the budget session. 
If the information io received in a day or two this matter may be taken 
up on Tuesday. 
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lIrvSARAT CHANDRA BOSE; May we know from the Revenue 
Minister ns to whether orders under section 144 of the Criminal Proce- 
duittCode have been issued by the District Officer without reference to* 
Government P 

Hit Hon’bte Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Yes; Govern, 
meat had no information on this subject. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

25— General Administration— Debt Conciliation. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I think it will be convenient to the House as we 
have got about 2} hours for two demands if I close the debate on 
General Administration — Debt Conciliation about 6-40 and take up 
Co-operation after that or shall I continue the debate on General 
Administration — Debt Conciliation a bit later. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; May we not request you to git 
till 9 p.m. ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Mr. Speaker, may I give you 
proper intimation that we, on this side of the House, desire that free 
and proper discussion must take place on every item in the budget 
demand and it would be simply stultifying the privileges of this House 
if attempts are made by those who are in the majority to shorten the 
period of discussion. Tinder these circumstances, we may have to 
refuse to go out of the House, when it is adjourned, I think that under 
BriLi^h Parliamentary practice we do not require your presence to 
stay in this House so far as the continuance of this debate ia ooncern- 
ed, although. Sir, you may have an opinion to the contrary. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, I think that the 
matter of adjournment is entirely a matter within the discretion of the 
Speaker, and if members desire to stay on after the House is adjourn- 
ed, I have absolutely no objection to their doing so, but then when 
the Chair is absent, the House is not sitting I 

Tbo Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLiCK; Sir, on the 
recoinniendutiun of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 24,45,000 be granted for expenditure unOer the head “25 — 
General Administration — Debt Conciliation." 

In presenting this demand to the House I do nol think 1 should be 
justified in taking too long in explaining the items that go to make this 
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flemand, for they are very simple and they have been sufficiently 
e:^plamed in the budget. Nor do I feel that I should be justified in 
anticipating the criticisms that may be levelled against thk department 
by hon’ble members of this House. I will wait till my friends make 
them. Ihit you know, Sir, that this is a new subject which has been 
in operation for a little over a year. It is still linked up with the 
General Administration for the very simple reason that we have yet to 
depend upon the officers of that department for the administration of 
this subject. 

I am, however, surprised to some extent at the number of motions 
that have been tabled as also at the nature of these motions. Without 
meaning any disrespect to the hon’ble members of this House it eeems 
to me, Sir, that there has been some amount of misapprehension about 
the administration of this subject. While waiting for the criticisms 
and the suggestions to be offered, I think I should try at this stage to 
clear up one or two of these matters. The House knows full well that 
this briincl) of the administration is based upon the operation of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ Act, 193G. As a member of the then 
Government, Sir, you know the history of this legislation. My esteem- 
ed colleague the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin was then the Member 
in charge of this department. So far as I see, before me, 1 find only a 
few of ray hon’ble friends here now, who were members of the then 
Bengal Legislative Council which passed this measure. 1 hope, Sir, i1 
will not be impertinent on my part if I were to remind the hon’bk 
members iliat iliis legislation was undertaken on the Report of the Royal 
Commission on Agriculture as also on that of the Economic Enquiry 
Committee. It transpired then that the rural masses were very much 
indebted; so much so, that they had not the means to pay in full all theii 
debts to their creditors, whoever they may be, whether landlords, 
creditors or banking concerns like Co-operative Societies, or things ol 
that sort. It was considered necessary that some steps should be taken 
to minimise this heavy burden of rural indebtedness and to see that thie 
indebtedness is scaled down. The basic principle of this legislation, I 
may be excused to submit to this House, is that all the creditors of the 
indebted agriculturist might be induced to be satisfied with whatever 
the poor debtor is able to pay after keeping to himself just enough to 
maintain him and his family. This is the basic principle, as I have 
said before, of this legislation. 

Now, Sir, as I indicated a moment ago, the measure was enacted 
by the lato Bengal Legislative Council of which body I had the honour 
of being a member. I do not know what time it took the late Govern- 
ment to come t6 their judgment with regard to the principle and the 
details, but we know that the Bill was introduced in July 1935. After 
a detailed debate the Bill was referred to a Select Committee, and so far 
as I remember, my hon’ble friends Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan, Maolvi 
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Abdnl Hamid Shah, Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, and Khan Bahadur 
A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, were members of the Select Committee. 
They sat and di^icussed the Bill in Select Committee in the month of 
October 1935 and submitted a report. The Bill as reported^was taken 
inlo coufeideration in the late Council on the floor of this House in the 
months of November and December of that year, and perhaps on or 
about the 23rd December of that year it was passed by the late Council, 
and it received the assent of the authorities and became law some time 
«arly in 1936. The rules for the guidance of the boards at the various 
stages of dealing with applications that would be forthcoming had to be 
settled and this inevit;dilly took some time for the Government. The 
Art was put into operation in 16 districts, to start with, and Special 
Oflicers were appointed to guide and advise these hoards. This was 
done some time in Septemher-Deeemher, 1936. 

We ull know, Sir, that the province went through the general elec- 
tions at about that time, and Government required the services of all 
their oflicers, and these Special Officers were also employed in conduct- 
ing the general elections. The position therefore is this: that though 
boards were established they could not start work still some time later 
and we find that towards the end of the lust finaucdal year, 1,099 
ordinary boards and 12 special boards were established in some of 
these districts. The Finance Member of the late Government. Sir John 
Woodlicatl, who was reputed for his very great caution was not very 
much willing to extend the operation of the Aet to the whole province 
all at on(*e, for he perhaps felt that it might indirectly introduce vari- 
ous ditficultie.^ iu the normal activities of society. They had also to 
take into consideration the reports of the local officers and when they 
found that some of the districts had not been able to get over the local 
ilifficulties due to depression and distress, it was then considered proper 
to establish these boards in those districts as soon as they desired. It 
w’as therefore thought fit not to extend the operation of this Act in the 
districts of Khulna, Burdwau, Birbhum, Nadia and a few other 
ilistcicts. 

Sir, after the formation of the new Government in April last we 
have taken a definite decision that we must have as many boards as may 
be necessary to deal with this question of scaling down rural indebted- 
ness to the manageable capacity of the agriculturists, in the interior of 
the province and hon’ble members will be pleased to remember that 
they were good enough to give me a sum of Rs. 12 lakhs at the time of 
the last budget for this department. Our idea if as that we should 
establish about 3,000 boards by the end of the current financial year and 
that this must be done with resp^t to the whole of the province. We 
have, however, been able to establish 2,791 boards ^n all including one 
w more special boards in the subdivisions of t)^ose districts. We 
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ejcantiiierl the position once again and found that we would not he justi- 
£ed in establishing these boards in the remaining districts at once and 
therefore in the beginning of the current financial year some of the 
districts like Nadia^ Murshidabad were left out. But this condition no 
longer exists and we have already established these boards in all dis- 
tricts except Nadia, Darjeeling and the Chittagong Hill Tracts. We 
have recently had a proposal from the Collector of Nadia that these 
boards should be established in that district as well, and we propose to 
have these boards in that district, from the beginning of the next month, 
that is, in the month of April. We have also decided to establish at 
least one special board in each of the subdivisions whose jurisdiction 
extends over the whole of the subdivisional area so that even if there 
be no ordinary board in any particular union, the people there may be 
able to put in their applications to the special boards and if there is any 
proceedinu' pending against them in the civil court they might avail 
themselves of the opportunity afforded to them by section 34 of the 
Act. 

Without going into details as to the progress made by these boards 
in this work I should just indicate for the information of the House 
that up to the Gist December last the boards that were functioning 
received 372,008 applications of which little more than half came from 
the debtor- and the rest from the creditors; 23,388 of these cases have 
been settlea by awards and a little over 11,000 were dismissed for some 
reason or other. The cases settled represent a total claim of Bs. 69,75,361 
of which Bs. 47,87,746 were determined as the amount of the debt 
existing under section 18 of the Act. Awards were given for 
Bs. 35,05,599 to be paid in suitable instalments. 

We have had interesting reports from all over the province to show 
that in point of fact these boards were perfectly alive to their sense of 
responsibility with which they have been invested and are disposing of 
the casi^a brought before them to the satisfaction of all concerned. The 
reports have been collected and published through the Press Officers 
from time to time. 1 might be permitted to place before the House 
a few of such instances. In the case of a mortgagee in possession in 
Jamal per subdivision in Mymensingh district, the creditor agreed to 
forego the entire claim of as much as Bs. 980. In the same subdivision 
two other claims of Bs. 100 and Bs. 175 were similarly written off. 
Again, there have been cases in which similar claims have been settled 
lor cash payments of a nominal amount, as in Netrokona subdivision a 
claim for Bs. 194 was settled for a cash payment of Bs. 8 only. In 
Serajganj subdivision of Pabna district debts amounting to Bs. 407, 
Bs. 119 and Bs. 150 ware settled, respectively, at Bs. 147, Bs. 27-8 and 
Bs. 125. Another debt of Bs. 546 covered by a civil court decree in 
the same subdivision was settled at Bs. 110. In a Midnapoxe caae a 
debtor mortgaged his entire property consisting of 18 bighas of lafda and 
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hom6il«ad for a ^oan only of Rs. 690 which subsequently amounted to 
Rs. 802. He also contracted unsecured small debts from 11 persons to 
the extent of Rs. 222 and arrears of rent amounting to Rs. 75 were also 
due to the landlord. The creditors realised that it was impossible for 
the debtor to repay the debts even in 20 years. So with the consent of 
all the parties, the following agreement was reached. The homestead 
and 6 bighas of lands were left to the debtor and the remaining 12 bighas 
of lands were transferred to the mortgagee in full satisfaction of the debt. 
And the small creditors gave up their claims. In a case from Bakar- 
ganj where a cultivator borrowed in 1926 Rs. 300 in exchange for the 
usufiuctuary mortgage of acres of land, the principal and the 
interest to be extinguished after 1,200 years, the Board settled by effect- 
ing the return of half of the land to the borrower immediately and the 
other half to the creditor for a period of 14 years who also agreed to 
pay rent foi the whole. 

Questions have been asked from time to time in this House as also 
in the cthei which show that there has been an accumulation of cases 
and a fair number of proceedings in the civil courts has been tied up 
and that has been due to some extent to the fact that some Board.s have 
not been vested with all the powers under the Act to effect u settle- 
ment. It is no doubt true that there has been an accumulation in some 
places, but honourable members will realise that the members of these 
Boards are mostly non-officidl gentlemen. They are not whoh'-lime 
officers of Government and therefore they cannot >it and <lo not ^il from 
day to day, 

;Ncxt, regard being had to the nature and number of case'* and 
regard being bad also to the fact that they require constant attention 
and guidance from officers they have not been able to make a speedy 
disposal of their cases. But we have issued circulars from time to time 
wherein we have given them definite instructions as to how they are to 
speed up their cases. With regard to the powers, I can at once say 
that where there had been recommendation from the Collectors, we 
invested the Boards with any power that was wanted excepting, of 
course, the power of declaring an applicant insolvent within the mean- 
ing of section 22 of the Act, as it is considered unnecessary for the debt 
is alwaya scaled down to the man's paying capacity. 

It must be clear to the House that the responsibility of the adminis- 
tration of these Boards at their initial stage rests mostly with the 
Collectors of the districts, and it is for them to suggest as to which 
Boards should be invested with powers under different sections of the 
Act. In the last letter issued recently it was suggested that powers 
under sections 9(2) and 13(2) should be given to all good Boards, and 
under section 19(i)(6) to all really good Boards! Up to date nearly 
600 Boards have bera empowered under section ^(2) and nearly 300 
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Soards under section 13(2) of the Act. We have no#JSwided that we 
hall empower all the Boards under sect! one ^(2) an^^l3(^) of the Act. 

With regard to the debt due to a Co-operative' Society, it must be 
nade clear that this 'also does come within the purview of this Act, and 
rith the only difference that this Society is not like an ordinary mahajan 
md that therefore perhaps it is not unreasonable to feel that the work- 
ng expenses of the Central Banks should be kept in view in settling 
he debts. The Central Banks have been definitely instructed to appear 
wfore the Boards, and 1 can assure the House that there will be no 
lifficulty in settling the debts of these societies as well 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; How long will you take, Mr. MullickF 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Only two 
minutes more, Sir. 

As regards tlie notice contemplated in section 34 for a stay of a pro- 
3eeding in tlie civil court, the view was that the status of a debtor should 
be determined under sectitm 20 on a notice issued under section 12 of 
khe Act. We have realised the difficulty and we have decided that the 
best course will be that on receipt of an application a notice for an 
id inierim stay should be issued at once and that the matter should be 
carefully looked into in the course of a month within which time a 
further notice should go, giving the final decision of the Board with 
regard to this status and the result shall be forwarded to the civil 
court 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister has taken 30 
minutes, Sir. May we know how long more he will take? 

Thi Hon*b>t Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have not 
taken 20 minutes, to be sure. I will take only two minutes more. 

The working of the Act for over a year shows that the Act requires 
amendment wdth respect to some of the provisions. An amending Bill 
has been introduced in the Legislative Council by my friend Ehan 
Bahadur Syed Moaznemuddin Hossain, and a few amending Bills have 
been introduced in the Legislative Assembly by some of our honourable 
friends. We have already put the suggestions made therein under 
ez;amination. We have also taken suggestions of the local officers in 
this respect and personally speaking 1 feel that an amendment to 
remove some of the working difficulties with regard to the following 
among other matters is necessary at an early date, namely, (1) deffni- 
tion of debt and debtor, (2) usufructuary mortgage, and (3) asseaaed 
liabilities of a ^member of a co-operative society under liquidation. 
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Suggestions Ijjfede bv the honourable member will also be considered. 
As soon as the bv^get session is over, I propose to take this matter up 
in all seriousness and when the preliminaries are settled, I shall take 
the necessary step to introduce the Bill in the Assembly, so that the 
working difficulties that we have felt may be removed at an early date. 

As I have said before, I shall wait for suggestions of my honourable 
friends so that I may be in a position to explain the situation to them 
and I do not think I shall be justified in taking any more time of the 
House at this stage. 

With these words, Sir, I put my demand to the House. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 24,45,000 under the Iiead “25 — General Administration — Debt 
Concilition” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion on the working 
of the Debt (Conciliation Boards. 

We, Sir, on this side of the House have often felt whether it is worth 
while continuing our efforts to improve tlu* administration of tlie Gov- 
ernment. Whenever a cut motion is brought forward and a debate 
follows, the Hon ’hie Ministers treat the debate with the utmost indiffer- 
ence. Many of the Hon’ble Ministers are not in the House, and those 
W’ho are in the Hous<- (d'ten walk up to all possible groups 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: AVhat about the members? 

They are al^o n(»t here. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. may I 
submit that I am in charge of the department in question, and I am 
paying all attention t<» all wliat my hon'ble friend is saying. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So am I. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: It is not difficult to guess whether 
from those places to which the Ministers generally walk up during tbe 
debate, they attend to the debate or are after tbeir own work. Nor is 
there any indication that the subject matter of the debate ever leceives 
serious consideration from the Ministers at any time after the debate 
has concluded. For, whenever we find anything new in the next Budget 
that is all a distribution of patronage, and a part of the Government 
propaganda. Nothing has been the result of the <lebate which preceded 
it. • 

Sir, I have brought forward this cut motion to discuss the working 
of the Debt Settlement Boards. The interest of the agriculturists has 
beeh neglected too long, and when Debt Settlement Boards were estab- 
lisbed about two years ago, they were long overdi^^. In their working 



DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


[24xh Maa.9 

there is much to be desired. It must not be forgotten that these Debt 
Settlement Boards exercise yery responsible powers. They have final and 
exclusive jurisdiction in those matters which usually come before the 
Courts, — the Munsifs and the Subordinate Judges. Not only that. 
Their decision is not open to appeal except to the limited extent for 
which provision is made in the Act itself. Under these circumstances, 
the Chairman and the Members of the Conciliation Board must be men 
capable, upright, of the highest integrity, scrupulously honest and above 
suspicion. My question is, do we get such men? I hold this definite 
opinion that so long as the present system of election to the 
Union Board continues, we will not get such men. In the selection of 
the Chairman and members of the Conciliation Boards, the President 
and the members of the Union Boards are most prominent in the picture, 
and the Presidents of the Union Boards are generally selected as Chair- 
men of the Conciliation Boards. Is it known to the Government — I 
do not find the Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment here and that is exactly what I complain 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
sitting here. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I find you there, but not the 
Minister of the Local Self-Government Department for whom specially 
these criticisms are intended. 

Now, is it known to the Government how the system of open voting 
for the Union Boards is working? Is it known to the Government that 
when the Zamindar or the Talukdar or the Mahajan or any of their 
hench-men is a candidate for the Union Board election, there is hardly 
any scope for free choice in the voting. The Zamindar has previously 
proclaimed dire consequences to those who will go against him. He 
goes to the polling booth, strikes terror in the hearts of all and watches 
keenly how votes are being cast. Many voters of the Union Boards have 
complained to me that this open voting prevents them from exercising 
their franchise freely and properly. Very anxious enquiries have been 
made from time to time in this House from the Hon*ble Minister in 
charge of Local Self-Government as to when the ballot system will be 
introduced in the Union Board elections, and we have got the stereo- 
typed reply “the matter is under consideration.’^ Are we to take it 
that the Government is so very demented as not to know 

Tht Hon’blc Mr. A N. FAZLUL HUQ: It is the members that 
are demented, not ihe Government. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: It is the members of Govemmeni 
who have not yet changed the system. 
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Tlw lltll’Mi Mr. Am K. FAZLUL HUQs It w tbe members tbtt 
lorm Government. Government is an impersonal thing. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I am speaking of the Government 
as a whole and not merely of a particular Minister.* • 

Is it not the duty of the Government to place the voter in such a 
position as to enable him to exercise his free choice P 

Sir, I have spoken so long on Union Board election, because the 
two, the Union Board and the Debt Conciliation Board, go hand in hand 
together. The Debt Conciliation Board is only another aspect of the 
Union Board, and generally we find the same men in both, and so 
long as open voting for ihe Union Boards is not abolished and replaced 
by ballot voting, we cannot get the right type of men so very desirable 
not merely for the Union Boards, but also for the Debt Conciliation 
Boards which exercise responsible powers in the locality. 

Now. Sir, I pass on to another matter, namely, the hardship on the 
agriculturists which has followed certain recent decisions of the Calcutta 
High Court. The Calcutta High Court in interpreting section 34 of 
the Act has laid down that whenever a sale has taken place although 
the sale has not been confirmed, the executing Court will not accept a 
notice from the Conciliation Boards, and will not stay its proceedings. 
The High Court is of opinion that as S4>on as a sale has taken place, 
although the sale has not yet been confirmed the debt ife extinguished. 

1 submit, Sir, that is hardly a correct proposition. How can it be said 
that a debt is extinguished when the question whether the sale will be 
confirmed or not is yet pending. I think. Sir, that so long as the sale 
has not been confirmed, the executing Court ought to stay its proceed- 
ings and ought to allow the debtor-agriculturist to have the benefit of 
the provisions of the Agricultural Debtors’ Act. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit.) 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Can I have two minutes more, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Two minutes? All right. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Three minutes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, two minutes. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Now, Sir, I shall make an earnest 
appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this department to bring 
about an amendment witbout delay so that there may not be any shadow 
of dpubt that so long as the sale has not been confirjned, tka debt has not 
been discharged, and that so long as the sale is not confirmed tho 
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alfriciilturiBt will be in a position to hare bis remedy fsem the Conci- 
liation Board. Sir, whether it is a bad drafting by the Legislature 
or it is an erroneous or incorrect decision of the High Court, the result 
has been the same and has led to very serious hardship to the debtor- 
agriculturists. As you hare given me a very short time, I would only 
refer to one (though I can multiply many instances) very important 
matter which had been commented upon in the last issue of the “Cal- 
cutta Weekly Notes^’. The Calcutta Weekly Notes could not but be 
very pungent in its criticism. It describes the matter as “the unique 
sight of two appellate officers — the ordinary and the special — scrambling 
for jurisdiction.” The Act has been so vaguely drafted that although 
there are two classes of appellate officers their respective jurisdictions 
have not been clearly defined. Before closing, I shall refer only to 
these remarks with which the “Calcutta Weekly Notes” concludes its 
criticism on the subject: “When the strain reaches such a degree of 
intensity that it can no longer be borne, the public themselves will 
rise against the Act and secure its repeal or the overthrow of its spon- 
sors. Till then, we wish godspeed to the appellate officers who are 
serving the public cause by generating friction and preparing a case 
for an overhauling of the Act.” 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 264, Maulvi Abdul Bari. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: On a point of order, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. I wish to have your ruling on this point. The mem- 
bers of the (hmlition Party have received a Whip, signed “F. Huq”, 
which, of course, stands for the Hon'ble Mr. Fazlul II uq, to the effect 
that under the heads “Debt Conciliation” and “(h>-operative” all the 
cut motions of their party members should be withdrawn after discus- 
sion within the House, and that if leave for withdrawal be objected to, 
the party should support the withdrawal, and all other cut motiona 
should be opposed. In view of the fact that cut motions will be raised ' 
on the other side of the House, that is the side which supports the 
Government, only to be withdrawn, is it worth wasting the time of the 
House by allowing their cut motions to be raiseil and discussed ; because 
there is a previous order that such cut motions must be withdrawn? 

Thf Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: After discussion, Sir. 
Don’t w^aste the time on frivolous things. 

R«i HARENORA NATH CHOUOHURY: And all the discussiona 
will be unreal. 

Mttlivi AROULiBARIl That point has already been answeretd by 
the Speaker. , 
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Mr# OEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Speaker has already given his.rulidg 
OB that point. There cannot he anything more to discuss about that 
now. As regards the circulation of that Whip, it is purely a private 
and domestic matter with whicli we have nothing to^do. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAM 1 : 1 wish to submit that it is not 
a purely domestic matter. I have not — and many members on this side 
of the House have not, quite understood the Speaker’s ruling which waa 
a general ruling, but here we feel that as you are in the Chair we might 
have your ruling as to whether the members who have pledged them- 
selves to withdraw their (‘ut motions in advance, should be allowed to 
waste the time of the House. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As regards that, the Speaker gave hia 
ruling and this is a matter which, I think, you already understand : 
It is no use giving my ruling which might be quite contrary to the 
ruling of the Speaker, or in any way add any weight to that ruling. 
You know very well what that ruling is. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. May we know 
what interpretation the Whip of the European (iroup gave on that day 
when the Hon 'hie Speaker gave bis ruling? If wo are not mistaken, 
on that occasion, in reply t(» a question following the ruling of the 
Speaker the Whip of that party declared that in view of the ruling of 
the Speaker, no further cut imdions will he moved on behalf of their 
party, and as a result, it was arranged that some of their members 
would only speak generally on the general motion moved by the Minister. 
I do not understand how a new interpretation could be given tf) thie 
now, and the Coalition Party members allowed to move and speak oa 
their cut motions? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Whatever the European Group said on 
that 0 (*caaion they did it voluntarily and 1 cannot dictate to them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They said seriously as a result of 
the interpretation, Sir. 

What we understood from the ruling of the Speaker was that no cut 
motions can be moved by the supporters of the Government. The 
Europeans also held that view. They are present. Mr. Millar, their 
Whip, is present. Let him be allowed to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; You know it very well that the Speaker 
made it deal* that he cannot stop anybody from doing anything which 
is their legitimate due whether moving a cut motien or not, but it was- 
uadersiood that the supporters of the Government would not ordinarily 
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liffve their cut motions. That was generally understood. That was the 
convention, but the Speaker made it clear that he could not stop any 
one from speaking whether on a cut motion or not. 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: The motion that stands in my name r'lns 
to this effect that the demand be reduced by Es. 100 in order to dis- 
cuss facility of the scheme without comparing scheme of establishing 
rural banks to help cultivators to obtain crops loans. At the very 
outset I would make it perfectly clear that I do not want to move 
the motion but I want to speak on the motion just to draw the atten- 
tion of the Government to the defects that exist in the Act and to 
some of the grievances that the people have against the administration 
of the Act. (A VOICE prom the Congress Benches : Satisfy your con- 
stituency.) My constituency will be satisfied and you will also be 
satisfied and if you will have the patience, please listen to me. 

Now Sir, since the Agricultural Debtors Act was passed the Govern- 
ment had to admit that the overdues of the tenants and the cultivators 
was too much and that their shoulders were not broad enough to bear 
the debts that had accumulated, and by the establishment of the Debt 
Settlement Boards the Government is further committed to the fact 
that the debt of the debtors and of the tenants must be reduced to 
such an extent so that they may be free, absolutely free, of all debts 
and they may begin their lives afresh, but. Sir, so far as the Debt 
Settlement Boards are concerned whether these Debt Settlement Boards 
alone will serve the purpose for which these Boards have been establish- 
ed, namely, whether these Boards will he able to make the tenants 
of Bengal absolutely debt-free, whether these Boards will enable the 
tenants to live with happiness and to begin a fresh life without having 
any liabilities whatsoever or not. 

Now, Sir, if we just compare this present Act to the Co-operative 
■Movement Act, we shall find that the same difficulties which faced 
the working of the Co-operative Movement Act face the present Agri- 
cultural Debtors Act. Sir, I am not going to criticise the Act, but 
I want to offer some helpful suggestions to Government with the idea 
ihat Government will take them up in right earnest without any 
•fear, or apprehension or dread. I submit, Sir, that Government must 
-take bold steps and must pass legislation which will really be bene- 
-ficial and helpful to the tenants at large. Though I am not moving 
-this motion, Sir, I want to make it perfectly clear to Government that 
the suggestions that we have been giving must lie acted upon, and we 
must give Government a definite time by which time these Acts may 
)be brought into operation. 

Now, Sir, you know very well that at the time when the Co-operative 
Movement was ushered in in this country, the local mah^jans were 
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demandk^ high rates of interest — as much as 50 per cent. — and in 
order to give relief to the debtors the Co-operative Movement was 
inaugurated with the result that the rate of interest was reduced to 
15 per cent, which still exists. Those circumstances have changed, 
Sir. At the time when the Co-operative Movement came idto opera- 
tion the condition of the cultivators was far better than wtat it is 
to-day. That was a time, Sir, when people could afford to pay interest 
at the rate of 15 per cent., but now it is practically impossible to bear 
interest even at the rate of 5 per cent. As T have already stated, Sir, 
the circumstances have changed, and this fact will have to be taken 
into consideration, and the law will have to he changed accordingly. 

Now, Sir, it is very well known that the Co-operative Movement 
have reached a stage of coma. We do not want that Ihis movement 
should die. On the contrary, we want to resuscitate it, and we shall 
have to devise ways and means as to how this movement can be kept 
alive. Sir, this Co-operative Movement has proved to be a terror to 
the people in view of the fact that the accumulation of arrears of debt 
is alarming to such an extent that it is almost impossible to pay it 
up even by the reduction of rent. Therefore it is necessar>^ that the 
rate of interest should not only he reduced but that in places where 
it has gone up very higli it should be written off. Now, Sir, even 
if it is written oft', the cpiestion may naturally arise in the mind of 
Government as to how it will be possible for the Central Banks to pay 
their depositors. To that iny reply is that Government must be pre- 
pared to advance money, if necessary, or to grant loans in order to 
give relief to these people. Government must he prepared to give long- 
term loans and, at the same time, in order to enable the people to 
tide over temporary difficulties they must be ])repared to grunt sliort- 
term loans at the time of the sowing season. 

Now, Sir, when I was talking of the Agricultural Debtors Act I 
wanted to tell tlie Hon’hle Minister in charge that the Agiieultural 
Debtors Act, as it at jireseiit, is (jf no use to the debtors. Of course, a 
Board after making a full and extensive enquiry into the debts of a 
debtor, may give him long instalments, say, up to 20 years. But this 
will not do, because Government will have to consider the case of a 
man who has a debt of Its. 5,000 and has 5 bighas of land; it will 
certainly be impossible for such a man to clear his debt even if the 
X)eriod of repayment is extended to 40 years. Therefore what the Act 
should provide for and what Government must be prepared to do is 
that the debts of the debtors must be reduced to such an extent aa 
would enable them to repay according to their means. If a man' has 
5 bigbas of land, bis debt must be reduced to Us. 100 and not more than 
that. Unless' you can do this, it will be impossible to give any relief 
to the tenants at large. That is one thing to wbich I would draw the 
attention of Oovenunent. 
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* The eecond ihing to which I would draw the attention of Govern- 
ment is this : that they should start banks in the muffasal for the 
purpose of grautin^f loans to the tenants, and Government must be 
prepared to advaijoe money to those banks. This is necessai-y because. 
Sir, at present there has been such a panic in the minds of the maha- 
jms that they are not prepared to advance even a single pie to the 
tenants. If you do not do this, the result will be that the tenants will 
have no money, and if they have no money, they will not be in a 
position to purchase seeds, to weed their fields properly, and to pur- 
chase cattle when the purchase of cattle is necessary for the purpose 
of cultivation. These things will have to be taken into consideration, 
and if Government are really anxious to help the cultivators they must 
be prepared to advance loans to them. 

Now, Sir, there are two sorts of loans — long-term and short-term. 
At the time of the harvesting season, short-term loans must be granted 
to the cultivators, and these must be realised just after the harvest is 
over, i.e.y when the paddy or otlier ero])s are gathered. I can assure 
the Government, Sir, that the people will not hesitate to repay the 
short-term loons within three to five months of the harvesting, because 
then money will he handy to the cultivators. 

So far as the long-term loans are concerned, tht*v are nece^saiy in 
order to make these people pay up all their dues — be it to the Central 
Banks, or to the Rural Societies or to private mahajans. Moreover, 
these long-term loans will be necessary for the purpose of purchase of 
cattle when they die just at the time of sowing. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the Co-operative Movement and the 
realisation of arrears, I can refer you to the scheme that obtains in 
Burma. There, Sir, the (^o-operative Movement reached such a stage 
that it was at one time thought hv Goveinment fhat the movement 
would die a natural death. How'ever, an officer could he found who took 
up the cause of this movement with such earnestness that the result 
was that in course of two years the whole movement w^as resuscitated, 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit but w'as allowed 
to continue for one minute more.) 

Sir, I shall try to be very brief. In those cases where Government 
find that it will be difficult to realise their dues except ^ the cost of 
ruining the cultivator they will have to make arrangements for pay- 
ment in kind. For example, Government may have the land of the 
debtor surrendered* to themselves, and then they can lease it out to 
the same person in order to enable him to pay up the instalments. By 
that course, Sir, Government will be able to realise their dues and, at 
the same time to pc^vent any hardship being caused to the cultivators. 
It will also be their duty to see to it that marketing facilities are giv^ 
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) these |»eople, as without proper marketing facilities it will be* im- 
ossible lor GoTemment to expect that these people will be in a position 
3 pay up their dues, as for example 

(At this stage the member having reached the tfme-limib resumed 
is seat.) 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 


{After (uljaufnment.) 

Mr. JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: T beg to move that the demand 
nder “25 — General Administration — Debt Conciliation “ be reduced 
ly Rs. 100 to discuss the necessity of amendment of the Bengal Agri- 
ultural Debtors Act, 10*15, making provisions for retiospective effect 
rom 1930 and to include the debts of the (^operative Societies and 
11 other Scheduled Banks under the definition “debt”. 

HftinTiS at cut motion ^ ng 

nr aJTt otto to W Bengal Agricultural 

Debtors Act TO *nr CTO <TW*fC*rc^ fTOI CWIX^t Executive 

Dffioers OT 6 *r^cTO CflTOCM nTTTO? TO TOTOlt JTfUT ’•TOSl 

^ ^ CRTRT OTCn, Um TOCf OTT tot* 

RT TO? Act retrospective effect fmr IOTIto? WHTl 

TO? OTT OTTOt CTO CTO nTror? crocis to? a?t ott? TOfy c^fto 

ntC7 TO? C^TO ^;ioa to? Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act ntCTOR 

TOT yrc»^ otI ?ri5TO? fxro? C? cro Cc»*operative Bank 41 ?W?T 
TORT Bank a TO? CTO^5t« eiTtCR? C? “Debt’' PT “Debt” TO?? 

TO TO C?«?T «rTf? 41 TOC?^ C? 5f^C»tT<R f?? TtoTito «tt5 Session 4 

5T?r TO*?? *TO !5Tf?C? :?tW?TOT CTOCi? TOtff?; TORTC?? 

TOCTO TOF?^ CTOtf? I «nt? TOT? ^ f??a ICTOT « ?;tW? ?C?T C<TC9tT?TO— 

“* * Besides the previous usual exorbitant liigb rate of interest 

5up])orted by the then existing law, the sudden, unexpect(Ml and unusual 
fall in the price of agricultural crops upon which the agriculturists 
of Bengal mainly depend, has made their pecuniary condition awfully 
miserable, owing to the world-wide economic depression prevailing 
since the year 1930 and as a result of which the paying capacity of 
the agriculturists has been totally lost. On account of this acute 
economic distress prevailing all over Bengal especially affecting the 
jute-growing districts, most of the agriculturists had to be struggling 
for only nieeting the expenses of bare daily necessaries of life to main- 
tain their families.” In the circumstances, it caifnot be expected of 
all of them that they should have duly made payment of that dues 



DEMAND POB OBANT. 


[24th M/1., 


• 

to tHeir creditors and in that case they cannot be held responsible for 
their unwillingness to do so. The Government of Bengal also in 
realising the serious nature of the distress at that critical time came 
forward to save the producers of national wealth and helped them with 
supplying agriculturid loans in the year 1932. And in the meantime 
during the last few years of economic depression since 1930 landed 
properties of many agricultural debtors have been sold and purchased 
at the sale by many decree-holders in execution of their decrees in 
civil courts for such a small amount which is very trifling in consi- 
deration of the real value of those properties in normal time. The 
poor debtors had to allow it as there was then no help. While decree- 
holders have gone a step further. Taking undue advantage of the 
helplessness of the judgment-debtors and knowing full well their in- 
capacity to pay, most of the creditors have utilised this opportunity 
in favour of their selfish ends, in taking delivery of symbolical 
possession of their landed properties including the homesteads of many 
debtors through the help of the civil courts, though of course, most 
of these cases have failed in actually satisfying their claims as the 
lands concerned are practically in the direct possession of debtors as 
it was before and over which disputes still exist. It should not be 
understood that the debtors are to be given indulgence to deprive the 
creditors of their legitimate claims in no case whatsoever which are 
reasonable and just. But it cannot be supported that this sort of debt- 
dispute over the possession of immovable properties of debtors includ- 
ing their homesteads should be allowed to continue further to embitter 
the feelings between the creditors and debtors and thereby threaten 
to disturb the peace of rural Bengal. This aspect of the present debt- 
problem should not be neglected for the vital interests of poor agri- 
cultural debtors unless most of them are intended to be turned into 
day-labourers and driven out from their ancestral homes to the mercy 
of God. Debt Settlement Boards worth existence to settle amicably 
these sorts of disputes over possession of lands arising out of debts of 
the nature. 

In order that the Debt Settlement Boards may take up these disputed 
oases for amicable settlement between the parties concerned, provi- 
sion should be made in the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, 1935, 
to give a retrospective effect to the Act from 1930. 

As regards the next point '^most of the agricultural debtors are 
at present also heavily indebted to Co-operative Societies and other 
Banks. It will practically serve no useful purpose by only settling 
and for that pui^pose scaling down 

* <' 

Mauliri ABDUL LATIF BISWAS; Mr. Speaker, it appears that 
he is well acquainCed with English language. Is he entitled to speak 
in Bengalif 
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Mr, MNAB ALI MAJUMDAR: I am oaly reading ^baling 

down ilia liabilities to indmdual creditors if no favourable settlement 
and adjustment is possible with regard to their other liabilities to 
Go-operative Societies and Banks. For this reason the dednition of 
**debt’’ should also include such liabilities and the Act should be so 
amended. 

Mauiri ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. la 
he entitled to speak in Bengali? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not prepared to give a hypothetical ruling 
now. 

Mr. JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: mm. urfR PI. a 

HIHIH! nlHlii Hlttim ![C?[ Symbolical possession WUfC 

TOJ TO5 niW, W lA *0*1 TOO UlWI 

fTO ♦nfro 45 ^ 5lTf31*n too civil court 0 

Government Executive official TO CTOTO ^371 ^ UltTO 

snti)? TORT TOI •OaiW rCTO 

asim WPTO CTO to?, Wloic? urtro retrospective effect 

fm mcTOR ro?r 0 f??7WT? «wtoto 

«(?;;«( wtiTO c? TOT TOJTO UTO cn n*?c^ 

f?TO 5TO?«t tro ^nf?, 0RTOT?TO ^TOt(^ «af*( TO ^ 'iA Wl afOTO TOTOl 
<21^ TOiRi TOT I urfK to sto *r <a^ 

who'? chairman urfi: fTTOl Ot Ult? ^l&OG TO®T TO ?? 

^aOG *^75^ TOTOTO? TOT TOTTO a^ S’tTfnVl ?TTTO? aa*l 1 

1 Union Board a? !TO TOTO? TOT 

TOfut^id?? c? wr tot, tor toto? cn C«(fw 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I join in no 
accusation of apathy against the Minister in charge of this department, 
for I know something of the work that these problems have thrown 
upon him. I know also that soon he will put this House to hard 
labour to help him in passing a Bill he has in preparation for the 
general improvement of his department. When the Bill for Debt 
Conciliation was passed in this House this group put forward a strong 
representation that the work should be done quickly, that debt conci- 
liation should be regarded as a surgical opeiutioq rather than a long 
process of medical treatment. We failed. Our fear was that the 
Act if delated in its operation might upset the organisation of credit 
in rural areas. It is too soon to say whether that will be so. But 
certainly the information comes to us from certain districts that 
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4klrea^ the working of rural or«dit has been greatly interfered irith, 
End that a law intended to help the peasant by relieving him of part 
of the debt he has already contracted is preventing him from getting 
nny new loans at aU. In the circumstances of our agriculture in Bengal 
the peasant must, have resources to which he may turn between harvest 
End harvest, and although we hope that one day co-operative credit 
will do all that is necessary it would be folly to pretend that it has 
Already put the ordinary money-lender out of business. The operation 
of this measure in rural areas therefore must be so conducted that the 
men who has money to lend the peasant does not refuse to lend it or is 
made unable to lend it. I am told that this is what is happening in 
eome places. 

We all have sympathy for the peasant, and we know how his diffi- 
oulties have been terribly increased because while his debts have 
increased his need of credit also has increased while his conditions have 
made him less credit-worthy. I do not know how far the Minister 
End his department have power in tlieir hands to direct and control 
the operation of these debt conciliation boards. Nor, as I say, do I 
"know how far it is true that some of them are operating badly. I am 
told that in some (mses when a decree is given, what it means is that 
what is left to be paid to the creditor is ordered to be paid in so many 
instalments over so many years that he may well be dead of old age 
t>efore he gets his money back unless he has earlier put an end to his 
»own life in misery and despair. We all agree that the peasant needs 
sympathy and help, but a very important part of that help is the avail- 
ability of credit; to be sympathetic in feeling yet leave him little 
opportunity of getting the loans he needs for his ordinary purposes 
will not be a service to him or the province. That, Sir, is the only 
point I wish to touch on now. 


MflUlvi MUHAMMAD I8RAILS Sir, I rise to speak a few words 
^n the Debt Settlement Boards. Firstly, I would try to show how 
far the poor agricuhurists have been benefited by the passing of tb# 
Debtors’ Act and secondly, I will attempt to place some of the working 
difiSlculties of the Act before the House. The Bengal AgricultiT!^ 
Debtors’ Act was passed in 1935. The shrewd and clever creditori 
getting sc‘ent of this Bill began to institute as many suits and to start 
execution thereof as their purses allowed. But even in the face of 
these hard and stern facts, leading to the indiscriminate auction sdN! 
of the movable and immovable properties of the poor agriculturist 
debtor, rules for enforcement of the Act were not framed aiid“ pub- 
lished earlier them 8 or 10 months after the Act was passed and even 
After that only some districts boards, all ordinary, were established is 
ftome parts of Bengal leaving the poor agriculturists of other parts at 
the tender mercy of the creditors who took* full advantage of tbf 
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situatioii. With the efltablishment ol. debt settlement boards the 
question arose as to up to what stage in the execution pnxieedings the 
debts subsisted and up to what stage these debts can be settled by the 
debt settlement boards and the officers of the Debt Conciliation Depart- 
ment gave instructions that debt subsisted till the sale was^oonfirmed 
either after 30 days when no sale to set aside a case is filed, or after a 
sa^e-set-aside case is finally disposed of. So on the strength of this 
instruction many debtors filed applications with debt settlement boards 
after sale without trying to save their properties by other means, and 
in those areas where debt settlement boards were not established they 
filed sale-set-aside cases on the expectation that boards may be estab- 
lished in those elakas during the pendency of these cases, and thereby 
they will be able to secure the benefit of the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors’ Act and actually many debtors got some relief thereby, but 
the case reported in 41 C.W.N. 1307 came to them as a bomb-shell. 
Consequently all the sales which were stayed by the Debt Settlement 
Boards under section 34 of the Act were confirmed on the application 
of the creditors to the utter detriment of these poor debtors. So 
legislation is necessary at least to protect the properties of these poor 
people. Another great handicap is the assessment of the court-fee. 
This is being done by rules framed under this Act. In addition to a 
court-fee of annas twelve with which an application is filed, a court- 
fee of two per cent, on the debts determined under section 18 of the 
Act is to be paid, equally by the debtors and creditors. The determined 
debts are, excepting loans on usufructuary mortgages, double the 
principal, and the creditors’ quota of court-fees are never paid by them 
leaving the entire burden on the poor debtors, which in many cases 
is not an insignificant amount; and to add to his difficulties some 
district officers and subdivisional officers instruct the boards not to 
settle the debts of those who do not agree to pay in cash the dues of 
first instalments along with his court-fees. Due to the rigorous 
enforcement of these rules and circulars the applications of the niany 
poor debtors have been and are being disiuis.sed for non-payment of 
^^^-fees, and cash payments along with the court-fees. Instead of 
diminishing the rigour of these rules now it has been ordered that 
HaleM.the requisite court-fees are paid immediately after the deter- 
mination of debts the boards shall not proceed to settle the debts of 
^l^ifants. Owing to this rule the debtors cannot and in some 
casesw do not file their applications because most of the boards cannot 
l||wn enforce the attendance of and none has got absolute power for 
settlement. This rule should immediately be changed and the court- 
fee Bhoj^ld be paid after settlement and on the settled debts. Owing 
to the absence of power under section 9 (2) in the ordinary boards they 
oannpt entertain the applications of joint debtors unless all of thent. 
joiuj nor can they grant any relief to the extent c/f his liability. As 
moat of the debts are ancestral there ie jointnees everywhere. And 
9a 
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imresfing of this power is aii<^tirgeiil fteoessiiy. There is another 
difficulty — ^in many boards taking adTantage of the illiteracy of the 
debtors sureties have been entered in the bonds as joint debt<urs. 
Without powers under section 13 {2) the boards’ jurisdiction ceases 
as soon as* the creditors elect not to submit a statement before it. So 
investing of this power is necessary. S>elected ordinary district boards 
should also be invested with power under section 19 (1) (h) withou«t 
which settlement in many cases is impossible. As all orders under 
this section are appealable before a Senior Munsif the apprehension of 
miscarriage of justice is not much. There is another point to which 
I wish to draw the attention of the House; under sub-clause (6) {%) of 
section 8 {2) the scheduled banks have been exempted from the opera- 
tion of the Act. The Scheduled Banks are extending this protection 
to many^loan officer and in this connection I may point that the case 
of the Comilla Union Bank. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I have 
listened with very great attention to the debate over this demand of 
mine. To start with my friend Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy, for whom 
I have very great respect, was perhaps labouring under a confusion 
of thought. As Chairman of the district board the only thing he could 
think of was the union board and its election. So far as the members 
of these Debt Conciliation Boards are concerned, I can at once assure 
him that there is no question of election whether by ballot or otherwise. 
They are appointed by the local Government, under section 3 of the 
Debtors’ Act. There is no apprehension of the kind he mentioned in 
connection with the union boards, as members are appointed to these 
Debt Conciliation Boards by Government. With regard to the main 
thing that he has said, namely, as to the point of time till when the 
debt exists, there, Sir, we are in the greatest difficulty. Personally 
speaking, I am inclined to agree with mim that the debt should not Jjie 
said to be extinguished at the time when the sale takes place. ^1 
there the Hon’ble High Court has put us to a difficulty. A Bench 
Hon’ble Judges of the High Court held that with sale the debt is net 
extinguished and the debt continues to exist up to the point of tinw till 
the sale is confirmed. Another Bench of two Hon’ble Judges with the 
Hon’ble the Acting Chief Justice held that there was no debt after lift 
sale took place. In that state of the interpretation of the law, I do fiot 
know what real faction we could take under the circumstanoea*^ As I 
have stated in my opening speech, we have really taken the matter in 
hand and this will be one of the points for consideration when we come 
to amend this Act!* As 1 have already indicated, that this point, 
namely, ^e question of the definition of debt and debtor will be abo 
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oii« of iilO points to be taken info consideration ; and I hope that lo far 
as that matter is concerned, niy hon*ble friend Mr. Manmatha Nath 
Boy will now be satisfied that we share his view and will certainly 
try to see how far we can go in remedying this tvil that has been 
introduced not by any provision so far as the Act is concerned, but by 
an interpretation of the statute by the Hon’ble High Court. 1 need 
not go into the question as to what the Calcutta Weekly Notes have or 
have not said. Everybody has his opinion and certainly I do not grudge 
the C. W. N. Editor having his. 

So far as the appellate officers are concerned, there are distinct pro- 
visions that there is one class of appellate officers for special boards and 
there is a different class of appellate officers for ordinary boards. 
Therefore, there should not be any (juestion of grumbling our jurisdic- 
tion in this matter. 

With regard to the suggestion made by my hon’ble friend 
Mr, Abdul Bari, I am at once tell him without me^ining the least 
disrespect to him that he was talking of the co-operative movement 
and not of debt conciliation. I .share his views that vsome attempts 
should be made to find credit when the rural agriculturists are in real 
need of money. What we have done, I shall certainly place before the 
House when I put my next deimind. There I sluill indicate to the 
hon’ble members of this House the steps we have taken in that direc- 
tion. That will be through the operation of the eo-operative depart- 
ment of the administration. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the question of marketing facilities that 
he has mentioned, 1 think my hon’ble colleague, the Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca, has o scheme in view, and I am sure that tliat sug- 
gestion of his will also be carefully gone into. That, I submit, also 
meets some of the points raised by my hon’ble friend Mr. Israil. With 
regard to the particular question that has been raised by my friend 
Mr, Jonab Ali Majumdar along with my friend Mr. Israil for the in- 
clusion of the Scheduled Banks within the operation of the Bengal 
Alfricultural Debtors Act, I join issue w'ith them. I was trying »o 
long to find out as to whether any Scheduled Banks had any tninsao- 
tions with the agriculturists. Mr. Majunxlar has referred to one 
Scheduled Bank, the Comilla Union Bank, and perhaps there is 
another, the Comilla Banking Corporation, which comes within the 
schedule of the Reserve Bank of India. All these Banks do not func- 
in rural areas, they function only in towns, and we put this specific 
questions to one of the Banks to let us know as to whether or not it has 
any client from the rural areas. I am sorry to stfy, it was not good 
enough to reply to our query. But I ascertained from a distinguished 
member of the other House coming from this area that these Banks 
had BO concern whatsoever with rural areas. I hbpe, you remember 
the debate that was raised by my friend Mr. Sarat^ Kumar Boy, then 
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a meihber of the old Bengal Legialatiita Council, which body passed 
this^measure, by introducing an amendment to clause 2 whereby he 
wanted to suggest that this also should be included within the opera- 
tion of this Act. •My hon’ble colleague, Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, 
who was Ihe Member-in-charge of this Department, stated that this 
Act would only operate in rural areas where the Scheduled Banks had 
practically no concern, and that therefore it was not necessary to 
include them. In that view of the matter, Mr. Sarat Kumar Boy was 
good enough to withdraw his amendment. I say again with all respect 
for them that this is not a practical proposition for us to consider now. 

With regard to the suggestion regarding the finding of rural credit 
made by my very esteemed friend Mr. Wordsworth from whom I had 
my elementary lessons in Economics as a student of his in 1908 in the 
Presidency College, and whose opinion carries very great weight with 
me, I shall certainly be able to give some explanation to the House 
when I present my next demand. 

I trust, that perhaps this finishes all the suggestions that have been 
made excepting one or two made by my friend Mr. Israil for vesting 
these Boards with all the powers that were necessary. I have assured 
him just in the beginning of my speech that we have decided and have 
taken action from that point of view to vest all the Boards with powers 
under section 9(2) and section 13(2), but as regards powers under 
section 19(7) (6), that raises a very difficult question. And one has 
got to examine that question very carefully before vesting the Boards 
with such powers. But I can assure him that whenever a demand or 
necessity is felt, we shall certainly be too glad to examine the question 
and invest the Boards with the necessary powers. As to the question of 
court-fees, raised by Mr. Israil, I submit, Sir, that he knows very well 
that 2 per cent, is certainly very small in comparison with llj per 
cent, which everybody is compelled to pay if he is dragged to a civil 
court. The realisations show that we are working at a very great 
deficit, I am sorry, I have not got the figures with me, but I shall 
certainly be very glad to show him that in point of fact there is 
absolutely no complaint under this head. I can give him this assuranoe 
further that if any difficulty is felt I shall certainly be glad to examine 
the question once again. 

In view of what I have said, I hope that my hon’ble friends 
Mr. Boy and Mr. Majumdar would be glad to withdraw their motiona^ 
otherwise I oppose both of them. 

The motion of Mr, Manmatha Nath Boy that the denxand under the 
head “25 — GenerltU Administration — Debt Conciliation” be reduced by 
Bs. 100, was then put ^d lost. 

The motion of Jonah Ali Majumdar that the demand under the 
head “26 — Oeneral^ Administration — ^Debt Conciliation” be reduced by 
Es. 100 was then j^ut and lost. 
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The caiginal motion of thfr^Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick 
that thi demand of R«. 24,46,000 be granted for expenditure unde^the 
head ‘*25 — General Administration — Debt Conciliation’* was then put 
and agreed to. 


42— Go-operation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, on ihe 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Ra. 14,63,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “42 — 
Co-operation.” 

Sir, in presenting this demand to the House I may just make a few 
remarks at this stage. This is the second time that the Co-operative 
Department is going to receive the suggestions of the elected repre- 
sentatives of the people with a view to make it really useful for those 
for whom it is meant. 

It is not necessary for me to explain the several items that go to 
constitute this demand. But, Sir, I think there has been some amount 
of misgiving with respect to at least one or two matters which I should 
try and clear up. I remember the criticisms that were levelled against 
the Department at the time of the last Budget in September 1937 when 
some of our hon’ble friends even went the length of expressing the 
view that the Co-operative Department had not practically done any- 
thing in this country to be of real service to the rural masses. Sir, 1 
made my submission on that occasion, and I should not repeat what T 
then said. But regard being had to the number of motions tliat have 
been tabled now, it seems that it is necessary tliat I should make a 
few observations with the hope of removing even to some extent the 
amount of misgiving that is still lingering. 

It is no doubt true, Sir, that the movement was based first on the 
Act of 1904 and next on the Act of 1912. To be frank, to start with, 
this was in the nature of credit and at a time when agriculturists had 
to borrow at the rate of 60 to 70 per cent, of interest. It was brought 
down to about 15 per cent. To that extent it could be said tliat the 
movement did really serve the people. 

Sir, I can really appreciate the anxiety of my hon’ble friends that 
this Department being the true nation building department might be 
80 utilized as it may be of real service to the rural masses of this 
Province. Sir, on the last occasion I said that with the idea 
rehabilitating the movement I would take immediate steps with regard 
to several matters. One of those was to separate ’Audit from Super- 
vision, and we have got a scheme already, and as j«oon as we have got 
the trained staff, this will be put in actual shape. Next I said that the 
CkM>penitiTe Societies Act slwuld be amended. Tf'e have also taken 
that up; and to show that we are not lagging behind I had the honour 
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of eaHing ft odnference of members of botb the Houses who hare taken 
an litorest in this morement as also one invited gentleman not belonging 
to ^e Legislature, but who had taken an interest in this subject. We 
sat for two days, ^nd they gave us their valuable suggestions whi^k 
ere also b4ing examined with the object of giving them a proper shape. 

Sir, another object I have in view is to see that the supervising staff 
attached to the Central Banks be placed on a common service basis, 
and although they will be attached to their respective Central Banks 
who will be their masters, they will also be subjected to the control 
and supervision of the Department, so that they will be liable to 
transfer from phice to place, and will be able to work on a more secure 
basis. I have thought of taking this course for the simple reason that 
in the course of my recent tours through the various Districts wheie 
I came into contact with the directorate of various Central Banks. 
They suggested that this should be done so that wlien the service w'ould 
be secure w'e would be able to attract middle class educated young men 
to this service and with that security of service they will be able to 
work more cheerfully and with a greater degree of responsibility. 

Sir, I think I should take this opportunity also to give in short the 
policy that w’e desire to follow' in this department. Without going into 
details, I wdll at once state that the policy of Co-operative Department 
is going to be one of consolidation oud expansion of the movement by 
introducing various measures of relief and improvement. Amongst 
others we have thought that relief should be given to the Central 
Banks, Primary Societies and individual members by reduction in their 
borrowing rate of interest. 

In the second place, an attempt is being made to scale down and 
remit the dues of the members of the Primary Societies particularly 
in respect of their outstanding overdue interest. In this respect, xX 
has been decided in consultation with the Central Banks that the 
meniers of the village societies should pay in 5 to 10 years annual 
instalments only the Central Ihink's portion of overdue interest from 
societies which is generally 50 per cent, or even less of the arrear 
interest due by members to their societes. In some instances, which 
are not few% the Central Bank has agreed to remit the entire arrear 
interest provided one year’s current interest is regularly and fully paid 
by the members of societies. In a few instances the members of 
societies have been permitted to pay only principal dues by instalment 
and the payment of interest, both arrear and current, has altogether 
been suspended. In the third place 

Babu NARiKpRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVORTY (interrupted the 
Hon’ble Minister asking how long he would take to read his typed 
speech). 

Mri SPEAKER? I would only say that in future — it is aU right now 
future 1 will see that in case a Minister has to explain a policy, 

r 
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it wo^ be much preferable if it is done by a Whit^ P<^Myr azitS 
circular beforehand as far as possible so that members may takjythe 
advantage of going through it. The Nawab Bahiwiur enquired IKom 
me, and I asked him to follow that practice, and he has been good 
enough to do so. If the House agrees to it, it would be advantageoiui 
to do so in view of the shortness of the time of the House. 

Mri 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May not the written report 
be taken as read ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I shall 
be very short. 

In the third place, steps have already been taken to examine the 
position of the individual loans witli a view to ascertaining the maximum 
relief that could be given to the boriowing members in repiiyment of 
their dues. It is designed also to push on with the formation of I/and 
Mortgage Banks for advancing long term hums to the agriculturists 
primarily for liquidation of their prior debts and improvement of lands. 
Hon’ble members of this House know that there are five Ijanil Mort- 
gage Banks now working in five divisions on an experimental basis. 
Their membership is over 1,500 and the capital invested in the.se banks 
is about Rs. 3 lakhs. 

In the next place, it is designed to introduce a rural reconstruction 
scheme on co-operative basis for increase of the income of the members 
and improvement of village sanitation and educ^ition. Some of these 
societies have successfully taken up depiirtmental programme by 
introducing subsidiary occupjitions such as vegetable gardening, 
poultry farming, haiidloom weaving, etc., and measures for spread of 
primary education and improvement of village health and .sanitation. 

It is then intended to amend the r(w»pcrative Societies’ Bill 
which I have mentioned in the beginning. These are some of our 
activities which we have already undertiiken or desire to undertake very 
shortly. Along with these we have already luid a large number of 
irrigation societies, and in this connection I should thank my friend 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal for giving us advice the other day that the 
departments of Co-operation, Agriculture and Irrigation should w(>rk 
in co-ordination with one another. I can only assure him that we 
have already taken steps in that direction. 

Sir, before we expand our Department I think it is desirable that 
the old order of things should be placed on a sound basis. 

With these words. Sir, I make a formal dema^^d for this sum of 
Rs. 14,03,000. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRiYA BAHERJI: Mr. Speaker,* Sir, I rise to move 
the cut motion that stands in my name, viss., that (he demand of grant 



DEMAND FOE OBAHt, 


[24th Mah., 


m * 

for a«siim of Es. 14,63,000 under the head ‘‘42 — Co-operation*’ be 
redpced by Es. 100. My object in doinlf so, is to raise a discussion 
about the policy of the GoTernment regarding the movement of co*opera> 
tion. 1 have listeped with interest and attention to the speech of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of Co-operation but I am constrained 
to say that no light has been thrown on the dark and obscure corners of 
his Department nor any comprehensive scheme as to how the Co-opera- 
tive movement is to be reorganised and well conducted in future lias 
been vouchsafed to us for our consideration. 

Sir, I shall not take up the time of the House by describing the 
revolutionary aspect of the co-operative movement, an aspect on which 
Lenin, the greatest revolutionary, has laid the greatest stress in the 
international socialist congresses from time to time, nor shall I take this 
opportunity of relating the phenomenal growth of the consumer^* co- 
operative movement of England and other countries, a movement which 
the Co-operative Department of the Government might do well to 
emulate. I wish I could deal with them exhaustively but the time at 
my disposal is very short and therefore I am forced to confine myself to 
the Co-operative Movement in India with special reference to Bengal. 

Sir, the latest figures available betray a dismal and gloomy picture 
of the co-operative movement. They tell a very sad tale. As a result 
of 35 years of official effort, only a microscopic minority of the po])ula- 
tion, namely, about 4 per cent., has been touched and an insignificant 
portion of the finance required for agriculture, viz., about 5 per ( eni. 
has been provided for by the Co-operative Credit Agency. The move- 
ment which started full of promise could not on account of official 
control, grow from more to more; on the contrary, it has been progres- 
sively deteriorating, and at the present moment, it has come to such a 
stage that it can be fairly described to be in a state of informal liquida- 
tion (hear, hear from the Congress Benches.) 

Sir, the Co-operative Credit Movement owes its origin to the belief 
that the natural development of the progress of the movement will be 
the eradication of the evil of usury, and the lightening of the burden of 
rural indebtedness through the agency of the Co-operative Credit 
Societies. What do we really find? We find that the movement has 
not been able to materially improve the condition of the agriculturists — 
on the contrary, debts have increased to such an alarming extent that 
members are threatened with ruin, the assets of the Banks have become 
frozen, they are unable even to finance the societies any further and the 
whole movement Ji^s come almost to a dead stop. The fundamental 
mistake. Sir, committed by the Indian Co-operative Movement started 
under official auspices, was the failure to recognise the need and impor- 
tance of the preUnkinary liquidation of the existing debts and the 
incapacity to realise that the villagers’ life must be taidiled ac a wh<de 
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and ihodid not be split up into water-tight compartments, that the Co- 
operative Movement must give up dealing with members piecemeal 
and must cater for all their wants, in other words, they must be all- 
oomprehensive. The need for such preliminary liquidation was recog- 
nised by the Government of India in the following terms As far back 
as 1882 : — 

“Improvidence of cultivators and uncertainty of seasons are 
elements which are liable to interfere with a Bank’s success and these 
difficulties might be met by prudent management; yet the Bank could 
not hope to succeed unless it could start in a field, where the agricul- 
tural classes were unencumbered with debt or were enabled to liquidate 
their existing debts on reasonable terms.” 

The desirability of such preliminary liquidation was also emphasiz- 
ed by the late Mr. Gopal Krishna Gokhale in 1904 during the debate on 
the Co-operative Credit Societies Bill of the same year when he said: 
“The Bill aims at organising on a co-operative basis the credit of the 
agricultural classes but such an organisation if it is to be successful, 
must be preceded by a liquidation of existing usurious debts — such 
liquidation was carried out in Germany and elsewhere through the 
agency of special Banks, and the ground was cleared for the operation 
of the new banking organisations”. And the need, Sir, to embrace the 
whole of the life of the agriculturist was emphasised by Sir Fre<]erick 
Nicholson in his classic report on co-operation of 1895, and the recent 
Bulletin of 1937 of the Reserve Bank of India (iiiotes ni e.rtnt.w from 
this report and comes to the conclusion that if the Co-operative Move- 
ment is to successfully tackle the problem of indebtedness, it has to 
take in hand every aspect of the life of the agriculturist and to remove 
all causes which lead to deficit economy, and suggests tlie formation of 
multi-purpose Co-operative Societies which will take up the whole of 
the village life within its ambit, a suggestion whitdi the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge will do Tvell to bear in mind in framing a scheme for 
reorganization of the co-operative movement. 

Sir, the co-operative movement is a people’s movement and as such, 
it ought to have been a movement of the people, by the people and for 
the people but Sir, in this land of many regrets and still more surprises, 
the movement has been from the beginning an official one, the indepen- 
dent non-official section of the public having no voice in its direction, 
and the result has been, as has been said by the managing Governor of 
the Imperial Bank of India, that the business of the co-operative move- 
ment cannot, as a whole, be considered to have beemoonducted in a »ati§- 
lactory manner, that the fundamental principle of true co-operation 
is lacking, overdues are highly excessive, audit is defective and 
control inefficient — not only that, there have been too many cases of 
d^alcation, oormption and mismanagement in connection with the 
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t 3 tM»p«ratiTe Societies (''shame/’ "shame” from the Congress Benohes). 
The Act II of 1912 and the rules under section 43 of the said Act 
virtually empower the Registrar to deal with the movement in any way 
he likes and not bping able to put up with the dictatorial attitude of 
the Registrar, some of the best men in the Bengal Co-operative Organi- 
sation Society, the only non-official organization in the movement, have 
left it in disgust. Let me cite some instances, among many, of mis- 
management, defalcation and corruption : 

The jute sale societies — as a result of ihe failure, due to mismanage- 
ment and other causes, of this society of which the Registrar was the 
Chairman, we have to pay annually R-s. 2 lakhs, a sum which could 
have been otherwise better utilised. Will the Hon’ble Minister enquire 
into the details which led to the failure of this Society, a Society on 
the successful operation of whicli, the e(‘onomic position of the jute 
growers of this province would Iiave greatly improved, and w’ill he also 
enquire into the part the vested interests of tlie Jute Mills of Dundee 
and Bengal played in sabotaging this Society ? 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit.) 

Sir, may I have 2 or 3 minutes more to finish my speech ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, but I hope that you will be very brief. I 
want to close the debate at 7-55 p.m. and then oall upon the Hon’ble 
Minister to reply. Further, we shall have to set apart some time for a 
division, if any. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRiYA BANERdl: Yes, Sir, I shall try to be brief. 

Then, Sir, there is the Dacca Co-operative Industrial Union, a record 
mismanagement was responsible for its failure. The Hooghly-Seram- 
porc defalcation case; tlie (ihatal defalcation cast'; the Nadia defalca- 
tion case; the Comilla defalcation case; the Bengal Co-operative 
Officers’ Society, which carries on its business under the very nose of 
the Registrar in the Writers Buildings, may I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge to enquire into the state of affairs of this Society and is it a 
fact that some responsible officers of this Department have been sus- 
pended? Then there is the case of the South Calcutta Credit Society — 
the highest officers are responsible for its present deplorable condition, 
as they and their relations and friends took Itemnni loans (shame, 
shame); and then I shall cite the Improvement Trust Co-operative 
Society Defalcation Case. 

I could have multiplied instances, but the time at my disposal will 
not allow me to dcTeo, and I would wait for a statement of the Hon’ble 
Minister as to what steps have been taken in the matter of enquiry urged 
during the debate under this head on the occasion of the previous budget 
demand and what steps does he intend taking now in the face of these 
very serious and ugly disclosures P 
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Wey. du this side of the House, have been aooused by the mdiubefs 
of the Treasury Bench of destructive criticism and of not helping 
them with constructive suggestions. I will presently disarm that 
criticism by ofiering the following suggestions for ^he consideration of 
the Hon’ble Minister. • 

A new Act to foster the growth of the movement so that the whole of 
the village life might be embraced is to be placed on the Statute Book, 
and in order to formulate the basis of such an Act a committee should 
be formed to go into the whole problem and to report on the same at a 
very early date. The new Act should progressively diminish official 
control of the movement with a view to ultimately divest it of official 
control altogether and also fix a time-limit for the purpose. 

Strong independent non-official advisory committee is to be set up 
to advise the Registrar who will see that Ibis advice is carried out — ihis 
eonnnittee to meet once a month. 

Auditing is to be entirely separate from organisation — provisionally 
it can be placed under the Accountunt-rieneral, Bengal. (Hear, hear.) 

lioug-term debentures are to be issued by Government at d per cent, 
pet annum on account of the frozen eapital to he realised from the 
<lebtors after ascertaining and writing oft the bad debts. 

Short-term debentures to convert the present deposits into deben- 
tures, Government guaranteeing d per cent, interest is also to be issued. 

Side by side with the Board of Management of every Central Bank 
there should be a council of supervision, as a check to the misinunage- 
ment by the Board. This system existed in Gennany before the advent 
of Herr Hitler. 

And last but not the least, the formulation of an intensive scheme to 
educate the villagers on the ])rin(*iplcs (»f co-opi^ratioti should be imme- 
diately taken in hand, .so that in near future every villager becomes a 
member of the multi-purpose co-operative society on the portals of 
which will be inscribed : — 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand for a sum of Rs. 14,Gd,0(K) for expenditure under the 
head “42— Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 100 (Reduction of rate 
of interest of rural co-operative societies). 

Sir, I do not like to inflict a long speech on this House in support 
of my motion, because I know that it will be a waste of time and 
energy and a cry in the wilderness on my part to attempt to do so. 1 
know, Sir, that the present Ministry will not pa^ any heed to any 
suggestion of mine for ameliorating the condition of the people. 
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WlMni®ver we approached the Mini^iy in connection with any matter 
which affects the rural masses, particularly the poorer classes, the 
response we got from them was always to this effect “Impossible** or 
“Impracticable**. J know, Sir, that the same sort of reply will be 
given tO'day also, because I have no doubt in my mind that the 
present Ministry will not do anything to improve the conditions of 
the masses. The only thing, Sir. that the Ministry will do, as the 
Minister of this Department has done and is doing, is to create some 
posts and send some of their men to foreign countries at Government 
expense. Of course, I admit that the creation of some posts serves 
some purpose of the preseni Ministry and of certain members of the 
Coalition Party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, Maulvi Saheb. There should be 
no reflection cast on any member or members of this House. 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: All right, Sir. 

Now, coming to my motion, I shall say a few words. The co- 
operative movement was started, Sir, to relieve the teeming millions 
of Bengal of their indebtedness and to improve the condition of the 
masses, but nothing has been done so far in this direction, and the 
movement has proved to be a complete failure. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: A constructive suggestion 
please. 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: 1 don’t like to be interrupted in this 
way. 

J do not like to say much as to who is responsible for this failure, 
but I cannot but say that this Department is mostly responsible for 
this deplorable state of affairs. The co-operative credit system was 
meant for giving the poor peasants a small capital that would help 
them to look after their land and also to maintain them^lves and 
their family from one harvesting season to another, until they can 
sell their lands and meet their liabliitiea. But far from implement- 
ing this object, the Co-operative Department has invested so much 
money on 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit resumed 
his seat). 

BalNi PATIRAll*^ROY: 

uppfti wim, wm scrw w out motion erroc move 

iiwmwpc fff, mm, Pw. fro* ^ ^N(f 
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in^ =^ri Bw at ^ to<bbic<% i^ma h*%i4hi nwroBicV 

*»rt5 ^ 1414CB rc>r «itoto[ «w*fwc*S<i Hitrui* a^FW apRPWi 

5TOC at ^ TO, CW TO. TOKTCTO tro TOH 

SITO TOT TO tnro nWiy aroi C»w;;fa to Credit* Society . at 
JPRTO TO CTO TO ^ j^roTOf? ^ ityr to ac^nt toto 

s(it 1 at Cl hMb, air irnT to* fro to ^nro to i 4 ft ci 

H jtflfB acn TOT TOTR «W*r^ ITOBBTR TO TO IT ITOl «RTOR TOR 
ClUt TO IT I C>ft TO aCH TO IBIT TOQ IMb. aCll TO UTO 

UMB To To it I ^ at UTO flBTTO TO BTCTOTCl TOR TOTRr TO BTTO 

ITtar? *1W"1^ — TOTO ^1^ i?fS[fB TOT HR 1*CR BC^l 

TOIT H^T^CICTO bTOcI Cl Sl^l TOf BT’l’CB \Tat*t« 11? ai^ ®RTT1T ’TOVtTOh 

ciBi TOR Cl ITtit toto ^TOi TOR cieiT H, BTCB TOTi TO n. TO •mlnnl'ti 

HK^JTOl TOI CRTICB IT flCl BTl’Cl Clt iSlfCTOl HTOtl 1*CB ITCl IT I 

BTt TOTl TO 11. at HTO flTO CTO TO TO HtlCB flR TOfB, TO HTIcB ’'IP'IT 
TOfB, TO ^ HUn TOfBl ITTOT 3R[T H ai^ HTO flTOl TOItoI 
flCTO R’Cl, Sr ^ TOfBl HTll TO HC1B5TC1 TOT TOl, BTIT ^ H W? T l * lCHl 
TOT f^TO TOlTO RIR H, BTTO C^ H HTI HTO TOfBTOT “Iftl 

TO^ i;;! HCR TO TO! ciii aTO TO;;! w ciCB TO 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his Seat.) 

Mfi MUHAMMAD BARAT ALI: It is an admitted fact, Sir, that 
co-operation introduced among the poor agriculturists as llahmat-a* 
Baran (Shower of Heaven) but for want of proper and adequate 
supervision and administration it has been turned into Naran-a- 
Dojokk (Fire of Hell). There is no doubt that in its very beginning 
it became successful to a great extent and poor agriculturists were 
benefitted highly and were saved from the jaws of the local mahajans 
who used to lend money at Rs. 37J per cent, interest to 76 per cent, 
while the interest on co-operative loans varied from 12^ per cent, to 
16| per cent, per year. Before the depression the members of the 
rural societies used to repay their kist money with the full interest 
but I regret to say, Sir, that after the depression when no member 
could clear off even the interest, no consideration was made and no 
solution was formulated by the department. On the other hand for 
realisation of the debts, awards were merrily given effect to, as a 
result of which most of the agriculturists have been deprived of their 
lands and houses and have been turned into street beggars. Besides, 
the department enforced another instrument of oppression, I mean 
section 35 which is more serious than any distress warrant or police 
warrant or even death warrant. All on a sudden ;the police go to the 
house of the member and express that he has been fined Rs. 29/26 by 
the Oo-operalive Inspector and so he has come to realise the amount 
by attaching his movable properties. Then the psUee attach and put 
up the properties of the poor helpless debtor for sale. Is it mit 
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and at the same time moH regrettable that where a member 
cannot pay up a sum of Bs. 15 as interest, he is forced to pay this 
^additional amount by way of fine imposed upon him by the sweet 
will of the mighty Co-operative Inspector? And this is done gene- 
rally at the time when poor agriculturists are to collect cultiTation 
expenses by selling even plough and cattle. Under this pressure, 
many members are compelled to go to local mahajans again. Is it 

not a torture to the co-operative members? Is it not like 

I (frying pan to the fire)? Does co-operation mean op» 

pression ? 

If we contrast the present system of Co-operative Department with 
that of local mahajans who, we find, nowadays allow instalment on the 
principal amount, remitting entire interest whereas the Co-operative 
Department calculate and realise the nearest pie even after the 
awards are given at the bond rate of interest. 

I^t us then, Sir, look to the Central Banks. The Central Banks 
have been entirely left at the hands of their staff. The staff do what- 
ever they like. They themselves make and unmake directors. «The 
Inspectors and Auditors, particularly those who are not sufficiently 
qualified, do not look into the interest of the rural societies which are 
lives of the Central Banks. The Inspectors and Auditors go to the 
societies to put their signature only over the audit note prepared by 
the Supervisor, Under the circumstances, I find no necessity, of a 
large number of Auditors and Inspectors. If the principles of co- 
operation are followed strictly, I am sure an officer must take two 
days to finish the audit of the society only. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERdl: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
must thank you for kindly granting me five minutes to speak on this 
motion. I feel that the time is too short for dealing with such an 
important subject, so I must confine myself to a few points only* I 
was expecting the Hon’ble Minister to admit frankly that the move- 
ment had completely failed but instead of that he was trying to evade 
the point by raising several issues. 

I would like to draw your attention to the report for 1936 which 
points out that since 1932-36 Es. 92,52,446 is outstanding in the Central 
Banks for interest alone. It is very doubtful whether any portion 
of this amount wfft ♦ever be realised, not to speak of such interests for 
previous years. If we consider the fact that 1,991 societies had already 
gone into liquidation and 5,633 societies have been condemned on audit, 
we shall realise that the whole of the reserve will not only be swept 
t^y but much of the deposits and the capital will be lost* 
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1 ana afraid self-delusion conies natural to those who consider that 
eyils mamg out of insuflScient supervision will be cured by lapse of 
time. To mark time like this is not wise; delays are sometime danger- 
ous. I would refer to the Hon^ble Minister to go Jbhrough the report 
(rf the Eeserve Bank of India in this connection and make ufi his mind 
to have immediately a committee of enquiry to go into the details of the 
subject. I repeat the demand from this side of the House for a com- 
inittee of enquiry constituting of co-operative and audit experts and 
with an independent non-official majority. Let sucli a committee 
enquire into the past working of the department with a view to adopt- 
ing measures to build up village banks, union, non -credit and multi- 
purpose moral welfare societies in lines suggested by the Reserve Bank. 
Let it also go into the question of separate audit and departmental 
inspection and lay down the proper duties of the Registrar, the insiH*(‘t- 
ing staff and the scope given to non-official workers. 

I plead for a fresh start even in this encircling gloom. I know it is 

painful to scrap one’s dear theories but it has to be done sometimes. 

« 

t would also draw your attention to the last session’s speech of the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister who was good enough to express his gratitude 
to my friends Mr. Sibnath Banerji and Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal for the 
specific complaints made by them. He even promised to go into the 
matter personally and to appoint a committee if prima facie case could 
be made out. I repeat those charges of inefficiency, obstruction, poli- 
tical use of the movement as disclosed in re(‘ent election petition 
judgment. More defalcations have come to light. 

I trust the Hon’ble Minister will go into this matter and would 
immediately appoint a committee of enquiry with u view to seeing 
whether by scaling down debts co-operative movement could be still 

saved. 


Mmilvi RAdlBUDDIN TARAFDAR: Mr. Speaker. 81r Wltv 
out motion move CWHtWT Hilf W?ITV WIXTS 1 sofv a 

WlMt fn; Co-operative Department snTIsnTO 

WHuc CTO w TO *0^1 5^^ w acTO wilv CTOC^ 5T^ =(1, 

c®n$T wr rrot a srw cfc^ cron a^ cror TOfw 

av to.— in fro tsiro ivri an 

WIT TO fiiTO al in fro to in-fn.a^ nr wem ci. 

m TO fWTO al Co-operative a? in to;rat enm TO nil ai^ kir toit 
fiitH* ncii TOCi, al irt al torm inny wnr toci — Unlimited 
power— <vi>CTO5Ti ai^ al n?ii1«6 ailrii^ TOi, to Cl 

a® ^ TOO ailr ^ mx. hIt nton toi, to Co-opewtive D^iartment 
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A WR srtir ^ I aitc«5; ^wnt e RftKW ®iTCf , loan wi*iifHi 

6 aitCi^ CTt. ^ Government 4?[ * Co^opefative fiBWifRB, 

tOT ^TOT at WWl*r power C»l CR 1TOT"« 8tt^5^ fmn flfW 

aciT’r cntsSf «w>*rT ^ tot ^ ^ FT«mict i 

fm iWk Rr?cr niUf Si W5 caete sqri 

ew ^nrr ?Pf 3^1? jrr («(»e(;;f8r ^icwro ^ jwtw* 

TO!t «(? ^ntwR iKVi a? f5o?TO«T fjRWsu <fft ra«rt?[ 
mi can't? mi snf^ ftwR'j toti «ic=wf ?pr c?ot c?nif 

f?3fcn? an-njv? fRT an-nro ^ mix.\ fm cnt aitcc^ h?i€R 
?r Loan Company ? TOiSRCH? ^pFCn? nc^n a^Rfy Rf*RTC?R( Settlement 

CV11CI5' nrc? Co-operative a? 5r¥ii[ c^ OT f^ca mc? Jiri an-afra «rto? 
Ob nrar? c?rcncc C?, 'no settlement under this Act of the debts of a member 
of a Co-operative Society registered under the Co-operative Sooieties Act, 
1912, who owes any amount to such Society, shall be valid without the 
previous approval in writing of a prescribed authority. 

Miulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN; I don t like to move a out 

motion but I like to discuss about the co-operative movement in Bengal 
specially rural credit. 

The present position of the co-operative credit movement which has 
touched about 5 lakhs families in Bengal ii at present in a deplorable 
position. 

Three and a quarter crore of rupees is due from the members of 
Tillage societies through 118 (central Banks. The amount has prac- 
tically become the frozen asset of the Central Banks as not even 10 per 
cent, of the dues is annually realised from the members of the societies. 

The reasons for the fall in realisation I may tell you, Sir, as a 
Chairman of a Central Co-operative Bank, is mainly due to continued 
economic depression for the last 10 years. Even if the realisation con^ 
tinues at the present rate which is unlikely, as the operation of Debt 
Conciliation Boards has further affected the collection this year, it 
would take about 20 years for the Central Banks to collect their over- 
dues from the members of societies. In the meantime the Central 
Banks are not generally advancing fresh loans to the members of 
societies and to add to their misfortune, the local money-lenders have 
also stopped the traditional small loan accommodation to the cultivators 
in view of the operation of Debt Settlement Boards. The functions of 
the Central Co-operative Banks are now, therefore, confined mainly to 
the realisation of old debts either by persuasive measures or by putting 
the eooieties into liquidation. But notwithstanding all the efforts of 
the Central Banks, the collection of these old debts could not be very 
•uoeessful. It is natural for the cultivators to feel a pinch at this time 
of their small resources in making any large payments of the debts, the 
us^ftlneM or value of which they have long fmgottsn. 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


355 


1038. 1 

Briefly speaking the Co-operative Central Bank^ are now function- 
ing as ei^lection agents and the department is assisting them in this 
work, while the entire fabric of the agricultural credit in the country 
side has been thoroughly disorganised and the cultivators are finding no 
money for making any improvement in their economic conditions. If 
this state of thing continues for some time to come and the Govern- 
ment remain indifferent, not only the payment of co-operative dues will 
be gradually stopped, but also rent and taxes will stand in the danger 
of falling heavily into arrears. 

In the circumstances, it is desirable that Government should formu- 
late immediately a bold |Wi>gressive policy to save the co-operative move- 
ment and the cultivators of the province. The stagnation that has come 
upon the co-operative movement on account of stoppage of fresh business 
must be removed at once. In this connection the Provincial Registrars 
who met in Delhi in 19*36 were unanimously of opinion that no organisa- 
tion could thrive unless it was allowed to develop. Therefore, the pre- 
sent policy of the co-operative movement is against the considered 
opinion of all co-operative authorities in India. It cannot be denied 
that it is desirable to realise the old debts gradually by slow process. 
But the old debts must be sufficiently scaled down and their rates of 
interest lowered to bring them to the level of the repaying capacity of 
the members. At the same time along with this, fresh loans should be 
freely distributed to the mimbers of societies for prodmdive purposes so 
that they may gradually improve their economic conditions by utilising 
these loans. In this connection the present paying capacity of the culti- 
vators should be carefully examined and the rate of interest charged on 
loans should be such as they can afford to pay easily. It is not possible 
for the Provincial or Central Banks in the present circumstances lo raise 
sufficient capital, at such a low rate of interest, as will enable the culti- 
vators to make use of their money. My proposal therefore is, that 
Government should immediately come forward to advance the loan at 
a rate not more than 2 per cent, either directly, or standing guarantee 
for such loan. As a matter of fact, the Reserve Bank has offered to 
advance short-term loans for 9 months against the security of stock of 
marketing societies at 2 per cent. Similar advantages should be extend- 
ed to the credit societies either by the Government or by the Reserve 
Bank at the instance of the Government. 

It is for the Government to formulate a scheme in this direction. 
But what is wanted is that immediate and speedy steps be taken to 
increase the income of the agriculturists by the use of cheap money 

(At this stage the member having reached the’ time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. 8IBIIATII BANERflCE: Sir, the time Wng very short 1 
would refer to these few points out of a long list of omission and com- 
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mission of the Co-operative Department. The first point is the failure 
to reorganise the Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society by securing 
popular support, on the contrary taking away all the non-official con- 
trol from the Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society. Secondly, 
failure to effect separation of audit and administrative departments 
though the Hon^ble Minister in his speech to-day has referred that he 
has done something, but we have not yet come to know what the 
scheme is; and there is no practical execution of the scheme so far. 
Thirdly, failure to give concrete and effective shape to co-operative edu- 
cation to the officers and employees. The scheme at Dum Dum is an 
absolute failure and the less said about it is better. Fourthly, failure 
to help handloom and cottage industries adequately and I was quite 
surprised to hear the Hon’ble Minister when he said that he was going 
to help the handloom industries while in the budget he has cut short 
the grant which was given last year. The fifth point is the failure to 
incorporate in their draft Bill provisions for a popular and democratic 
control. Sixthly, failure to initiate the starting of new societies espe- 
cially of jute and paddy sale societies. The seventh point is failure to 
take steps in the cases where defalcation was alleged, I would like to 
mention the Hooghly case where defalcation went on for as long as ]•> 
years; then the South Calcutta Co-operative Society with which o very 
high official of the Department is intimately connected ; then there is the 
Milk Union and the injustice done to the case of Mohini Cxhatak which 
was referred to in the last budget session. Nothing has been done to 
enquire into the matter or remedy the grievances. 

Then I would also like to refer to the election dispute case in which 
the Registrar and the Superintendent of the Milk Societies and .several 
^ other high officials of the Co-operative Department have come in for 
very strong criticisms in the hands of the presiding Judge there. 

We repeat our demand for an impartial encjuiry this year. We 
repeated this demand last year, while 1 was initiating discussion on this 
subject. I then pointed out many .specific case.s of corruption and abuse 
and I also circularised a written statement, and the Hon’ble the Co- 
operation Minister was good enough to assure us that an informal con- 
ference would be held ; he also gave us assurances in many other 
matters; and the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, because he thought that 
the Co-operation Minister was not experienced enough — he too came 
forward — I do not see him in the House now — and he too assured us, 
and he went so far as to thank me for having circularised that state- 
ment and for bringing those specific cases to the notice of Government, 
and he too ended wUh an assurance that if a prima facie case was made 
out then he would not shirk his responsibility and would start an in- 
dependent inquiry and would do every thing possible to uproot the 
corruption that was Alleged to exist. Well, Sir, we know as a fact that 
reports of defalcation cases are in the hands of Government, and w 
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wondir why no steps are being taken in those matters. 1 have »lrea<ly 
referred to the election dispute case, which I believe is public property 
now, and there are also reports of other defalcation oases in the hands 
of Government. Are we to understand that, because some high officers 
of this department are involved in them, the departmeift and the 
Minister are keeping quiet, or sitting tight over these reports? (Here 
the speaker reached the time-limit but was allowed to finish his speech 
in one minute.) I would now refer to the budget itself. Last year we 
sanctioned a grant of Es. 10,53,000 and our worthy Minister, it appears, 
could not spend Es. 1,50,000 out of this amount. Is not this fact some- 
what astounding? I shall refer to one item of Es. 400 that we sanc- 
tioned for the purchase of books. But it appears that still Es. 100 is 
lying unspent in the hands of the department. Probably, Sir, our 
Minister did not find time to read any books between hi.-* trips to 
Darjeeling and Dinner Parties! 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I know how long you 
propose to carry on this debate? 

Mf, 8PEAKER: I have kept a margin of 10 minutes, so that I 
expect to finish this demand by 8-10 p.m. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I may again tell you, Sir, that 
there is a very genuine desire on the part of several meml>erB to speak 
on this demand. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Well, I have no objection to sit longer if the 
House agrees, as I have said several times. 

The HofPble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I have 
listened with close attention to the speeches that have been delivered 
this evening, with regard to the co-operative movement in this pro- 
vince. Before I come to reply in short, to Mr. Banerjee, I would 
like to refer very briefly to the various acts of commission and 
omission — ^to quote my friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee — that he has 
indicated in his very brief but running gpee(;h. With regard to the 
cases of defalcation and other things of that nature, I have got the 
last yearns proceedings before me and I can only tell him that some 
of these cases did really reach the courts and were dealt with by them 
in their judicial proceedings. His reference to one or two other cases 
perhaps includes the Hooghly defalcation case and my friends Mr. 
Dhirendra Nath Mookherjee and Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee referred 
to the Ghatal defalcation and to two or three cases of that nature. 
These are matters, Sir, which I may assure the House are beyond 
the reach of this department in view of the iftovisions of the Co- 
0perative Societies* Act, 1912, under which we have to functioii« 
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Many •things are attributed to this department for which this depart- 
ment cannot be held responsible. We do not shirk our responsibility 
but I submit with all respect to the House that before you take us to 
task you should cossider if it is not proper that you should vest u« 
with the necessary powers. What power have we to pry into the 
internal administration of the Central Banks and the large numbers 
of primary societies? Take the case of the Hooghly Central Bank. 
What power had we except to audit the bank's account from time to 
time? Surely these defalcation cases were brought to light only by the 
audit reports of our officers. 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Yes--three years after they were 
committed. 

The Hon’bto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Therefore, 
Sir, I submit with all respect that it does not lie in the mouth of 
Mr. Sibnath Banerjee or others of that type to lay the blame at our 
door, for, as I said a moment ago, we have not got any power what- 
soever. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U*- You have got enough powers, 
we say. 

The Hpn>ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: As I was 

saying, Sir, Government have not got enough power to look into the 
internal administration of these banks except to give them instruc- 
tions to act in a particular way, and if they do not comply with those 
instructions we have not got the power to enforce them. 

Here I will turn to the constructive suggestions given by Mr. 
Satya Priya Banerjee. I was really wondering as to what he wanted 
to indicate to us. He suggests that the whole of the existing debt should 
be liquidated. Sir, has he got any idea of the amount of this debt? 
The primary societies number 19,896 and their debts to the Central 
Banks amount to the huge sum of Rs. 8 crores and 92 lakhs. Will he 
be prepared to sanction this amount to liquidate this debt of these 
primary societies? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, sanctioned! (Laughter.) 

The Hon^bM Mr;* MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, Mr. 
Santosh Kumar Basu say^ that he sanctions this payment of this debt 
and he presumably wants that a blank cheque should be given to the 
Oenbral Banks. Sir,* it will have to be in favour of the Central Banks, 
and will the Central Bank agree to receive this cheque? 
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Sir, there is one other matter. It has been complained tjiat Ire 
have been throttling non-official organisations ot co-operative move- 
ment. But, Sir, I will invite my friends to look to the Bengal Co- 
operative Organisation Society. I am extremely sorry that my friend 
Mr, J. N. Basu is not present here to-day. He has been elected Chair- 
man of that society and he could explain the matter fully to my hon^ble 
friends here. 


Sir, various other matters have been mentioned to which it is 
impossible for me to give a reply owing to want of time. Dealing 
with the suggestions of Babu Patiram Roy, I may tell him that we 
have already had a sclieme in the line indicated by him and we are 
really trying to see that it takes shape at an early date. I can assure 
my friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Mukherji that we have already taken 
action on the lines of the recommendations of the Reserve Bank and 
reduced the rate of interest and scaled down the interest as far as 
practicable. 

With these words, Sir, I ask my friend Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee 
to withdraw his motion, otherwise I shall be compelled to oppose it. 

The motion of Mr. Satya I'riya Banerjee that the demand under 
the head “42 — Co-operation “ be reduced by Rs. 100, was put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ramiziiddin Ahmed that the demand under the 
head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 100 was piit and lost. 

Then the main demand of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick that a sum of Rs. 14,03,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the bead “42 — Co-operation” was put and agreed to. 


Discussion of Anglo-Indian Eduoation Domand. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Before I adjourn the House I only want to men- 
tion that we are still in a deficit by 2 demands, namely, Anglo-Indian 
Education and Registration. Registration, as you will remember, 
was discussed threadbare during the supplementary budget discus- 
sion. I am very anxious, therefore, that some time should be found 
for a full discussion of the Anglo-Indian and European Education. 
So, instead of meeting at 4-45 to-morrow, I propose to sit at 4-30 p.m., 
i.e., 15 minuter earlier, so that in between this demand and the 
Demands for Industries and Forests — this 15 minutes may be applied 
to Anglo-Indian Education without interfering with the time given 
to the two demands. 

Mr, tURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will other Honee have 

vacated the Chamber by that time? 
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' Mr. SPEAKER t I hope 80 . Moreover, they ait generally up to 
4-16 p.m. 

I also wish to refer to the fact that certain disadvantages felt by 
hon’ble members as regards their travelling allowance bills and 
money in payment thereof from the Accountant-General, Bengal’s 
office, were brought to my notice. I am very glad to let the House 
know that arrangements have been made with the Accountant-General, 
Bengal, by which hon’ble members will please hand over their bills 
to the Assembly office and the money will be paid to them one 
day in the week, and I hope members will kindly co-operate with us 
in this matter §tnd see that there is no rush. The details are being 
worked out, but this is a tentative arrangement that we have arrived 
at. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-30 p.m. on Friday, the 25ih 
March, 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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ProcMdingt of the Bengal Legidative AMemUg aasemUeil 
under the provisions of the Government of India Aet, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta on Friday, th« 
25th March, 1938, at 4-30 p.m. 

Pretant: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizil Haqie, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 226 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Road from Dacca to Arioha. 

*281. Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR; (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware that the peoide of Dacca have for a long time been clamouring 
for a railway oi at least a metalled motor road connection Wtween 
the town of Dacca and Aricha over the other side of Goalundo? 

(If) Jf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking stepw in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasim- 
liazar); (a) Yes. 

(6) The i*ro|)osal for the construction of a road from Dacca to 
Aricha is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the consideration by the Government will bo 
finished before the next budget is prepared ? 

The Hon’bfo Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY. of Kasimbazars 

Sir, it is very difficult to give any idea of time, because the Imgation 
Department ys making certain observations. After the observations 
are finished, the proposal will be considered by the Board of Communi- 
csaiiona, then the scheme will bo forwa^od* to the Govorumoni 
of India. 
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• Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state for bow long this proposal is under the consideration 
oP the Government P 


The Hen’ble Mkharaja 8RI$ CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbttar: 

Well, it has a long history. The original idea of a railway line 
by the alignment and that had to be abandoned as it was found that it 
was not possible to have the railway without interfering with the 
drainage and the spill areas of the adjoining rivers. Sir, I do not think 
the question of road is under consideration for a very long time. I 
think after the idea of railway was given up and we got the grant from 
the petrol fund of Government of India that thi# scheme was taken up 
as an alternative. 


M8illvi ABDUL LATIF Bi8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that by the recent inspection by 
the Engineer of the Irrigation l>e]mrtment together with the Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge, it was proved beyond doubt that the spill would 
not be obstructed by the consti^uction of this road ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, 1 have not yet received any report from the Officers mentioned on 
the subject. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state whether it is a fact that the District Engineer of the 
Dacca District Board explaine<l the matter thoroughly l)efore the 
Hon’ble Minister, and he proved that there would be no real obstruction 
to the spill ? 

The Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazari 

Sir, as far as I am c-oncerned, as I am not an expert myself, it is 
difficult for me to give any opinion as to whether there will be any 
interference with the spill or not. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that he was satisfied by the argu- 
ments of the District Engineer that there will be no obstruction of the 
spill P 

Mr. M»BAKBR^ That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. P. BANERJl! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
wheth^ the railway schmne was abandoned to satisfy the steamer 
omnpanvP . 
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Tlw Non'b;* Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, af Kasim^R 

That was certainly not so. 


Raaiia in the Jaipaiguri Duare. 

•282. Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state from which source, i.e., from Public Works Depart- 
ment cess, motor vehicles tax or from any other fund, the cost of 
construction of the metalled and tarmacadam roads in the Jaipaiguri 
Duars was metP 

^b) If the roads are constructed out of Public Works Department 
cess, what are the reasons for reservation of the use of metalled and 
tarmacadam portion of the road.s exclusively for motor vehicles? 

(r) What are the reasons for not metalling the flanks of the roads 
by which the cars are allowed to pass? 

(ff) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
the flanks of the roads metalled to keep the same in good condition 
during the rains in particular? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(rt) From the provincial revenues. 

(6) To minimise the cost of maintenance of these roads. 

(c) and (c/) The flanks of the roads over which bullock-carts pass 
are maintained in good condition. It is not proposed to metal these 
flanks, a.s the cost will be very heavy. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale if this rural road is meant for rural traffic or for those 
who possess motor cars, namely, the European tcm planters and their 
friends P 

The Hofi’blo Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiart 

I think for all. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If it is meant for rural traffic, 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether any instructions 
have been issued to see that the flanks are properly main tamed for 
the kind of rural traffic that is very much in use, namely, bullock eartaP 

Tha Hcn’M Maliafaja SRIB CHANORA NAMlYp of 

1 believe that is done, but if that is^ot done, that should be dona. . 
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* Dr. NALINAKtHA SANYALs Will the Eon’ble Mi&ister be 
pleased to state if Government considers it desirable to throw open the 
road to all classes of persons from whom rev^enues to the State are 
obtained, namely, the rural people as well as tea planters? 


The Hofi’Ue Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, as I have pointed out in my reply that the question is not allowing 
motor cars of tea planters and excluding the carts of cultivators, but 
the question is one of cost. If carts are allowed to pass by these roads, 
that will increase the recurring cost. That is why we have made 
arrangements or rather we have kept the dank ii such a way that they 
may be used by these carts without any didiculty. 


R«|Mir of the Ghatal Cirouit embankment^ Midnapore. 

*283. Mr. HARENDRA DOLUl: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
•fate— 

(a) whether the Ga\’ernment have received a petition regarding 

the repair of the Ghatal Circuit embankment in the subdi- 
vision of Ghaial in the district of Midnapore; 

(b) whether any local enquiry has been made into the cause of 

the grievances of the petitioners; 

(c) whether Goveniment is contemplating any method to remedy 

the cause of this grievance; and 

(d) whether the opening of Chandeswar kba! (canal), an old 

scheme of the Government, be adopted to mitigate the 
grievances of the people? 

TIm Hoit’Wa Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(o) Yes. 

(6) to (d) The matter is under enquiry. As the petition has only 
just been received, some time will be required for making the enquiry. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state who is responsible for maintaining these embankments? 

Tha Hon’blo Ma|mna« 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbaiar: 

Sir, I want notice. 

Mr. NIKUNdA BEHARI MAITI : WUl he be pleased to state how 
long these embankments have not been repaired? 
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Sir, I w«iit notice, 

Mr. HIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: Is he aware»that the breached 
caused immense injury to the cultivators in the area? 

The Hon’bile Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazari 

Yes, Sir, I am aware that some injury is done to the crops by the 
breaches. 

Mfi NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI S With reference to answers (a) 
to {d ) — as the petition has only just l)een received, some time will be 
required for making the enquiry— will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government officers there in charge of the road have made 
any report regarding the broaches under repair? 

The Hofi’hle Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimhazar: 

I would only refer to my reply {h) to {d). 

Mfi HARENORA DOLUIS Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that two petitions were submitted, one in the last session of this Assembly 
and the other recently.^ 

The Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimhazar: 

Sir, it is difficult for me to say how many petitions have Won received 
on this subject. 


River Kodia in tieseore. 

*284. Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: M Is the HonMde Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) that the river Kodia in the Bongaon subdivision in the district 
of Jessore has become almost stagnant ; and 

(u) that some time ago there was a scheme for excavating a khal 
connecting the river Ichamati with the Kodia near Shamkur 
in the same subdivision for the purpose of resuscitating the 
Kodia? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Oovemment 
considering the desirability of giving effect to the scheme? 

(c) If 80, whan? 

(d) If not, why not? 
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• ITh* Hon'Ue Mahantia 8Rlt CHANDRA ManoY, of Katimbnar: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) A scheme for the improvement of the river Kodla by the 
District Board o£ Jessore is now under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Silting up of the river Nebaganga from NaMi to Lohagara. 

^285. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) of the fact that an area of about ten miles of the river Naba- 
ganga from Naldi to Ixihagara is being silted up; and 
(ii) that immediate steps are necessary to prevent an area of about 
40 miles up to Tona from being silted upP 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
contemplating taking steps in the matter? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) (i) Since the opening of the Uhuznavi Cut in 1934, the discharge 
in the river his been increased and no appreciable increase in siltation 
has taken place. 

(u) No. 

(b) The measures for improving this and other rivers in the district 
of Jessore are still under consideration in consultation with the District 
Officer and the District Board. 

Dr. NALINAKMA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what action has been taken by Government on the 
recommendations of the District Officer, the District Board Engineer, 
and the District Board Chairman of Nadia, held in July 1937, and on 
which the Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, gave his approval? 

The Hon’bla MMiaraJa SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimboar: 

I think I may remind the hon^ble member of what I stated in my 
budget speech that 5 have asked all the District Boards to furnish their 
irrigation needs in order of urgency. I have received some, but I am 
waiting for the rest. When all of them are received the Special 
Officer who will be •appointed will examine them and schemes will be 
taken up as finances are provided. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHMfA CHOSE s With reference to reply (6)„wiir 
the Hoa^ble Minister be pleased to state whether that particular area 
from Naldi to Lohagara has been included within the scheme that has 
been prepared by the Minister along with the District Board of Jessore. 

• 

The Hofi’We Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbttar: 

Sir, as I have already stated, the scheme referred to will be examined 
by the Special Officer. Until that is done I am afraid 1 cannot give any 
reply on the point. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE S Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give us an assurance that this small area of 10 miles only 
will be included in that scheme? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this matter has not l)een before the Government for 
the last twenty years? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, ef Kaaimbazar: 

That is more than I can say. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the representations of the District 
Boards concerned, namely, Nadia and Jessore in particular as well as 
Murshidabad and Khulna have ])een in possession of Government for 
the last seven or eight months now? 

The Hon’Me Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbaiar: 

Sir, it is difficult to give reply to that question off hand. I have 
stated already that the schemes are being furnished by the District 
Boards through their Collectors to the Commissioners and the Commis- 
sioners are forwarding them to this department. It may be that one 
or two schemes on which the Chief Engineer was consulted, may have 
been forwarded to this department direct. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of including the small area from 
Naldi to Lohagara in the scheme of the District Boqrd of Jessore? 

The Hofi’bie Mahinga SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimtenr: 

Sir, it is not possible to give any assurance on this question. The 
whole scheme wdll be examined by the Special Officer. 
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^alM NACENDRA NATH SENS Will the Hon’lile Mi&ieter be 
pleased to state if aay GoTernment Engineer or any Expert eTer visited 
this place? 

The Mon’Me Mehire|e tRIE CHANDRA NANDY, of Keeiniliinr: 

It is more than I can say. 


Rivers Kua and Moiirakshi. 

*286. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department he pleased to state whether Government are aware that 
during recent years the free flow of water from rivers Kua and 
Mourakshi has been stopped and thereby several thousand highas of 
agricultural lands in the districts of Burdwan, Birbhum, and Murshida- 
bad have become unfit for cultivation, since water stays over them 
throughout the year? 

(b) Whether public have made representations to Government 
through the Kua-Mourakshi Banya-Rakshya Samity asking for a 
remedy ? 

(c) What steps, if any, have so far been taken by Government? 

(d) Whether Government are aware that the present state of things 
has been causing untold misery to the alfected areas, so much so that 
peasants have l)egun leaving for other places? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
detailed statement on the subject with a view to allaying suffering and 
anxiety caused by the situation? 


The Hon’M# Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimliazar: 

(a) Yes, the area is often water-logged as a result of premature 
artificial reclamation by embankments. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) I am advised that the best course now available is to allow 
Nature to raise the level of this area by spilling from the silt-carrying 
rivers until it has been raised high enough to drain back into the rivers. 

(d) The memb^ is referred to the reply to (a) of the question. I 
have no information whether the area is becoming depopulated. 

(a) The Mor Reservoir project is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment: if it becomes practicable to give effect to this costly scheme, it 
▼ill be i)oa8ible to control the flood in the rivers. 
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MMlVi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased td 
state who is this blessed officer who has advised the Hon’ble Minister 
to leave things to Xatnre for Nature to heal them up? 

TN Hon’lii^ Maharijt 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kitiiiitaars 

It is a theorj^ which has been admitted by all the scientists of the world. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the distress haa 
increased due to the stoppage of the outlet of water from the Hijol Bill 
to the Bhagirathi, the opening out of which might help in the draining 
out of a substantial quantity of the flood water. 

The Hon’bia Mitfiaraja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimtaar; 

If it is possible to undertake that scheme some improvement may be 
effected, but I am afraid, the difficulty of getting the proper level will 
stand in the way. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is pre[>ared to consider the possibility of an 
alternative scheme than what is proposed here, — namely, “leaving 
things to Nature” involving the opening out of sufficient w^aterway from 
the Hijol to the place where these twH> rivers are losing themselves to- 
Bhagirathi. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiar: 

I should be very glad if any honMde member could give me any 
suggestion which will remove the difficulty under which the i>eople of 
the area are suffering 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he visited this area at any time? 


Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise here. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to* 
state if it is possible to remove the embankment and thereby maka 
the water flow out of that Bhil — and to keep it at a proper level ? 


Tbi Hen’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KaalmbOEafl 

It is difllcult for me to reply off-hand, but I will liave the question 

examined. 
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Hangar kM| Chittagong. 

•2B7. Mnultfia MO. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Will 
the Hon*f>le Miriister, in charge of the Communications and Works 
(Irrigatiof ) Department be pleased to state whether he is aware of the 
recurrence of floods in recent years in Satkania thana in the district of 
Chittagong? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) of the present condition of the Hangar khal running through 
the above mentioned thana which has been almost silted up 
and narrowed down for a length of about 6 miles and there- 
fore breaks away and changes courses during the rainy 
season which causes flood and destroys agricultural produce 
in many villages especially in villages of Sadha, Noapara, 
Neochia Temuhani, Dhemsha, Marfula, Nalua and Ghatia- 
denga; and 

(it) that a scheme was prepared and an estimate made for the 
canalisation of this khal by the Government and the Chitta- 
gong District Board made recommendations for the puri>ose? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking up 
at an early date the work of proposed canalisation of the hhol? 


The Hofi’Me MehanOa SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaier: 

{a) and (5) (t) The low-lying areas of Dhemsha, Marfula, Nalua and 
Ghatiadenga and Temuhani in Satkania thana drain very slowly and 
they are likely to remain fl(x>ded for some time after continuous heavy 
lain. The silting up of the Hangar khal tends to aggravate the liability, 
of this neighbourhood to flooding. There was some damage to crops 
of some of the villages on account of the flood last year. 

(u*) Yes. 

4 

(c) The scheme for re-excavation of the Chittagong Satkania Hangar 
khal was taken up under Act VI of 1920 at the instance of the persons 
interested by whom the whole cost estimated at Rs. 96,549 was to be 
borne. Gpvemment prepared the scheme and in January, 1932, appoint- 
ed the District Engineer, Chittagong, ns the Engineer for the scheme. 
The Collector reports that since then nothing has been heard of the 
scheme nor have persons interested advanced any part of the cost 
of the scheme. 

Two less costly projects designed to afford relief to this area have 
been included in the list of schemes to be financed from the Rural 
Devel(^ment Grant of the Divisional Commissioner. 
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Siuioe gMe over tht Ohtktial river el PetioliiirilMH. 

•2Sa. Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKARs (a) Is the Hon ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Oommuni cations and Works Departmetjt aware— 

(f) that croj>s of thousiinds and thousands of acres of Barabila and 
Ban Kri Math within police-stations Faridpur and Atgharia 
. respectively (Pubna) are destroye<l by early rui^h of water 
every year, just at the latter pi\rt of Jaistha through the 
river Chiknai ; and 

{ii) that the people vd nearly 65 villages of the l(K‘ality have lieen 
suffering from loss for the last 20 or 25 years? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
Considering the desirability of making an en(|uiry into the matter? 

(c) Does the Hon’ ble Minister contemplate formulating a scheme 
to erect sluice giites on the said Fhiknai river near Bhutiapara j>olice- 
station, Faridpur, to i>revent the untimely rush of water and protect 
crops of the said locality? 

The Hofi’Me Mahanle IRIB CHANDRA NANDY, of KisimlMGcars 

(a) I have no information. 

(h) and (r) There is a scheme for ciuistructing a sluice gate over 
the Chiknai river at Panchuraibari. It is under examination. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALIS In regard to answer (a), where the 
Hon’ble MinistiT says “I have no information” the same question 
was put in the last session that the crops of about thousands of acres 
of land in the Barabila and Ban Kri Math arc destroyc'd by early rush 
of water through the river Chiknai. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state wliat the Government has done up till now in this 
direction ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, what I meant by “I have no infoimation”, is that I have no in- 
formation about the amount of damage which was done to the crops. 

Scheduled Castes employees in the Public Works Department oflVoe 

at Barisal. 

Mr. JOGENORA NATH MANDAL: {a^ Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(f) the number of employees serving at present in the Public 
Works Department office at Barisal; 


2ft 



m QUESTIONS. [2bTH MAtt. 

(<tV) the number of them that are 

(1) Oaste Hindus, 

(2) Muhammadans, and 
' (3) Scheduled Castes F 

(6) Whether it is a fact that there is not a single permanen 
employee froai the Scheduled Castes in the said office? 

(c) If the answer to question (b) is in the affirmative, are th( 
Government considering the desirability of according special considers 
tion to members of Scheduled Castes in the matter of confirmation an< 
recruitment henceforward ? 

Thd Hon’hla Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbazar 

(a) 4 statement is laid on the table. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) There is already a standing order of Government under whicl 
16 per cent, of the total number of vacancies in the district of Bakar 
ganj shall be filled up by members of Scheduled Castes and minority 
communities. The temporary Scheduled Caste employee will Iw con 
firmed in due course if his work is satisfactory. 


Stnt-ement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred questiot 
No. 289 regarding the number of employees of different communities 
in the Communications and Buildings Branch office at Barisal 


(o) (t) Permanent 

... 15 


Temporary 

... 6 


Total 

... 21 


(»i) (1) Caste Hindus 

Permanent 

... 10 

Tempc»rarv 

3 

(2) Muhammadans 

... 5 

o 

(3) Scheduled Castes 

... Nil 

1 


Mr. NiKUNM BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik 
p^aed to state hew long this Standing Order has been in vogue in 
that particular district P 


TN HWbic Mpharaja tRIS CHANDRA NANDY, af KaaimiMiari 

I think for some years in the past. 
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B$nM in tlm Dhulfttwttri riw nMr ManHcciiii. 

•2901 Mauivi AULAD H0S8AIH KHAN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Wo^ks Department be 
pleased to state whether the steamer company (India Oeneral Steam 
Navigation and Company), has put a bandal in the Dhulleswari river 
near the mouth of the Bethua ri\’er in Manikganj subdivision (district 
Dacca) ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ ble Minister aware that the l>andal is likely to 
obstruct spill flow and cause death of the river affecting communication 
and sanitation of Manikganj town and the whole southern portion of 
the Manikganj subdivision? 

(c) What steps do Government projK>se taking in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiari 

{a) Yes. 

(h) No, t)ecause the bandals are only erected in the dry seascm and 
are removed before the flood season, 
tc) Does not arise. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this bandalling is done at the cost of Government in 
the interests of the steamer companies ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kuimbazar: 

No, Sir. It is done at the cost of Government in the interest of train- 
ing the flow of the river. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the flow was passing all right, 
and that the bandal obstructs the flow to the Bethua river even during 
the dry season ? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Even if they cause any obstruction during the dry season, which I 
understand they do not, there is no fear of their doing any permanent 
injury to the water channel. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to say at whose instance the bandals are raised by Govern- 
ment; is it upon the application of the joint steamer companies? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA HAHPY, of Kasimbawi 

This work is done on behalf of Government by the steamer companies. 
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NALINAKSHA SANYAIpS Is it a fact that due to thie 
bandalling; country boats cannot freely move on the Bethua river and 
from the Bethua to the Dhulleswari ? 

The Hon’ble Mhharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, as far as I am aware arrangements are always made for free passage 
of the country boats. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the diversion of the stream and current of the 
Dhulleswari river will result in the killing of the river Bathua. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, if it was possible to divert the course of a river by bandalling a 
great problem would be solved. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleasd to state whether during his tour at Manikganj it was brought 
to his notice ihat it was intentionally done by the steamer companies 
to kill the Bethua river 

The Hon’ble Maliaraja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Yes, Sir. Some coniidaint was made to me on the subject and 1 
ordered an immediate enquiry. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If it is not the intention by 
bandalling, to fix the course of the river along a particular line, may 
we know what is the purpose of the bandalling y 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is true the object of biindalling is training the course of a river. At 
the junction of two rivers steps are always taken not to obstruct any 
of the courses. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that the “killing” of the river 
Bethua will make Manikganj the abode of malaria ? 

Mr* SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 


Atrai and Cur rivora* RaJNiahi. 

*291* Mauivi irtOSLEM ALI MOLLAH; (a) Is the Hou^ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

. (i) that the Atfai and the Gur rivers of the Rajshahi district have 
been silted up; and 
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(il) tliat in the summer season some parts of the river oom]^letely 
dry up making navigation in them impossible and causing 
loss of trade and cjjpimercey 

(b) If the answei-s to (a) are in the afhrmative,* will tlv* Hon^hle 
Minister be pleased to state what action he intends to take in the matter P 

(c) If the answers to (a) are in the negjitivo, are the Government 
considering the desirability of enquiring into the matter? 


The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY. of Kttimbazars 

(o) (i) No. They are in flow during the flood season but siltntion has 
certainly occurred. 

(it) Navigation is not jwssible in the Atrai river during the summer 
season but the Our river remains navigable to shallow boats \ip to 2| 
feet draft. 

(b) and (c) The |KHsibili<ies of m(»asure« for im|yi‘oving the rivers will 
be investigated. 


Maiitvi ABDUL BARI: Will ilie Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the ])hM *‘s wlnue siltntion 1ms taken place in the river Atrai? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiar: 

J want notice, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the lion ble Minister 
be pjensed to state whether it is a fact that Government are contem- 
plating the establisliTiient of a Waterwa\s Board to tackle this 
problem of lesuMcitating the dead and dying rivers of this province? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiar: 

Yes, Sir. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that, as a 
result of this siltation, the natural flow of the river Atrai has been 
impeded even during the flood season? 

The Hon'bto Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiar: 

That is only natiiral. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to give us an idea as to when that Board will be set up? 

Tho HosHile Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiar: 

As I ^ve already pointed out, during the bud^t discussion, the 
ueoessary grant for this Board has been sanctioned by this House^ and 
it will he formed shortly. 
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Mauivi ABDUL BAR Is Will th« Hon’ble Minister be pleased b 
state what steps Government have taken to make the river Atra 
naviirable throughout the year? 


The Hdn’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimhazar 

Sir, to keep a river navigable throughout the year is a problem of th^ 
greatest magnitude. We have not yet oome to any solution regarding 
the river. 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Have Government taken any steps what 
ever up till now to make some portions, at least, of the river Atra 
navigable throughout the year? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar 

It is very difficult to say what was done in the past. I am awaiting 
the formation of the Waterways Board as this river is mainly meani 
for oomm uni cation. I think this is a work for that Board to take up, 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister hi 
pleased lo state whether it is a fact that all work for the resuscitation ol 
the dead and dying rivers of this province has been suspended pending 
the formation of the Waterways Board? 

The Hon*ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazari 

No, Sir. Only works concerning rivers used for communication have 
been suspended in the hope tliat the Board would be formed shortly. 


Khal running from Bharadia to Dighirpor via Bararchar in Kishorogan] 

subdivision. 

•292. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irriga- 
tion) Department aware— 

(t) that the khal running from Bharadia to Dighirpar via Sararchai 
in Kishoreganj subdivision in the district of Mymensingh bno 
completely silted up; 

(ii) that malaria and other diseases have broken out in epidemic 
form in that area; and 

(itt) that the khal was surveyed and its conditions investigated by 
the Irrigation De{nrtment in 1935-36? 

(6) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
^ini^ter be pleased ‘'to state whether any work of excavation is contem- 
plated in the present year? 
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Tht Makanja SRIS CHANDRA HANDY, of KaaimlMiarl 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The area is malariaus. 

(m) No. Only gauge readings were recorded opi the old Brahma* 
picttra at Bharardia and on the Ghoraiitra at Dighirpar in 1935. 

(h) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state wlien Government contemplate undertaking the neoea- 
sary wf»rk in order to save this tract from malaria and other diseases? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I would refer the Ixiirhle member to my answer (h). 


EstaMiahment of Debt 8etttement Boards in Hatiya and Ramgati, 
Noakhali. 

*293. Mr. 8YE0 ABDUL MAJID: (n) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-oi>erative (Vedit and Rural Indebtedness ]>ei^rtment 
aware that Debt Settlement Boards have been established in all thanaa 
of the district of Noakhali except in the Island stations, viz., police- 
station Hatiya and Ramgati? 

(b) Is it a fact that the two Debt Settlement Boards already 
established in two of the Unions of the police-station Sandwip have not 
been given powers under section 9 of the Agricultural Debtors Act? 

(c) Has the Hon’ble Minister received represen la lions from the 
persons of the district on the question of the establishment of the 
Boards in the Island circle of the Noakhali district? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering it desirable to introduce 
immediately Debt Settlement Boards in all the Unions of jxilice-stations 
Hatiya, Ramgati, etc., and in the remaining Unions of jiolice-station 
Sandwip ? 

MINI8TER in ohargo of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT aiul RURAL 
INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the HfNi*ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mulliok): (a) No: a Board has been established in Hatiya police- 
station . 

(b) and (c) Yes. 

{d) Boards will be established as soon as recommendations are 
received from the local authorities. 


Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: With reference; to answer (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the representatione 
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yrere receiyed from the people of the island for the establishment of 
Debt •Settlement Boards in the island circle of the Noakhali district? 

Th 0 Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLtCK: T must ask 

for notice, Sir. . 

§• 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state as to who takes the initiative as regards the estab- 
lishment of these Boards — is it the Government or the District 
authorities? 

The Hofi’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEN ARY MULLICK; It is the 

district authorities, Sir, who take the initiative. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH Bi8WA8: In case the district authori- 
ties do not recouimend the establishment of these Boards, do Govern- 
ment order tliat siirli Boards should he established? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

Eradication of the water-hyacinth pest in Faiidpur. 

*284. Mauivi AHMED ALi MRIDHA; (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware — 

(?) that in the district ot Faridpur, specially in the subdivision of 
Ooalundo, water-liyacinth has been destroyed and the culti- 
vators’ lands are almost free from the i>est ; hut 
(n) that the pest subsists in the railway ditches and the zemindars* 
khalsy bils^ eliannels and watercourses and the District Board 
and railway road side ditches; and 
(in) that on the advent of the rainy season there is danger of the 
weed spreading uixm the agricultural lands? 

{b) If the answer to (a) (///) is in the affirmative, do the Govern- 
ment propose taking any action in the matter? 

(c) If so, when and what? 

MiNI8TER in obargo of AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja Habibullah BthMiur, of 

Oanon)! (a) (i) Y«s. Systematic action is lieing taken for eradication 
of the pOvst with voluniarj' as well as paid lal>our with the oo-operatioa 
of local bodies and Union Bmirds and under the supervision of Sul>- 
tUvisionad and Gkcl^ Officars so that cuitivators’ lands are jiow almost 
free from water-hyacinth. " 
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(»V) md (iu) Yes. 

(b) and (c)* Some zemindars are now aMsisting in the removal of 
water-hyacinth from their khas land and the question of cleanng rail- 
way side land and borrow-pits is under consideration of the Bailway 
authorities. Meanwhile the district authorities are takinfr* necessary 
action for preventing* the inrush of water-hyacinth into cleared areas. 
In order to strengthen the hands of district authorities, the Bengal 
Water-hyacinth Act, 1930, has been put into force througbout the 
district. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state, witli reference to answer what 8te]>s (iovernment 
have taken to prevent this danger? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

Government are enforcing the Act, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will tlie Tfon ble Minister 
be plea.Hed i(» stut^* whether it i.s in the discretion of the railway 
authoritie.s to remov(' water-hyacinth from the lands in their tmsses- 
sion ? 


Mr. BREAKER: That ({uest ion does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 want to drav^ the 
Hon’ble Minihtei’s attention to one point. The Hoirble Minister has 
an.s\\eie(l tliat tins .subject is under the (*onsi<leration of the railway 
authorities, and he has al.so said that the Water Hyacinth Act has been 
enforced. If that is so, llien how is it that the matter is under the 
consideration of the railway authorities? How does he reconcile the 
two statements ? 


Mr. BREAKER: That is not the correct way of putting a ques- 
tion. You ought to have put it in this way: “Why the Act has not 
been enforced in the railway lands?” I hope that the Hon 'ble 
Minister will annwer this question. 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooai 

The railway lands are under the control of the Government of India. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any notice has been s^ed under this Act 
on the railway authorities to remove water hyacinth from their lands? 

Tlia HoiRble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaoeai 

Government have taken up the matter with the railways; 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[25th Mae., 


. Mni NACENDRA NATH SENS Is the Hon*ble Minister in a 
position to deny, with reference to his answer («)(»)> whole 

of the Goalundo subdivision of the Faridpur district is choked np with 
water hyacinth ? 

The Hofi’ble Nawafo Khweja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocas 

That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to stale whether Government liave actually written to the 
railway authorities on this matter? 


The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Has an\ provision'' l>een made in the 
budp^t for the eradication of water hyacinth ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Surely, that you can find out from the budget! 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: When did the l.ocal Govern* 
ment write to tlu‘ railway authorities? 


The Hon’ble Naurab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I ask for notice, Sir. 


Detenu Babu Satya Ranjan BaksHi, 

*295. Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the present wherealmuts of detenu Babu Satya Ranjan Bakshi 

of village Bart hi in the district of Bakarg^nj; 

(ii) the present state of his health; and 

(m) whether he has been receiving any family allowance? 

(6) If the answer to clause (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, what is the 
exact amount of the same? 

(c) Do the Government apprehend that his release will be detrimental 
to public peace and tranquillity ? 

(d) If the answer to clause (c) is in the negative, do the Govern- 
ment think it desirable to release him soon ? 
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MIIttSTER in diargt of tN HOME DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Klmjn Sir NaztnNlddill): He h&a recently l)een nnconditionally 
released. 


Mr* ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With referent lo answer («) 
(nt), will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether after his 
release Babu Satya Ranjan Bakshi has been drawin^^ any allowance, 
and if so, how much ? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He has been getting a 
family allowuiicc of Rs. 150 a month. The hon’ble member should 
rememlKU* that lie was released only a week ago. and, therefore, this 
question does not arise. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
be plea.sed lo state if he will get any allowan(M»s after release either for 
himself or foi his family? 


Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: AVait and see. 


Short Notice Qtiostions. 

Holding of public meetings in oonnection with Municipal elootions 
within the Jurisdictions of Serampore, Bhadroswar and Uttarpara 
in Hooghly district* 

*295A and 2SSB. Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA and Babu RADHA 
NATH DAS: (a) Has the attention of the Ilon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department been called to a notice, dated 10th February, 
1938, promulgated by tbe Superintendent of Police, Ilooghly, forbidding 
under section 30 of Act V of 1861, the holding of any public meeting 
within the jurisdictions of Serampore, Bhadreswar and Uttarpara 
police-stations of Hooghly district, for a period of 3 months? 

(h) Is the HoiPble Minister aware — 

(») that the election of commissioners for the Serampore Munici- 
pality takes place on the 19th March, 1938; and 
(n*) that the election will be seriously hampered by meetings being 
forbidden in support of the candidature of the verious 
candidates? • 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the advisability of directing 
the local authorities to notify that the notice is nbt intended to apply 
to meetings held in connection with the ensuing Municipal election? 
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THE Hofl'liie ICIimJa Sir NAZilMfUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Local authorities have made it clear by the issue of a 
notice that ineetin^^^H held in connection with the Municipal elections 
will not be aftVcted by the order under section 30. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased io state the pfrounds on which meetings were prohibited by the 
Superintendent of Police? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It appears that for the 
last 15 or 1(> ye^irs from Tduzoha to Miiharruin for 3 months it has 
been customary in iluit area t-o issue this notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wluit steps have been taken by the local authorities 
to ensure that meetin^rs in connection with municipal election would 
be oonducted without any pf>lice interference? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All meetings have been 
oonducted without any jKdice interference and the election is over. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

( answm to which were laid on the table) 

Clerks in the civil courts of Jessore. 

78. Khan Sahib Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: {a) WiU 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) how many clerks are there in the civil courts of the Jesiore 
district ; 

(tV) how many of them are — 

(1) Mussalman, and 

(2) non-Mussalman ; and 
(m) how many of them are — 

(1) permanent, and 

(2) non-permanent? 

(6) Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Oovernin^t are taking any strict principle in the matter of raising the 
peroentsge of Mussulmans F 

(c) If io, what is that principle? 
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millSTER in ofeirgn of tho JUDIOIAL iiMi LEQISLATIVE* 
OEPARTMENT (the Hon*blo Nawab Mutharruff Hoaaain, fehan 
Eahadnr): (a)(t) 121. 

(it) (1) 41 and (2) 80, 

(m) (1) 112 and (2) 9. 

(6) and (c) Government have fixed 83^ per cent, to l)e the 
minimum and not the maximum for the apjmintment of Muhammadans 
in the district of Jessore and that there is no bar to the aj)pointment in 
excess of this percentage, if otherwise found suitable. Tho existing is 
33 *9 per cent, and only slightly in excess. 


Khan Sahib Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: With 
reference to (c), wili the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in what 
year the ratio of 33^ per cent, was fixed by Government? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAINp Khan Bahadur: 

I want notice. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the appointing authorities interpret the rules 
by taking 33^ per cent, to be the maxiinuin percentage for the Muslim 
instead of minimum? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The circular as it stands, enunciates it to he the minimum, and a 
person with commonsense will interpret it so. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why the number of Muslim employees does 
not exceed 33J per cent. ? 


The Hon’bla Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No answer can be given to this question : they have always taken the 
minimum as the maximum. 


Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will th« Hon’ble MiDister be 
pleased to state when we are all very anxioas to beltr him why he does 
not speak louder? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ariae. 
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Appeifitmifitt of COYomment Pioodors, Poblici PitMoaloriv olc.| Itrom 
the m owbofi of the ScheditM Castes for the dsitriots of Daoea md 
Mymensinglii 

79. Mkr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial and Tiegislative Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement sliowing, neparately, for the districts of Dacca and 
Mymensingh the number of — 

(а) Government pleaders. 

(б) Assistant Government pleaders. 

(c) Public Prosecutors, 

(d) AssistuiH Public Prosecutors, and 

(e) Honorary Majfistrates, 

from the meinlnTH of the Scheduled Oastes communitiesP 

The Hofi’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No member of the Scheduled Tastes holds any of these appointments in 
either Mymensingh or Dacca. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state if Government contemplate the appointment of some Honorary 
Magistrates from the scheduled castes in the districts of Dacca and 
Mymensingh ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does hot arise. I think it should 
be definitely known that supplementary questions can only arise if there 
is something to be further known arising out of the question and the 
reply. Mr. Bari is a lawyer and I think he understands that this is 
the meaning and I hope other members will also kindly realise that. 
It is not for the purpose of filling up the lacunm in either the question 
or the answer except such as strictly arises owing to any defect in the 
answer to a question that it is pennissible to ask supplementary 
questions in order to get further information. In this question if you 
wanted to know merely the number, surely you were entitled to put 
anything relating to that, but whether as a result of tliat number some- 
thing more is to be done by Government that question cannot strictly 
arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHAMDRA ROY: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Gfovernment is contemplating to fill up any 
vacancies in the post of Honorary Magistrates in future in the district 
of Dacca and Mymensingh by the members of the scheduled castes? 



IMS.] DEMAND FOR GRANT. MB 

Mr.fPEAKER: That question does i|ot arise. 

Mailivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reason why none of the scheduled caste people holds the 
position of Honorary Magistrate in the districts of Bacca aiyi Mymen- 
singh? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of appointing Honorary Magistrates 
in the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh from the members of the 
scheduled castes!^ 

Mf. SPEAKERT That question does not arise. 

80* Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the Bogra-Suntiihar Road passes through many imjwrtant 
places and bandars in the district and if so, whether he woubl consider 
the desirability of including this road in the scheme which is essential 
for the development of the district even though it might compete with 
the railways!" 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon^ble Minister in charge is not here, lie 
should have been here in his seat and I find that none of the other 
Ministers are prepared to answer it. I think I will have to keep this 
question over for to-morrow'. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He lias put a question which is 
one of mere opinion. If there is nothing in the question which 
requires further information, will any purpose he served by putting it 
off till to-morrow? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is very difficult for me to say anything now. 
In any case the Hon’ble Minister should have been in his place and I 
find other Ministers are not prepared to reply. 


DEMAND FOR QRANT. 

10— Fortft 

Tilt Hoii’Ma Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Gfovernor I beg to move that a stun 
of Hs. 12,45,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
*‘10— Forest”. 
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,, " Sir, wliile moving for the grant under the head ‘*16 — ^Forest^* for 
the fmr 1937-38 on the 4th September, 1937, the important features of 
the lorest budget were explained lor the advantage of the members. 
As the budget for the next year is being presented after so short an 
interval, it is perhaps unnecessary for me to go over the whole ground 
again. It* will not be out of place, however, to mention the progress 
which haa since been made on the following important problems: — 

As mentioned in the budget speech for 1937-38 there was a con- 
ference in December last at Dellii of provincial representatives in which 
proposals for the formation of a new Provincial Forest Service were 
considered to secure uniformity. The conference made certain recom- 
mendations. The opinion of the Government of India on all these 
recommendations has not yet been received, hut lu accordance with one 
of the recommendations of the conference, Government have decided 
to depute two candidates for training at the Forest Research Institute 
and College, Dehra Dun, with a view to their iipix)intment to the new 
service. Selection of candidates is t)eing made in consultation with the 
Public Service Commission. 

In my speech of the 4th September 1937, 1 nieutione<l the evils and 
the dangers consequent on the progressive denudation of forests in 
West Bengal. A represeJitative coinjuittee ot officials and non-officials 
will he appointed vei} short l\ to investigate into the facts and to make 
recommendations to Government as to the remedies which should be 
applied to prevent this grave threat to the prosperity of the country- 
side. The committee will visit the districts of l^nkura, Birbhum and 
Midnajwre ami make local en(|uiries before framing their recom- 
lUeudaiions. 

The policy of Government is to conserve all valuable forests as far as 
possible, whether publicly* or privately owned, in order to maintain 
local and provincial supplies of timber and fuel, and to protect the 
countryside against fl<K)d «Tnd drought. With this end in view Govern- 
ment have recently Uiken over management of certain private forests in 
East Bengal by agreement with, and at the request of, the proprietors. 

An experienced officer of the Bengal Forest Service lias been deputed 
to investigate into and report on the extent of the existing forests, the 
areas suitable for aforestation, etc., in the district of Nadia and other 
adjoining districts. 

The question of preservation of wild life, which has become very 
acute is also engaging attention. Some of the rarer species of animals 
and birds have already become extinct, and it is feared that, if proper 
steps are not taken in the near future, many other valuable and 
beautiful species ffiiy disappear. Government have introduced the 
Rhinoceros Preservation Bill and it has been recently passed by the 
Assembly and by the Legislative Council. They have also under oon- 
sidetatioQ a proposal to amend the Wild Birds and Animals Preserva- 
tion (Bengal Amendment) Bill. A prcjmsal for the esiablishntent of 
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gim iUBtctuaries and for the formation of a game preservation division 
to control these sanctuaries is also under consideration of Government 
and a scheme is being formulated in consultation with selected officers 
and certain associations. Such sanctuaries when established, will not 
only preserve the more beautiful forms of wild life, but, will also be a 
source of instruction and diversion to the* public, who will be able to 
see these animals and birds in their natural state. 


With a view to preserve the khasmahal forests in Chittagong from 
unrestricted denudation, Government sanctioned in 1925 the following 
proposals of the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division for better 
management of the Forests : — 

That the areas in khasmahal forests which are steep ridges covered 
with denS^jungle and which cannot be brought under the 
plough, should be transferred to the Forest Department and 
made reserved forests; 

that forests, which are suitable for permanent cultivation, should 
be kept under the Collector; and 


that the khasmahal forests should be gazetted as protected forests. 

This arrangement has not worked quite smoothly. There has been 
friction between the khasmahal tenants and the local forest officials. 
At a representative Couferencie of the tenants held at Cox’s Bazar in 
October 1937, certain grievances of the tenants were put forward 
against the local forest administration. A preliminary enquiry into 
these grievances was promptly made, and the following measures have 
already been sanctioned in the Cox’s Bazar area: — 

Isolated patches of protected forests surrounded by cultivation and 
away from the forest reserves are to be disforested, and handed over to 
the khasmahal for conversion into grazing grounds, etc. 

The practice of issuing fuel permits to all those who apply for 
grazing posses will he discontinued. 

Village vigilance committees will be formed to educate people 
against transgressions of forest laws, etc., and to promote better rela- 
tions with the Forest Department. 

These measures are only preliminary. Enquiries are still going on, 
and further measures will be taken to meet the grievances of the tenants, 
after Government are in possession of all the facts. 

Two experienced officers of the Forest and the Excise Departments 
have been asked to investigate as to whether salt can be manufactufed 
on a commercial scale in the Sunderbans. This scheme will bring 
soma good reventie to Forest Department as fuel Vill be required for 
tlie manniaotime of aalA 
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' K/mn BafiHfiir MmuM /ALALUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to inore 

that tbe demaad for a sum of lls. 12,45,000 for expenditure under tlie 
head *‘10 — Forests** be reduced by Its. 100. 

We have listeued to the speech of the Hon*ble Minister in charge 
of the Foi^est. 1 put a question to him in the last session asking if he 
was aware of the forest grievances in Ck)x*s Bazar and in reply he said 
he knew nothing. Since then some resolutions were adopted at a 
representative conference of the afflicted tenants on the 15th October 
1937 and copies of those resolutions were sent to him at that time. 
Those resolutions were repeated in the Chittagong Moslem League 
Conference and the Hoa*ble the Chief Minister and the Minister in 
charge of Forests were informed about them and they assured us that 
they would look into the matter and redress the grievances. After all 
these, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Forest .^ays that patches of 
land in the khasmalial area will be released so as to provide pasture 
and grazing grounds. I take the advantage of this motion standing 
in my name not to censure the Ministry, because the present Ministry 
is not to be blamed for what was done by the Forest Department of the 
old Government, but to invite serious attention of the Government to 
the pitiable plight of the agriculturists of Chittagong and Cox*8 Bazar 
hy the reservation policy on the one hand and high forest imprests on 
the other. The Local Government have no forest policy of its own and 
they are supposed to follow the forest policy of the Government of 
India. But the working of the policy was left in the hands of the 
Conservator of Forests. His only business was to create a service 
tenure and to extend the forest and forest area. The policy pursued in 
my district show that it is in the direction of converting Bengal into a 
forest, not for the good of Bengal, but for the good of forest conservancy. 
T may point out to you that Chittagong covers an area of 2,487 sq. 
miles out of which 1061 miles are reserved forest and 194 sq. miles pro- 
tected forest, and that is more than lialf of Chittagong district. There- 
fore the other day I told the Ilon’ble Minister and Secretary that you 
had better make the entire district of Chittagong a forest just giving 
some room somewhere for its population of over 17 lakhs. The forest 
policy in Bengal seems to be that Forest Department does not exist for 
the good of the agricultural population but that the agricultural 
population should be exploited in the interests of the conservation of 
forests. If I had not been handicapped by short time at my disposal, 
I would have been able to demonstrate to any impartial Tribunal how 
wrongly the Forest Administration is being conducted in Bengal and 
oontrary to Indian Forest policy. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: That is the case with Police 
Administration also. 

Kliail Bihadiir Maulvi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: With regard to 
tb^ Police Administration the case is different. The Police comnnts 
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miscfaitf in the open and plains but Forest misobief it committed •in the 
dark forest and interior — nobody knows anything about it and nobody 
enquires about it. That is my grievance and that is the reason why I 
move this motion. 1 wish to bring to the notice cfi the Uouse untold 
oppression is committed in the outlying area of Chittagong which 
unfortunately is far off from the seat of Government. There is an 
adage, viz., far from Jupiter, far from thunder; and I would odd far 
from Jupiter, far from shelter. Chittagong on the one hand suffers 
from the depredation of wild animals, and on the other from extortion 
of petty forest officers. I wish to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge what a grave situation has been created by the 
Forest Department, Chittagong, by absurd and unnecessary restrictions 
on the one hand and the high forest imposts on the other. 

I just tell yod*how the people are suffering. In the year 1921 
when there was the non-co-operation movement the non-co-operators 
found an easy prey in these distressed tenants in their campaign against 
Government. Mr. Birley who was then the Collector said that he 
objected to the working plan that was in force on the ground that it 
did not provide for the minimum requirements of the agricultural 
population. J quote the opinion of Mr. Birley who was transferred 
from the Midnapore district to Chittagong and Midnapore is the place 
from which the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy comes. The Forest Depart- 
ment said that Chittagong was hostile to reservation. There also 
Mr. Birley exposed the fallacy just as Mr. Jack did with regard to 
Muhammadan cultivators in Faridpiir. In the year 1921 
Mr. Birley said there was nothing wrong in the Chittagong agricul- 
turists, but there is something wrong in the method of forest admini- 
stration which is responsible for the antipathy of the masses towards 
the Forest Department. I have little time ot my disposal otherwise 1 
could have demonstrated the mischief of the unnecessary restrictions 
made by creation of khasmahal j)rotected forest. The khasmalial forests 
are small patches of jungles interspersed with cultivation. 1 may be 
permitted to say that the resolutions were passed at the tenants’ con- 
ference at Cox’s Bazar regarding Forest, in which Major Hyde, the 
Collector, and the Subdivisional Officer were also present. It says that 
khasmahal forest should be made over to the khasmahal because they 
are not worth protecting or reserving. Although the Forest Department 
have taken over the management of the khasmahal forest, they have not 
developed them at all. What sort of forests are these F They are 
really not forests of any mention, because they have no timber or 
commercial value. The Commissioner of the Division also opposed 
reservation of khasmahal forest and remarked that ^ ‘the difficulty in the 
existence of. khasmahal forest alongside reserved forest has been 
exaggerated*’. 

The Commissioner in his review of working plan of 1919 say* that 
the khasmahal forests are ’‘small patches of jungles interspersed sirith 
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iltil|i«oi|ltivftted areas along the boundaries of reserved forest. In fact 
thtJF anneoessarily restrict the movement of cultivators and their catOa. 
That was in the year 1922. In 1919 there were 241 sq. miles of reserved 
forests. In the co)u*se of time it has come to 1,0C1 sq. miles and j94 
sq. miles o^ protected forests. There has been huge increase but still 
the Forest Department is not satisfied. In Khulna there is a very g*ood 
timber forest, and the income from Sunder trees and other forest pro- 
duce is very high, while in Chittagong the value of the timber produce 
is almost nil. Although by comparison the Chittagong Forest Division 
comprises l/6th of the entire Reserve Forest, yet the income from 
timber is not even l/30th of the entire forest timber revenue. Still 
Mr, Cowan chose to say that there was potential forest wealth in the 
Chittagong forest, but I can quote from Mr. Cowan’s own observation 
that there was no geological survey of Chittagong anything of the 
kind. The Chittagong Hill Tracts were also within the Chittagong 
Forest Division till 1909. Chittagong forest was merely low hills and 
is only scrub jungle, on the tillas or ridges. There was no growth of 
sal, teak, deodar or any other valuable tree there and still Mr. Cowan 
wanted to class it under class II, the class of forest that has a timber 
vglue for commercial purposes. I venture to say that Mr. Cowan was 
wrong. His anticipation was not fulfilled, I mean his working plan 
was not justified Iby subsequent results. The Chittagong Forest Division 
forest was created so far back as 1873. Nothing was done till 1893. 
Darge areas of forest were kept reserved from 1893 to 1907 and nothing 
tangible was done — there was no development — there was no plantation 
of bantboos or of any other tree.s. This demonstrates that there was no 
potential wealth in the Chittagong forest and so nothing has been done. 

They are spending a huge amount of money on the staff but to no 
result, and they say in their Administration Report from year to year 
that it is very difficult to manage the Chittagong forest on account uf 
its hugeness of area, and on account of the antipathy of the people: 
that is the slogan they put up from year to year. The Forest Depart- 
ment has all along had its demands passed on speculation but. Sir, the 
real fact in connection with the Chittagong reserve forests demonstrates 
the nature of their speculation. That is, Sir, what they have been doing 
•o long and they are always able to get their demands passed, to inflict 
•nffering on us. In the budget demand (in the Red Book) Rs. 1,28,000 
has been provided for the revision of pay of the forest guards and the 
foreet staff, out of which Rs. 14,000 will be given to new private 
management for the control of the forest in Midnapore and Mymensingh 
and Rs. 1,14,000 would go for the new Conservator, or Second or Third 
or Fourth Conser^for for all these years. So if you will kindly coho 
aider the matter, you will find that even on a commercial basis the 
Chittagong Reserve Forest is not at all justified. Govemment’a own 
fiefdiot is that the Cfiittagong forest produce is of very low value and the 
tpnasta in the Khas Mahals are forests which are only small patches of 
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lanrflilllerspersed with cultivation along the boundary of reatma^or t8« 
Chittigong Hill Tracts. Trespass into the protected forest is forbiddan 
and whan cattle go into it or they have to pass through it the cultivators 
are prosecuted. And this prosecution, Sir, is of two kinds. Some 
prosecutions are taken to the courts and some prosecutions ai% dealt with 
by the forest officers under section G8 of the Indian Forest Act. liOrge 
powers are enjoyed by the forest officers in charge of outlying foroii 
ranges. In the last year’s Administration Report for 1935-36 you will 
find that in Chittagong 94G forest cases were taken to the court and is 
many as 1,955 cases were dealt with by the forest officers. There is a 
provision in the Forest Act that a man who is simply su^ected by a 
forest guard can be prosecuted by him, and section G8 of the Forest Act 
permits the forest officer the exercise of power of compounding ofFenoOs 
by accepting a of money or compensation, etc. You can easily 
visualise the position of a poor cultivator who is alleged to break a 
forest rule coming 80 miles from the village to the town to defend him- 
self. Therefore to avoid tliis expense and also to ovoid absence from 
his occupation in his village this poor cultivator is obliged tO com- 
pound his offence by paying wliatever the forest guard or the forest 
ranger demands from him. So this practice of compounding puts large 
powers in the hands of the forest guards which are very much abused. 
Sir, it is not my own invention, this abuse was visualised even by the 
Jn lih (>overiin»ent in its lorest policy of 1894. “An intermixture of 
plots of (jovernment land used for grazing only but upon which trespass 
is forbidden with the cultivation of occupancy or proprietory holders is 
apt to lead to extreme abuses and apecially so when these plots are 
urid-T the maungenient of the h\>re8t Department.” Therefore they have 
discouraged and condemned the creation of protected forests or their 
management by Forest Departments because it leads to an extreme 
abuse of the powers. But still the Forest Minister wants to reserve these 
forests where State interests are trivial. Therefore I warn the Govern- 
ment of Bengal that in Chittagong we will not be responsible for any 
agrarian movement and there if any one fosters this agrarian move- 
ment, they will do so on this forest issue alone. And if there will be 
any agrarian movement, it will, in all probability, be first in Khas 
Mahal area, my own constituency, or in the areas bordering Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, I, therefore, warn the Government of the situation which 
they must face, if they do not solve the forest problem in Chittagong 
immediately. 


I will now say a word or two about the removal of the forest produce. 
Before the creation of Reserves, Protected or otherwise people were 
allowed to remove forest produce covering their minimum requirements 
under the pass system that was in force before the so-called improved 
iehedule of conditions and rates, dated Ist of July 1916. Mr. Cowan 
writoe in his working plan (paragraph 69 — page 12) “the pOopli Sngifid 
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Ut ag^eilture we Iwgely dependent upon the forest reserve. Prior to 
reservation the removal of forest produce was regulated by the issue of 
passes under orders of the Collector. Passes were of two kinds “A’* 
Form Passes entitled the holder to remove either for sale or for his own 
use one head-load of firewood daily throughout the year and the “B*' 
Form Pass entitles the holder to remove one head-load of firewood, 
bamboos, fencing sticks, or thatch grass for his own use and not for sale 
and to graze six heads of cattle daily throughout the year. This system 
was extended to the Reserve Forest. In 1915 a monthly, or a half- 
yearly pass was issued entitling the holder to remove one head-load of 
bamboos daily either for his own use or for sale. This system of A and 
B pass was changed by schedule of condition rates, dated Ist July 
1916, excepting the special bamboo pass. The B pass provided grazing, 
fuel wood, bamboos, fencing stakes, house-posts, tji^iching, sun grass, 
in short minimum requirements of the people at the rate of 12 annas 
per annum while the value of A pass for those articles for sale and con- 
sumption was Re. 1. Mr. Cowan suggested separation of grazing and 
fuel pass and increase of the fuel pass for all purposes to Re. 1. Tliis 
enhancement from 12 annas annual fee for grazing and fuel and other 
necessary articles to Rs. 1-12 was effected. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri will now move his 
motion. Before he does so I might say at once that I propose to close 
this debate and put this demand on the motion of Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri. I am informed that there will be another speaker from 
the Congress side and one speaker from the Proja Group. After that, 
unless any member of the European Group wants to speak I shall close 
this debate. I shall then take up Anglo-Indian education because I 
find many members are anxious to discuss that subject. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will not. Sir, the representatives of labour 
get any chance of apeaking on this matter P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Their chance will come in in connection with the 
Industry’s demand. 

Mr. tl. N. GUPTA: But, Sir, we are also interested in the Foreat 
Department Labour. 

Mr. SPEAKERS But I have not been informed of it. 

Tht Hon’big Mr^ A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: We too will have to say 
loioething, Sir. 
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||#|IARENORA NATH CHAUOHURIS Sir, I beg to m^ve tbai 

the mm of Es. 12,45,000 demanded under the head “10 — ^ForestA** be 
reduced by Ee. 100 (policy and administration). 

Sir, I would just raise a discussion on the policy and administration 
of this department. Forest no doubt occupies a very small portion of 
our budget, but the issues that are raised by the forest budget are 
neither small nor unimportant. The principal question with which we 
have to deal in tackling the Forest budget is whether the forests stand 
for the benefit of the people or for the benefit of the services exclusively. 
Mr. Eudyard Kipling in one of his Many Inventions, of course, starts 
with the proposition^ that “of all the wheels of public service that turn 
under the In(\ian Government, the Department of Woods and Forests 
is the most impojJ:^t“. But, Sir, I am not prepared to confuse between 
the services and u5^ department. The department certainly is more 
important than tht services. The department stands for earning revenue 
and forest is described as a major head of provincial revenue. But 
in recent times, Sir, it has come to be a misnomer. Our revenues from 
Forest have dwindled and gone below 20 lakhs of rupees, and our expen- 
diture stands at 17 lakhs of rupees or so. It is going to be almost a non- 
paying department, yet the charges of the department are much too 
high and even growing. It is against this high expense ratio of the 
department, Sir, that I am going to enter my protest. And I con do 
no flatter than start with the history of growth and decline of the 
revenue of this department during the whole period of reforms. I 
shall not tire out tlie patience of this House by repeating all the figures 
from 1921-22 to 1938-‘l}). I will only give the quinquennial averages. 
Now, Sir, in the first quinquennium, that is, from 1921-22 to 1925-26, 
our forest revenue stood at Its. 23,61,000 per annum, and our expendi- 
ture at Rs. 12,80,000 or so, and we used to earn a surplus of about 
Hh. 10,81,000 or about 11 lakhs per annum. That was the position in 
the first quinquennium. In the next quinquennium from 1926-27 to 
1930-31 our revenue increased. It went up to Rs. 29,91,000 or about 
30 lakhs per annum, and our expenditure stood at Rs. 14,94,000, that 
is, at about Rs. 15 laklis, and we earned a net income or surplus of 
Rs. 14,96,000, that is, about Us. 15 lakhs per annum. In the next, i.e., 
the third quinquennium, 1932-36 our annual receipts on an average 
were so low us Rs. 17 lakhs but our annual expenditure stood nearly at 
the same figure, as in the previous lustrum, viz., Rs. 14,81,000, and 
hence the surplus dwindled to Rs. 2,18,000 in place of about Rs. 11 
lakhs in the first quinquennium and of about 15 lakhs in the second. 
The position did not change much in the subseqijent period, that is, 
between 1936-37 and the budget of 1938-39. Now, on an average we are 
budgeting for a revenue of Rs. 19,21,000, that is, under Rs. 20 lakhs, 
while we are budgeting on an average for an expei^iture of so much as 
Es. 15,77,000 to earn that revenue. And this year, in particular, w# 
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kare budgeted for Rs. 17,16,000, and we propoee to earn only a snrplna 
of Rb* 2 lakhft or so. This is the present position then that instead of 
an annual surplus of Bs. 11 lakhs in the first quinquennium and of 15 
lakhs in the second, we are now going to get a surplus of Rs. 2 lakhs 
and odd. ^et, we* see that our expenditure, which has increased in the 
meantime — from 12 or 13 lakhs to 17 or 18 lakhs — is being maintained 
to earn a surplus of only 2 or 3 lakhs. In the present position, in the 
uneconomic exploitation of our forests, the whole department, as my 
friend opposite has said, stands self-condemned. 

Now, Sir, when such is the position, one inevitable question is, what 
do the Government propose to do with regard to retrenchment of expen- 
diture in this department? Government cannot plead that they have 
no well-considered suggestions before them, rather they have ample 
suggestions before them. The Swan RetrenchmenJt»^>Gommittee recom- 
mended a total cut of about Bs. 2 lakhs of recurring expenditure under 
the head Forest. Their first recommendation was that the post of 
second Conservator should be held in abeyance till revenue improved to 
the figure of Rs. 28 or 30 lakhs. But we are not going to earn even 20 
lakhs now and yet at this stage Government are maintaining the post 
of second Conservator of Forests. Then, Sir, the Committee's next re- 
commendation was that some of the divisions should be amalgamated. 
Government say that the old position must remain unchanged, ns they 
consider that this suggestion of the Retrenchment Committee is quite 
imjjracticable and unaccepta-ble. Their third recommendation was to 
cut out the post of the Forest Utilisation Officer. Government say that 
is also unacceptalble — why? — they say, “to earn revenue." But they 
are not earning revenue at all, they are spending almost the whole 
revenue on the departmental services, yet they pretend that to earn 
revenue a Forest Utilisation Officer is necessary. The fourth recom- 
mendation of the Swan Committee was that the cadre of the Indian 
Forest Service should be reduced by 8 posts. There also the position 
remains unchanged. Their next recommendation was that the post of 
Utilisation and Working Plans Officer should il)e discontinued. But 
this Government think it is essential to retain that post too. Thus all 
the recommendations that were made by the Second Retrenchment Com- 
mittee have been turned down with the exception of one post, via., that 
of the Forest Engineer. This is how the Government have treated the 
recommendations of the second Retrenchment Committee, a committee 
that was appointed by the Provincial Government in their dajrs of 
distress and deficit budgets. Yet so far as the Forest Department is 
eottoerned, we have no reason to think that the revenue position has 
improved in any remarkable way. 

Then, Sir, my honourable friend, the Minister in charge of the 
department, has referred to the December conference at which probably 
be was present. Le^ me quote, Sir, a portion of the speech mad# 

Bis Rxeellency the Viceroy in opening the Conference. His Sxeellens^ 
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mud*— |*‘Eveii after the excluBion of Burma there still remaiae ia Infill 
a totah area of 99,^46 square miles of forests of which 71,357 square 
miles are reserved ; the total number of animals grasing in that area was 
over 11 J millions” and 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Rai Chaudhitri, your time is up. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I want two minutes 
more, Sir. His Excellency concluded with the observation that forest^s 
contribution to the maintenance of India's livestock should be recog* 
nised. How is our Forest Department going to help thatP—well, by 
punishing on the whole about 2,000 to 3,000 men for grasing offences 
per year. Sir, to relieve these poor people, I can only present this 
Government with^^suggestion on the lines of what has been done by 
the Madras Government. The Hon’ble Mr. Rajagopalchari in his speech 
introducing the Madras budget observed, “Another proposal of the 
Government also involves the relinquishing of a big slice of revenue for 
the benefit of the rural population. The Government propose to reduce 
by one-half the present rate of grazing fees in the reserved forests 
throughout the Presidency with effect from the Ist April, 1938. By 
this means a long standing grievance will be removed, and a large 
section of the agricultural population will be benefited. The loss of 
revenue will be Rs. 3 lakhs per annum”. This is the gift that the 
Madras Government is going to make to its rural population. Where 
is the message from our Ministry? Our Ministry, on the contrary, is 
going to continue unabated the grazing fees and the policy of punishing 
the people behind the offending cattle. It is surely, Sir, a policy of 
‘resurrection of the man behind the plough* and that with a vengeance 
indeed I 

(Here the memiber having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I rise to support 

the motion so ably moved by my bon 'hie friend Rai Harendra Noth 
Chaudhuri, because not only is the Forest Department badly admin- 
istered as my hon’ble friend has shown, but there is a string of owes 
felt by my brethren in my constituency as well as in other parts of 
Bengal owes which can justly be charged to the action of the Forest 
Department. 

More than 690 square miles of the area in my constituency, Jalpai- 
gnri-ctim-SUiguri constituency, is under the Forest Department, 8<> 
I am stating here the facts which came to my personal knowledge 
nitd observation. Sir, one of the main grievances of the cultivators 
there against this Dejiertment is its policy of alorestation. Within 
tho period of 20 years nearly 34,000 acres of land mostly under cfnlti- 
and Die reat graeing blocks have been oongerted into reserved 
liWiI' laad^ In Jalpaigari Division, Diana a new range of le il Pi ed 
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/oreftfly coDtainingr about 12,000 acres of land that liad once been 
under cultivation, and a larger portion of the rest, grazing blocks. 
Just a year or two ago in Barasalkumar Taluk in Jaldapara Mooaa 
about 400 acres of cultivable jote land has been resumed by the Gov- 
emment for non-pa3anent of rent and handed over to the Forest 
Department in spite of the fact that there were a number of joiedart 
who applied to the Government for purchasing the land. The taluk 
is large in size and has been noted for its paddy crop. Is paddy to 
be neglected for development of the forest area? Does the civilising 
policy of the Goveruiuent suggest there are to be more and more 
forests and less and less of paddy cultivation? The taluk to which 1 
hove been* referring is now completely surrounded by forests. The 
people resident in the area live at the mercy of the officers of the 
Department. 

Forest elephants and other wild animals rtf^ge the fields and 
spoil the crops killing cattle with impunity in jote» bordering on the 
forest boundary. The cultivators are helpless against them. They 
are not empowered to kill them without a license. I am told a person 
was fined about Rs. 50 for the offence of his dogs killing without his 
knowledge, a forest deer found on his own paddy field spoiling the 
crop. The obvious consequence is that such plots are left unculti- 
vated and are in course of time resumed by Government for non-pay- 
mod of rent and the next step is that they are handed over to the 
Forest Department. 

lu the Duars many danga lands have also turned barren for want 
of irrigation. Formerly the cultivators would irrigate by the process 
of cutting irrigation ditches or Jampai as they are called at their own 
expense and from the hill rivers. But the magic word “license” is in 
force now. Permission has to be obtained from the Deputy Conser- 
vator and from the Divisional Forest Officer if the river runs through 
the forest area. In khas mahals no rent is charged for this purpose 
but in the forest are a fee of Rs. 6 to Rs. 75 is the annual charge 
for each Jampai. Many jotedan have applied to the Divisional Forest 
Officer to reduce the charge but in vain. Even on payment of this 
high charge cultivators are sometimes refused permission. Satali is 
a fairly big taluh where the source of a Jampai situated within the 
forest area hat* been silted up by sand. The cultivators have been 
applying alternately to the Deputy Conservator and the Divisional 
Forest Officer. They are still paying the annual charge of Rs. 58 in 
place of Rs. 4, the rate at which they had been paying a few years 
ago for the privilege of a Jampai. But they have been knocking in 
vain for the permit. As a result about 2,500 acres of land are deprived 
of water and lying* fallow for the last three years. 

Forced labour is the order of the day in the forests and often 
enough these “begv” labour gets no payment at all. The Duars is 
interspersed with forests, and plots rmder cultivation. Ryots habile 
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tak* thrfr cattle bat for such transport they have to pay at one anna* 
per bead of cattle if they use forest roads. In Madarihat the/ are 
wiser, I mean the Government because they charge a consolidated fee 
of Be. 1 per head of cattle per year for use of the Torsa river for its 
water. The Forest Department is thus powerful not only^ on solid 
land but also on water its possession is supreme and money must be 
paid for privileges which are considered to be elementary or funda- 
mental rights in every civilised country. In some portions of the 
country, the only watering places fall within the forest area. There 
is no other alternative for the people; they have to take pattahs on 
piijTnent of Re. 1 per year per cattle or allow them to die of thirst. 

I want you, Mr. Speaker, to realise the condition of this forest 
area. Milk and butter had been cheap and available in abundance 
in tbe Duars; cattl^ could feed without difficulty; the grazing blocks 
were amply provided for. The ]K)sition now is entirelfy different; 
those blocks have been mostly taken over by the Forest Department, 
and the Department in its wisdom has either prohibited grazing or 
peimitted it on payment of heavy fees. To come to particulars let us 
take the case of the Diana 'Range; it is not a saJ forest, it does not 
contain many valuable trees; the range is grossy and includes a large 
number of grazing blocks. There has been no objection to Buste- 
wallas grazing their cattle on payment of usual fees, but during the 
hist few years, such grazing lias been practically stopped except in 
the case of European garden cattle. Any other cattle found entering 
or straying into the forest range (T must tell that there is no fencing 
to protect the range probably under the idea that cattle would nose it 
guided by their instinct) is straightaway sent to the pound v/hicb 
means, its owiiei lias to trudge along sometimes a dozen miles or more 
to the Range Office and pay a fine from Re. 1-8 to Rs. fl, over and 
above the usual pound fee. Not only cattle, but human beings also, 
meer with the same treatment for careless trespass while fishing on a 
river, the fine is to the anmiint of Rs. h. The total amount in the 
form of fines, etc., for illicit grazing and illicit fishing, etc., in 1935- 
3fi was as high a figure as Rs. 27,590 in Jalpaiguri district alone. 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Maulana MD. MANIRUIZAMAN ISLAMABADI: I heg to move 
that the demand under the head “10 — Forests*' be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Forest TORI 9^1 SC tCTOTK 

dm Banotion 10!) Rs. cut sp^ 

I SP5R Forest SWTTOT, fin 

aTwiHfcm t um sm uroc— mr sixe* to fro 

Forest mm, TOTTO al aro tow TOltir Forest 

fwm TOT fro aro. aero aro mm, m 

AKlstnii atfa ifeacf tot ^ House dH member 
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•>cwr*( nrlwat jum ito ^ at Gvilisod Cbimfiy 

Civilized Government 4?[ «PrtPC ^ a&T nj*w1* 4^ ^RTOTI 

Assembly ?[ Session «(r?W ^sira * 17 ^ «nf*[ district as 

HioyiTHs r s *w;;sT anj fnsrfisnsi cwtr a^ ms; mcis; cnm? fssf^ aro 
sa sa car^ sitsr axwf i mfse cmcrcs fmtrtimsi wro car^ wc mfw cs 
Assembly s (m5; sR^f’mas) aasR cs* 3R[ cnfmrrcvs oas eifs ^ afea wramw 
eofasr msOT fsfssr sfsa. msrwr ismiiRs s?cas arfsnl »i;sTCa mfsai sjt Forest 
atca fas sT^s;;cs cat 0TS s(sfmai Forest as ac»a areas cars siti amws 
as fscHcss arajas sefs m ss car afsmcss fsai> aftca sc^sTsm aesT cara; Forsstasc 
faalsTSTsa .arsrsr snr sr\ f¥>a Forest fsarcas a*sWtsr a^q; mar mart 
afssTS 5RT, sissfsa carafsaca fsemfsa atssrs sisr arsrcHS sr^, fal>TS sraa, as; atsr 
5isr5ifs acsi arcss aaa't;ta a;*ar CT*i.Trss area arcs, otoss arsics; alsshT^'^ afssr 
cress cs cars carcas as; atsr arsis cssi cassr cars; st^k^ F orest a fasifsai 
acs^ stca fas aita a;;cs arsreas frocas !Rfaca as; 5fscs — arsre sfssr arsis ®ftsr 
sites I as;a asmrs sisafsa fscas s^itpsr arais ars Sars fa? area s;pts har 
sisT area ait cisicas fssr as; iraitsr atsr aicai aisicas fscsis srtas s*ia sr ai^r 
aifijsrs Sais sit i af*s Forest fsarcas cara sfasr W “caiasr arsicss Forest 
stca aaitr sr sVi arfSsis v* aasrs »s1ars afsca car sifsapi fssr san swears 
alssa s^o 1^0 ico^ 5rar sifsaiar faca SSI atsaa tqjr aa$T case as; ss; css? 
stsr area I aits a;fasifsara cs Forest fsarcas aisaray scsias stairs 
sitess, arts aTsica Bitaamgir, sfssssas «s^ asaait>r airs srtsr cat m fas&ls 
asarr afss<s afssis sisr crisis afssifsaisi fa^ fafs $as fssrficas-~*‘ar?s 
aas srtca arfscafs sr, sas arts sits aas aiasrca aiisits*’ i aar stcacs at cs 
taaisars caira ass ajsras aan^irss aar ^fasr fasres, srsrs siarr^Tss ssca ass 
cass arsrsT Forest «fis aariCTcss asrt fsssia aifscats i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, can you finish in three minutes time? 

Mr, J. N. GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I rise on this occasion not 
to discuss the budget but to make certain suggestions to Government, 
•o (hat they may earn a decent income. In the past, the policy of 
the Government was to supply sleepers to the railway running in 
Bengal from the Bengal forests. But since the introduction of the 
India Stores Department, that control has l>een transferred to the 
India Government. The result is that the railway running in Bengal 
are not taking out sleepers but are getting their supplies from the 
Punjab and other places. Consequently, the Forest Department in 
Bengal is losing much income. And unemployment among carpen^ 
ters 6aw<men, cart-men and khalasis is increasing daily, because 
there is no work 'in the forests regarding manufacturing of sleepers. 
So 1 suggest to this Government to move the Government of India to 
rule that so long as the Bengal Forests can supply the sleepers, the 
railways running ih Bengal must take their supplies from this |>ro- 
vificct and 1 hope that this will not only increase ths incothe cf A# 
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Bengal, 43oTeni|Bent, Forest Department, but at the same time it will* 
ndnce itta unemployment in Bengal. 

AI*H«] Mwima Or. SANAULLAH: I rise to endorse all the state- 
ments made by Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed dnd Ma^^lana Md. 
HuLinuoaman lalamabadi, regarding the maladministration of tba 
Forest Department in the district of Chittagong. Though the entire 
district has been protesting in one voice, even occasionally has been 
dragged to desparation for some years past we have not as yet been 
able to get any redress from the Minister in charge of the Forest 
Department. The Hon*hle Minister was pleased to infornj me that 
be was gracious enough simplj' to issue in Bengali some cards of the 
Department which were formerly used to be issued in English. The 
poor peasants in the forest area are ignorant and illiterate. 

Taking advantage at their illileracy the Forest Guards who are ill 
paid and lowly paid, oppress Ihem with these English Cards. The 
illiterate people cannot find a single man in the whole village who 
could read English, taking advanUige of this, the Forests Guards go 
to the villagers and tell them “here you are, here is the summons 
foi you to take, you are arrested, you are to appear before the Forest 
0^fiee^*^ The people, because they do not know English, have to bow 
down before the oppressing Foiest Guards. As ordered by the Forest 
Guards, they cannot afford to go to the distant district headquarters 
to appear before the Magistrate, because to do so the poor people 
will have Ui spend for conveyance and legal fee, etc., 10 to 15 rupees. 
So they say to Fore.st Guards “you can take some money, hut do not 
harass us.” In this way they exact 4 to 5 rupees from each one of 
them. By so doing they are reducing the revenues of the Government 
and filling their own pockets. In this re.spect I want to cite a few 
instances : 

One Forest Guard of Narayanhat Centre used to take milk from 
a poor cultivator and did not pay anything at all when asked for 
money and not only that, the site of Narayanliat forest Bunglow 
belonging to some poor people was forcibly acquired by them and this 
information was elicited by me in reply to my question, from the 
Department who admitted it. Up till now, they have not paid the 
money. And as there is no Engineering Department attached to the 
Forest Department, they get their works done by the forced labour of 
the local people. We wanted protection for poor people and Goveni- 
xnent have given protection to the rhinoceroses at the cost of the 
peasants. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limi| resumed his seat.) 

THe Hon’Me Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUTS Sir, Khan Bahadur 
fa||d^din Ahmed spoke about the forest policy sand the oppreuioii 
hf the Forest Guards which is going on in Chittagong. Well, Six 
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* it if only in 1925, as I said, that this was handed over to the Forest 
Department by the khas mahal with a view to get better management 
of the forest. The idea was to preserve these forests for 
the benefit of the local people and he thinks now that these forests 
can w?ll«be handed over to the khas mahal again. 1 do not realise 
the meaning of it when he says that there is a technical department and 
the technical department knows how to manage the forests and how 
to preserve them and help to serve the local people. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; What is the 

techuioal question in these khasmaiial forests P 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Don’t put questions? They will 
be ill dif&culty and their office will crack. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: Is there any 

timber which is extracted from the khasmahalP 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, I think the 
Bhan Bahadur cannot deny that there is no technical question. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: I emphatically 
deny that there is no technical aspect. 

Tha Hon’hia Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: But these forests 
are there for the purpose of the benefit of the local people and that 
if these forests are badly managed, there will be no forest left — (Mr. 
Saa'IOSH Kumae Basu: For you to administer.) 

Mr. Khagendra Nath Das Gupta spoke about the Dooars where he 
alleged that jotes have been acquired for the purpose of afforestation, 
and that great hardship has been caused to the people of the locality. 
But can ha honestly say that the people have so far suffered as regards 
deoith of cultivable lands? He also referred to grazing lands and 
said that grazing lands are fast disappearing. But as far as I know, 
this is not correct. 

Dr. Sanaullah and Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamabad! spoke 
about the oppression of the Forest Department, but so far I have not 
heard fiou these hon’ble gentlemen of any specific case of oppression. 
If any specific case of oppression is brought to my notice, I shall be 
quite prepared to enquire into the matter. 

Sir, I do not Vhnt to say much about these cut motions as I feel 
that tber^ is not much substance behind them. I hope that, in view 
of the a.s8uranees that I have given, the hon’ble members will be pleased 
to see their way to withdraw their motions and not to press them to 
a division. 
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Tilt IIOll*llit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sii, I would not^bayt 
tsleryeuod in this debate hod it not been for the fact that I had thfr 
advantage of discussing the whole policy of Forest administration, 
especially as legards the district of Chittagong, with my esteemed 
fnend Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmad. I am gratefuh, Sir, for 
the very valuable suggestions that he has offered, and 1 can at once 
assure him and this .House that the present Government 
accept the principle that these forests exist for the beneht of 
the cultivators and not the cultivators for the benefit of the forests. 
(Cries of “Hear, hear*’). That principle. Sir, we admit and we are 
going to implement it to the fullest extent in our policy of forest 
adifiliiistration. 

Now, Sir, thfje are three points which have been raised, and to 
which I wish to refer very briefly because it is expected that Govern- 
ment win announce a policy with regard to these three points. 

Tim first point relates to the control of these forests, i.e., whether 
they should be controlled hy the khas mahal as before or whether 
they should be controlled by the Forest Department. I am not going, 
Sir. to stand on technicalities. It may be that the khas mahal 
administration is slacker and therefore more popular, or it may be that 
the F'orest Department has not been able to administer the Depart- 
ment to the satisfaction of the local people. I do not think it neces- 
sary lo go into all these questions, but I will say this that we have 
had this point closely examined by a Special Officer, Mr. Stuart, who 
has submitted a report. That report has got to be considered, and 
I promise that I will consider the report of Mr. Stuart personally and 
will place it before the Cabinet with my own views on it. I hope that 
this will satisfy my friend Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmad. Further 
1 can as.sure the House that I shall place this matter l)efore the Cabinet 
as easily as possible. 

As regards the revision of rates. Sir, I submit to this House that 
is a matter which has got to be considered in consultation with the 
Revenue Department as well as the Forest Department, and, speaking 
personally, I do consider these rates to be abnormally high, and T 
think th>»l there is considerable room for reduction without detriment 
to the public revenues. If Government have not to suffer any appre- 
ciable loss of revenue, I do not see any reason why relief should not 
be given to the cultivators in the matter of lowering the rates. 

Now, Sir, as regards prosecutions that is a very difficult matter io 
deal with. When officers of the Forest Department have to deal with 
all kinds of hindrances, they may be upset and le^ to do things which 
they would hot ordinarily do under normal circumstances. It is 
quite likely that oppressions are committed more frequently in some 
areas as compared with others, I admit that needless prosecutions 
do exist, but I hope that the entire Department will not be condemned 
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beenitae one or two officers may aot have acted as they should have 
done# In any case, Sir, so far as these petty prosecutions are ooa^ 
oernedy we shall take care that they cease to exist and that the liber- 
ties of thf) people are not interfered with unnecessarily. 

Sir, 1 %ope that my friends Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmad and 
Eai Hurendra Nath Chaudhuri will be satisfied with what I have said. 
So far as the present policy of the Forest Department is concerned, 
and whirl! I have enunciated very briefly, I can assure the House 
that Government will see to it that it is acted upon liberally. I wjab 
the Ifouse to remember that this Department was so long admin is- 
teied os a^’Beserved Department of Government, and Hie policy of the 
Bengal Government was more or less framed under the direction of 
the Government of India. At the present moment, we are fully free 
from the control of the Government of India, but^w^Thave not yet been 
able tc tackle all the problems relating to Forest administration in the 
manner we want to do. The question of forest administration, Sir, 
is in many respects a very complicated one. On the one %and, 
forests are a fruitful source of revenue if they are properly managed. 
On the other hand, we cannot overlook the fact that the cultivators 
put forward certain claims which they think to be only natural. All 
these conflicting claims have got to be adjusted, and all that we can 
do to-day is to promise that, so far as we are concerned, we shall go 
thoroughly into the question of forest administration. The Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest Department will examine all ques- 
tions that have been raised in to-day’s debate as well as other ques- 
tions of major importance and I will help him in his work, and I 
hope that we shall be able to arrive at a satisfactory solution of the 
problems that beset the administration of forests. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Was not this promise mad« 
last year alsoP 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. Last year we 
promised that a committee would be appointed to go into the question 
of disforestation of certain districts in West Bengal, such as, Burdwan, 
Bankura, Birbhum — 

mai HARBNDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But that relatoi to 

afforestation P 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HU^I Tes, that is true, t>ut we 
have done nothing^-AO far as the Eastern Bengal districts are concemad. 

most satisfactory course would be for the Hon’ble Miniatar in 
obai^ to look into the question thoroughly, and, as I have already 
said, J will help hiin, if necessary. We have however, thai advanlige 
that Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed, Mauiana 
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lalamllMuii, and Dr. SanaoUah know a lot at>out local coiidition<| aa<f 
plDbielxui, and I am quite sure that with their help there will ^ no 
difleuHy at arriving at a satisfactory eolution of the whole problett. 
More than this at the present moment it is not possible for me to say, 
nor do I think, Sir, that you will give me the time to discuss the 
matter more fully. 

• 

I hope, Sir, that, in view of what I have said, none of these 
Bastions will be pressed to a division. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: In view of the 

assurances given by the Hon’ble Chief Minister 

Mr. BPEAKfeltr:^ No speech, please. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: No, Sir, I am' 
not ^bing to make any speech. I appreciate that until recently the 
forest policy of the Bengal Government was dictated to a certain extent 
by the Government of India, but since the llon’hle Chief Minister has 
promised to look into the whole question tlioixnighly and personally, I 
beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad that the 
demand under the head “10 — Forests” be reduced by Rs. 100 was, by 
leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Rai Ilarendra Natli Chaudhuri that the demand 
under the head ”10 — Forests” be reduced by Rs. 100 was put and lost. 

The motion of Maualiia Md. Maniruzzaman Islamabadi that the 
demand under the head “10 — Forests” be reduced by Rs. 100 was put 

and lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut that 
a sum of Rs. 12,45,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“10 — Forests” was then put and agreed to. 

i<37_Educatioii— Anglo-Indian and European.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommetjda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Be. 11,24,800 Ibe granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Educa- 
tion — ^Anglo-Indian and European.” 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: We now come to the half hour that 
ie hnnually allotted for attention to the education of an important 
aeetion of the community, and it would not be seembly if the oppor- 
tmHy were entirely neglected. I have been aaked*to say a few words. 

wili^be lew. With your permission I shall not move the motion 
27 
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"that stanAf against my name, but shall speak on the original motion. 
For \ have no complaints to make against Government. I speak for 
three purposes, to thank, to expound, to request. 

I would begin by thanking the Finance Minister who has dis- 
charged a» formal' and statutory obligation under the Constitution by 
bringing up the budget of this Department to the figure prescribed by 
the Government of India Act, as is explained in this Red Book. For 
discharging his formal and statutory obligation I offer him on behalf 
of the schools the proper amount of formal and statutory gratitude. 
The Constitution does not insist on the Finance Minister's stopping at 
the prescrdbed minimum. If next year he finds it convenient and 
possible to go beyond that figure there will be gratitude that is neither 
formal nor statutory. ^ 

Next I would thank the Premier who as h^d^of the Education 
Department and as Chairman of the Provincial Board that looks after 
these schools has arduous duties to perform. I thank also the Churches 
and missionary bodies of many countries without whose help there 
would be hardly any education for this community. And finally I 
would thank the teachers for their devoted service. 

I now oome to exposition. The proper title of this Department is 
the Department of Anglo-Indian and European Education, but the title 
of the schools is European schools and the officer in charge is the 
Inspector of European Schools. This is an amusing inconsistency in a 
sphere where there is little amusing, where nearly everything is con- 
sistently grim. These schools, called European schools, are schools 
for Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Indians, Parsis, Jews, Armenians, 
Chinese; in this department the word European receives its richest 
definition. I may remind you that about 25 per cent, of the boys aid 
girls in many of these schools are Indian boys and girls and soma of 
the teachers are Indians. Children and teachers who are Indians, ar® 
welcomed ; they meet with no difficulties or hostility. European idhioa* 
tion, that is the education of European children, must anywhere be « 
separate thing in a non-European country just because it derives much 
of its inspiration and impulse from the traditions of European culture 
and from the Christian faith. That must be accepted as a fundamental 
consideration. But here in Bengal these schools are on friendly terms 
^ with their environment. 

I have told you that about 25 per cent, of the children 'rflfco attend 
these schools are Indians. Many of the schools work under the TJniver- 
eity of Calcutta. I am asked to say a word of gratitude to the Univer- 
sity for its generosity to them in its regulations and practice, and to 
*^e Vice-Chancello» in person for the assistance and interest that h® 
tdways has for them. i 

Finally, I beg. ^ What I beg is the good will of all Indians towards 
this department and these schools. They are now under an Indiaii, 
our Premier; he is advised in doing this part of his work iQfr anboaid 



1938.] * DEMAND FOR GRANf. , 406 

^ • 

cf a 4oiea men and women, of whom besides himself four are membert 
of tKItt Assembly; the yioe-Chancelk)r, one member of the European 
group, two of the Anglo-Indian group. I hope therefore that the 
Assembly will appreciate that these schools are not something alie^, 
not something contrary to or indifferent to the general welfare of the 
province, but that their welfare and their happiness is a valuable con- 
tribution to the welfare and happiness of Bengal. 

TThe other day the Minister of Education was very generous towards 
a request for five lakhs and a special officer for the education of ona 
poor community. If that generous spirit still endures in J^im, may 1 
put forward a simikir request on l>ehalf of the educiition of another 
poor (immunity? These schools would delight in five lakhs and a 
special if it is difficult to give both they would gladly 

surrender the H[>e(;i4ii*officer in return for say another lakh, because they 
have an admirable Inspector <»f European vSchools. ^ 

May I say one word al>out what was being said when I came into 
the House yesterday? A member was asking a Minister whether he 
was aware that all Europeans in Bengal are fabulously wealthy. With 
sorrow T inform the House that I am acquainted with one exception. 
But anything given t4» these schools does not go even into the pockets 
of that one exception. When we use the word ‘European* in connec- 
tion with these schools we do not spwik of those Europeans who come 
to this country to work and someday go home again; who, however 
long they may be in this (X)untry, still inevitably and naturally think 
of Britain as their home. The Europeans here, in this department, as 
I have told you, are Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Chinese, Parsis, 
Armenians, Jews. The Europeans among them are the children of 
Europeans who perhaps have never seen the land from which I come, 
I)erMp8 are sons of families who for generations have not seen Europe. 

^, |.hank all for the help you give this department. And once again 
I ash the good will of all Indians towards our European schools, 

tThe House was then adjourned for lf> minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

The Mr. A. K. FAZtUL HUQ: Sir, in the speech deli- 

vered bj^^iy friend Mr. Wordsworth there was no attack and there- 
fore I do not think that I am required to put up any defence. I 
entirely agree with Mr. Wordsworth that the Statutory Committee 
for advising on European and Anglo-Indian education has been doings 
splendid work suggesting methods for the improvement of education 
and for attendSng to the needs of these two communities from time to 
tiiae in a manner enitoble to the requirements ot, those communitiee. 
There is only one point in his speech to which I wish to refer and 
tlini#ei7^;|»riefiy, i.e., with regard to the education of the Anglo-Indian 
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loonmhuiity. I am prepared to admit that the Aaglo-Indian com- 
touBity deserves some special treatment because as a community the 
Anglo-Indians are not very wealthy and the education of their 
otildren hampeied by various considerations over which they have 
got no control. Up to the present moment no specific grievanae has 
Ibeen put forward and the Inspector of European and Anglo-Indian 
Education, Dr. Thomas, who is very much vigilant, up to now pointed 
i(mt no defect in the system. If and when any complaint is received 
ted suggestions are put forward, I am sure the Board will consider 
those suggestions and recommend such action as may be thought 
necessary for the consideration of Government. I thank Mr. Words- 
worth who unfortunately is not present here for having brought his 
motion in order to emphasise the good work that is lhri-?*3one by the 
Board in its advisory capacity and by the Inspector who is especially 
entrusted with the task of looking after these special institutions and 
I hope that with constant co-operation between the Board of Control 
of Anglo-Indian Education and Government the two communities 
will receive the fullest measure of attention in regard to the education 
of their children. 

The motion of the HQn’'ble Mr. A. E. Fazlul ITuq that a sum of 
Bs. 11,24,800 be granted for expenditure under the head *‘37 — Educa- 
tion — Anglo-Indian and European’^ was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon*ble Nawrab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Bs. 16,61,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
« 43 — Industries — Industries'', 

ain, HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR : mm, ^ 

I beg to move that the demand for a sum of Bs. 15,61,000 for 
expenditure under the head *‘43 — Industries — Industries" be reduced 
by Bs. 100, for failure to lay down a scheme for all-round and syste- 
matic development of cottage and small industries. 

HWlfl i>iobr Statement CVTT# fSm. 

m Sts<jment m CVTTJt CW 

Scheme CVTT? « CTl 

^ mu. CtPrt? mi? ( Cottage Industry ) 

TOil? fHCaftC^R, fJWlTOt BRT ^ HW <1 aiTOT 

pTVTj i5f(T6 VT a^iiwcV'm brt b am vmrmf w*i1 vrwt cbt awr 

aramr otbwr? fvi: mm ^ ^ m mm wr mR cwr 

0^1 ten aTpaa 'Damra R?rr *(6 faar ^rar; 

BJt Rtiai fmm a® awa fte anara ^rar wi 

•acR mraial awa arraicS aarw acaca aa,ooo^ niGa aia acRipn pAcvc wat 
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SRR f«TO^ fOT 5ffWn?w iRT <1 ^crrt 

fCTO ft ^ ft crenfj 5 t^ ^ to TOf^**tr5R^ 

Statement f fgfq Sicfw uro' cfrroi 

’If mcf eoRWt « TO^ ^;;;cR TOnT^i to f^cror fc«(t ^sm 
CfTRR, fn ^ pwr TO <n?r fnfTO ficf fro cicrro w ygmMI 
RT5;:r’tn1^ iiraTO cfTc?[ 

RFIr W br RTCH TOTTO TOR CVlC<lCtH > 
C5TO ^ TOC? C? TOTO ^ RRTOtl 

TO frot TOC?F? fro I 551?^ TOT? TOTT TO?H 

RTfTfro a«Trnli *0?;:? fc? ?t, to;;? to ji^ot e 

3i^rcat 8CT? 5!TO TO a;^ to TO; t?r *c;5ti fro? hjjt, 

iO!r!^*S<j[#H^ TOCf «fRf I ^ ?tcf *q^ ♦R>f TO S[1?Cf JQiJT? TO«r ffCr 
Rf*TO TO« ??tit fTTO ^ SICTOR « TO i 8RR? b TO TO ft 

TOTO TORT H^'*5te TORTC? ifTCf I SWTO ’tWRTOC? ilf TOR? o rf?i ( r c « l TOf 
RrRf?«n TO? ’fC‘Tl TO? «inf?lHOeiR «TO 5R?1 SiR^fH? TO51 ^[RjfH? ?f 
?'Cf TO?r e TO? S'llKK f?T? aRtf? TOt f*TOI CTOR f?BRf 

TO croc? ff aifTTO ?’Cf TO <af stoto ^8 ?*(>r sr? 4?^ ’i;;f*i> R[t? ero i 

to:? ?f? ?:fR e «»rff? TOTRT TO?? TOT??T? f ’C? RT'Cf g C?(aH * l? fff??- 

’T^a? C?T*C? f?R TO TO TO TO? TORf TO ?r I 

to: TOf, a^c? ?:c?, ^ac?? c? ?Rff isit ^51<iT*'i«n cnit a^WJ? Rrofro 
1 <ilt TOf®? ?iTs 5SH TOC? ?*![fwi ?*jrfTO?? HI?IC?1 aCf TOtCf C?TO TO 
f?c«: a^f ?^OT TOi c(fa? afrofRcr ?*QfTO?? to?i 

??T*r? f*r? Statement a ST^CM? v^CST? C?TC?CIC? “ Agricultural is 
seasonal and, thus, the agriculturist has several months of enforced idleness,** 
C*ft?f?^ TOflf 1 C(fa? f?f TOTf TO TOC C?TO TOCf ?r?T”) I a:®?K at TOTOT ?r 
c<#lir HHHIl? SdfTO ^eWroi ^l>l?f*tC??? TOT ?TO?^fWt STOl TOTCH? 
CTO? TOtW at CTOTTVI ?TOIRfTO(? ?r f??c? to:< 5to1?i 

RTO TOfC?*^ f^Rf? TOC^ vWf? ^ 5^5? TO f???^ SHt? Mn?R TOC??1 
fT?R?? C?f??C? fT???r6 f ?>to ?R?? ?T I *T:?: f*R15? ?T?C^ ??, ?RC11 '' 

TO? TO TOHR ? «n? 5TTO ??TR TOCTTl TOR? TOC?? flff TO? Sn? 

fTOTR f?fT?1 TOR?T? ?HRl TOtfl TOR?? 6 tTR?? TOT fJPTf g *I CH? 5Tf 
Mm TO,;?TO c?<t, TO TOTC?? ijTf ?Rgr c?’i1, ?to *t;RTi croc ^ ?? 
f???^ fro?? ?TCf ?T? TOT ?*nfTO?? 5RT 5?IH\t? Stfft fCTOT TOE? 
TOR?T tTOR TO ^br flfiT? a?^ fTOR ^ ?;?r? TO "(Tw-fTfff ?CR? TORT 
RTCRl Rl?u»wi TOi ?r?W? fit C?r? TOPf ?f?R5R. ft?? TOR? C?TO TO ?R«C8’ 
«IR »tfl? RTfTOT? TO f??J^ «rff? TO ?T?Rr »to 1 Q ? RflCfn? 

TO C5^ CTO? ?;fTO C5^l 

^ tore?? Statement a? acTOf? f??i RRTOan; TO? n?i erf? TO sf; 
•w TO Statemmit a? ?r?r ^in?Ttc*n? aff?^i atit? mcTO at c?iii;cf 



40S 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. [25th M**,, 

•Clfs OTW CTTO V 5)0 TO 21*? *TOWT 8TTO 

' >TO? $* fTmro 4iwn t l ftOT * rt cyrTg gwro ^ tor? ^ 

) *Rci[c^[ !*r*wrr?( ^’pcwt^ k * v 5 ’iitft i ^rr\Brr ww ^^?icr *t?pni[ w 

firf=W SCI^BR' OTTO kOl^8 2fTO fSCf^ ^*?TinTO griTO SP^ ?TO •CTTOl PTO* 4^'MR 
*nTOid? TO ^TTO •droA ^rct^ OT^^■ «to *nTOi cnro otto 

*C;?[T?R Tw C^ii^Tsi. TO" ^«R6 *F*TO WTO OTill TO TOl «TO 

^^1^8 to 5t5( nf3TO TOW? *nt^n?w f8to wwroro «?TOr ^51 to to 
•rnro i < 5 * 1^(418 to to i 

(^) 

ik) TO»TO, 

(0) , 

(8) ^W, 

(a) ’TTC^ fiRto. 

(5>) SP^ 

^OTTf*? TOF5TTO TO5TTO f»P®f TO*5 WTO ^TOT TO TO ; f^TO 1 

^ni *?^ toih;c<< ^mni toj«( to "mro to? to* 5 "nxitroijT 

WTOT8 tr TOI ^FtoR TO ®lT^® TO I 'TOT® TO TO «Ci^TO TO C^TtfVTOl 

W’nrosT w?r taspl^ cifpro? 4i^ fOTi^ y^dtro^ is^ ^ii» 8p| 

W»T •^TO W®i *1*1 TO' WWTO5 f*?TOPT TOTT ^ TO*tTO?( WTOi 

,wto TOT =m TO*?n;^ srt 5?^ totto (5tw 

TO^, TO« TOR tort*? tR^ ^’TO to»r toro to« to:r 

TO «[STO ^*TO CTOR SntR RT I 

<U'Siti) Industrial intolligence branch <a?[ nto'^THT TOT TO I dlC?? 
TOfro intelligonoe *35 W5TO TOTO OTT^ TO*T ?P?TOr<r WTOb OTR 

intellig(Uico branch 3rc«d 1. B. TORTO, intelligence branch 4?[ TO 

f^ TTOl WTO *?^ CW81 member W? ©fTTO I5to?l TOTOTO TOT 

<TOT TO ^«fT *RTO1 W5^?: intelligence branch TO <£l^ adiot 

^nch RTTO TO!I15TT WTO I 

RTOTC. H[*QH'\Sflfl STCTO’ CHlTOl “No confidence*’ <ii^ CTO 

OTfto TORI iTnirr »prto^ tor Rf*?rwi u? tot 

TOR R^!> »W ^ CW’CSl CTO C9W TO^ C^ fTO CR<t to ?PWr TO RT. OTTO TOTRI. 
Ri? CTO TOC518 TO torto 8R8t TO^rs <c[tor •rcr^ i 

♦TO tr *rp? TO^ TO CTOT « OTRtCR5 CR &Rlt>ifR (UTR TO STO) Cr^to RS; 
RJR CTO m ^RCOTR TOjtCTOl ?TOf OT? TO TOTO OTPW to TOTOF TO 
Political Prisonera*' CRCI R^fOTHR 9 CTOTO RttoTO TOH *Qto1?r RJN? 

WTO^ TOT^ RTO TOCIR I TO ^l( WTO Political Prisoners CRCW Politioil 
Priaoner TO ^fWgfR wtto Hto*9 Rl TOTO TO CTO rci tori toj 

TOte ITOICR RW CTO;R toto TOCIR <31 Assembly ? W:R9 CRIRT, WTO f 
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^ cfTOT *if*a*[*^ ^ ?niror ♦(tcw ¥T0«tRi 

friific^ ^ f«(nR:f I* «(Tnrv 1 « *115 ?t«r 

‘^^wr^wnrr, P(R(r 

M*r[ ^cr*t1’* 

CRl W4 ^ ^»Qn[t ^(TOS f^Rl«T ff^ CTOf I 

wmst «W4 «rptWR 5['nF srr c^rtsTron ^f«cn[ acn 

>^i[r«t €rc*i Mottos wtr CHtiiHi ^i Mroft 

«(RT? CTO 

“<c*hkimk; r* 

mK%BDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Ml. Speaker, Sir. Before I 
begin, I slioW^ IjJ^e to thank Ihe Hon’ble Minister once more for having 
taken u« into his caufidenee and for eireulaiing his plan of action 
among the members of the House. 1 hope the other Ministers will 
emulate his example. 

The industrial progress of u country, Sir, tlepends on the success- 
ful operation of its ‘Key’ industries. The term ‘Key’ or ‘Basic 
Industry’, is generally used to denote an industry, the products of which 
supply the primary and essential raw materials to various other indus- 
tries and particularly to such as are recpiired for purposes of national 
defence. In every industrially progressive country ‘Key’ industries 
are recognised as the life blood of the nation and tlieir establishment 
is i^ncouraged with substantial state aid, eitlier by the grant of 
""Prob'ction or by Subsidy. l*ix)tectiou may, in theory, be regarded as 
undesirable, as it might raise the cost of raw material in a number 
of industries. It that be the case, then, a bounty lather than a 
protective tariff may be the better way of assisting basic industries. 
This theoretical principle is not adopted uniformly. National 
Economics, rather than the economics of a particular industry, are the 
criterion and govern the decision. The selection of industries, as 
deserving of special consideration of Governments, is made with care 
and vigilance, for, almost every industry may <leinand siM*cial recogrn- ^ 
tion on the plea that in some sense or the other, it is a basic iiidustiy.” 

Colossal sums are being spent feverishly by nations to maintain 
preparedness. While armaments are indispensable in warfare, the 
need for industrial preparedness and the maintenance of an efficient 
system of production is no less imperative. The last Great War was 
forced to a conclusion not so much by the power of arms as by the 
result of an effective blockade cutting out all supplies from outside. 

for shedding blood take place at long intervals but an economic 
war is an^everj^day occurrence. Industrial preparedness presupposes 
industrial self-sufficiency, that is, the capacity to feed all the essen- 
tial industries of the country with their basic raw material, for which 
substitutes are not known or cannot easily be found. Let alone, 
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BeDgail, uo part of India liaa yet attained this capacity and our 
depeadanoe on foreign supplies, for working opr <^ef industries, 
expose the country to grave and serious risks in peace no less than in 
war. There can be no difference of opinion as to the necessity of 
ending this state of things with the least possible delay, ani 4he surest 
way to do it is to help establish in the land some of the principal key 
industries on a sufficiently large scale to meet normal demands with 
possibilities for expansion to cope with extraordinary demands Is and 
when the need arises. During the last Great War when the 
purees of foreign supplies were cut off, all the important 
industiies in India, were faced with a calamity the like of which had 
not been witnessed before. Their precarious position, the shaky 
foundaiious on which they had been built and the utter fujtiJ^Cy of 
efforts made for developing them on sound lines, with^t^fft establish- 
ing key industries, became prominently manifest, as the time. Had 
the war protracted a little longer there was no doubt that the whole 
industrial structure of the country, in which millions and millions 
of rupees had been invested, would have collapsed. 

It is now nearly two decades that the report of the Indian Indus- 
trial Commission, was published, and during this period considerable 
expansion of Indian industries has taken place. But reliable informa* 
tion, regarding the extent to which Indian industries have been 
made independent of foreign supplies, is still not available. In 
order, therefore, to see that the tragedy of war-time is not repeated 
in case foreign supplies are stopped, for some reason or the other, ibe 
consideration of ways and means for the estaiblishment of key indu.^tries 
seems to be a matter of vital importance. The Commission, drew point- 
ed attention to the “lengtliy and ominous list of industries wliich, 
though their products are essential alike in peace and war, are lacking 
in this country”. 

India is reputed to be extraordinarily favoured in the matter of 
natural resources and possesses considerable facilities and scope for the 
manufacture, inside tlie country, of most of the important prime 
materials required by Indian industries. Nations less favoured than 
Indio, ill this respect, have, however, built up their key industries, the 
State sujqdying the initiative and making up, by means of subsidies 
and safeguarding measures, what Nature had not blessed them with. 
The heavy chemical industries, the iron and steel and the non-ferrous 
metal industries, extract of oils from the coal, coal tar and mineral flril 
industries, are instances of key industries, the establishment of which 
cannot brook delay. On their operation the successful working of 
industries such as jute, tea, cotton textiles, paper, soap, glass and a 
variety of other industries, chiefly depend. Those who have given the 
matter their serious thought cannoj; resist the conclusion that the dis- 
appointingly slow pace of progress of industries in Bengal, is due, 
chiefly, to the absence of key mdu.stries. It is high time that an 
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isves^glttion were made to examine in the first instance, the possi; 
bilitias of development of such key industries for whiob the necessity is 
urgent andl the resources of the province, adequate for the supply of 
their raw material or can be made so without any extraordinary effort. 

In India, the policy of the Government, with rtjgard to^key indus- 
tries, is still undefined. One need not go far to find the reason. It 
is expjained in one word “British Connexion’\ India must remain 
the market for the manufactured goods exported by England. If India 
began to manufacture, England would suffer and, therefore, she must 
"not be allowed to emerge from a raw material. producing country into 
an industrial one. The tragedy of it is that Japan runs^nway with 
the ^jream. Possessing climates of all the awnes, India can become 
the of the world and her sons happy but in 

the interest ot^’British industries she must remain the hewer of wood 
and drawer of watdV* among the nations of the world. The Fiscal 
Commission gave qualified support to the proposal that India’s basic 
industries should Ibe protected. The conditions, under which the Tariff 
Board works, are rigid and inelastic. The grant of protection to any 
industry seeking it, must satisfy (?) that India possesses natural 
advantages for the industry; (li) that the industry' must be one that 
"is unlikely to develop without initial protection; and (Hi) that the 
Industry must be one which is likely, eventually, to be able to pnuliice 
at a profit without governmental aid. So far, very few key industries 
have Ih'cii able to obtain protection after satisfying these three condi- 
tions. The Steel and Iron Industry and the Cotton Textile Induhtrv 
are probably the only two prominent basic industries that have Imh'U 
favoured with proterition. Glass, minerals, heavy chemicals, lubiicat- 
ing oils and others, still remain outside the pale of ])rotec1 ion. 
In Bengal, exce])t for the meagre possibilities visualized by the 
State Aid to Industries Act and the Industrial Credit Syndicate, with 
both of which I am associated, nothing seems to have been done to 
make the pi-ovince self-sufficient industrially. It may not he possible 
to isolate Bengal, for, the problem is Indiawide, but there is nothing 
to hinder my friend the Hon’ble Minister to sponsor the task and induce 
the Central Government to take up the problem seriously and in Tiifht 
earnest. 


The investigation should l>e undertaken by a l>ody of men who are 
in a position to take a sufficiently long view of the situation and are 
flso able to bring to bear on it the benefits of their long experience and 
intimate knowledge of matters industrial. This Committee of Experts 
— scientific, tecbnical, industrial and financial — should be free to co- 
opt special representatives as and when they excqnine particular lines 
of industries. The inquiry by the proposed Committee had better be 
preceded by the collation of existing information relating to the kind 
and quality of the resources which can be used as basic raw material 
for the industries, their source and availability, the possibilities of 
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development, whether they are utilised at present and,. if so, to what 
extent, and whether the supply is capable of immediate extension 
without raising the cost of production, unduly. It will be for this 
Committee, which should consist of the Director of Geogical Surgey, 
the Director of Botanical Survey, Directors of Industries and the 
Heads of the Forest Department and others, to examine Whether the 
conditions as disclosed by the preliminary survey are favourabje' for 
the establishment of key industries. In case, however, the existing 
state of things be found to be not suitable for the immediate launching 
of schemes for the establishment of key industries they will examine 
the factors that operate againsi such development and suggest ways 
and means for overcoming them. The Industrial Commission^ e^mined 
the question of founding such indu.siries in India^ as woul^iw^sume 
locally available material and they held that there considerable 
scope for progress in this direction. In any scheme for the develop- 
ment of key industries, steps should be taken to minimise over-produc- 
tion and ruinous competition by measures such as the issuing of licenses 
and keeping a watchful eye over them constantly. The generation of 
cheap electricity all over the province, will also have to be studied care- 
fully and with special reference to its utilization in the furtherance of 
the object in view. 

I shall not waste the time of the House any longer. By safeguard* 
ing our key industries we ahull be aafeguaiding the good fortune of 
our nation. With the new constitution, there is a new outlook in 
the land. I feel certain, Sir, that bankers, finaneers, industrialists 
und almost everyone who lias the betterment of India at lieart will 
come forward to assist the Government, if it will only make a move. 
The problem of key indnsiries, if laekled properly will open up new 
avenues of oo-operatioii between the Government and the Public. The 
opportunity which has presented itself to us now should not he missed. 
I hope my liumble voie.e will not be a cry in the wilderness. I hope 
steps will bo taken to encourage not only cottage industries, not only 
the existing other industries which bring some piosperity to Bengal 
but delermincd efforts will he made to establish tliose mother industries 
wher(‘v«*i‘ possible. 


F. T. tHOMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have read with greatest 
interest the statement issued hv the Ilon'ble Minister which has been: 
circulated to this House. In my remarks I want to confine mySelf 
mainly to the heavy industries which the Hon’ble Minister terms as 
key industries. ^He ^refers in paragraph 16 of his statement to the 
supply^ of energy,, either electrical oF"lnwhanical, in connection with 
key industries and I assume, he means that cheap supplies of energy 
must be made available. The problem my mind goes much further 
than this. It is a combined one of availabilih* of power and also 
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of 6i|f6 of transport. We find most of the heavy industries concen- 
tt»ted in and Hfround Calcutta, the reason beinpr that neaf Caleutta* 
and Howrah we have a wonderfuLvaterwa^^ which gives us easy ^trans- 
port for the goods which are prepared in and around Calcutta. We 
have heard from the Ilon’hle Ministers that they . contemplate an 
electHcal survey of the province and perhaps if cheap electrical power 
beconSes more generally available and provided also that transport 
facilities are available, we *might see developments whereby the in- 
dustries will stretch further out into the province where at present 
they are praotically undeveloped. It is gratifying to note that cer^ 
tain industries have l)een started within the last few years 
amon^t^ which T would mention rubber factories, film studios, — we 
^ have nb^a thriving indigenous industry, manufacturing films for 
our local cTn^nv^house'^ — and also chemical works. Tlioy are, as fai 
as I am aware, the nmin industries which have been started here dur- 
ing the last f(‘w years. Perhaps there is nothing ver>' constructive 
in what I have put forward so far. But T can suggest to the Hon'ble 
Minister a line of development which, as far ns T am aware, has not 
hitherto received any attention at all. We have agricultural pro- 
ducts in tlii'i country growing in abundance. There are cocoanuts 
which grow in ever>'’ corner of the c'ountry, mnngo(*s which are culti- 
vated to some extent but wliicli are ca]»able of much more improve- 
ment than at iirestnt, and also oranges. There is very little export 
of these products. At the same time, within tlje last few years, we 
have had a sugar industry started in India whereby nearly all the 
sugar used in this < ()untry is now produeed here, whereas in the past^ 
nearly all oF it imported. And T would suggest tliere is a possibility 
of preserving tliese produ<'ts in the country so that we may export 
them, whereas at present (bey are not exported. The excess of ex- 
ports over imi>orts for the country as a wliole amounts to approxi- 
mately 77 crores of rupees, roughly Rs. 2 per head of the popula- 
tion of India, and I do suggest that it is possible to incraase that by 
increasing our exports. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there are two cut motions 
in my name, namely, the cut motions Nos. 283 and 284, but I move 
only motion No. 283, x.c., the sum of Rs. 15,61,000 under the head 
*‘43 — Industries — Industries*' be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise discus- 
sion on the inadequacy of “Fishery" grant. 

At the outset Mr. Siddiqi showered thanks to the Hon'ble Minis- 
ter for his. issue of the statement. But, Sir, if that is the criterion 
of showering thanks, Mr. Siddiqi will get tired oj showering thanks, 
as we expect many empty statements. At present, Sir, I reserve my 
thanks and^they will be given to the Nawab Bahadur if he really does 
something to this Department. During this sessiyn there was one 
Bill^ namely, the Bhinooeros Bill. As Rhinoceros is going to be 
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.extinct that Bill was necessary. So also as some speciel of fish ^re 
goin^ to be extiiact in this Province, a Bill is necessHaJl^ to the effact 
that people will not be allowed to catch some species of fish during 
some months of the year, and that will increase the number of fish. 
No other province in India is so much interwoven with river as the 
Province of Bengal and still the fisheries section of the Department 
of Industries is most neglected though it has a very bright future. 
Since the very beginning of the session we have heard that Govern- 
ment was going to start the fishery industry in right earnest, but 
from the statement issued by the Hon’hle Minister, it -appears that 
he has not yet got the report from the expert, and he did not make 
any provision for this industry in the Budget this year. Are ve to 
understand that the expert is not going to submit his^r^pm this 
year too ? 


Even, if we do not get an expert’s opinion, we can do some work in 
this department. Take for example the pisciculture or the rearing of 
fishes. I do not know of the existence of any Fry Distributing centre 
in Bengal. In 1936 the Behai Government had 2,72,100 Fry Distri- 
buting centres throughout the whole j^rovince. Fishes can be reared 
both in tlie rivers as well as in the tanks. A great portion of un- 
employment of Bengal would be solved if the pisciculture would be 

introdu(!ed in this province. The art of drying fishes is most needed 
in the Province. Some people of Bengal take dried fishes where 
fresh fishes are not always availahle, and tlie dry fishes are imported 
from other provinces. Bengal ahoun^s in fishes, s]>ecially Hilsha 
fishes. If scientifically this fish could be preserv^ed, it can safely be 
exyiorted to other tonntries, and the lute of fishermen would have lieen 
qjtherwise to-day. Foi lack of organisation of market for disposal of 
fishes, the business of selling fishes is not a profitable one. Goveriu 

inent should fake i)roj)er steps in this direction and for this no expert 

opinion is necessary. 

There is no fishery institution in this Province, and as such the 
industry of fisheries was neglected. To avoid this difficulty a big 
Zamindar of Mehran in Matlab police-station within the district^ of 
Tipperah donated a very big sum towards the construction of a fishery 
school there. The Hon ’hie Finance Minister also went to that plkce 
to lay the foundation stone. The building is now ready, but I do 
not know whether the Government will be coming up with a grafit 
for the upkeep of the school for the education of boys of all communi- 
ties. This place is situated in a place suitable for fishery mearchas 
surrounded by riyjem. 

Instead of wasting time for a comprehensive report of the expert 
from Madras, it is high time to start work in this industry. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion. 
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SUK | | | |iAR DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I like to associate* 
mjfieit with tne cut motion moved by my friend Mrsr Mazumdar. * In 
this oonnectiou I cannot too severely condemn the Industries Depart- 
loent for its utter inefficiency in tackling the vital problem of the 
development of village cottage industries. It is really disgraceful Oiat 
the department has achieved nothing since its inception. We of ooui*se 
Bometimes read in the papers of the splendid achievements of the 
Department, but later on only to be bewildered by contradictions from 
responsible agencies to learn that these achievements are more of a 
myth than a reality. I personally know three of these demonstration 
parties to which we give shelter in our municipality, and I -0011 assure 
the S^use that not a single person materially benefited by these demon- 
stMtionpftwti^^g^ Th sooner this mock show is closed down the better. 

The Department ^etrays absolute lack of imaginaiion and a solid 
grasp of the village conditions. In this connection I want to draw 
the attention of the House to the grave charges against the Director 
of Industries by Mr. Justice Kdgley in the election case of Sir Faroqui. 
May I ask the Government whether they have taken any steps on the 
Endings of the Court, or the Director of the Industries enjoys the 
same protection from his present master as he did from his past one. 

I would ask the Hon’ble Minister if he really wants to do s(»mething 
for the development of cottage indii.^tries he should not depend only 
on the advice of his arm-chair departmental experts, but be should 
takn help from non-official agencies and try to formulate a stdieme for 
the develojjment of village industries of Bengal. 1 may mention 
hei'ein that the non-official organization like the village Cottage 
Industries Association under the able guidance of Mahatmuji is doing 
splendid work in these respects. In Bengal Sjt. Satisli Chandra Das 
Gupta, Dr. Profulla Chandra Ghose, and Mr. Profulla Chandra Sen 
are working on these lines, and we who are in touch with their acti- 
vities know how the economic distress of this country cun he removed 
to a certain extent ev<‘n with the limited resoim'es of a ]u ivate organi- 
sation. Our Finance Minister often deliglits in making comparisons 
with the Congress Ministries of the other Provinces. Will he now come 
forward and enlighten the Hon’ble Minister of the Industries of the 
tremendous strides the other Congress Provinces have made in this 
dir|etion! Even in Calcutta we have a marketing orgaiiizalioti of the 
TJnited Provinces Government, But alas! our Government is still 
sleeping over the matter a matter so important in the development of 
cottage industries. 

I also draw the attention of the House to the desirability of making 
all store pibrehases of the Government through th*e Industries Depart- 
ment instead of through the Indian Stores Department. Mr. Azizul 
Haque, the present Speaker, made such proposals to the Government 
in budg^ speech in 1930, but unfortunately Government has not 
takea any steps in the matter. These steps if taken will immensely 
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encourage the growth of the industries in thji^province.^ It 
wdSfo* then be possible for the Government to give eifect to a. policy 
of purchasing the products of the indigenous industries of the province 
for all Government purposes. Paper, pen knives, pencils and 
numerous* other slationeries are being manufactured in cottage indus- 
tries, and the Government' can very well make it a point to purchase 
the products of the cottage industries. A substantial portion of the 
cloth purchase (ian also be made from the handloom industries. In 
conclusion, I would ask the Government to take up seriously the re- 
organization of the village industries and iry their best to ameliorate 
the condition of the masses (applause from the Congress Benches). 

Mr. M. FARHAD RA2A CHOWDHURY: Sir, I-rfSrtTcon tribute 
something to the discussion generally, if it help's the industrialisation 
of the province in any way. Sir, I must be very brief as the time is 
too short. I must confess at the very oiHset that in spite of leaflets 
and statements issued for the general information from time to time, 
it is quite evident from the budget figures and proposals before the 
House, that the Industries Department has been still groping in the 
dark for a policy and therefore proposes now to undertake some schemes 
in desperately hopeless and aimless hurry. It goes to show that the 
Department has practically no settled and broad industrial autlook or 
any systematic progressive policy of its own. The inevitable result 
is that this thing or that thing is going to be undertaken so that the 
result of its experience may help to evolve a policy later on the pre- 
sumption that it is solving unemployment. All these prove that in 
spite of ample provisions for money in the Budget the “Direction’' is 
•almost impotent. ^ 

Sir, about 20 years ago, the Industries Department was created, 
end to-day it stands there where it was then, without any no- 
table achievement with any degree of appreciable result or success. 
The expert opinion of Mr. Hoogewerf in connection with cotton weaving 
industries at the Serampore Weaving Institute and that of 
Miss Cleghorn in respect of silks and Sericulture have not materialised 
yet. Model farms or Institutions as they exist for state policy in 
Germany, Jajmn or England have not been considered yet. 

Sir, industrial budget estimate for 1938-39 pfovides for about ISj 
lakhs of this sum, only the expenditure for the establishment of the 
department and travelling allowance of officers, etc., amounts to 10 
lakhs. The steredlyped grants-in-aid and scholarships -lor technical 
education is about 3 lakhs, and I leave it to the memb^"^l this House 
to judge what can be expected of such a Department for the develop- 
ment of the industrias with a meagre sum provided for the durftierance 
of industries for which only it exists. 
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the policy of the Department is entirel^ Wind and in a sinse 
baim. As for instance, it continues to ^ive a subsidy to tbe^^ktent 
of ItoAj8,000 a year to one and the only institution, vi*., the Home 
IndustHes Association, for the last 20 years in spite of its Marketing 
Officers and so grand and expensive a staff which,* curioufijy, has its 
duplicate for the same work in the (\>-operat ive Department. Again, 
it has provided a sum of Rs. 50,000 for an Industrial and Commercial 
Museum — practically a counterpart or duplicate of what has already 
been done by the Calcutta Corporation. It is whispered that a parti- 
cular man has also in view for this. These among others, can be 
singled out as the glaring instances whicli would strike evfn a casual 
obse^^r. Unfortunately, in spite of all activities of the Department 
for the'^iaij^ 20 years with a huge staff at its back, an industrial hand- 
book of any'ift^ription lias not yet come up for the benefit of the 
public in general. • 

Sir, taking all such circumstances into consideration, 1 suggest that 
there should be an Industrial Board to enquire into every detail of 
industrial schemes, not at the option of the Director of the Industries 
or his officers, but a Board to whicli it should be compulHory to refer 
every matter for recommendation and sam^tion before anything 
budgeted is definitely undertaken by the Department. All the pro- 
posals before us should, no further, be left to the officials or officers 
of the Department whose history of progressive realisation of schemes 
to their utter discredit consists practically of blank pages, for the 
last 20 years. This may only be remedied, if all the activities of 
the Department including the technical education, are fully considered 
by the proposed Industries Board which may consist of no less than 
15 members and of whom, say, 10 may lx* members of the legislature 
■epresenting the iraporfant groups and 5 may be representatives 
industries, captains of industries or the like. The proposed Ikiard may 
also have power to take in experts in specialised lines of tiidusfries for 
consultation, if necessary and when occasions would so demand. Other- 
wise, Sir, I am quite sure, money has a chance of being frittered away 
and schemes may be unsuccessful ultimately which none here with 
any sense of responsibility would undoubtedly like. 

Mittlvi MD. HASANUZZAMAN: Sir, what the Government has 
do4<S-#5r the development of the cottage industry — handloom weaving 
— up to date by the District and Peripatetic Weaving Schools we 
^^hly appreciate. But, I would like to point out one imporfant draw- 
back in the develc^ment of the hand-loom weaving as most of weavers 
use mill yaens 28. 1208., i.e., about 30 million •lbs. mill yarns are 
annually by them and the difficulties in getting mill yarns 

are numy. I ioileh only a few important points, vis, : — 

(t^ Th# w&Uage weavers are to purchase mill ^arns from the third 
hand at hi^h|y price. 
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(Hi) There being no Tantubai Samity in large iiumberB, the weavets 
sufPer a great loss for sale and supply. 

(iv) That there being about 1,92,440 weavers engaged in handloom 
industry, of whom 69 per cent, weave course counts and 31 
per cent, fine counts, the necessity of establishing a spinning 
mill is most keenly felt to supply yarns on cheap rate. 


I would, therefore, most respectfully urge on the Minister of 
Industries Mo take a note of it and try to establish a spinning mill, 
one in Chittagong at least, where cotton is available, and eric-my:.ge the 
local people to establish it and Government should half of 

the capitalised share to ensure the stability and good management of 
the company, and thus remove the long felt want of the poor weavers. 
The weavers nf Zarwargong in the district of Chittagong, and Shaha- 
bazpur in the district of Pabna, are doing wonderful work iii Bengal, 
for which the Director of Industries is to be congratulated. 

As regards the jute industry, 1 beg to suggest to the House tlie 
desirability of training the jute grower in the metliods of spinning 
and weaving guuuy bags, and then start a spinning mill to supply 
jute yarn to the growers in exchange of raw jute and staft sale and 
supply society for disposal of finished goods. I think if the sum of 
Rs. 1,50,000 allotted for jute Census and jute Restriction propaganda 
work, be spent for demonstration party, to teacli jute spinning and 
weaving, it would be well spent ior tlie development ol the Cottage 
Industry and for supplementing the income of jute growers and to 
give them some subsidiary occupation during recess time. 

Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA: mm, ^ e 

i hiw swr i wtr 
west enwrro 

nR mj Scmir mm Mm m\ 

mm cw ^ a? era mw wnl rar? 

«nir mm, m ms ^ rTrarro mm 

'twi 5t?rr i 

S'lrW 'tWl ractipt C (4115 3i;V[ 3so 

mm b ■TO ^rrai ^ ab sia[ tor c oi rar? «a«[r 

4f«ivn5T era fmm raef i fm w rara era« ¥fram 

{ refine ) nfrarff 'm? rai tR mm tma a 

era era rarra ^ craw cBinFRrr c^FTf^ rant rant ra ra, 
f^ltmeTOirac5t?teTO4« Ifpra cra?F^ w ^ra rar*cit^ 

' Ira Mm ^ eptnt mm rratrot Eift ura 

*tfWT CT raiFRi c^tTOst 4¥ra sf era ^^ra eisir* 8*nt as 
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CT#® ’iHUTO WTO 5RWl OTT^TO ¥Cf. W C>(t JWTO* 

cwfw upcnro wro stnrr f^icro ^nro 5 t^ y»^« »gwa w«*r cii 

wt'w^ 4cr ^ scwr f«(*n ^rrmw ^ to? wm 

WTO *nw TOW fw fCTw a? SR^ to e <w* fw $ anwr to 
fro^ aWTOi a«aw RTO faro^ TO «n1^ WR^ anr «(WTt At «iTW 
sfiTO TOW wtro ^ a^ WT^ a?F enror cro a^ ^arr wa wwf f 4wc *( 

«;;fTOi 5TO5( frofiTOi aw? a^R w‘«rff wl ar^aiw nm ww anrof^ 

rwto 08 8W 00 TOW ^WWl 5W 5W aW ^08^ 00 5W TOW Stto 

^ w*R a^ «w otr TOW l>T^ ctoI CRT wn c^ c^m i ow a’WOWl 
^08^ JTO ^ CTO aww 8W TOW aiW W*r 1 TO ac^icf snr bO 
TOT^^J^TO; ^ C?m TO aWW ^o 8^5 TOW (>WW, a^ CTO TOTOT 
nWCtH aiT^lW? CTO ^TTO CTOl ?T^ ?T^f? C^FTW C^^ — TOltW^ «KTOI 
aiTTO CTO?[ ?T^ fro ^ aw? a^ C?TO fTOW fTO HB n *C »rt 

a^ fro TOW TOW cro at croi fw cro cto, 

CTO. TOawwW ^\\\^ ?T^ a^CaiET aji^RF TO «(W ^OT mw I 

2rr^«rw crot c^toviI "twI iw aw 5? fwv^ <nw 1 ait jw — 

TOCW a:ifTO 0 TOT WTW— a;T5T 0 TOR TO a?r?I TO fTOC*W TO tTO TOTO 

TOTC? fM ?w «t;*T 5TO War w i awu toto Wti*? ^twwt tor^ cto^ *aw 
^ c?»R airfro TOaro to^t ?fto c?^ sit; toWTo c^ifro froi ir c*w 
JT ri anro 51 ^ aro to«w c5Ww fwro snwf^ arm cro a^ww aa aw ftw; 
oWt ft?awt «rrfi? c?»rlR TOy 3(;;c^ aw? arfrow cro at ?r intt? jtot f af fTOf 
«(?[ 5 P?t OTO ?TOl 

anaror wr to a^rro a^ w »(;;tor i ant*? toto sw* TOHTtcynnit 

w>*w ?i7nwR artal to^hI^to croff 1 ;8K8tT crow Ttor www 

Wl 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, we canuot hear anything 
of what the hon'ble member is saying on account of Dr. Sanyal's coo- 
versations with his friends. 


Or. NALINAK 8 HA 8 ANYAL: 1 am sorry, Sir, that I dmrted 
the hon'ble member’s attention, but the attention of all of us has 
been diverted by the way in which the Hon’ble Chief Minister is 
caressing and demonstrating his affection towards certain members. 
(Laughter.) 

Tilt Htffbli Mr. NAUm RANdAN SARKERs So, you are 

getting jealous! * 


Tilt Ntii*blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As^Pnme MinisUri||^^ 
have got the right to go tu t“y ptr* of this Chamber. 

S8 
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Mnilvi IDRIS AHMED MIA: nci nm ^pioST 

ciftsT OT c>ntn^ ^ i 

•rrttcrs srt ct? [uiT^tci Tbr*^ ww *n^rc^ro kt *nf?njr WRrtnpr 

••wmr ^mf5t ^ mi «(RTl«rfwtHr* pwtr c«wr fte«r cur m^R **SFm flw 
qcT ^g if tg ipri^* WK^ :3wr ctjt m9R “^ow qn t^cy t ^TO ww^r* 
WTTO 4wniirtir “«(TOr ciiTHcuTwm ct(c^r» fiwc^- 

•(j?® c*ret<r *OTW c^’cc ^ 4i4Hi^t4c«w sFitW 

wc^f ^TOOT c?pw f*r?’^ Bwrnbw* wt jnrr^ nrcsr to i 

4!>t 2PFTf*ic WT’citfrorr, 55 ccr siR^i ®rr*rrc*r![ 

4U€C8 C«lfTO(.T=f Industrial turvty ? schtmo ? TO^T ^0 tot^ OT, 
store organisation 4? TOW ^br TOT? I>T^, fTO C? W? fwm gfc^ ^TOIW? 
'TOW tror? 8RT froi? Swrort e crw? afc wws? spcrf?® fww 

TO^TOS CRT ??r TO? ao TOT? TOTF Wj ?to ^ tcf?? WTf' »^C5[? WTOT ?T?W TO 
OH TOT? I)TW I W? TOT TOW? C?-W?W?1 tiWWSTO 0 fTO WWW TOW? 

WW C?WC?? TO WT WW? UTWT 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
wholeheartedly support the motion of Mrs. Hema Prova Mujumdar. 

Bengal at present is no doubt a predominently agricultural country, 
but it was not always so. It was formerly — and I 'speak on the 
authority of the late Mr. R. C. Dutt, the famous economist — as much 
an industrial as an agricultural country. In days gone by, 45 per cent, 
of the people of Bengal used to live on industry, 45 per cent, on agri- 
culture, and 10 per cent, only on service and other means. With the 
advent of British in India and due to the policy of exploitation 
followed by the then East India Company the old industries of Bengal 
were ruined, and Bengal became, instead of both an industrial and 
agricultural country, primarily an agricultural country. The indus- 
trialists of the past had nothing else to fall on except land, and the 
land which used to support only 45 per cent, was utterly insufficient 
to support 90 per cent, of the population. As a result, the pea-sants 
of Bengal became poor, and gradually over-burdened with debt. That 
is the picture of rural Bengal now. 

Now, Sir, if we want to do anything for rural Bengal, we must 
relieve this pressure on the land. We must rehabilitate the economic 
structure of rural Bengal, and that can only be done by reducing the 
number of the people now living on agriculture. We must again 
industrialize, the country, so that in the near future, the old ratio can 
be re-established,.J.e., 45 per cent, of the population will live on 
industry, 45 per ctjnt. on agriculture, and 10 per cent, only on services 
and other means. If we can do that then Bengal will again be con- 
verted into “Sonar Bangla,“ i.e., golden Bengal. Otherwise, whatever 
Hfe may do, the piesent miserable condition of Bengal will not dis- 
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Now, Sir, having realised this, the path before us is quite , clear. 
We must industrialize the country. But the question is how to do this. 
There are various ways. Some will say— start mass scale industries 
on a planned economy and do as Russia Jias done. Some will say — 
develop cottage industries and follow the methods suggested by 
Gandhiji. Of course as a socialist I frankly say that I do support the 
Soviet system of mass scsple production initiated by the Government. 
But situated as we are, with the possibilities of so many limitations 
being imposed upon the Central Government even after the inaugura- 
tion of the proposed Federation — with the Railways, the Posts and 
Telegraphs, the Tariffs, the Exchange Polio}* — being in* the hands 
of Tbreigners, I am afraid it is not possible at this stage for ua. to 
undertake a v<*ry big scale industrial plan. So, Sir, we shall have 
to adopt now a double policy. On the one hand we shall have to develop 
large-scale industries as possible and on the other hand, we must not 
neglect cottage industries also. 

As regards large-scale industries, we thought the Hon’ble Minister- 
in-charge would show us some definite work. We were assured of this 
last year, and we expected to see the development of some industries 
this year. But nothing at all has been done in that direction. He 
has again come forward with only suggestions of surveys and nothing 
more. I tell the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge and along with him the 
Government that the whole of Bengal is hungry, and hungry Bengal 
wants food. 

(The member having re^iched the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Miulvi ABDUL WANED: «afg mm ^ rniroi 

SPOT ^ wcHi \ c ' <ra;co srt afc mm 

ww giE gi? teiTsio mm i wftR 

mm^ mm mmL crswa m 

mmm wm m to 

mm mm mm 

mm croci, wro mfm 

mmv m ^ ciimf i y^jsm mf^ m 

C4, mmM to ^ too wfic w 

vm TO? cKitR *c*a[ fmm mri rtro 

WW Alwoifw 4^ 0*rw< gr^F ctUtfti, 

mm mt?<6 mm f*tcTO ^ 

TO «nf« fmm fwiwi mm^ Sutv m tot itf«f nfff ««, otct 

mtm «aKCTc^ mmSi fm to to mro# gira t w fTO. TC *< toi 
^ TO gf TO cgPTO ^ m i ui oRgTTOft ?fg5n f0m 
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fnn ^ sfcPM (scrot ^nfw 

«RT, Sttfc-VOT r? J'PTO <t?OT ^3P«C <RIT «I?Kf cws i f*n:*0[ <^CP(* 

WlW *0 *^\ t^lWs’tO Pit ^81T? Sltfc TOa fw, ffi 

fw^RC toti faro PFTr?[ f^wi a^ n 

2WR a»af3’ *(Tt> ^ TO a^SR 50- TO" 

um 5TOTOTOT 'TOT CTO? 6 SilfM (Wa TC^ nTC? Sfri ?ITTO ISilfcf? crt 
TO f»TO-H>m? C(T? fTOTTOR? ISTST? aCTO? ^fOTC^R C^FTC? 

I CTOT "ip? fC8^ 5TC^ 415I J^blLo^. 4*iS l^tCFl 

PV^ « a^CTO CTO ?>af*tCTO (5sfa CTO? TO ^>i^4 ??l 

a«R c? f*ic»?? fro TOTCTO c?6?r ?^cot. oti? ^i<r« cttoc?? cto froro 
src?, c? fwsins, totoI? « f?TO tos^ f?c?*T ?TO wTOtVift?r 
afb^ ?f? c^Tt>1 fiCTO 5t5i?r ?rtcTO. ciT?r ^?r? crot-ro^^ ?lc\5c? ?r i 

sa»a? ^*t?fTO(? fro f?c*t? CTO? ^ tor? srt oedHicK? srir? «toW>cv 

«R7?r? JPT? BTF?? TOTT? C^ CTOSTTR 1 

liaulvi ABUL QUA8EM: At the very outset, I must thank my 
friends over there for giving me an opportunity to speak a few words 
on this cut motion. 

To my mind, want of a comprebeiihive and practical scheme, 
inadequacy of funds for the same and la» k of determination on the part 
of Government are the main causes whicli are retarding the progress 
of industrial development of our country. I am definitely of opinion 
that unless active measures are taken in this direction immediately, 
another economic crisis is inevitable, a crisis which would be more 
dangerous and disastrous than the one 'which we have just experienced. 

Sir, this morning I had a cursory glance over the White Paper which 
the Hon’ble Minister issued to us and I frankly say that I was not 
very much impressed by what he has said in this White Paper. He 
has spoken of many big schemes and high projects, but he has altogether 
lost the real point at issue. But what is it that is troubling us at the 
present moment P To my mind, the whole question is how far the 
economic problem can be solved by this industrial development in our 
country. My impression on the subject is that the only solution is 
to give ample opportunities or facilities to the people of Bengal for 
the ready sale of their goods which they produce, in Government co- 
operative stores in every district or subdivision which I would ask the 
Government to establish. If this is done, people would naturally take 
interest and produce goods for which they w'ould get ready sale. In 
this connection I may give you some concrete examples of my district 
how men with a siAall capital of Bs. dO or 50 can easily earn their 
livelihood if they can get ready market for the sale of their goods 
which they produce. In some parts cf my district, ordinary tape- 
making is a very common business. Everyone in that part of the 
district knows this business. If everyone starts that business say with 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


423 


I99k} 


Es. 30 or 40, he will have to purchase materials worth about Rs. 26 ai^d 
he will have to spend Rs. 5 for labour and then he can produce 
articles worth Rs. 35. Now, if he goes to the subdivisions! head•^ 
quarters and gets a ready sale for his goods which he has produced, 
he will get Rs. 5 as profit. Out of tliis Rs. 5, U he deducts Re. 1 
for the expense of his journey, he will make a clear profit of Rs. 4. 
That means that he can earn Rs. 10 or 20 a month with a capital of 
Rs. 30 or 40. If this is 3one, I think the economic question which is 
troubling us so much at the present moment will be solved to a great 
extent. 

Now, take another business which was once very lucsative in my 
dis^ict. This business in now dying out. The embroidery business 
was very lucrative and people used to go outside India, to Europe, 
America and other parts of the world with this embroidery work. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat) 


Miuivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (He began his speech with some 
Arabic quotation and then said) Sir, there was the will of God and 
the universe came to exist at once. As I have been given only three 
minutes, I do not know* if I shall be able to create anything. 

Sir, I may point out here that I had a scheme and I placed that 
scheme before the Director of Industries as well as before the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of Co-operation. I guess from the disouesion that 
took place with the Registrar of Co-operative Societies and the Director 
of Industries that they are in sympathy with my scheme. I have got 
the details of that scheme with me, I mean to say that co-operation 
alone is the only way by which agriculture and industries can improi^e 
and thrive in this country. In the countries outside, with co-operation, 
they have made progress and they have brought about a millenium. 
My scheme is this. Government may, just now, if they have imagina- 
tion, establish model societies, one, at least, in each subdivision. I 
do not mean that the Government themselves should establish the 
societies but should give inspiration to the people, so that people may 
take courage and may establish societies themselves. These societies 
may undertake to have industries in one part and Agriculture in 
another. Funds may be raised by shares and loans and deposits. Land 
for the establishment of the societies may be ac*quired under the Land 
Acquisition Act or from voluntary giving of land in lieu of shares. 
Shares may be given for money as well as in lieu of land that a man 
may give. In this way a society may be established in a particular 
place. In this way the society may have a wosking capital. Ijoans 
may be advanced by the Central Bank or by the Co-operatice Provincial 
Bank. For this again Government’s help is necessary. Government 
may grants-in-aid. Government may give*a guarantee in case 
•Hw Gentrml Bank or the Provincial Bank feels diffident in advanciiig 
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l©an to the society. When money is received, if the people are helped 
by thd Departments with their expert knowledge they can work wonders 
and society may be working for agriculture, horticulture, pisciculture 
etc., and for development of industries. Everything is possible and 
the beginning may* be made in a small scale — 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

TIm Hon’ble Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULIAH Bahadur, of Daoaa: 

As for as I have been able to gather from the speech of Mrs. Hema 
Prova Majumdar, she soys that I have promised a five years programme 
whicdi I have not fulfilled. I can assure you that this is a preliminary 
and the first instalment of the five years plan. Secondly, she states that 
in my scheme I have done nothing in regard to cottage industries. 
Being a gentleman I do not wish to contradict a lady, so I shall keep 
quiet on the subject. r 

My friend Mr. Sukumar Dutt has exploded many myths and I 
should like to explode another myth in which he expressed that the 
Congress provinces have done more in regard to industrial regeneration. 
I shall quote figures which will explode a bigger myth than that of 


hon*ble friend. 



Es. 

In 1937-38 Bengal spent 

... 11,92,000 

In 1938-39 

... 1G,62,000 

In 1937-38 U.P. 

... 18.17,000 

In 1938-39 

... 20,92,000 

In 1937-38 Madras 

... 15,42,000 

In 1938-39 

... 15,28,000 

i.e., to say less. 


In 1937-38 Bihar 

... 9.42,000 

In 1938-39 

... 10,01,000 


If you compare the figures you will find that since I have taken charge 
of this office, I have spent more than any other Province in India. If 
I had the time I could compare the figures of all otlier provinces with 
that of Bengal as I have got not only the figures but all their schemes 
as well, and could convince my friends that 1 have not done badly. 

I regret very much that Mr. Shaheduli has not studied the subject 
very carefully. Had be done so he would not have moved this cut 
motion. I think. is not aware that this Fishery Department has 
ceased to exist for the last 20 years and for me to go to revive this 
industry it is necessary to have an expert to go thoroughly into the 
question of fishery. » Unfortunately I am not in a position to hurry up 
the matter because it is necessary to liave a concrete idea as to whEi 
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AonHA be done in regard to the reTival of Fishery industry. As sooq 
as I get the report of the Special Officer I shall submit it to the House. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we know if he has made any 

calculation of the income of the department? 


The Hon’bla Nawab idiwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

I do not want to answer to what the good boy of that side has said. 

I appreciate very much the many important points raised by the 
hon^ble member representing the Muslim Chamber of Commerce. As 
I htfv^e already explained in my memoraodum which has been circulated, 
the Government will take definite steps to formulate ideas on basic 
materials in respect of the development of key industries. My hon*b!e 
friends know that every proposal for the development of industries 
in a country is indisputably bound up with currency, fiscal and 
railway freights also. I can assure the House that we will do our 
best to give relief where it will be needed. 

The time at my disposal is very short and I will not be able to reply 
to ever 3 'body’s question. But I can assure the House that I am trying 
my level best to bring the Industries Department to work in the 
interests of the people for which it is supposed to exist. 

Regarding silk I have clearly stated in my statement which I have 
circulated to the hon’ble members, what I intend to do. 

I shall take one more minute and I have finished. It is very 
unfortunate that my friends on the other side who were so insistent 
on demanding the revival of the industries of Bengal do not persuade 
their Bengali friends to come forward with capital and to be the 
pioneers in starting industries. It has been left to people from outside 
Bengal to start industries here. I cannot be held responsible if my 
Bengali friends do not come forward with their capital. The develop- 
ment of industry in Bengal depends on the capital of Bengal. Unless 
the Bengalees desist from sucking the blood of the poor cultivators by 
lending money at a very high rate of interest and invest their capital 
in industries there can be no development industrially. 

The motion of Mrs. Hemaprova Majumdar that the demand under 
the head “43 — Industries — Industries^ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that the demand under the head “43 — 
Industries — Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100 wa^ then put and lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Rhwaja Habibullah 
Bahadur, of Dacca, that a sum of Rs. 15,01,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture tinder the head “43 — ^Industries — Industries”* was then put and 
agmd to. 
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« Mr. SPEAKER: I have just received a message from the other 
House which the Secretary will please read. 

Secretary theo read : — 

“I am directed to return herewith the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 
1938, which was passed by the Council with an amendment at its 
meeting held on the 24th March 1938 with the message that the 
concurrence of the Assembly is asked to the following amendments made 
in the Bill by the Council, namely, that the following proviso be added 
to clause 2 of the Bill, namely: — * 

“provided that clause 7(7) of the Indian Stamp (Bengal Atnend- 
ment) Act, 1935, shall not continue in force after the* Slat 
May 1938^*. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This message was received about 2 p.m. to-day. 
The Bill has thereafter been printed immediately, wdth the amendment 
and laid on the table just now and it i^ possible that it will be taken 
up on Tuesday or Wednesday. The actual time will be announced to 
you to-morrow. 


Adjournmant. 

The House was then adjourned till 10-30 a.ni., on Saturday, the 
2Gth March, 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assendflid 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, 0^^ Saturday, 
the 26th March, 1938, at 10-30 a.m. 

Presents 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azis;ul Hauue, 
c.ias.) in the Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 227 niembera. 

Mfa SPEAKER: In view of the shortness of time to-day tuid on 
Monday, I do not propose to have questions for more than 15 minutes 
to-day and 5. minutes on Monday. If there are any questions left over 
as a result of this procedure, they will be answered on Tuesday. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answars wore given) 

Pubiio Service Commission’s recommendations in oases of new 
appointments. 

•296. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minia- 
ted in charge of the Finance Dejwrtmeni be pleased to state — 

(i) how many new appointments of gazetted officers, upper and 
lower division clerks have been made under different depart- 
ments of Government from the Ist April, l9S7, to Olst 
January, 1938, in terajwrary and permanent cadres; 

(it) in regard to how many and of which class of these apiwint- 
ments the recommendations of the Provincial Public Ser- 
vice Commission were sought; 

(iii) in how many and of which class of the appointments the recom- 
mendations of the Public Service Commission though 
obtained were not acted up to ; and 

(tv) what is the procedure adopted in regard to appointments for 
which the Public Service Commission is requireil to make 
recommendations P 

(h) Is it a fact that in a number of cases all applications were not 
placed before the Public Service Commission and preliminary eelec- 
tione were made by other authmities P 
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(c) I 0 it a fact that in connection with some of the appointmenta 
mad^ the Public Service Commission had sought or received depart- 
mental or other recommendations ? 

(d) What are the principles, if any, on which the Provincial Public 
Service Commissioa is required to make its selections for appointment 
under Government? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): . (u)(/) 201. 

(ii) 108,, being the number of cases in which it was necessary to con- 
sult the Commission under the Bengal Public Service Commission Bugu- 
lations, a copy of which is placed on the Library table. 

(ill) One, namely, ajipointment to the post cd Deputy Director of 
Industries. 

(iv) The procedure is described in rules 1 to 4 of “Rules to regulate 
the manner in which the duties of the Public Service Commission should 
be performed”, a copy of which is placed on the Library table. 

(b) This happened in one case. The vacancy had been advertised 
and preliminary selections made before the Public Service Commis- 
sion came into existence. The Commission was asked to advise only on 
the apidications of those preliminarily selected. 

(c) Departmental recommendations were placed before the Commis- 
sion in three cases. 

(d) The hon’ble member is referred to rules 2 to 4 of the rules men- 
tioned in reply to part (a) (iv) of this question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer («)(//), in how many cases 
the appointments have not been made, although the Public Service 
Commission was consulted P 

The HoiPble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: There have ^ 
some cases, but I cannot give the figures off-hand; I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) 
{Hi), will the llqn’ble Minister be pleased to state why the appoint- 
ment to the post of Deputy Director of Industries could not be made as 
advised by the Public Service Commission P 


Tlw Hon’bto Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I want noim. 
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Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the ITon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that cases of promotion and transfer from * 
one service to another as required under section 2GG of the Governineut 
of India Act, have not been in all cases referred to the Public Service 
Commission, apart from those mentioned in the Regulations P 

Th« Hoffl’bla Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER8 For that also, 
Sir, I want notice. * 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the post of Secretarjr, Medical 
College, which is one of the posts not governed by the Heguln lions 
concerned has not been referred to the Public Service Commission P 


The HOffi’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKER: I do not know; 
I want notice.* 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: With reference to answer (r), 
will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to say whether the departmental 
recommendations placed before the Public Service Commission have 
been accepted? Or, if accepted, how many have been accepted P 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Public Service Commission recommends 
one name only for acceptance or suggests several names, and whether 
in case several names are recommended by them they decide about the 
order of preference in their recommendations? 

The Hon’bla Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Yes: they 
recommend about 3 or 4 names and they put them in order of merit. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that event will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if, apart from the one mentioned in {a) 
(/V/). there are other cases in which the first nomination of the Com- 
mission was not accepted by the Government? 

Tb« Hon’bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: There are some 
cases, but I want notice for the exact figure. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: With reference to answer (h), 
is the Finance Minister aware that only the oilier day the Chief 
Miniater said in his reply that there have been no such cases P The 
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Finance Minister now says that there has been one case. How is this 
consistent with the reply of the Chief Minister who said that all cases 
were placed before the Commission ? 

Mr. SPEAKEp: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. I submit, Sir, it arises, as the 
Chief Minister said that all the appointfnents of headmasters were 
referred to the Public Service Commission. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I never said that. 

f 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chief Minister was referring to the posts of 
headmasters which does not arise here. 

i 

Hunger-strikes in Dacca Central Jail. * 

*297. Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(t) that the hunger-strikers in Dacca Central Jail submitted a 

memorial to the Government stating their grievances; 

(it) that the Government gave an assurance that their grievances 
would be considered after the calling-off of the strike; 

(til) that they gave up hunger-strike ; 

(tu) that Dr. Bhupal Bose, Prafulla Sen, and Bhupesh Lahiri have 
been transferred to some other jails a few days after they 
called off the hunger-strike; 

(u) that Dr. Bhupal Bose is a tuberculosis patient in delicate health ; 

and 

(vt) that Prafulla Sen and Bhupesh Lahiri were also ill at the time 
of transfer? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether those three 
prisoners were examined by a doctor before they were transferred ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to place on the table 
the report of the Medical Officer regarding the health of these prisoners 
when they were transferred to other jails? 

(d) Will the -Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the places where 
they were transferred and what medical arrangement has been made 
there for their treatment? 

(e) Will the Hcn’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
their transfer F 
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WHl the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state whether he has* 
considered the grievances of those hunger-strikers as stated in their 
memorial F 

(g) What measure, if any, has the Hon'ble Minister taken in the 
matter of redressing their grievances? 

MIHI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin) ; (a) (/), (in) to (r) and (h) Yes. 

(ii) Government said they would be examined. 

(vi) No. • 

(c) They were examined by the Medical Officer who recorded the fact 
that they were fit for transfer on their history tickets. 

(d) The prisoner, Bhupal Hose, was transferred to Howrah and is 
under the cane of the Civil Surgeon. The others were transferred to 
Comilla and require no special medical treatment. 

(e) The prisoner, Bhufxil Bose, was sent to Dacca in order to facili- 
tate interviews with his relatives. These having been completed he 
was returned to Howrah. The remaining two were transferred for 
administrative reasons. 

(/) and (g) Their grievances as recorded by the prisimers themselves 
have been sent for report to the (luarterly Board of Visitors who will 
submit their con<du8ion8 to Government through the Inspector-General. 
On receipt of this reiwrt I shall examine them. 

Mr. MANORANUAN BANNERdEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to stale what are the administrative reasons for which the 
remaining two prisoners were transferred, as mentioned in answer 
(e)? 

The Hon’ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Convenience of the 
administration of the J ail. 

Mr. MANORANdAN BANNERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state wbat convenience was derived by this transfer? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am afraid, Sir, it is 
difficult to answer a comprehensive question like this in course of a 
supplementary question. • 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pkaaed to state why Dr. Bbupal Bose who is a T.*B. patient was thus 
transferred from place to place F 
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TheHoil’blaKriwaJaSirNAZIMUODINs 1 have already expltiin. 

tLnt Dr. BLupal Bose was sent to Dacca specially at the request of 
his relations to enable him to interview his old grandfather who was 
unable lo come to Calcutta and as a special privilege he was sent from 
Howrah fo Dacca in order that he may be in a position to interview 
his grandfather. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why Dr. Bhupal Bose was again returned to Howrah? 

Mf. BREAKER : That question has been answered. 

4/ 

Mr. MANORANdAN BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Board of Visitors will submit their report 
after discussing the matter with the prisoners of the Dacca Jail? 

* 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; That is a matter for 
the Board of Visitors. As far as the Government are concerned, they 
sent nil the applications submitted by the prisoners to the Quarterly 
Board for examination and report. 

Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if these prisoners will be consulted by the Board? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot anticipate 
what the Board is going to do in this matter. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answers 
(/) and {g)y will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when their 
grievances were recorded and received and when they were sent to the 
Quarterly Board of Visitors ? 

Tho Hob’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I remind the 
House that their grievances are mostly those that were read out on the 
floor of this House on the occasion of the last hunger-strike, and that 
since then all the grievances that have been submitted by them have 
been forwarded to the Quarterly Board for examination? 

Mr,. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, 1 wanted to know the dates, 
and not the reasons and the nature of the grievances. 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would ask the hon’ble 

member to take a reasonable view. The dates can be ascertained from 
the reply given to the question and the statements made by me in thia 
Hoikse. It is certainly not possible for me to carry the dates in my 
headl 



QUESTIONS. 


433 


m&i 


•ir. NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister W 
pleaded to atote the exact time which has elapsed since the grievaticea 
have been received ? 


The Hon’ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would again refer the 
hon*ble member to the reply given by me, namely, that their main 
grievances were submitted on the occasion of their giving up the 
hunger-strike in the Dacca Jail. 


Mr. MANOR ANdAN BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’Ue Minister 
be pleased to slate the time by which the Board of Visitors are expect- 
ed to complete their enquiry P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They were supposed to 

report by the middle of March. 


Interference of police officer at a public meeting at Kalikholai 
Dacca. 

^288. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state— 

(i) whether on the 26th January last police officers in charge of 
the police-station Sreenagar in the district of Dacca accom- 
panied by constables and chavkidars attended a public meet- 
ing held to celebrate the Independence Day on the ground 
of K^likhola; 

(tt) whether it is a fact that they pushed Babu Hiralol Dutta, the 
Secretary of the Sreenagar Congress Committee, and 
snatched away the Congress flag; and 

(itt) whether it is a fact that they also abused and took down the 
names of many people who gathered there? 

(h) If the answers to (n) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there was any prohibitory order against the meeting; 
and 

(it) if not, under whose order was the above petion taken by the 
local police? 

The Hon’blc Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t^ An officiating sul>^ 
iaapecior attended this meeting. 
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< (it) and (in) He took possession of the flag and noted down names 
pf certain persons for his report. Only such force as was necessary to 
seise the flag was used by the police officer. Nobody was pushed or 
abused. 

(b) (t)<^None. 

(ii) The officer, who was then acting as a sub-inspector for the 
first time, took possession of the flag on his own initiative, but he had 
no mala fUle intention in acting as he did. His action was, however, 
indiscreet, and this has been pointed out to him. 

Dr. nAlINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What action has Government 
taken to see that in future such indiscreet action on the part of a 
police officer is not repeated? 

The Hdfl'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government do not 
expect indiscreet action from their officers, but it is impossible to pre- 
vent some officers sometimes making a mistake. 

Dr. HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Was any enquiry held to find out 
if the force exercised w'as not something beyond what was actually 
necessary to seize the flag, and is it not a fact that people there were 
threatened with arrest ? 

Tha Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. The Deputy Inspector- 
General of P()li(!e made an eiHjuiry and the report is, as I have stated, 
in the reply to the question. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

•*only such force as was necessary to seize the flag was 
used by the police officer '' "tfy ITliJT *tfE ^ 

»tfYf 

Mr. SPEAKER. That does not arise. 

BABU NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : 

“force’* violence aiTOCY 

condemn TORI 5RT TOtnt arR?{ fro fWF — officer TO 

’TOtT violent atflH TO TOKf. non-violent ^ SCfW TO TOCf I 

violent ^ TOI ctucsi WTO WHTO «IIWW TOPI TOf t TOt 

non-violent TOT tnro, CW wro non-violent TOl HRCfOT 

TOTI 

Mr. SPEAKER : That question does not miite* 
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Mf. PROMATHA RAN JAN THAKURl With reference to 
answer (i>) (ii), viz., that only such force was used as was neodssarjr 
to seize the flap, may I a.sk. does tlie Congress flag offend the Govern- 
ment in any way 

The Hon»ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will nfer the 
honourable ineiuber (t) iny m'ply (/>)(/). 

Mr* ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether tlie national flag was to Government just like 
» red rap to a hull? • 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (jiiestion does not arise. 

Mfe NAQENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon^ble Minister be 
pleased to stat^ wbetbor tlie flag that was taken possession of hag since 
been returned ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: J am not aware of it. 

Bus and taxi passenger traffic plying for hire from Chalsa to 
Bagrakote Road in Jalpaiguri. 

•299. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: {a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of tlie Home f Police) Department be pleased 
to state whether the attention of the llon’hle Minister in charge of 
Communications and Works has been drawn to the Government Noti- 
fication No. 2G89P.T,, of the 29th Jum‘, PfdG, proluhiting bu.s or taxi 
passenger frafl^c plying for hire from Clialsa to Bagrakote Road in the 
Jalpaiguri district in vic'w fif alternative facilities for the conveyance 
of passengers P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’lde Minister 

aware — 

(i) that the alternative facilities referred to in the Notification 

consist of the facilities provided by the Bengal Dnars 
Railway which runs only one train up and down every day 
along the route indicated; and 

(ii) that the travelling public and business jnen are being incon- 

*venienced because of the fact that the route connects a net- 
work of hats or markets ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of withdraw* 
iug the NoMfioatioiiF 

90 
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^ TIm Khiif«|a Sir NAZII»UI>DINs (a) Tee. 

(b) (t) Yes. But it appears from the latest time table available 
that the Railway runs two up and two down trains daily. 

(ii) I have received no such complaint. 

(c) No; 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference to 
reply ((6)(?V), is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a large number of 
business and public men sent a petition to the Chairman of the Dis- 
trict Board praying tliai necessary steps should be taken to remove the 
banP .> 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is obvious that 1 do 
not know anything that has been referred to the Chairman of the 
District Board. 

* 

Exponditiira for tho ortminal case against Raghubar Narain Singh. 

♦ 

*300. Maulana SHAMSUL HUDA: M^ill the HoiCble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state how much 
public money was spent for the criminal case against Raghubar Narain 
Singh, son of Rai Bahadur Dalip Narain Singh, then a sitting member 
of the Legislative Council of Bihar and others in the years 1936 and 
1987P 

Tho Hon’blo Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Rs. 376. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

The Hon’hle Maharaja SR IS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I apologise to the House and to you. Sir, for my absence when this 
question was called yesterday. I had thought before leaving the 
House that there were no more questions to be answered by me. 


Bogra-Santahar Road. 

80. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware that one of the important roads in the district of Bogra, vis., 
Bogra-Santahar Road has not been included in the Road Development 
Fund Project P 
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0) If tlie answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the leasons t 

(c) Has the District Board of Bogra recommended its inclusion in 
the project ? 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of incorporat- 
ing this road in the scheme? 


MIHI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandyi of 
Kasimbazar) : (a) and (h) It is reported by the Special Officer, Boad 

Development Projects, Bengal, that he has not included this road in 
hisfcscheiiie as it runs close to the railwaj' line and is competitive with 
the railway. 

{c) 1 have no information. 

(d) The matter will l>e considered after the comprehensive road 
programme ‘prepared hy the SjM'cial Officer, Hoad Development 
Projects, Bengal, is received. 


^ Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Is the Hon^ble Minister 
aware that the road passes through important plaw^s in the district, and 
as such, its incorporation in the scheme is essential to the development 
of roads in the district even though it is competitive with the railway? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazars 

I would only refer the honourable member to reply (d). 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Was the information sought 
for from the District Board ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazari 

1 cannot say that oif-hand. But as 1 have stated in reply (d)y the 
matter will be considered after the comprehensive road programme is 
prepared. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

"S— Provincial Excise.” 

Mr. SPEAKERS 1 may just say that my attention has been drawn 
to the fact that it is the desire of the Home that the excise demand 
should be very fully discussed. That is at least the desire of the 
Opposition. In the circumstances I feel (hat we may not he able to 
conclude the excise debate in one hour only. But I cannot certainly 
go beyond hours at the most, so that this demand would be put 
to the House at about 12-15 p.m. instead of 11-45 a.m. 
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Dr^ NALINAKS^HA 8ANYAL: But will jt be possible to discuss 
all the cut motions in that case? 

Mr. SPEAKER; They will be truken in their usual course, and I 
have been 'assured by the Whip of the Opposition that the members 
concerned will take much less time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; On the recom- 

mendalion of His Excellency the Governor I be^^ to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1!),40,(H)() 1)6 {rranted for expcnclijiirc under the head “8— 
Provincial Excise”. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: J Ixg* to move that the demand of 
Rs. 19,40,0(K) under the liead “Provincial Excise” be reduced by 
Rs. JOO. 

In moving this cut, Sir, my only intention is to draw the attention 
of the House to the way in which the excise administration of this 
province is being conducted under i)reseut circumstances. On this 
side of the House we feel that w^e are spending more on excise than 
we ought to do. An old student of mine, who is now working in the 
Statistical Department of the Baker Iial)oratory, at my request worked 
out the average expenditure per capita. According to him I find that 
in the budget for next year, we shall be spending 4 anna^ 6 pies on 
education, 8 annas 3 jdes on medical and public health, 1 anna 5 pies 
on agriculture, industries and co-o|>eration. as against the incidence 
per capita, for excise of 4 annas 4 pies in 1934 - 30 , 4 annas 3i pies in 
1935-36, and next year it will be 4 annas 8 pies. I consid(T we are 
in this way taking away from the poor agricultural masses the bene- 
fit of the money which, we say, are going to spend for then). Accord- 
ing to <he budget estimates submitted hy the Hoirble the Finance 
Minister a sum of Rs. 1,32.90,000 is expected to be realised from 
country spirit, country fermented li<|uor, opium and hemp drugs out 
of a total of Rs. 1,50,00,000 which means that 88 ;6 per cent, of the 
total excise revenue will be realised from the poorer classes. The 
policy pursed by the present Government was clearly outlined by the 
Hou’bie Minister in charge of Excise in answer to my unstarred 
question No. 26, whieli lie answered on the 2nd March, 1938. Ac- 
cording to him. T quote his exact words, “Government is dis- 
couraging the use of country liquor hy the adoption of three rules — 
restriction on sales, reduction in the number of shops and high price 
of liquor.” I shall not be so uncharitable as to suggest that a de- 
liberate attempt was* made to mislead the House, but I will say that 
those who were in charge of supplying him with information served him 
very badly. So far as restrictions on sales are ouncemed, I find that 
according to the statement laid on the library table there was cem- 
aumed in 1934-36, 22,607 London proof gallons, and in 1936-37, 
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39,072 gallons of country spirit in tie jute mill and industrial areas 
close to Calcutta* This represents an increase of 17,000 London j)root 
gallons. So far as the all-Bengal consumption is concerned, I find 
that the income from this source was Rs. 41,50,000 and that in the 
budget for the next year, it is expected that we shall be able to 
realise 52 lakhs of rupees. There will thus be an increase of Rs. lOJ 
lakhs. I want to know what is the value of these restrictions. Instead 
of decreasing the sale they* have tended to increase it. T would like to 
know what more stringent measures have been introduced by our 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of jpxcise since the time he has assumed 
office. 

shall now go on, Sir, with the consideration of the qiie8*tion regard- 
ing the reduction in the iniinbtT of shoj)8. According to the state- 
ment laid on the library table under the authority of (he Hon'ble 
Minifiter in the years IthH to 19^(7 tliere were 52 country liquor shops 
in Calcutta. Their number is unchanged. Then, Sir, so far as the 
jute mills and industrial areas are concerned, then* wtwe 00 country 
licjuor shops in the two years 10:t4-.‘t5 and 61 in lO.‘U5-f‘{7. Wlierc is 
the reduction? 

So far as the whole of Bengal is coiu’erned, there were 890 shops 
in 1934-35 and 898 in 1935-36. There was a reduction of one for the 
whole province of Bengal. Figures for 1936-37 are not available, but 
the very fact that tlie Ilon’ble the Finance Minister exj)ects an in- 
crease of Rs. 104 lakhs looks to me highly suspicious. 

I shall now go on, Sir, to consider the question of the liigh price 
of liquor. T find by reference to tlie excise reports for the last three 
years that there has been not an increase in the price, but a reduction 
ranging from 124 per cent, to 25 per cent. For instance, so far as 
70 IT.P. liijuor is concerned, there has been a Tediietion of Rs. 2-6 
per gallon; in the case of 60 U.P the redmtion Its. 2-0-3; in the case 
of 55 TT.P. the reduction is Rs. 1-9; in the case of 40 11. the reduc- 
tion is Rs. 3-4-6; in the case o| 30 F.P. the reduction is Rs. 4-9; in 

the ca.se of 25 TFP. the reduction is Rs. 3-4 per imperial gallon. This 
is how the high price of liquor is to be understood. 

I shall now proceed to discuss the arrangement made for the distri- 
bution of country liquor. The last available excise report will show 
that country liquor is sold in six strengths. One would naturally 
infer that as Government fixes the retail prices there should be a 
uniformity in the price as well as uniformity in the 
quality. As a matter of fact, I find that the strength of 
that quality of country liquor which is 25 TJ. P. is sold in 8 
places. In* three of these places the price charged is Rs, 18-2; in five 
other places the price charged is Rs. 11-7, a reduction of Rs. 641, 
and the reason is that in the former three places the people are better 
off, whereas in the last five places which are situated in rural areai, 
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the people are not so well off. This has naturally brought about 
smuggling into industrial areas from rural areas. The result is that 
we are placing a temptation in the way of the poor alcoholics and 
then punishing them for breaking those laws for which we are res- 
ponsible. 

Now, Sir, during this period the cheapest (’ountry spirit was 70 
IT.P. It was permitted to be sold by Government in four places 
only out of 27 districts of Bengal, that is Calcutta and suburbs and 
three districts, namely, Darjeeling, Bankura and Midnapore. I seem 
to see here, Sir, something winch may be likened to the * ‘Nelson 
tou(.h’\ These places that I have mentioned are the places where 
only 25 F.P, is sold, and this li<iuor is expensive. Therefore, 'the 
poor alcoholics must have temptation placed in their way, and this 
is achieved by selling them 70 F.P. I shall now come to liquor, Sir, 
which stands midway between 25 and 70 T'^.P., that is 55 TJ.P. This 
is sold in tiTe places only, namely, Burdwsn, Birhhiiin, Hooghly, 
Howrah and 24-Pargana8, ])rol)ahly because in these districts the 
people are either better off or greater addicts to alcohol. They must 
have their li(|uoi, and since they must have their liquor Icf them have 
56 F.P. and thus lei them pay more money into the coffers of Gov- 
ernment. 

Then. Sir, so far as the question of illicit country sj)irit is con- 
cerned, I find that between 1901-32 to 1933-34, i.e., tiiree years, there 
was a dimunition of 81,000 gallons and a loss of Rs. 13 lakhs in the 
shape of revenue. Government was miuli exercised over this matter. 
I think Government ought to have congratulated itself on this dimu- 
nition, hut Government had to find an explanation of this matter, 
and the explanation was that this was caused by economic distress on 
the part of poor consumers, and (‘onsequently they had turned to 
illicit sources for salisfying their thirst. What was the remedy? 
As a tt'inporary experiment, the price of alcohol was reduced in four 
places with an ingenuity which I shall not call dialwlic hut unholy. 
This reduction in the price of country spirits was brought into 
operation in two places in West Bengal, namely, Birhhum and 
Murshidahad, one place in North Bengal, namely, Mymensingh and 
one jdace in East Bengal, namely, Tippera. I noticed carefully that 
in these four places the reduction in consumption of country liquor 
had been most pronounced. This exi>erimpnt met with a success 
which it did not deserve. In ten months, Government adopted this 
rodiution in price on a permanent ba.sis, and it is now an all-Bengal 
adoption. • 

Then again, Sir, so far as illicit country liquor was concerned, au 
additional staff was employed in 1933-34 whose special duty it was 
to detect such cases. I contend, Sir, that increase in the sale of 
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coutttiy spirit has not been due to the detection of illicit cases, het 
cause ill spite of reduction in price* in spite of larg'er sales offences 
against illicit traffic in liquor were not noticeably on the decline. I 
notice that in 1931-^12, three thousand one hundred and nine persons 
and in 1933-34 six thousand nine hundred and forty-nine persons 
were prosecuted. This is more than 2{ times, but in 'subsequ^t 
years, tlie number of persons pi(»seciited came down to 

5,361. and to 5,143. * 

The highest reduction therefore, amounted to 1,7(M). Was 
this due to the reduction *in illicit manufacture and saleP 
It is not so. Sir, because the Excise Commissioner in bis 
report for 1935-36, page 33. says ** it is difficult to say 

whether the fall in the percentage of country spirit cases was due to 
the activity of the preventive officers, but it may have been due to 
the diversion of their ardivitics towards the easier detection of toddy 
cases. * TV hj'. Sir, is there illicit traffic in country spirit? The re- 
ply is given again by the Excise Commissioner in his refwrt for 1932- 
33. He says “this is due to widespread unemployment and acute 
economic distress as a result ot which a larger number of people re- 
sorted to unlicensed manufacture as a means of livelihcmd.*’ How- 
ever, you may lower the juice of ('onntry spirit, you will never be 
able to put a stop 

(Here tlie memlrer having reaclu'd the time-limit resumed his sr^t.) 

Of. H. Cl MUKHERJI: May I Irave two minutes more, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is difficult. There is another gentleman from 
your group also to move his motion formally. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I rise on a point of 
order, Sir? Is not the mover of the cut motion entiOed to the atten- 
tion of all Ministers present in the House? All the Ministers are en- 
gaged in canvassing. 

^ Mr. SPEAKER: At least the Minister in charge of the department 
13 certainh hearing. As regards others I do not know. 

I will now call upon those members who want to move their cut 
motions to move them purely formally for the time l>eing. There- 
after after seeing what motions are moved, I will call out speakers. 

Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood, do yon want to move your motion P 

ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I will not itiove it, but I will 
^peal: ttn the subject generally. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mazumdar, will you move your moiionP 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir. I beg to move 
that the demand of Bs. 19,40,000 under the head “8 — Provincial Ex- 
cise’' be reduced tiy Ks. 100 (retrenchment and prohibition). 

n. 

Mauivi ABU H08SAIN BARKER: I beg to move that the demand 
under the head “ExciHe” be reduced by Rs. 100 for failure to enforce 
prohibition in Bengal. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Sir, as a lawyer, I am told 
that there was once an insistent Counsel! He was arguing an apj)eal 
case before their Lordships in the Appellate Court, and he was saying 
“here, my Lord, I was practically stopped by the Court below”. The 
Judge was equal to tlie occasion and asked “J^ay, M)'. Cswal, liow did 
the Court below succeed in doing that?” “My Loid, 1)}» representing 
or miHrepresenting to me that the Judge was with me”. 

Now, Sir, we are autlering from the same difficulty that is, our 
Ministers have been representing or misrepresenting to us from the last 
session that they are with us on this question of juohihition. There was 
a time when it was not possible for the Government to accept the 
principle of total prohibition. During the last session, however, they 
not only accepted it as a principle, but the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
went so far as to say that “Speaking as a Muslim, I believe it to be my 
duty to try and have total prohibition, and as a servant of the peojile 
also, T am not worth niy salt if T do not try to carry out tlie mandate 
of this House”, The Hon’ble the Finance Minister went a step further. 
He said “It is not right on the part of a Government to be a party to 
organised temptations which lead the people into the path of ruin and 
destitution. The question of revenue must be subordinated to the 
question of prohibition” (hear, hear). So, therefore, the Government 
are commit teu to this task. Let us now for one moment try to find out 
how these professions and promises have been carried into practice. In 
spite of myself replying to the question, I would just draw the atten- 
tion of this House to wliat the Finance Minister stvid in his Red Book 
which was presented to us during the last session. He said that 
“during slump the Excise Revenue deteriorated vry badly dropping 
from 228 lakhs to 134 lakhs in 1933-34, and it has been slow to respond 
to the slight general recovery that set in thereafter.” That shows 
the despair and disappointment that the Minister had, because the 
general revenue derived from Excise could not respond to his over- 
tures. But still they calculated upon an excess of revenue fftm this 
prostituted source to the extent of 3 lakhs of rupees. Thereafttf ^ere 
were those promisei? made on the door of this House. And hov' ibQse 
promises were respected? Again, I would refer to 
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presented to us this year. This Red Book says that in spite of the 
expected additional income of 3 lakhs of rupees what the Governmenf 
have got during these twelve months is an excess of revenue to the 
extent of 20 lakhs. This is not only prohibition but prohibition with a 
vengeance. 

• 

Now let me look at the practioabiliiv of prohibition. IJkst session 
the Hon’ble the Excise Minister gave us certain facts ns to the com- 
parative average consumption of country liquor per hundred of popula- 
tion in the different provinces. He said that in Bombay, at the top, 
they consumed 5*9 gallons, whereas at the bottom, Bengal consumed 
only *49 gallons per hundred of population. Then he gave certain 
figures with a view to show how the consumption of all 'these three 
things, i.e., liquor, hemp and <fpium, was (oming down year alter year. 
These figures will show that the consumption was at its highest in 1911- 
12, then it fell down in 192o-2G, and it further fell in 1935-30. These 
figures if correct, will show that ea<h time con8umi)tion iHinif down 
considerably, wdienever the (’ongress look up the work of prohibition. 
It will be worthy of note that while the revenue in 1920-21 was 1 crore 
96 lakhs, the very next year when the Congress took up non-co-opera- 
tion, it fell down to 1 *83 lakhs. Then, again, the revenue went on 
increaseing till the year 1929-30 when it was 2 crores 26J lakhs. The 
very next year in 1930 the Congre.ss started the ('ivil Disobedience 
Movement and prohibition was one of its main planks. Tt is now a 
matter of history iiow thousands and thousands (»f Congress volunteers 
and Leaders were sent to jail, assaulted, and insulted for the offence of 
promoting prohihition hy picketing or encouraging the same. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: T move this cut motion, Sir, to 
bring it home to the (lovernment that the total |»rohihilion is the 
universal demand in the country. It i.s no argument at jnesent to say 
that prohibition failed in some other parts of the world. Here in 
Bengal, the condition is peculiar. It is pre-eminently a Muslim country 
and Mussalmans are jjrohibited from taking any liquor or any intoxi- 
cating drugs. And as to the Hindu community most of whom are in 
the Ct)ngres.^ they are also pressing for total juohihition. 
For the last few years and during the National movement 
the Hindu communities pre.s.sed this matter very much and under the 
able guidance of Mahatma Gandhi, they even went so far as to picket 
the Excise shops so that the Government may be forced to accept the 
principle of total prohibition. It is, therefore. Sir, only the Govern- 
ment fliat is now carrying on a policy against this prohibition. If the 
OoVmitnent wish now to enforce prohibition in Bengal, it will be very 
eipy/ In other parts of the world there was a stror^ anti-feeling against 
but here in Bengal there is none and if the Government 
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would Accept only the principle, it will be very easy for tJtem to enforce 
'total prohibition at once. The Son’ble the Chief Minister, 
•Iso promised us durinpr the last budget session to experiment 
in some districts but unfortunately ^no district has yet properly 
been selected for experimental purposes. It is said that prohibition 
will begin and that the Government will take up the matter in the 
district of Noakhali but as I submitted in my budget criticism that it 
will be merely an eye wash because the Noakhali district is a place 
where the least of liquor is (umsuiiied and one of my friends suggested 
that only 215 gallons per year is consumed in that district. 

I submit, Sir, that much injury has been caused to the country by 
the present Government in pursuance of their programme and policy, if 
any, they have practically refused to accept the principle of fixing 
the minimum price of jute. They have also refused to accept the 
principle of establishing dispensaries in every Unfon Board. They have 
also played a hide-and-seek policy with respect to the ame^^dment of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. (Cries of “(Question, question.”) 1 strongly 
appeal to Government to accept tliis cut motion, so that the people may 
not say tliut v’e are not doing an\ good to the country. It will enhance 
the prestige of Government if they accept the principle of total prohibi- 
tion and launch it at ome. We have hud enough of promises, 
and, therefore, I appeal to the House, to the Cabinet and to the re- 
presentatives of different communities in this House to support this 
motion, which is intended for the benefit of the ])eo])le. It is unfor- 
tunate, Sir, that a section of tlie press — especially a daily paper like the 
^‘Ajad” — is preaching against prohibition. But as against this I 
submit that we have on one side the injunction of His Holiness the Pir 
Saheb of Furfura, and on tho- other the mandate of Mahatma Gandhi. 
If wo consider tlie injunctions of these two world famous persons, we 
fiball realise that a few^ articles in the ”Ajad” or some other paper 
cannot stand in our way. We have the holy injunctions of the Koran 
with us. We have also the mandates of other religions against the 
•drinking of wines and the use of intoxicants. Therefore, I submit, Sir, 
that it is incumbent upon the present Government, which professes much 
admiration for Islam, to accept the principle of prohibition 

{At this stage there was great uproar in the Chamber.) 


Wft SPEAKER: Order, order. I think I have repeatedly drawn the 
attention of this House to the fact that it is desirable that discussions 
on matters affecting the economic and political life of the people of thla 
country may be carried on an economic and political plane. Matters 
concerning religion and religious scriptures might safely be left out 
when economic and political questions are discussed. You will r^lise 
yourself the danger that once religion is allowed to intrude into dleoils^ 
•ions aHeoting the economic and political life of this country, you 
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kno# where you are going to stop, and I cannot forbid any other 
member from bringing in religion into such discussion in his turn. So/ 
I would appeal to you and to all members of this House that they, may 
kindly desist from dragging in religion in such matters. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDOIN AHMAD:* May I4(now, Sir, 
whether mentiim of religion is banned in this riouso? 

* • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh. no, no. What I was saying was that there 
was a danger in introducing religion when economic and political ques- 
tions were being discussed. 

• 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: But the danger 
is there already. It cannot but be admitted that Mussalmans are 
Mussalmans and Hiii lu^ are Hindus, and that wp have come here on 

communal tickets. 

• 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I do not like to take any 
more time of the House. I should only like to make my final appeal to 
all sections of the House — the Muslims, the Hindus, the Christians, the 
Europeans, and my friends of the scheduled castes — to see that the 
country is not forced to drink for the sake of revenue. I was born in 
this province, and I have sufficient knowledge as to the workings of the 
inner mind of the people. I submit. Sir, that they never drink wines, 
etc., willingly, unless and until excise shops are kept open before them 
and some sort of glamour is displayed before their eyes. So, if this 
principle is accepted and excise shops are closed, and if there be no 
opportunity of drinking wines or getting intoxicating drugs — I think 
the (*vils of drink will disappeai very 8(K)n. 

(Here the member having reacher his time-lirnil resumed his seat.) 

MAULVI ABDUL HAMID SHAH ; HC5TO. 

toJifTw 

TO ^ zk m tot stto wtrtR 

Assembly ? C*TO CTOfV — 

cut motion TOTTO IfW, 

cut motion ijT tniJCf.TO ^ bv? TOTTO 

SRT 8T1| 80 W*TrTOC 

2PTOW ^00..^ ®T yrtiJITOR, 5RT W, — 

eWfllMH C4Pr:?Ci:H prohibition a? 2[t^ bcc*l=[ 

=n’t ^ w ^>00^ ^ ^«Rr sPTO ract, vm vmm 

cw bCTr jjtpto bFa^n cron 

« TOT ?FTc^ TOnnr fnKf=r? drro 

swctI ^ totoI Usiw ’W SnPT to TObw, TOrrt 
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4rtiRc5 «(n[ 5w»r) «te«fwc*5« 

*ETCC f?F ^? 

ifl TOTIW^ CTO fR I ^ CW TO R W? «(C*RT ®[TTO^ 

cr5f^< ^feOtr-O^ ^CH< TOiRCl? ^TCTRf *llCb ^TO Hs^W CTniC'PC, 

cnr’TOt^ cro nK< r, ^®(^R*i> citr?c tot •^rs^rtro to^^s^-to^hr 

toR l fro ^ R f^ljjRH TO TOta ^ RTtt? 08 m Spjft, ’To 

Wl TOTOT: ^RR tor TO5 ^ Rrt^ oo snj 8 9R l>I^ ^ RT TOR, CR 
JCTOTO TOTO Wto prohibition ^TRIR «ti5«fRC^ TOIto ^ 

CTOTRR RT TOC ^ I "flCTOC RtR^ TO^RTRR RTOT TOTO?f cut motion 

R RK6 <T;;;?r;;^ R«?[r rr to? ?t i 

<3 TORc* nRf Sto?«t f^cf^ I ?t? CTOS rrTO afuTORrol mn toto? 
^(Tf^TO igRT R fbTOl CTOR TO. bT’TO C^ TO fTTO? SCfCJ TO C?C<t^ 

TO? i^Va^ CTOR I fro 5R^?r to to «nTR, ?rr ctt fro to 

&T?T TO CTOR — TO afiJl ' 

TO? ?f? CTO TO R, flTOC? ?TfW, TO?? nlw®! ^ ?R, TO^ ^ 

S rr-^^T ?TOR‘t ^ITTOC’t? fTON ?Tr?TR RCR ?f??r«T TOT^? C?T?R?, OTTO 
C^l^ RCR ^ gPTO aR URTR TOCR J^TO ?TI?Tt?T? CTO? CTOI TO ?ri 
TOOT TOR TOT ?5? ?tC^T TOTCR TOW TO?t? ?f;C?T TOfTO 1 OT? C? ?T ^T 

fOTTO? OTRRT W? SRT ?TTOR a^TO-?^? CTOS WC TO?*n?^ 5tC^ TO?, OTt 

?fRr TOCR H^TO*?;;ffR croe scr^ atciR to? ?t i 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May 1 know, Sir, whom 
he means by ''chhagaV ' — does he refer to us? (Laughter.) I am 
unable to follow the analogy that he is drawing. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou ean draw your own (‘oiielusion. (Laughter.) 

MAULVI ABDUL HAMID SHAH : to?? ?fTO TOWCR TORO ^ 

5RT ?^f? ?T^ I OT? <l?t ?rW-CR??T?[^, OT'I^^R ?OT’ C?R TOT? I 

?Rr RCR ?W f?R f?C?W ?RCS16 R?T TO. ?15 ?^R R nm TOOTT?! 
f?OTR? RS” ??T*’? 5RCr ?Rfs^ sni 0<& TOTT? 5T?T. CK RC^ 40^?IH ?^5TR COTS 
e?n W ?T?? ?PtT TOR ^ca 5^? 8o TOT? ?T?T I 

oro«H? TO??^R TOT nt?OTOT ?1??T R TOCR TOb ?TCiSrC^ ^ ?T?T ??rR 

^T^Cb SP^ TOR?, OTTOT R TO?TOT Mto sRT? ?TOTTR SR TOOT? TO?, <aW 
TO?Vl? ^??T? 5TO ?Ttl 

TOTO? C*t? ?0’?i <3^, TO??T?^ f?OTC?? RCR ®?T ??P? RT UTST ?fH 2POT?KTOI[ 
^0 0 .^ ^TTO R'CR spot? To R, OTTO OT? nT?TO TO R, ?0^?H Ministry, 
?*T?T ?T?TOC?T ?T?TO 5R f?t?OT W C^^ C4(?R?, OTCR ?I?W?1 ?I?TO 

f?f?OT TOTO ?1OTTR ^?OTtC?T? 5C?T TOCPTOT?? RT TOl 4?^ ?Rt TOTPTOOT¥ 
S’bl? TO TO, W?^ f??T TOt?IR Ministry c^ resign f?Cb TO I 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed bis seat.) 
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Mr. SHAH 8Y£0 GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI : wnf?? WW/ 

fro (Sl: Assembly 5 « =ntCiJ «1?n SOT TOT 

OTf 1 hWsr) fsTO 155 ^ K;y[mK J^swry. ittot 

motion jroarRi sro. 

motion <ilit *l[4HCK ^’‘Tf^ CTOOT^t 5[Tf^ ^ <3^: motion dis* fTO^ OT 

arrc? i wm sm mx^ « to ®rt 

o(R4T 2P^l ®RWr?I '3^ motion <3? hT*1^5 ^STT? 

^ fF^ froi ®1TO? SIR 5?r 31: motion R ^^TO RTCil. 35* 2[^OTRf 
r^TR ^5TT? <'S*^*(I*< S[f^ HAllV ?RIR 3 3^"^ CF5T *nil I 5TTr?[» 

Opposition R:5[ <151<U S(RT \5TOT ’'r'Ei TO5T5 C41C4CM. ®ITtsi SiT^ JR 

«iTfs^ ^ Iro^ w airoi ^ o4» ^ «nt*t 
^aTT? ^CSIR?^ ffaiR cn^ l^’TO ®ll[H STfR! 

4SH'l4i w STSR? 'yroj aiiro f?TO ®di?RjT croi 

R n5l4f< 31: STRTOI tWOT «(?Er ^ 8br TOH k "TO iJT^'T 

RTRtoRl * 

fTOTO ^ 3 ^ fTOTO« m^. ^ 3^ w7^ 

«K**f?[ 3 t(TR SRT TO? SraTR fTOT? ^'TO? CFUT TO TOC^l antR si^TORR? 

«iT?lt 3?^fTO CTOTO yisw^ R ?Ttl IJTT? fTOC? 

Kl?R ^ sni *(TTOR6 CTOTO ’TTC^^ ^1 '51T? 3«R 5^?T? s^TlWR? nttOT 
rRCi-? 3«(TR« mKU^ Sff^. ITTO ^TTO.. .R CTO TO* SF? CTO?Ct? 
5 "r?T 3 *FfTO iTTR? TO' Sm CTOT!) RRR?? iTTR? TO C 3 TCTO. TOTTO 5 ?^CSTO 
?*r?T TOOT nioli? 2 RTO? CTO? strotc?* ’r^ir? 1 c^ 3^ 

“tT^^U 3 *l ?’C 3 : csRRT? CF^ c?TTO?, ^ c ?i? f?^?r ^o ?TO? cfSt? IR ?r^i 

CR?^ ?TO? CF5T? ^RSW[ [«|5 *lf^ ®[a5[^ CTO?C1[, C^ fTOC? ?f? ’N1H?I f?C?FR 
^yf? ^rPTO ®ITsr(R? f?C?FR C?T?R^ to c^ctara^ tFSiS^^ TOF? Ministry ? ?IJT 

3tR ?I? TO« ?? 1 iTr? f>OT 37 wta 3^1^31 confluro 3^ TOf?W? (?n? 

to: ?C? SR 1 Tor HM? [HCC to: l ?fR fTf? CH^ KHC? TOIT SR CTOt^ 

TO?? 7TCTO21 TOsR 7R? f??;^ f?CTO ??C?Tl TO?r 5fTf? TOTO TOt^fsR^ f®M 
C? 4 «R H^TOT? TOR TO TOT TO?1? RR, HTO*t? TOR 


(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed Ids seal.) 


MR. A. M. A. ZAMAN : m^ RTO?. 4'3"HIC? 3^ Sr^TO fTO 

C? CRTOR4 fi57? 3?t ?TtTO «R? TOTORT CTORf 3^ 5^ Wl 3^ TOTO^R 
CSiaWT? 5 FT?r 3T ??C5T CRT*RR TOT^?!? H!c*l< fsRSi 3^3^6 C?TCaR RT^l 

•TWR^ Strol fef? C4lt3CM C? TOSIOT TOR TO?^ f*R TOCC di^ TOTOF C? P? 37 
power 3 position 5Rf CTO?Ci: 7T 3^ fro ?? ?Tt, «[ltR CTORC7 Ft 
CTOTO TOWIO? TOfTO CTORTO CTO TOPRI CW<R TOf C? TOT ?*C«t CTO 

hiUw «pir 5s p® njccrt w nmrF Jtpnro tpt ^r, <iirp« .mw aim® aSr 
WTOPu c#R snrai «nw» 
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think Mr. Jalaluddin Ahmad is now conyinced 
about the reason why I was saying that it would be desirable that dis- 
cussion should take place only ' on merits. I hope Mr. Zaman will now 
confine his remarks to the merits only. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

^ ^ ruling KcftTytftlH dTOTO ruling TOT ^ 

CTOit mx U\KX COT W OTtCf^l 

'BXX^ ciT’OT? ^ COT OTC disturbance 5? ^ 1 ^ W ^ ^TTOl? 

ruling ^OTT TO ?? lyTOT ruling <a?[ ^ ^ \ 

§4 

Mr. SPEAKER: I was very carelullj watching the debate. I 
cannot prevent a member if he says that it is not in the faith of a parti- 
cular religion thal certain thing should not be done and that is what the 
Maulana Sahib has said. I hope that as far as possible quotations from 
religious scriptures should be avoided as it generall}" leads to a 
controversy on religious subjects. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN; ^ riyrro? ^|?C5r =(r i 

f¥*iff isnit otT? ^ vshotto ctoot to 

OTCfl WfK CKtSTTOT WX(X TO OTTO CTOI«^ TO ^ 

fro TO ®rc*twr TOTI ^rrinoise and inturruption 

TO to; OTC€. 5TO TOT OT« ^ < 5%^ 

il*rCTr Hit, I 

(There were again interruptions from the Coalition Benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would appeal to the Coalition Party that if they 
have got the interest of the Legislature at heart, they wiU kindly give 
primary consideration to the principle that however controversial may 
be the speech of a particular member, he is entitled to a hearing. It 
will set up a bad precedent and it would be impossible for any Speaker to 
function, if the majority party at least do not give a member of the 
minority party a patient hearing, however revolutionary his arguments 
may b^ and however undesirable he may be from their points of view, 
I appeal to you to remember that the fundamental right of a member is 
the freedom of his speech, but 1 think that by your action you are 
making the speech of Mr. Zaman impossible to be heard. 1 hope you 
will kindly desist from doing so and not be carried away by passion. 

Mr. AHMED HUSAIN: We are not prepared to hear religious dis- 
course from a layman. 

r 

Mr. SPEAKER: Gan you point out to me how I can ^ut out » 
member if he says that this is my version of the ecripture. I hope you 
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will ]? 0 ifi 6 mber tkat this world is such a place that there is space for * 
a worm and there is space for a big mighty tree. In this Assenlbly 
there is scope for everything. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Do. you like 
that we should hear all these t lungs? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope wlu'n you speak you will contradict him 
but it is not desirable that lie slioiild he interrupted. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BOSE: May I point out that although 
it is not desirable to diaw religion in our debate in this House, is it 
not a fact that we in this House have come from religious constitu- 
encies. Our very existence here is based on religion and therefore if 
any appeal is made in the name of religion I do not think it can be 
shut out on ttat ground. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: 

OTTO 5Ttt JH"! *rTTO to ^ 

fwan OTitfir, to? i cnro Pf trrw nm to* 

n* fe TO to to to* C6TO niOTi 

<rRT sif'iff <(Rr* ^ OT^ c* wnnc 

mM CTO to CTO *r cro tor suitor toi*: iotto toc* *ti cw 
Minister CTO^OH btF ^TT C* «tTRTC*T” I 

The HorPble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 

Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 draw the attention of the Hou’ble Mr. 
Suhrawardy to the fact that my task becomes infinitely difficult if he 
also adds to my troubles. 

Mr. K. NOORUDOIN: Can a member who has been declared by 
his community as an outcast speak in the name of his religion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not supposed to know as to who has been 
declared an outcast, I am functioning here under the Government 
of India Act and I think everybody has the freedom of speech. 

Mr. SYED MLALUDDIN HASHMEYs On a point of order, Sir. 
Tile iitteiance of the hon’ble member is objecGondble and we appeal 
in you to*ask the member to withdraw his remarks. 
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Mrt 400iiH CHANDRA GUPTA: I draw your particular atten- 
tion to the aspersion that has been cast on a member of my party. It 
is a ^eIy serious thing to say that he has been made on outcast and I 
hope you will kindly ask him to withdraw. 

'ti'i 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there has been a reflection on any member, I 
would certainly ask the member who ma(Je it to withdraw. 

(Cries of withdraw, withdraw.) 

Mr, K. NOORUDDIN: Until any Muhammadan member from this 
side says that it is not a fart, T am not prepared to withdraw my 
remarks. 

Mr, SPEAKER: You realise that whatever might have happened 
outside you cannot attribute any motive against any member on that 
ground as doing that would tantamount to a reflection on a member. 

Mri K. NOORUDDIN: A fniwa has been issued against him and 
I as a Muslim cannot withdraw. I would rather withdraw from 
the Hou^e if resired. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I have to appeal to the Leader of the 
House to help me in such a position as to whether there has been a 
reflection on a member, and if so, wliether it should nol he withdrawn 
by a member of his party who has made it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will request my friend 
Mr. Nooruddiii lo withdraw. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: I witluiraw the remark. 

Mr. A. M. A, ZAMAN: ztt wi 

license ctotITtr isTTO TO 5m CTO5 rcto 

TO ^ ^ siT^e m ^ ^ TO acmm 

^ClVt. amm TO5 RTO TOR TO MTO 

mRl ^ RTTO ^ TOTOT fWR 6 TO 

Kim enrol <9^ prohibition TO ilRR TOR =IT I TOeiTS 

mro roiciR, ffror* r 

TO TOR« "tflTOltroi TOR^ SRI ^^CSbl TOP ^ tTOR RTR 

5Wf!l CTOR rwf TORt TO acpRl 

TO eeSr to Ri9i;ce 5Tt — tor Ttor totot a froi 
R[^b TO aTRE« R Appeal .Rfroxf-K noise and 

llrte*raption — ) R TOR TOTOW TO»(^ RT^ TOR" TORT WTO 
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^ CTOI CTt fl?F afH^^4 W HWI CITCSl Cim >TOt aTOI 

4IC9tnRt OTWI ^ <5TfTH OTOT C^THC IT *0^ IT 5[TfV 9TTOR JWf’TO'd 
nw f5^ci TO tnro «wrT totot T^to to^i 

MaulYl ABDUR RAZZAK: 

s[R^ *nnTO, ortto totoI fro^ fro to 

f^TO w w TOKC, «rrfsr ^ nro ^ crot 3rHq; 5 [tto 

JfRtPT ^ C4ICTOH, W=^ W W fWCFl !5WTO ^X<r« iTjf^ W WWCPC 
CTO ®t^c*r ^ ^ 1 TOT? r<*<i>i cTOr«t cr^ =r i al >nw Itotto 
a«P^«PPTO TOTO <ITOT ta ( and intorruptionB ) WTTO W 
tc<| TOT t>Ti5rW TO TO" iy<R 0^ a>R a?P$T "iff ^TTOT l*IT C^TO al TOf 
SRTW^ aCTOTC? C^TT^r CTOOro *rniRR, fa^8 foR ■tf^Fff aClTH ^ CVIT? 

wm CTOIR tOfK«r :RTCC(R JTO SRT TOTO ^\ CTTO n?[ 

optional •®TC? '^iCVt SRT TO OTTO COT^RTT BTTTO fSII 

XJH TO, OT?rTO TO«F WT:^ aCTOTO compulsory TO TOCI I 

TOTTO J^fTOT 5TO c^rofTOR aiiTO «nTO jrtot. to 

CTOXlfro TOTOT TOCf ; aJTO TO[^ TO aTOl C«[TO TO? TO OTTO? TOT? ?"?;;TO 
C? r c gT Cf ? TOT? ?TO, «Tf?? TOT, support TO6 TOT, 'OTf? ITO^I 5^ TOOlTa CT 
TOT, fro Civil Court a? Munsiff C?? C?OTT, Clerk C?? C?OT a?H 

BR}T=rT c?OT ?»;;? TO« « n;? tcr«?TC^ sw;;;?*! c?«?t ??, to toto?t f?iTO 

C’T fro a^ House a al 5T? C?ot: *w;;? 1 froc??! Co-operativo Bank ai 
??B^ ?«;;? CTO?CTR, CJWC? ^ CTOT 3^C??*t ?T?TO TO ?? I OT ?1? TO?T?T ?»;;? CTOW 
TO?? ( hear, hear, laughter and noise ) a?? a? ??^ TO?T CTO TOff 
?tc^ TO? ?fa?i TOT? TO ?? ?n TO «TO jrItos TO s?t ?'i<?tc? 

C?6?r ®1OT5 ?? I fro TO a^ cut motion support TO ?T? OT? a^ ?7TOTC?? 

TOnj TO i ??? ?;Hn TO? TO aTO^ ?? aTO «(T?rc^ tou to. c^ ??? c?l?r 

5T?5[, TOT? C»T^I>T TO^ TO — TOTC?? ?C*?*« aTO ?CTO. a?? CTO ?T? TO out 
motion support TOf OT? ?f*3? ?7^? ?? OT?*C^ C(T??T C?*!?^ tai?^tl5 OT?? ?r l 
CTOTT TO?T ?f*a? support C¥T?C^ TO l OT?TO ®TO TOt House a? 

?7rTO?TOTOat??RTOCTOaJTOC??^CTOTC?T^^ j.* 4^ 

vUr ^.y Uy TOrt TOTC?? CTOCV TO ?TC15 ?T*TO? ?ROT??ni ?TC¥ C»l*!OTC?l 

TOT? TO aTO TO" a^ C?, a^ C? cut motion ?TOC?? S?? TOT? KOTffl C?aiT? 
fw SCTOT TOC a^ aTO ?C*TO f??I ?? ( Interruption ) cut motion a? 
f?TO TO I5CTOT TO? C?TC? TOT? ?C? f? ?r, al motion TOT? SCTOT TOT 
CTO a;;^ f??3?( TO fiTi to aTO air? c?Tc?t tot? ?f?T c?? toc?ti 

• 

Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUOHURI: Sif, I rise to extend 
av whoR-hearted rapport to the motion so ably nmved by my fritad 
SO 
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Mr. Birendra Nath Majumdar. In doing so, 1 would take this belated 
oppo/tunity to contradict some of the statements that were made by the 
Finance Minister in course of his speech in connection with the Excise 
Demand last August, It is unfortunate, Sir, that we have no light of 
reply in connection' with such motions. Had we not been deprived cf the 
right of reply, I would have taken the earliest opportunity to contra- 
dict the statements at the time when they yere made. Now, Sir, this 
is what the Finance Minister said on the last occasion. **My friend 
Bai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri derided the remark in our Bed Book 
that BengaFs excise revenue was the lowest in India. We stated only 
a fact.” I ^venture to say again it is not a fact that Bengal yields the 
lowest excise revenue. The total excise revenue of Bengal stahds 
next, if I remember aright, to those of Bombay and Madras. Bengal 
yields a larger excise revenue than Bihar and the Punjab, and even a 
higher revenue than the United Provinces. IP is therefore not a 
fact that Bengal yields the lowest excise revenue* in India.” 
Then, Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister proceeded to 
piopound a theory of his own. He said “it is enjoined by the Muham- 
madan religion that Muhammadans should not drink and the Punjab 
and Bengal, being predominantly Muhammadan, the excise levcnue” — 
I interrupted him with a question : — What about Bihar and the United 
Provinces? The Hon’ble the Finance Minister said in reply, that in 
“Bihar and the United Provinces it is not so low.” As he was confus- 
ing the House, I put in another interjection — I enquired, “May 1 know 
what the Finance Minister means by low — does he mean the incidence 
of revenue per head of population in the United Provinces? Then the 
Hon'ble Mr. Sarker in a temper continued “every day I find my 
friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri challenging my figures, but 
I can say that my figures are quite correct. I say that the excise 
revenue is low per capita^ etc.”. This, again is not a wholly correct 
statement, it is only partly correct so far as Bengal goes, but it is 
wholly incorrect with reference to the Punjab. Now, Sir, permit me 
to refer to the incidence of excise revenue in these provinces. It will be 
seen on referring to the statistical abstract for British India that the 
incidence per head of excise revenue is four annas three pies in the 
United Provinces, five annas one pie in Bihar, and as much as six annas 
two pies in the Punjab. This is. Sir, what I have to say as regards the 
statements made by the Hon'ble the E'inance Minister. 

I now proceed to the speech delivered by the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of Excise on that occasion. He said that “Bengal is proud that 
it is the most teanperate province in India”; then he continued “the 
consumption of country liquor is the lowest in thi.s province and it has 
been steadily going lower and lower still.” This statement, again, is 
a mis-statement inasmuch as the revenue from country liquor is not 
going lower and lower still. v 
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TIN HMl'bte Mr. H. t, 8UHRAWARDY: Not revenue but con- 

gnJopiioB. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But any rate the Ke- 
port does not say so. Let me know quote from the ilxoise A.ilminisira- 
tion Eeport for the year 1935-36 ; There it is said that consumption 
under the head ‘‘Country sj)irit’* increased by 60, H5 London Proof Gal 
Ions in the year under report, 1935-36, in comparison with what it 
was in the year 1933-34. Then^ again, consumption of [uuhawai in 
terms of maunds of rice amounted to 1,36,427 mauiuls us against 
l,y,702 maunds in the course of the previous year. So, Sir, we had 
a higher consumption under the head “Country spirit”. Let me now 
proceed to the other allied matters. It is widely known that Bengal i« 
the worst sinner in opium and other drugs. Bengal leads in opium 
revenue, and it is almost the runner up, the second best I mean, in 
other drugs. Here let me refer again to the report for 1935-36. It is 
said that consumption of opium during the year undei report was 042 
maunds, 39 seers as compared to 652 maunds, 11 seers. It was less only 
by about 10 maunds. But what steps did Government take to see that 
consumption grew less and less I' Well, the total number of licenses issu- 
ed for retail sale was 906 in 1935-3(> as compared 

to 890 in the previous year. The number of licenses 

increased. That indicates that Government offered more 
facilities for consumption of opium. I would again 

draw the attention of the House to the statement that was once made 
in the House of Commons by Earl Winterton os Tender-Secretary 
of State for India in 1925-26. He said that in India (he 

duty on opium was increased by 50 per cent, and as a result consump- 
tion dropped to one-third of the amount that was consumed in 1911- 
12. That figure was not a correct figure, and that statement was not 
even correct so far as Bengal was conceined for the year 1935-»36. J^ast 
August the Hon’ble Minister in charge said that in 1935-'16 the total 
consumption of opium was 28,000 seers as against 67,000 in 1911-12. 
So, we see that consumption had not been reduced by two-thirds even 
in the year 1935-36. There is ample justification therefore for our 
Government to proceed with a prohibition policy in right earnest. 
If you really believe that Bengal is the soberest province in the whole 
of India, why should you not sincerely launch a prohibition scheme 
and take your rightful place as the leader of the prohibitionists among 
the Indian provinces? 

(Here the member having reached the tirae-liml^, resumed his seat.) 

itg yint ilD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD'S 

inpnrar swira rrennr Aesembiy cff sm ?niiir 
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ftwiCTt afm «of>Hrffi ^ ?wwt i^w vot© *^79wn?oc 
?nir w WTO ?writ dpow ^Tfswrtii Awembiy i 

Houb© «a stc^pr TO ^7(*wrTO siot wuro 

© frow rf^n fw 4<aw •nftr ^\ iwt fstcil ©<tiw 
5Wi ^frortr «fp^TO CTifw © M^ri to tow to toto to. wbt, 

fro TO5 CTO TOWTt TOW?[ •TO ^ \ TOTf^Rt [?r-ji;;'CW (TOTO) 

M«jw «ifKTO fp[ w. rrro toi 'o^tto to toto;i 

ITO CTOIW fag pcr sffTOtTOR, “CTOW ^*^15 TO? «TO fTO? W( ^ ?fTO- 

toR — «TO:, d^«[?[ 5RT. ‘«n'*TO* iSRTl ‘ '5*I'5ICV ?tTOfTOR, ©{?T 

wr«ir* ^$T RT’ nVi ^ ?fTfTO6 ^ TORl Irto 

5rt; TOTO nV ^^TO ^iTOfTORr* TOTO^"^ 

TO^TFCTO TO WW ^l^WTO ^ TO CTO TO TOTOTO C?ET fTOW 2OT 
hW •CTTOl TO TO TOR, RfR CTO R^WTO TOC^ TOTC^« fsW 

ww TO Rlci[ RtR Rff «fnRf c^ r;i[ ^froi prS^t »tf?r RfR rt «[tc^. to 
CR tfRV afCTO ^ffW5 R^CRI C^ "(ff « RTR ;n“ RTC?f — ClTORt TOR RTTOF 

WTTO TO I TOTO, TOW fTOTR. CTO R^TOW ^TOW RfR TO TOT ROT, 

R7WTO ROT R!r CR fTOOT fTCR, RSR^TO fTORT RT ^fRST CR^ CR&T TO, 

n®T TOW, TOOT RRTTOT TOT fTO RtCRl RB5 t RTv ROT, Rfj TOW RfWT 
8¥ Rf^ ROT^R RfTOTR rTto RtCRl iRrt R^ITO R7TOTCRR fTOW « aiROTR 
fRRTl 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, I admit 
with very j^reat regret that we have not been a])le to do anything in 
the matter of prohibition except that Government have decided in the 
next financial year to make experiments in one or two districts. Sii, 
my friend the honourable Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri has found 
out some mistake in the figures given in my statement last year. The 
figures were supplied to me by the Secretariat staff and I do not want 
to grudge Mr. Rai Chaudhuri his satisfaction in competing with 
Secretariat officials. But so far as my statement is concerned, I say, 
I am correct, correct in the sense that in Bengal the pi'oblem of drink 
evil is not so ruinous and so pressing that we must put this in the 
forefront of our programme. Sir, my contention obtained support in 
the election manifestoes of the Praja and League Parties. 1 have 
searched their election manifestoes and I do not find, at any place 
anywhere in the long catalogue of things to be done, the subject of 
prohibition. Hence, I think they did not include this because it is 
not so pressing iu Bengal as in other big provinces. Sir, I want to 
read certain figures** which have been collected by efficient officers of 
the Secretariat. On tlie budget figures of the current jear the yield 
from excise revenue per capita is as follows; Bengal, ;29,‘ the Central 
jj^i^vinoes *41, the l^unjab :44 Madras .*^1, Bombay 1*65. And il 
we turn to the bordering provinces of Assam and Bihar we End that 
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the figure for Assam is *41 and for Bihar *31. On that basis I say 
thj^ the drink eyil is not so pressing in Bengal as in other proyjnces. 
I shall try to prove it by other figures also — 

Rii HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: l\at is a diferent 
matter. • 

TIM Hon’bto Mr. NAkINI RANJAN EARNER: If that be a 
different matter, I do not want to quarrel with Mr. Rai Ohaudhuri, 
but I am placing my point for whatever it is worth. In the rural 
areas of this province one country spirit shop serves on an average an 
ar^a of 103 square miles, as against 47 s^iuare miles in !Bombay, 26 
square miles in Madras, and 46 square miles iu Bihar. In some areas, 
where the population is predominantly Mnhomedan, the number of 
square miles served thereby is much greater than the average. Thus 
in the Dacca Division it is 180 square miles and iu the Chittagong 
Division 28^ square miles. I do not say there is no need for prohibi- 
tion, but what I want to impress upon the House is that we have not 
put prohibition as the first item in our programme for the Ijeague and 
Praja Parties who are the supporters of this Government want to push 
forward those matters first for which they are pledged to their consti- 
tuencies. We are trying to give effect to that programme, but in 
doing so, we do not say that we shall not give effec t to prohibition. 
We shall make experiments in one or two districts next yt*ar, and iu 
this matter we are in good company, because prohibition is one of 
the iiupoitaut programmes of the Congress and in all tlie Congress 
Provinces except in Madias, the prohibition programme will be given 
effect to after Ist April, 1938. None of the province.s except Madras, 
and that also in one district, have taken that up and although in their 
election programme they have said that it will be given effect to, they 
are all doing it next year. We are also doing it next year. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: In which district 
please? 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will reply. 

Tha HonlHa Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Then, Sir, one of 
the speakers has said that we have not only not done anything to 
effect prohibition, but as a matter of fact our revenue has been 
increased. Sir, to that speaker I reply, let him look to the budget 
figures of tbe Madras Government where for tbg last whole year or 
six months at least they tried their level best to effect prohibition in 
Salem Distriat, and that was done by no less a man than Mr. C. 
Eajagopala Ckariar whose influence throughout th# country is so mveh 
tliat kiarwond is law in Uiat district, and in spite of six months* trial 



m 


DEMAND FOE GRANT, 


[ 26 tr Mm., 


in prohibition, their rereune, bo far as revised estimates are concerned 
for thp current year, has been increased by 15^ lakhs, and in every 
province I have scrutinised the speeches of the Finance Minister. In 
those provinces where they want to introduce prohibition next year, 
every Finance Minister has said that they will do it gradually district 
by district, «and in "Bombay also, which is a strong Ck>ngreBs Province, 
they have not begun prohibition in the Bombay City mill areas where 
the liquor habit is most excessive and persistent. They have all begun 
with district areas. 

My friend Mr. Zaman, a labour meriiber, has said that in the labour 
area there i§ illicit distillation going on, yet the Government has not 
done anything. My friend is a member returned from the labour 
constituency, and he ought to look to the interests of the labour cons- 
tituency. If he sees that there is anything unlawful going on thei*e, 
it is his duty to bring it to the notice of the Government. Sir, my 
friend has not done so yet. • 

Then another member has said that we have increased our expendi- 
ture on Excise Department. That is so, because of additional police 
officer to stop illicit distillation as has been discovered in the Garia- 
hata Excise Case. That is why we had to increase our staff to stop all 
these illicit distillations. 

Sir, one point that I want to bring to the notice of this House is 
that it is being said that on religious grounds the Muhammadans 
should not vote on this item. Sir, I have taken some pains to look to 
the year books of Egypt and Turkey, and I find. Sir, that they have 
large amount of excise revenue in those countries, though they are 
predominently Muhammadan. And what are Congress friends 
insisting onP They also do not say that prohibition should be effected 
within one year. Even in the Congress Provinces they are doing it 
gradually district by district, and if there is prohibition in one dis- 
trict, in the rest of the province excise activity will be going on, and 
they have to vote for the maintenance of the staff for those districts; 
BO, if there is at all a conflict with the tenets of religion, it will be 
there even if one or two districts go dry. If you want prohibition — 

(The Hon’ble Minister having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Th« HoiPMa Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, I will be 
very brief in enunciating the policy of this department, and I hope 
the Honble Mr. j5ur]jer has replied to the various points suitably. 

Sir, at the previous session, a definite view was expressed in this 
Assembly, and the Hon'ble Chief Minister was pleased to declare 
that total prohibition is the ultimate goal of the excise policy of this 
Province, and that as a beginning, experiment in prohibition^ will be 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


467 


^ndeltaken in one or two selected areas. These were the very words 
he d^lared on the floor of this House. Sir, he also undertook to»]nake 
use of the Publicity Department of Government in order to encourage 
propaganda in favour of prohibition. In response to the above 
pronouncement, Government have decided to enforce prohibition of 
alcoholic beverages in the district of Noakhali as an experimental 
measure and we will do it from the Ist April 1938. The Publicity 
Department have also undertaken to encourage propaganda by approved 
non-official agencies in favour of total abstinence from liquor and 
drugs. Indulgence in alcohol flpnd drugs should be discouraged by all 
means, but it is not possible within a short interval to change the 
hffbits and customs of hundreds and thousands of people. Paiticular 
regard has had to be paid to the customs of the aboriginals among 
whom drinking is a social and religious custom. 

In a campaign of prohibition, persuasion must be tried first of all 
as a preliminary to compulsion and the display of force should be 
avoided as far as possible. Much will depend upon the success of the 
propaganda to educate the public in temperance. 

As excise provides an important source of provincial revenue, the 
policy of prohibition entails grave financial implications. New sources 
of revenue must be found to offset the loss to the existing excise 
revenue as well as to meet the considerable extra cost of <he pre- 
ventative organizations required to enforce prohibition. Until some 
new source of revenue can \ye found, there will be a heavy deficit in 
the finances of this Province. Such a deficit would handicap Govern- 
ment by reducing the amount of money available for nation building 
services and schemes. It would be a deplorable alternative if in trying 
to implement a policy of prohibition, some of the important construc- 
tive schemes have to be su8i)ended or sacrificed. The financial side of 
the problems therefore calls for most careful study, and it is hoped 
that the legislature will accord Government adequate time and oppor- 
tunity to study this all imiwrtant aspect of the question l)efore asking 
them to launch such an ambitious programme towards the goal of 
prohibition. Some time should be allowed for studying the working 
of the experiment in the district of Noakhali. In the meantime, the 
present G ^vemment may be permitted to maintain the policy of mini- 
mum consumption with maximum revenues. The present policy im- 
poses an effective restriction which serve the cause of temperance by 
limiting consumption to the minimum requirements. If consumption 
is principally restricted, there is a grave risk that illicit manufacture 
of liquor which has in recent years increased tp an alrming extent, 
may assume unmanageable proportions. 

HM*bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, in Hrinffinp thw Aehaf 
to a cl»»e, I wish to emphasise one or two points to which reierence 
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itas been made by my colleague the Finance Minister. In the first 
places prohibition was not an item in the party programme either of 
the Proja Party or of the League. The reason, Sir, is very obvious. 
We, who stand here for ameliorating the condition of the masses, know 
very well that our* masses either Hindu or Moslem never touch even 
a diop of cErink and the prohibition of drink among the poor masses of 
Bengal is not from that point of view a crucial point of the problem 
of the day. It is only the middle class from* which the members of the 
various political bodies are drawn who mdalga ia drink (laughter). 
So far as the masses are concerned, k is neither necessary nor is it 
called for, that any particular attention should be given to prohibition 
af the expense of carrying out other important iteva ia our programme. 
Next Sir, it has been said that we announced a policy of total prohibi- 
tion but did nothing. It is not a fact. Not only did we select a district 
but I can tell the House, that immediately after tke decision was taken 
in August, early in October we had been in communication with the 
district authorities, and we have been trying to encourage voluntary 
workers in the work of carrying out the policy of prohibition and 
popularising prohibition in the districts. We have warned the people 
that from the 1st of April, 1988, they would have to put up with a 
policy of total prohibition in the districts. The reason why I selected 
Noakhali for the prohibition of liquor is not on account of its unim- 
portance as regards the low consumption of liquor there but for various 
other obvious reasons. Whenever you take up a programme of prohibi- 
tion in a district you have to guard the frontier in order that there may 
not be any illicit traffic from the adjoining district. Noakhali is very 
favourably situated in this respect. On one side there is the river 
Meghna on the other side there is the Bay of Bengal, and you have 
got to protect only one boundary and the part of another boundary, 
and it will be less expensive at the same time. This I admit, and, 
therefore, Sir, this place is very favourably situated for guaranteeing 
experiment in prohibition. If this exjieriment at all fails, we will 
aeoede from that, but we will not stop and we will not go on without 
prohibition. But we are not going to stop here. From Noakhali we 
will pass on to Chittagong. Chittagong is also another district which 
is favourably situated for prohibition ; from that, Sir, we go to Comilla 
and then take up in this way the whole of the Chittagong division and 
work and see how far prohibition succeeds. Therefore, we have not 
broken our iMt>mi8es, but we have made good the promises we made, 
and I can assure this House that I am honestly and the Excise Depart- 
ment. is honestly trying to see how far this experiment in prohibition 
•UQoeeds, Sir, I liTouJld say only one word to Mr. Zaman to correct him 
when he says that prohibition was enforced all at once in the earliest 
revelation in Quoran. It was merely on the principle that drink is an 
ahnmination like a g^e of chance, and ao far an the next prehiytion 
WM concerned it is that the Msslims shenid net stand up ler thaif 
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praytr in a spirit af intoxication but even then, there was no prohibi- 
tion, It was only at a later staj^e that a total prohilntion qpme. 
Therefore, even in the injunction of Quoran, prohibition came only by 
slow degrees. Therefore, there is nothing extraordinary when we have 
not been able to bring in prohibition all at once. Nobody has done so 
in this world. I am confident that where Islam did not succeed, nobdy 
else can succeed. Sir, except Madras where the drink problem is so 
acute that there are about one country shop for every 20 square miles. 
No other Congress province has started prohibition except of course, 
Bihar and Orissa. In Orissa the Prime Minister has asked me for a 
message to be read out on the Ist of April for the encouragement of 
projiibition. I have also asked him to give us a message oif the Ist of 
April. Roughly speaking, both the provinces are going to take to 
prohibition at the same time. Such being the case, there is no ease 
made out I hope, Sir, to say that we have been sleeping over the 
matter. And I submit. Sir, that this cut motion with its insistent and 
great appeal % the Muslim religion and the teachings of the Quoran 
have behind it only a political move to split the Muslims, though the 
mover’s desire may be that a certain policy should be carried out. Sir, 
the majority of the Muslim members of this House can see through the 
game and they are not going to be misled, and they know very well 
that better results cannot be achieved in this direction than what they 
can get at the hands of the present Government. Sir, T do not wish 
to take up the time of the House any longer, but I wish to submit that 
attempts have l>een made to cloud the issue and mislead the Muslims, 
and I hope the Muslims, the majority of them, viz., three-fourth of 
them will show that they are not going to be misled. (Loud 
Applause.) 

Mr, SPEAKER: May I request the members before I put the cut 
motion to the vote, that they would kindly go to their respective seata 
during the time the Division bell is ringing. 

The cut motion of Dr. H. C. Mukherjce that the demand under 
the head “8 — Provincial Excise” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put 
and lost. 

The cut motion of Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar that the demand 
under the head ”8 — Provincial Excise” be reduced by Rs. 100 waz 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Barker that the demand under 
the head *‘8 — Provincial Excise” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put 
and a division claimed. 

(When the House was dividing several memi^s drew fth^ atteo^ 
tion of Mr. Speaker to alleged canvassing.) t 
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Tht Hon’M* Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, Maulti Abu Hosaain 
*Sarker is canvassing among the scheduled caste members. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! ! Mr. Speaker, Sir, canvassing is going on 
near this door. May I name the member, Sir? 


Mr. SPEAKER: No, not now. 


Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: Sir, l*'would again draw your attentimi 
to the fact that canvassing is going on. 

» • 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order. I hope that there will be no can- 
vassing in that comer. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The House is divided, but I propose* to check the 
division list once again because there is said to be a slight difference 
in calculation of the opposition Whip. Of course it does not sub- 
stantially affect the result. 


AYEI. 


AMii HatMi, KhM Salittfar lyaS. 

AMal MakiM, Maalvl. 

AMal MaJM, Maahrl. 

ANai MaJM, Mr. tyai. 

AMal WakM. Maalvl. 

Ala Naiaala larkar, Maalvl. 

Akal rail, Mr. Mtf. 

Aakarna Okaaikary, Makarala laiki Kaata, af 
Maktaiaaka, Myiaaailagk. 

AMak Ail. Mr. 

AkaiM All MrMka, MaalvL 
Akaita Kkaa, Mr. lyM. 

Ailaiaaaia AkuaS, Mr. 

•aavrlav, Or. laratk Okaaira. 

•aavrjl, Mr. F. 

MaaarlM, Mr. Fraaiatlia Natk. 

Mtaarfat, Mr. Itkaatfe. 

Saaadl. Mr. lalya Friya. 

MMarjaa, Mr. Maaaraa|aa. 

Maraia, taka Fraaikari. 

•araiaa, Saka Ikyaaia Fraaak. 
taaa, Mr. taataaS Kaiur. 

•kaarailk, Or. SaklaSa SSaaSra. 

■lawM, Mr. taraaira mHu 
Maaa, Mr. karal Okaaira. 

Okakrakarty, Oaka Naraaira Narayaa. 
Skakrakarty. Mr. iaiiaira Natk. 

OkallaFaikyay, Mr. Narlpaia. 

Skaaikarl, Ral Naraaira l|«tk. 

Mai, Oaka Maklai Okaairk* a 
Maa, Oaka Raikaaiatk. 

Mil, Mr. MaaaMkaa. 

Maaa, taka O a k a ai r a Natk. 

Mai taplai iaka Kkasaaira NfMi. 

Maa eapta, Or. i. M. 


Oatta, Mr. Okiraaira Natk. 

Oalal, Mr. Naraaira. 

Oatta, Mr. takaaiar. 

Oatta Qayta, Mfaa Mira. 

Oatta Muaaiiar, Mr. Nikaraaia. 
Eaiiaiai Naaaa, Kaii. 

Faiiar Rakaian Maktaar, Mr. 

Okaia, Mr. Atal Kritkaa. 

Oiaiaiila Ahmai, Mr. 

Oiasaiila Akmai Ckaaikary, Mr. 
Oaawaaii, Mr. Tulti Okaaira 
Oayta, Mr iakaak Okaaira. 

Sapta, Mr. i. N. 

Haiaa All Okaarikary, Mr. Oyai. 
Hiaiatiiagka, Mr. Frakkaiayai. 
iaialaiiia Haakaaiy, Mr. Oyai. 
iaaak Ali Malaaiiar. Maalvi. 

Kkaltaa, Mr. Oaki Fraaai. 

Kkaa, Mr. Oakaaira Lali. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. Hlakltka Natk. 

Mataaiila, AkaNi Or. 

Matti, Mr. NIkaaJa Oakari. 

Maitra, Mr. Oaraaira Makaa. 

Maji, Mr. AivaNa Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar. Mrt. Naaiaprtva. 

Maiaaiiar, Mr. Okraaira Natk. 

Mar, Mr. lawar Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. iagaaira Natk. 

Maaial, Mr. Kriakaa Fraui. 
MaaNanaauui Maaiaaaii, MaaMaa Mi. 
Maokal Naiaia, Mr. 

Maakarlaa, Mr. OyiaiaFraMi. 
MakaaiaMi Ikrakha, Maalvi. 

MakarO, Mr. Ok ir aai ra NarayaN. 


Makarko, Or. N. 0. 
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■iWil^illNAMMlu 
mmuf AM MM takik, m. 
NMMr, ». HMi etaMra. 
fai ,«r.taraiaMrtiMM. 

«a«inM AkaaC «r. 
tay, KaaMT IMk ihalikartiaar. 
Hay. Mr. tfeani ttaakra. 

Kay. Hr. KaMlkriftoa. 

Kay. Hr. KIraa taakw. 

Kay. Hr. KMMri Fali. 

Kay. Mr. Maaaallia KaMi. 

Kay. Ral KataMr KtMratf Obaaara. 


NOEt. 

AMobAils. Haalaaa M. 

AMal Karl. Maahri. 

AMvl Hate, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Nail Hla. Mr. 

AMmI Nakata, Mr. 

AMal Nakla VlkraapaN. Mr. Mi." 

AMal NaaM, Hr. A. M. 

AM« I HaaM tkak. Ilaalvl. 

AMuliakkar, Maahri. 

AMal iakkar Maaa. Mr. Mi. 

AMjI Kaiar. Mr. 

AMal Karla, Mr. 

AMal Uttf Kiiwai. Haaltri. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa. Maalal. 

AMJia-AI MakaaM. Mr. 

AMjr Rakaaa, Kkaa KahMar, A. r. M. 

AM.r Kakaaa IMilal, Mr. 

AMur Raickli Makaaai. Mr. 

ANar Ratktai, Maalvi Mi. 

AMjr Raat, Kkaa laklk Maahri I. 

AMjr Raaf, Mr. Ikak. 

AMar Ranak. Maalvi. 

AMai tkakaai, Maahri Mi. 

Akidar Raia Okaarikary, Kkaa RtkMar. 

Akal Haikla, Maalvi. 

Akal Naiala, Mr. AkaM. 

Akal Qaaaaa, Maalvi. 

Aftak Naaiala iaaria, Maalvi. 

AkaM Naaaia, Mr. 

ANtiaiila AkaM. Kkaa ialaiar. 

AainaNah. Maalvi. 

Aair AH , Mi. Mia. 

Aaivraaa, Mr. i. P. 

AfkraraN, Mr. M. 

AalM Naaaala Kkaa, Maahri. 

Aikar AM. Maahri. 

Kaaaarana, Mr. H. 0. 

Karat AH, Hr. Mi 
Karma, Hr. PMpaflt 
Kiaarai. Kaka Lakakal Ranqraa. 

Kratkar, Hr. F. i. 

•aapkaM, Hr Kaarfa. 

R klayMi a la. Mr. 4. W. 

Kratiali, Hr. L. H. 

Kai, Hr. Aaakal ikaaira* 
tikar. Hr. Kpaajraaatk. 

FarkM Raaa ikaai kary , Mr. M. 

Farkat Raaa KkauuR, Kafta. 
raMal Na^ tka Naa*Ma Mr. A. K. 
raalal QaaMr, Kkaa Kak aiar Maalvi. 

Fiilar Kakaaa, Hr. 

•aiaa iarvar Haaafal. Mr. tkak iyM. 


taaaaMak , AI-NaJ Haalaaa Kr. 
•aayal. Dr. NaHaakaka. 
taayal. Hr. lataaka tokkw. 
tM, Hr. RaiMMra Natk. 
IkakMali. Mr. 
tkaaiaiiia Akaai, Hr. M. 
•laka, trtjal Maalaira Kkataa. 
tar. Hr. Naraaira Kaauur. 
TaalaaMla Kkaa. Maahri. 
Tkakar, Hr. Praaiatka Rakjaa. 
Yaataf Mina. 

Vataf All tfcaaikary. Hr. 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Kaaias, Mr. I. A. 

•rHtitkt, Mr. 0. 

iaraai, Mr. Daaikar tlafk. , 

Haklkaliak, tkf Haa'Ma Nawak Kakaiar K.. at 
Dacca. 

NaRcaiila tkawikary, Maahri. 

Namlaiila AknM, Kkaa laklk. 

Naaiiltaa. Mr. K. A. 

Hacaaanaaiaa. Maalvi Mi. 

Hatbcai All Kkaa, Kkaa KahMar. 

Naslaa MarthM, Mrv. 

NatamMly iaaiMar, Kkaa takik. 

Nayaraai, Mr. Rafcra. 

Ncairy, Mr. Davii. 

Hirtccl, Mr. M. A. F. 

Naaiaa, Mr. F. T. 
lirit Ahaici Mia, Mr. 

Icpabaai, Mr. M. A. H. 
ialalaiiia Abaiai, Kkaa Kakaiar. 
iaiiaiaiiia Akaiai, Mr. 

Kakiraiiia Kkaa. Kkaa laklk. 

Kcaaciy, Mr. I. R. 

Maiiaiiia Akaici, Maalvi. 

Maiiaiioa Okaaikary, Maalvi. 

Magalrc, Mr. L. T. 

Maktakaiiia Akmci, Kkaa Kakaiar. 

Maaial. Mr. Aairila Lai. 

Maaiat, Mr. Kirat Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. iafat Ikaaira. 

Maairaiiia Akkaai, Maalvi. 

MMar, Mr. I. 

Mttac-Rakcrtsaa, Mr. C. K. L. 

Makaaiaici All, Kkaa Kakaiar. 

Mibiia AH, Mr. Mi. 

Margaa, Mr. K. . 0. 1. K. 

Maaliai All MaUak, Maalvi. 

Mataaiaicl Hag, Maahri Mi. 

HakaaiauMi Aftal, Kkaa laklk Maahri lyci. 
Mafcaaiaiai Ickagac, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai liiiigac. Dr. lyci. 

Mahaaiaiai Idalmaa, Kkaa laMb Maalvi. 
MaMck. Ike Nca'Mc Mr. MakaNa Kckary. 
MaRMi, Mr. PaKa Kckary. 

Maiharraf Haccala, the Naa'Ma Naarak, Kkaa 
Kakaiar. 

Mactagwal Haga% Mr. lyai. 

MacKregar. Mr. K. K. 

Kaaiy, the Haa’Mc Maharaja trie ikaaira, at 
KaMaikacar. 

Naackcr AH, tkc^^cfTkla Mr. lyai. 

Ka a l Mai il a, tka Naa’Mc Kkwi|a Hr, K. H I. K. 
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MnrvMhi. Mf. K. 
m. M. R. 

RtlltiV ^ 

RM4 Mr Hart toiiliar. 

RMMiwi, KIM RtlUMhir A. M. L. 
Raflial, tkt NmM«, Mr. Ptmmm Daft. 
RMJMMfti TaraMar, Maalvi. 

Ray OlMtfliary, Mr. tlrMiini Kiafeara. 
Raiaar RaliaiaVi Khaa, Mr. 

Ran, Mr.J. R. 

Ray, Raia Rattraai. 

Ray, Um Haa'Ma Mr Rlfay RraM MafR. 
Ray, Mr. Ohaaaajay. 
taiaraMa ARaiaa. Mr. 

MitraMia Aluati, Mali. 

•aNai, Mr. 1. A. 


•arfcar. RaRa MaifcaaaRaa. 

•arfcar, tN Maa’Ma Mr. MMM RiRlaa. 
laaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

•RaRaRaiMa, Mr. KRarala. 

IRaanaRMa ARaM KRaaiRar, Mr. 
•RaaiMl Haia, Maalaaa. 

MagRa, RaRa KtRaIra HaML 
Mr«ar, RaRa LHta Maatfa. 

•Itvta, Mr. 4. W. R. 

RaRraarariy, tRt Naa’Mt Mr. N. I. 

TaM ARaiaR RRaaiRary, MaaM Haji. 
WaHar kaRaiaa, MaaM. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 
rWarRmrartH. Mr. W. R. 

ZaRar ARaiaR ORaaRRary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes being 97 and Noes 133, the motion was lost. 


The original motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Prasaniia Deb Kaikut that 
a sum of Eft. 19,40,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“8— Provincial Excise’* was then put and agreed to. f 


ThM Hori’bla Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 2,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt.” 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,000 under the head ‘*5 — Salt” be reduc ed by Rs. 100, to raise 
a discussion about the policy of the Government with respect to the 
development of salt industrj" in Bengal and the inadequacy of the 
grant. 

Sir, Bengal has got enough sources of salt-supply which require only 
development for the purpose of reviving the salt industry of Bengal 
on a sound commercial basis. 

The saliferous area extends over a distance of 445 miles on the east 
coast from Balasore to Chittagong. Not long ago Bengal had n flour- 
ishing salt industry which enabled the province to produce its entire 
requirements for salt. 

Under the British Administration the East India Company first of 
aU monopolised the trade and subsequently monopolised the production 
as well. But the Company at last stopped manufacture to find market 
for salt imported Liverpool and other foreign countries into Bengal. 
The local manufactureirs continued for some time but the local pro- 
duction could not compete with the imported foreign salt. The Gov- 
ernment played the part of a silent spectator, and the salt industry of 
Bengal gradually collapsed to complete extinction. 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


463 


ijwi] 

Since than for more than half a century Bengal is dependent on* 
foreign countries and other provinces in the matter of salt-supply.* It 
has to import crore maund of salt annually from outside and the 
annual drainage from the pockets of the i)oor consumers of Bengal 
would be nearly 3 to 4 crores of rupees. • 

This is why in the year 1931, when the Salt Industry Committee of 
the Legislative Assembly oh the basis of the reports prepared by the 
Tariff Board and the Salt Survey Committee (‘ame to the (‘onelusion 
that conditions of manufacture and sale of .salt in India justified the 
levy of an additional duty of 4 annas G pies per mnnnd of foreign 
salt imported into India, Bengal made a strong protest and ^he Bengal 
Legislative Council and most of the representatives of Bengal in the 
Central Legislature vehemently opposed the imposition of a further 
duty. It was stated in the report of the Salt Industry Committee that 
the proceeds ^of the additional duty would be ear-marked for certain 
specified objects, one of which was the investigation of the possibility 
of development of sources of supply in Bengal, Behar and Orissa in- 
(‘luding actual experiments in suitable methods of manufacture. The 
Committee further recommended that a share of the realisation from 
this duty would be handed over to the provinces which would have to 
bear the burden of this additional duty. The I^egislative Assembly 
accepted the recommendations of the Committee and tlie Salt Addi- 
tional Import Duty Act was passed. It was slated at the time tliat 
it would not be absolutely without any l)enefit to the province inasmuch 
as Bengal would have a share of the realisation from tliis duty and this 
would be utilised for exploring the avenues for development of the 
salt industry in Bengal. No doubt, this was meant as a consolation 
to the people of Bengal and a section of the public thought that it 
would not be altogether a bad bargain to bear the burden for some time 
because they sincerely believed that the Government of Bengal would 
take the initiative in reviving the dead industry of Bengal and ulti- 
mately Bengal would be completely independent of other countries to 
meet its requirements for salt supply. Some joint-stock companies, 
one in Chittagong, one in Noakhali, two in Midnapore, one in 24- 
Parganas and pther coastal districts of Bengal were organised with the 
object of DiBnufactitre of salt in the hope that the Government would 
render subaiantial, help in their enterprise. No doubt, these concerns 
were granted license, but when they approached the Government for 
substantial help, they were driven from pillar to post and from post 
to pillar but to no purpose. On the other hand, the Government of 
Bengal sought to create, by way of propaganda, an impression in the 
minds of the people of Bengal that manufacture of salt on a com- 
mercial scale in Bengal would not be profitable. They based their 
propaganda on the report of Mr. C. H. Pitt, a no^tbem India Govern- 
ment expert who was appointed by the Government of India to investi- 
gata into the possibilities of salt manufacture in Bengal. But even 
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'Mr. Pitt was bound to admit that '^tbere does not appear to be 
•uffioient eyidence immediately to state that tbe manufacture of any 
kind would be commercially unprofitable**. On the contrary, Mr. Pitt 
suggested that one or more experimental factories might be established 
to test the possibilities of manufacture by the old process combining 
solar and artificial evaporation and he also laid down the points for 
determination by experiment. He was jn favour of leaving the 
administration and management of the experimental factories, entirely 
in private hands subsidy or assistance being given by Government in 
respect of installation of these factories. 

Another Government expert Mr. T. R. Ayengar, Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Salt and Customs, Madras, whose experience on the subject 
extends over a period of 30 years, was appointed by the Government 
of India to enquire into the possibilities of^ developmeni of salt 
industry in Bengal. He came to Bengal on special duty in 1934 and 
held the investigation and submitted his report to the GPhverinnent of 
India explaining in full the possibilities of salt-production in Bengal 
and recommended a via media system between Madras and Burma. 
He is strongly of opinion that the coastal districts of Bengal afford 
ample scope for the expansion of the salt industry on a conimerrial 
scale and in the course of a few years Bengal can be made • self- 
supporting in the matter of salt-supplies. 

The Government did not undertake any experiments whatsoever to 
find out which process would suit best the climatic conditions of Bengal 
for the purpose of salt-manufacture nor did they render any help to 
these private concerns in starting experimental factories for the same 
purpose beyond mere granting of licence. 

Government could have helped these concerns by granting lease 
of khas mahal lauds free of salami and on nominal rent. During the 
experimental period, Government could have given facilities to the 
oonoerns to get land at a cheaper cost. Government could have borne 
the initial expenses for the establishment of experimental factories 
and the cost of supervision by expert could have been borne out of 
the fund assigned to the Provincial Government from time to time by 
the Central Government. 

Sir, the Government of Bengal receive so far more than Rs. i6 
lakhs from 1931 onwards on condition that this money should be 
applied to the development of salt production wherever economically 
feasible within tbe province. 

May I ask the Government how these contributions made from 
time to time by the Central Government have been appropriated, and 
whether any portion of these contributions had been utilised for the 
purpose for which ^they were meant. These are most pertinent 
questions which require answer from Gbvernment. 
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Of ^ouTfie it may be said that the present Government is not* 
respo&aible for the indi^erence or apathy of their predecessors, •but 
the Huum had the privilege of discussing the budget for the current 
year during the last session. In that budget Rs. 59,000 was shown 
as the estimated receipt under this head but not a farthing W|i8 allotted 
for the purpose for which the contribution was expected. The budget 
now under consideration for the coming year shows that a paltry sum 
of Hs. ^000 has been allotted to the Chittagong Trading Company,. 
Limited, and this sum has been earmarked by the Central Government. 
Is there any indication in these *two budgets that the Government do* 
realise the importance of the salt problem in Bengal? Le^ us take a 
glaftce at the achievement of the Government of Burma. The Govern- 
ment of Burma started an experimental factory and a Chemical 
Laboratory at Pangha in the Amherst district and carried on experi- 
ments between the years 1920-23 and successfully demonstrated that 
in Burma saU could be profitably manufactured on a commercial scale 
and as a result of the impetus given to this industry in Burma we find 
that as many as 350 factories are working there and they are in a 
position to meet the requirements of Burma to a considerable extent. 
Seven long years have gone by and we now stand exactly in the same 
position where we had been in the year 1931 regarding this problem 
because of the apathy and callous indifference of the Government. I 
wish to refer to a particular instance of indifference of the local 
authorities. I am connected with the Singhagarh Trading and 
Farming Company, Limited, which was organised with the object of 
manufacturing salt in the district of Noakhali. Licence was granted 
to this concern in the name of Nagendra Kumar Sing ha, one of the 
partners of the concern and Babu Srinath Ghose carried on experiments 
in the island of Sandwip for the last two or three years. I submit as 
a result of the experiments a letter was addressed to the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister of the present Government asserting that salt can be 
manufactured in the district of Noakhali on a commercial scale and at 
a profit and the result was that the District Magistrate, Noakhali, 
asked him why the licence should not be cancelled. While we expect 
that there should encouragement I find that the Company was being 
threatened that its licence would be cancelled. 

With these few words I commend the motion for the consideration 
of the House and if the House supports this motion it will be in a 
position to bring about a change in the policy of the Government from 
one of indifference and apathy to one of determination to tackle the 
salt problem of Bengal. 

• 

Maiilvi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: 1 beg tp move that the demacd 
lot • aum of Be. 2,000 for expenditure under the head “5 — Sait” be 
roduood by Ba. 100, for failure to popularise the salt industry ur 

BngaL • 
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Bengal eonsumes about two eroro maunds of salt and history will 
tell you that before the advent of the British Government, Bengal was 
self-supporting in respect of salt supply. From Midnapore to Cox’s 
Baa^r in all the sea coast panga salt was being manufactured while 
rock salt was manufactured in Upper India. Panga salt was supplied 
up to Allahabad. After the East India Company established their 
hold in Bengal they got the monopoly of sajlt and this salt is one of the 
substances for which Bengal was transferred from the hands of the 
Muhammadans to the British Government. After the fall of the last 
Nawab of Bengal, Lord Clive practically establiskad tlie monopoly 
of salt and subsequently by degrees the British begmttito import foreign 
salt to Bengal. And by the middle of the 19th century practically the 
salt industry of Bengal was destroyed. Things continued like this 
but during the war when it was found difficult to import foreign salt 
to Bengal, one of the Calcutta companies, I think, Messrs. Andrew 
Yule & Co., tried to manufacture salt in the district of Midnapore, 
but it is reported that foreign interest practically stopped the adventure 
by compensating them adequately. A few Indian companies have 
subsequently taken licenses, but there are difficulties in their way. 
It is reported that the Irrigation Department and the Forest Depart- 
ment are putting some obstacles. The Forest Department are not 
supplying timber at cheap rates and the Irrigation Department are 
disturbing their work by raising bunds or in some cases not allowing 
them to erect bunds of sufficient height so that they may get salt water 
in large (quantity. In 1931 additional import duty was imposed on 
foreign salt and in Bengal the highest amount of tax was collected. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

The Hoil’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: It is really a 
j^reat pleasure for me to announce to this House that salt can be 
naanufactiired in Bengal, but we want to examine and make a com- 
prehensive survey of the whole case first of all and then we have got 
to take up this matter very carefully and run the business in a business- 
like way. I have received reports from the Commissioner of Excise and 
Salt from which I find that so far these concerns have not been run in 
a businesilike way. 

I do hot like to take up much time of the House, but this much 
I can say that I have deputed two officers of the Forest and Sidi 
Department, ni^ely«} Rai Sahib D. N. Mukharji and Mr. Rao to 
investigate in the Sundarbans whether salt can be manufactured on a 
commercial scale and I am expecting their report very shortly. What* 
ever k possible for this Govemment to do in regard to this matter wiH 
be done. ^ 
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motion of Babu Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand under 
the head “5 — Salt’* be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and Iqjit, 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that the demand under 

the head “5 — Salt” he reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

• 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut that 
a sum of Rs. 2,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”5— 
Salt” was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN ftlEXDIQI: May I know, Sir, what is the 
result of the scrutiny of the Division List? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thank you for reminding me. It has been 
scrutinised by the Whip of the Congress Party and it has been found 
to be perfectly all right. 


“43— I ndustriee— Cinchona.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 4,45,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”43 — 
Industries — Cinchona’ ’ . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 4,45,000 under the head ”43 — Industries — Cinchona” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 to raise discussion on the quinine policy of Government, 
and on the present arrangements regarding cinchona plantation, manu- 
facture of cinchona products and their sale and distribution. 

Sir, the importance of a subject like this can be hardly over- 
estimated. We are all aware of the toll that malaria is taking in 
Bengal. Nearly 4 lakhs of lives are lost annually due to this fell 
scourge. Nearly 33 per cent, of the total deaths of Bengal per annum 
are due to malaria and nearly 60 per cent, of the population appear to 
suffer from that disease. It is estimated that the incidence of malaria 
is one of the highest in Bengal. When we c»)inpare the figures of the 
whole world as well as of India vis-a-vis Bengal : we find that the world 
average is only ^6 per cent, whereas Bengal’s average works out to 
1*4 per cent. Moreover, the economic loss due to tjis disease is 
staggering. Experts agree on all hands that the only effective manner 
in which malaria can be controlled is through the extensive use of 
qtiinine both for prevention as well as for cure. have a good deal 
of leeway to make up in Bengal in this respect. Whereas the con- 
itunpiion of quinine per head per annum is 24 grains in Greece, 16 
grains in Italy, it is only 3*5 grains in India as a»whole on an average 
in the iqlected areas ; and in some of the worst affected parts of Bengal 
31 
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the average consumption of quinine works out at only D7 grains per 
head« It does not need any argument to prove that with such poor 
arrangements and low dosage of quinine per capita malaria can hardly 
be controlled. 

The pqlicy of Government needs examination in the* light of 
this failure of the department so far to supply quinine cheaply to 
the largest possible extent, to the poor as well as to those who cannot 
afford it, by sale or through distribution. Government have failed 
to increase substantially the consumption, of quinine per head of popu- 
lation, in spite of more than 75 years of attempts at cinchona plantation. 
The latest report on the 75th yearns working has been just published 
and no departure from the old policy is noticeable. We urge Govern- 
ment to take bold measures to see that quinine is made available at 
considerably reduced prices to the peasantry of Bengal and at no price 
whatever to those who cannot afford to pay. W^ urge Government to 
undertake a systematic campaign to educate the people ija. the proper 
use of quinine both before they fall a victim to malaria as well as after 
they are attacked, and we implore Government to utilise all the forces 
that official and non-official agencies have in their respective hands to 
see that larger quantities of quinine are forthwith sent to those areas 
from which reports of malaria come during the seasons. 

I understand and realise that Government have got certain handi- 
caps in the way. I have my sympathies. I do not desire to under- 
estimate the difficulties, but I want Government to be bold enough 
to handle the situation and to remove the handicaps. The first 
handicap is due to the slow progress in the plantations and in quinine 
production. The plantations need extension immediately and without 
the slightest delay, because the plants take about 5 to 6 years to grow 
before barks can be taken. Progress so far has been very slow, and in 
spite of the recommendations of the Eoyal Commission on Agriculture 
as early as 1928, nothing practically was done before 1935 to extend 
cinchona cultivation. The Eoyal Commission on Agriculture recorded 
the view that both for the prevention and treatment of malaria a much 
larger distribution of quinine is necessary. They also laid down a pro- 
gramme for achieving the above. In an article contributed by my 
humble self to the “Amrita Basar Patrika’* of Sunday, the 9th January, 
1938, I dealt extensively with this problem and I put forward my 
constructive suggestions in that connection. I request the Hon’ble 
Minister to see if he or his department can make any use of my 
suggestions. 

The second handicap appears to be that about 2/3rds of India’s 
requirement of quinine are imported from Java, the price whereof is 
controlled by a powerful Dutch Organisation, oidled the Dutch Kina 
Bureau, and Government feels that the cheapening of quinine in 
competition with Dutch Kina Bureau might be dangerous# for the 
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any large extent may not reach the actual peasants or the Yural 
areas, but may be taken advantage of merely by middlemen. I think, 
however, that proper commercial arrangements can be made by which 
in spite Of these handicaps cheap quinine may be •made available in 
the rural areas and suitable arrangements ^ay be made with the 
Dutch Kina Bureau as the Government of Italy lias done. 

The third handicap is due to the fact that the profits of the quinine 
industry are taken away by the general revenues of the Province. The 
profits amount to more than Rs. 6 lakhs a year but they are not permit- 
ted to be spent on the improvement of these departments or on the 
extension of the quinine plantations or on the spread and distribution 
of the knowledge of use of more and more quinine. There are other 
difficulties, namely, those which are due to the unbusinesslike arrange- 
ments for the sale and distribution of quinine and those which are 
due to the ndn-commercial administrative arrangements of these deport- 
ments. So far as the distribution is concerned, the members of this 
House may be aware that formerly Government quinine was distributed 
through the Presidency tTail. But during recent years arrangements 
have been made with a v(M’\ big Kuropwii comjmny with which is 
associated an Indian comiwuiy as well for wde of (juinine to the public 
for a period of 6 years. T must submit that there has been some slight 
improvement in the arrangements since then but the terms under which 
this agreement has been entered into are extremely unfair to Govern- 
ment and Government should see that these terms are forthwith revised. 
Without taking the lea.st re.sponsibility in regard to sale and distribu- 
tion, these two private oorainercial firms are put into funds to the 
extent of Rs. 50,000 a year by way of net profit, without doing practi- 
cally anything in regard to the proper di.strihution of and publicity for 
Government quinine. 

The difficulties in regard to the non-com inercial administrative 
arrangement may be cured if one officer, either the Superintendent of 
Cinchona Cultivation or anybody else, is left in charge of the entire 
organisation of cinchona business, including the plantation and 
manufacture, and he may also be entrusted with the work of propa- 
ganda, sale and distribution. His headquarters may he brought 
down for this purpose to Calcutta, which is after all the centre of all 
business and of distribution of knowledge, which will enable him to 
oome in contact with the other Government departments with which 
this department has to be closely associated. The total quinine con- 
sumption in India appears to be near about 2 4akhs of pounds of 
quinine sulphate and 40 thonsand pounds of mixed alkaloids, which 
will very much increase in no time. The total consumption of Bengal 
is so far about 50 thousand pounds of quinine «per year. Eminent 
medical men including Dr. Bentley, have said that Bengal requires at 
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teaat one lakh of pounds of quinine a year in order to check malaria. 
1 implore the Government to see that in no time this figure is reached. 
The quinine industry has very large prospects. It is one which is not 
a draining industry for the Government, it is an earning industry. If 
that is 90, I cannot understand why Government is apathetic towards 
its development. The present profit of more than 6 lakhs can easily 
be doubled with a little attention and foresight. If Government are 
not prepared to act with that foresight, I suggest to them to set up a 
separate quasi-public Quinine Board which will conduct the business 
of the Cinchona Department on a oommercial basis and will earn profit 
for Government, while ensuring efficient management in the light of 
the requirements of the province. ^ 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: I have listened 
very carefully to the speech of Dr. Nalinksha Sanyal. So far as the 
Cinchona Department is concerned, everything possible has been done, 
and this department is one of the best concerns in the whole of India. 
The honoumble member suggests that a separate arrangement may 
be made for the sale of quinine as also for its plantation and manu- 
facture. May I ask, Sir, where will it be possible for me to have 
experienced men who have the knowledge of running this particular 
business? It has been already found that by this arrangement we 
have made this concern very successful, so far. It has been mentioned 
that we have not tried to give a proper supply of quinine to rural 
areas to cope with malaria. But in the report we have shown that in 
the existing factories we are manufacturing double the quantity. 
For increasing the supply of quinine, you will find that in this year’s 
budget we have provided a sum of Rs. 28,000 for plantations. We 
have also provided money for purpose of supplying greater amenities 
to the factory of labourers 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, you have done that for 
officers, not for labourers. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: It is for all con- 
cerned, including the labourers. We have been doing our best and 
it is no use criticising the Government in this way. So far as the 
price of quinine is concerned, it is not possible for us to dictate the 
price, because Java controls the market, and we have got to take 
terms from Java at the present moment. If we put our price low, it 
is quite possible that middlemen wiU buy from us and resell it at a 
higher price. The result will be that malaria-stricken people in rural 
areas will not get the supply at a cheap price. Therefore, it is not 
possible to reduce the present price of 1^. 18, which I think, is very 
very low. 

I do not think I should say anything more now. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand under *‘43-x 
Industries — Cinchona*' be reduced by Re. 100 was then put and* lost. 

The original demand of the Hon'ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut for 
the grant of Rs. 4,45,000 under “43 — Industries — Cinchona” was then 
put and •agreed to. • 

“13-^ther taxsB am! duties.” 

The Hon’bfe Sir BUOY. PRASAD SINGH ROY; On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency th% Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 30,000 be granted for expenditure under the heiid^ “13 — Other 
taSces and duties”. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I beg to move that the 
demand under head “13 — Other taxes and duties” of Rs. 30,000 be 
reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion on the question of imposing 
a* tax on the Calcutta Turf Club. 

Sir, by this cut motion I do not intend to censure the Cabinet, but 
it is a motion intended for exploring further avenues of taxation. I 
would suggest to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that if he will go 
through the rules and also the list of members of the Calcutta Turf 
Club, he will at once realise that a sum of Rs. 32,00,000 can be raised 
from this Club in the shape of amusement tax. 

Sir, I do not want to dilate on the subject, from the beginning to 
the end. But I say, this club consists of 117 members to which 
unfortunately Indians 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, you are not entitled in connection 
with this discussion to criticise the internal administration of the 
Club, What you can do is to suggest that the Club may be taxed. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I am going to do that. 

By this cut motion I wish to raise a discussion about the desirability 
of imposing a tax on the Turf Club, and in that connection in order 
to develop my argument, I must refer to the inner working of the 
Club, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, you cannot do that. You can only 
justify the imposition of a tax. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Incidentally I have 
referred to the working of the Club, because tbei^ is a racial discrimi- 
nation — 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know how that tfill be relevant to the 
point ifhder discussion. The Calcutta Turf Club does not get any 



DEMAND FOE OEANT. 


[26th Mas., 


472 

^rant from Government. So in the budget discussion you cannot 
criticise the inner working of the Club, but you can certainly say in 
n general way that that body should be taxed. 

Mr. 8YJED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 will not ente/intp that 
subject again, but I will only say that it is a coterie. 

Indian opinion, Sir, is against betting ahd it is useless to say that 
we disapprove these races in India, knowing full well that several 
thousand families have been iniined by going to the races in Calcutta. 
Sir, I would ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to consider that 
accepting the basis of my calculation, the gross annual income from 
betting on horses alone will roughly come up to Es. 2,56,00,000. I 
fail to understand why this income should be immune from even the 
amusement tax which is charged on cinemas and on innocent games 
like football and cricket. By charging amusement tax alone at a rate 
of 2 annas per rupee, Government can derive a very handsome incoihe 
of Es. 32 lakhs pei* annum from this income on betting in the Eoyal 
Calcutta Turf Club. I may mention in this connection that the 
Government of Bomlmy have already taken initiative in this direction, 
and are deriving very good income as Tax from the Eoyal Western 
India Turf Club in Bombay. It is necessaiy here to point out that 
the Turf dub get only 12 J per cent, of the total money on betting, 
the other portions of the money being distributed to the winners of the 
races and owners of the horses, etc. At the same time the Turf dub 
have got other sources of income, such as at a rough estimate their 
annual income from the Book-Makers amount to two lakhs and twenty- 
four thousand rupees; they get about eight lakhs of rupees in a year 
as Entrance fees paid by members and the public for getting entrance 
in the race course; about four lakhs as entry fee of horses including 
forfeits, etc., about four lakhs ns Stable rents and as fees for licensee 
issued to the Jockeys, Trainers, etc. Having regard to the fact that 
the Eoyal Calcutta Turf Club has been in existence since 1861 and this 
income is accumtilating in the above scale the interest-income of the 
Club from Banking balance, Benevolent Fund and 


TN H0fi*bl6 Sir BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: May I know, Sir, 
what is the concrete suggestion of the hon’ble member? That point 
must be made clear, as 1 shall have to reply to the debate. 


Mr. SPEAKER: *Do not reply if you do not find any suggestion. 


Thn HonHiie SiraUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: I shall aocepS 
your ruling, Sir. « 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: My suKg:e8tioii to the 
Hon’ble Minister is that it is really surprisin^jr how this Turf Club haa 
been so long saved from any imposition of any tax whatsoever. Sir, 
they have to pay only a small betting tax, say about 4 or 5 lakhs of 
rupees a •year, and they have l)een saved from otljer taxes, because, 
Sir, we Indians are boycotted, and have ) 2 :ot no access to the memW- 
ship of the Turf Club. All that we can do, Sir, is to be the Stand 
member of the Club 

Mft SPEAKER: Mr. Haslwmy, that has nothing tc^ do with 
taxation. 

• • 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: My is this. Sir, that 
had we been entitled to l>e uiembers of tlie Turf Club, it would have 
been possible for us to know the working and the annual gross income 
of the Turf jL/*lub. Sir, I will read out one simple rule of this Turf 
efub. “Regular Officers of ITis Majesty’s Anny. Navy and Royal 
Air Force 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, Hashemy, 1 am |)erfectly willing to allow 
you to say everything which you want to so long as you can show that 
that has some connection with taxation. But any other matter cer- 
tainly is foreign to the subject. 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir. I am requesting the 
Cabinet to explore this avenue and in that connection I may tell you, 
Sir, that even Khwaja Sir Nazirauddin who is a Stand membei 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That does not arise. 

Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: All right. Sir. I am only 
showing the assets of the Club. They should be taxed on the lines 
suggested by the Bombay Government. Sir, the Western India Club 
of Bombay has been taxed by the Bombay Government. Why this 
Cabinet should leave this Turf Club aside? Is it because that we ars 
not allowed to enter there. Sir, even Sir Nazimuddin, the Mayor of 
Calcutta, even the Speaker of this Hou.se is not allow ed to l)e a memW 
of that Club. Even, Sir, His Excellency the Governor is at the mercy 
of this dub. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. I am again drawing you attention 
to the fact that you cannot drag in even the Speaker for the purpose of 
your taxation proposal. * 


Mr. SYED 4ALALUDDIN HASHEMY: The Rule 19 is clear 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter. 
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. Mr. aVED 4ALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: May I, Sir, draw your 
attentioii to Rule 1 9 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat. ) ^ 

t 

{' 

Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have here the 
certified figures of the Turf Club accounts* and taxation, and I think 
it would interest the House if I gave you as shortly as possible what 
these figures are; and these are facts. • Where the hon^ble member who 
has just spoken got his information from it is very difficult to under- 
stand. ** 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I got it from an European 
member. 

a 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 


Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL: The following taxes are paid by this 
Club. The totalisator tax is 4 per cent, of the gross takings; the 
admission tax, which is the entertainnieni or amusement tax to which 
the member referred, is 20 per cent, of the gross takings, and in 
addition there is a betting tax of 4 per cent, on the amount of winning 
bets, and members, whether they attend the races or not, will realize 
that winning bets also include losing bets. These taxes in the last 
financial year of the Club amounted to the following: — 

Rs. 

Totalisation tax ... ... ... 6,61,683 

Admission tax ... ... ... 1,66,928 

Betting tax ... ... ... 1,74,429 


The total paid to provincial revenues amounted to Rs. 10,02,040. But 
in addition to that Sir, the Club is mulcted in an income-tax which of 
course goes to the Central Government, but as we have learnt recently 
from the Finance Minister, some of it does come back to the province. 
In their last financial year then, the Club paid an income and supeiv 
tax of over a lakh of rupees with the result that it has paid to the 
revenues of the Province and of the Centre for one year a sum of over 
11 lakhs of rupees. «The actual amount it has paid to Bengal alone for 
the last 16 years amounts to more than two crores. I do not think 
ia view of that one need go into all the figures in detail, but I can 
contradict every one of the statements that the hon’ble member has 
made and printed in the Yellow Paper. ^ 
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Sir, he has referred to the Western India Turf Club : the Western 
India Turf Club pays at exactly the same rate as the Calcutta Turf plub. 
Nothing more and nothing less. 

Mr. SJfED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: It is a small club com- 
pared to the Club. * • 

Sir GEORCE GAMPBELLs It is as big as this. The total 
deduction from the amount realised by the totalisators is T2i per cent., 
and 4 per cent, of that as I haVe ajready pointed out goes to Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any discrimination against 
Indians P 

8ir GEORGE CAMPBELL: No, none whatsoever. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How many Indian members are 
there P 

8lr GEORGE CAMPBELL: The Speaker called the mover to order 
for raising such matters. Do not lead me astray. 

Sir, I would like to give you the figures of the Club’s profits. lb 
this case I will give the average of five years. Before they have profits, 
their average annual donation to charity has l)een Rs. I,t33,140. 
Further, their contribution to up-country racing to help the breading 
of horses in the country is annually Rs. 66,227. This leaves a gross 
profit of Rs. 1,74,132. Again, I give the yearly average, but from 
that they pay the income and super tax io which I have already referred, 
and that averages over these five years per annum Rs. 73,125 leaving 
a net profit of just over one lakh of ru|>ees. T think it ought to be 
clearly understood that that profit is not distributed to anyone, but 
merely goes into the reserves of the Club so that they ( an supply the 
public here with good racing and good entertainment. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: What is the salary of the 
Secretary P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That (jueHtion does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUODIN HASHEMY: It is more than the salary 

of the Ministers, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter. 

Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL: Another point is that in actual racing 
the club loses very large sums. Their average losses over the last five 
years iA Calcutta and Barrackpore are Rs. 2,70,000 per annum. They 
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have been able to stand these losses because of careful and conserratiTe 
Bnance in the past, and by that they are able to give the public of 
Calcutta the racing that they do to-day. 

o 

Now, Sir, I think that Mr. Hashemy like myself is a seeker after 
truth. I have given him the facts, certified by auditors, and I hope 
in view of that he will believe me. Again, I am sure he is a very kind 
hearted man, and I hope that here too I may say ‘like myself', and 
he would not like to deprive the public, even though he, like myself, 
never goes to the races, of the enjoyment they get. 

With these words. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

• • 

Th« Hofl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, being one 
who is not in the habit of frequenting the race course except on occa- 
sions when I am invited to enjoy the kind hospitality of the members 
of the Turf Club, I have not the same intimate knowled,ge of the affairs 
and the financial position of the Cal(*utta Turf (!lub as my hon'We 
friend Sir George Campbell. So 1 do not think it necessary for me to 
go into detail after hearing the most elaborate and convincing figures 
that have been given by Sir George ('ampWIl. One point I may 
mention. Sir; it is, that Government in imposing taxes, follow the 
salutary principle that “do not kill the goose that lays golden eggs", 
and here is a goose that lays golden eggs and Government do not 
propose to kill it. Sir, there is the tax on the totalisators and 
the betting tax. The betting tax brings us about a lakh and 76 
thousand rupees. In the early years of these taxation measures, i.e., 
in 1922-2d the amount was much larger than that at present. It was 
something like TJ lakhs speaks from rawnory. So it is a dwindling 
receipt now and any further taxation is likely to affect this revenue 
prejudicially, and instead of bringing more money to the Government 
it may bring a diminishing revenue. So Goveniment do not think, 
that in the interest of revenue it is desirable nor do the Government 
think that it is fair in the interest of amusement, to impose further 
taxation on the Calcutta Turf Club. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that the demand 
under the head “13 — Other taxes and duties" was then put and lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy 
that a sum of Rs. 30,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“13 — Other taxes and duties" was then put and agreed to. 


Adjoummeiit. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 28tb 
March, 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. * 
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Proteediiigt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled* 
under the provisions of the Government of India AcL 19^5. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 28th March, 1938, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble *Khiin Bahadur M. Azizul Haqee, c.i.k.) 
in t^he Chair, eleven Hoii’ble Ministers and 221 members. 

Mrs CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to draw 
your attention to the fact that thoui 2 :h there is a rule that question 
papers should be laid on the table half an hour before the meeting 
commences and though we come here 15 or 20 minutes before time, 
wft do not get sufficient light in the Chamber. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will get more light from to-morrow. I 
will see to it. 

I hope the House will agree first to finish the questions which are 
fixed for to-day within 15 minutes. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwera were ghren) 

Withdrawal of ban from BakarganJ district 

•312. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Bakarganj district is 
under the ban of an Emergency Area since 1935 P 

(6) Is it a fact — 

(t) that Rev. Bhikshu Ottama, President, All-India Hindu 
Mahasabha, was prohibited from addressing any meeting at 
Barisal in 1935 ; 

(») that the Krisak Conference under the presidency of Maulvi 
•Asrafuddin Chaudhury was banned in *1936; and 

(itt) that the Youth Conference was banned in 1937 P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of withdrawing 
the handrom Bakarganj district P 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the HofftMe 
"Xhnifaji Sir Nazimutfdin)s(a) Yes. 

(t) (i) Yes, under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. 

(it) Yes, under^ section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. * 

(tu*) Yes, if the Bakarganj District Students^ Conference is referred 
to. This was also banned under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. 

(c) No. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: What is the reason for 

continuing' the ban under the Act of 1935 even nowP * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As a matter of precaution, 
Sir. 


Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is it not a fact that for 
nearly 4 or 5 years there has been no case of a criminal nature in the 
Barisal district, justifying the continuance of this banP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Even the repHes wiU 

show that the Act has not been used in any of the cases cited. 

Interference of police officer with a procession at Naria, Faridpur. 

*313. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that tlie Government issued instruc- 
tions to the Police of the district of Faridpur not to allow the villagers 
of the district to hold any procession carrying national flags in their 
hands on the 26th January lastP 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that one Waheb Mian, an 
Intelligence Branch Police Officer of Naria police-station in the said 
district, snatched away the national flags from the hands of the pro- 
cessionists of the village of Naria on the said dateP 

(o) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what action is pro- 
posed to be taken in the matter P 

The HoiPbIc jKHwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(h) On the 26th January, while Assistant Sub-Inspecto Abdul 
Waheb was watching a procession from the verandah of his house, the 
Itroeeesioiikts came close to the house and began to shout slogans and 
one of them carrying a Congress flag entered the Terandfth. The 
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ABaif<4Mit Sub-Inspector beinjf annoyed at the trespass took the flag from 
hifl hand and ordered him to leave the verandah. This he did and the* 
processionists left the spot. 

(c) None. 

# 

■ 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble htinister be 
pleased to state what steps ^Government have taken to ascertain if this 
report given by the officers concerned is correct? 

The Hofi’bie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The Superintendent of 
Pojice enquired into it and sent the report. • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if, as in the ^ase of the previous question with regard to the 
Dacca meeting, there was indiscretion on the part of the police officers 
cdncerned in this case also? 

The Hoffi’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: WiU the Hon ble Minister 
consider the desirability of holding an enquiry into the facts of the case P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Removal of ban on the <‘Birendra Manclir*’ at ChhayaBOon in 
Farifipiir. 

^314. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH Bi8WA8: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware— 

(t) that there was an institution under the name of *^Birendra 
Mandir’’ at Chhayagaon in the district of Faridpur which 
had a tin-shed with a library of books and implements of 
physical exercise; and 

(tt) that the said institution was banned, the tin-shed demolished 
and the books and implements of exercise were carried away 
by the police P 

(h) Under what authority did the police act in the aforesaid 
manner? 

(c) Is it the present policy of the Government to ban an institution 
like the, said “Birendra Mandir^'P 
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{d) If 80 , what are the prescribed rules under which such an insti* 
'tati 9 n may grow in this Province P 

(e) If not, has the Hon’ble Minister considesed the desirability of 
removing the ban on the said ^‘Birendra Mandir^* and restoring its 
properties f ♦ 


t 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; {a) (i) Tes. 

(ii) arid (b) The institution was banned under Government Notifica- 
tion No. 8288P., dated the 3rd March, 1932. Some objectionable books 
and other articles were seized by the police under a search warrant. ' 

(o) to (e) The attention of the hon^ble member is drawn to the Press 
Note, dated the 3rd March, 1938. It has not yet^been found possible to 
remove the ban on the ^‘Birendra Mandir^*, but the matter is under 
consideration. * • 


Press Note referred to in the reply to clauses (c) to (e) of starred 
question No, 314. 

Oalcittta, the 3ed Maech, 1938. 

The Provincial Government have had under review the list of associa- 
tions declared illegal under the provisions of section 16 of the Indian 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, and have directed the cancella- 
tion of the ban in 176 cases. These include all the associations 
numbering 110 in the district of Midnapore. The cases of the remain- 
ing associations 42 in number are under examination. 


Mr. SUREHORA NATH BISWAS: What is the basis of the infor- 
mation that not all the books but some objectionable books were seized? 

The Hofi’ble Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is the information 
available to ns. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether within a very short time the ban on the 
Birendra Mandir is likely to be removed? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question has been answered. 
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UNSTTARRED QUESTIONS 


(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Detenu 8j. Haripeda Das Mazumdar. 

» 

88. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hou ble 

Minifiter in charge of the Home Dejiart merit he })lea8etl to 8tatt> whether 
it is a fact — 

* (i) that detenu Sj. Haripada Das Mazumdar of Bbarukathi, district 

Bakarganj, has been eoiiditionally released after long deten- 
tion ; 

(w) that even during his liome iiiternimuit he had iK^en recipient of 

• a monthly allowance of Rs. 15 but this has since Wn discon- 
tinued; and 

(tii) that he has to reixirt himself twice a month before the thana 
officer and to inform of his intention of leaving the station on 
24 hours’ notice? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that he is the only member in his family who is capable of making 
any earning; 

(it) that owing to discontinuance of his allowance and on account of 
existing restriction he cannot move freely in search of any 
employment ; and 

(tii) that his repeated prayers fur allowance have not been favourably 
considered ? 

(o) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(i) granting him an allowance conformably to their declaration 
order for the renewal of his allowance ; and 

(tt) removing the restrictions still existing on him ? 


The Hon'IlM Khwi^a Sir NAZIMUODIN: (a) (i) No. He is uncon- 
ditionally released. 

(tt) No. Continuance of the allowance for six months was sanctioned 
in January last. 

J[^) and (c) Do not arise. 
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Ml BMu RADHANATH DAt: (a) WiU the Hon’ble Minister in 
'charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state whethw 
it is a fact — 

Q- 

(t) that detenu Sj. Haripada Das Maaumdar of Bharukathi, district 
Bakarg’.onj, was conditionally released a few months back; 
and 

(n) that even during his home internment he was the recipient of a 
monthly allowance of Rs. 15 but that has since been diacon* 
V tinned? , 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that he has to report himnelf 
twice a month before the thana officer and to inform of his intention of 
leaving the station 24 hours earlier? 

(c) Is it not a fact that he is the only man fn his family who is 
capable of making any earning ? 

(d) Is it not a fact that on account of restrictions still in force he 
cannot move about freely and seek for an employment? 

. (e) Is it not a fact that his repeated iietitions for allowance have been 
refused ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting him 
an allowance conformably to their declaration order and of removing 
restrictions still existing on him P 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The hon’ble member is 
referred to the answer given to the previous unstaiTed question put by 
Mr. Narendra Nath Das Gupta, m.l.a. 


RagaftMiig quaaticms pending from 2Sth Maroh, 1988. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I propose that these questions 
be taken up after 6-30 p.ra. because by 6-30 p.m. we will have to finish 
the budget discussions. 


Tho Hon’blf Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I suggest, Sir, that 
these questions Se taken up to-morrow? 


Mr. SP8AKER:,, 1 have no objection to taking up the queeiioiif 
either to-day at 6-30 p.m. or to-morrow. 
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A question of privilege. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIM HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I 
be permitted to draw your attention and through you the attention of 
the members of the House and of the Cabinet to the 4act that life and 
property, and honour and dignity, particularly the privilege of the 
members of this House, are, at stake. Hooligans raided the houses of 
certain members of this House, shouting in an insulting and undigni- 
fied manner and treatening scnne of them. I do not know who sent 
them. May I know, Sir, was it at the instance of the Government P 
Although those people who shouted did not mention the nappes of the 
Home and the Finance Ministers as well as of other Ministers, they 
shouted in the name of the Hoii’ble the Chief Minister and threatened 
us in a manner that we are afraid to live in Calcutta. If our life and 
property, more particularly the fundamental right and privilege of 
exarcising ouf freedom in voting in this House are at stake it is no uee 
coming here. I seek the protection of Government and I want to know 
definitely from the Government whether it had been done at their 
instance. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMi: Sir, will you allow an adjourn- 
ment motion to be moved to-morrow on this subject, waiving at the same 
time the (dejection to its being raised to-morrow P 

Mr. SPEAKER; If you table an adjournment motion, certainly 1 
will consider the matter, but 1 cannot give a ruling off-hand on a 
theoretical proposition. 

Mr. K. SHAH ABU ODIN: Mr Speaker, Sir, may 1 draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that we, on this side of the House, have also an adjourn- 
ment motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: It does not matter whether this side or the other 
has got to sponsor or welcome an adjournment motion. If notice of an 
adjournment motion is given, I will certainly consider it on its merits. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Government are not 
aware of anything of what the honourable member has said, and we do 
not know what he is referring to. 

Mr. tlOQESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, apart irom the question of 
an adjournment motion, you will be pleased to find from pages 87 and 
88 of May’s Parliamentary Practice that matters like this have been 
treated aa a matter of privilege and any member who has either been 
insulted ®r annoyed or threatened for his conduct within the Houee is 
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entitled to bring the matter up. This House has not the power to 
oommit or condemn or imprison persons but certainly this legrislature 
possesses the power of disapproTing such conduct, and that is yery 
dearly laid down. So, apart from the question of an adjournment 
motion, this question having been raised, it is a serious*' matter of 
privilege, and I hope. Sir, you, as protector of the privilege of the 
members of the House, will give a ruling approving of this. 

Mri SPEAKER: I will consider this matter to>morrow. In the 
meantime, if it is proposed to move any motion, adjournment or other- 
wise, I will consider on its merits, if notice is given to me. 

So far as the budget is concerned, 1 propose that it will be rather 
convenient if the Miscellaneous Departments and Ports and Pilotage, 
and Stationery and Printing are moved one after another, and then the 
debate takes place so that all labour matters might be taken up- 
matters affecting labour employed by Government or other bodies and 
persons. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

*‘47— Miecdlaiieous Departments.’* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs, 5,16,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “47 — ^Mis- 
cellaneous Departments.” 

“30— Ports and Pilotage.” 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 4,72,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “30 — Porta 
and Pilotage”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Snrker, will you kindly move the “Stationery 
and Printing”? 

“68— Etationery and Printing and Depreoiation Reserve Fund— 

* Government Presses.” 

The Hon’bfe Mr. NALINI RAN4AN 8ARKER: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 22,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “56-— 
Stationery and Printing and Depreoiation Reserve Fund — Gk)venunent 
Presses”. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I be? to move that the demand ,oi 
Us. 22,13,000 under the head **56 — Stationery and Printing and'Depre- 
elation Reserve Fund — Government Presses’" be reduced by Rs. 100 to 
raise a^discussion about the policy regarding the Provident Fund of the 
labourers in this department. 

Sir, it was brought to the notice of the Government year after year 
that of all departments, the menials and labourers in this department 
are ill-paid and ill-treated. Government in many cases in previous 
years said that it was not so, ind at the same time assured us that the 
matter will be looked into. But so far, the matter stands where it was, 
ind I should say instead of any improvement, it has changed for the 
worse. Sir, in this department there is no security of service for the 
labourers. In most cases they have been employed in the department 
for 10, 15 or 20 yt^ars and even after serving so many years in the 
^department, they are not made permanent, and as I have pointed out, 
there is no security of service wliatsoever. On the slightest pretext they 
are dismissed. No provident fund has been started in their case. 
Government insists on provident fund for the protection of the poor 
labourers in almost all the departments, even in case of non-ofiicial 
agencies, but we fail to understand why matters .should not be set right 
in Government’s own home. If this provident fund is started, then in 
a way security of service is established, for in that case dismissal with- 
out notice and summarily becomes impossible. Because in all such 
cases they can apply to the Government at least for the refund of their 
money either the Government contribution or their own contribution, 
and thus they stand a chance of appealing to the Government. Here 
the Government knows nothing about these small things, but they always 
support their official, that is to say the man on the spot, and it is a mis- 
fortune of this Government that rightly or wrongly they have always 
a tendency to support the man on the spot without investigating the 
real state of affairs. I would, therefore, suggest to the Government 
that if they really mean business, and as they now say that they stand 
for the labourers and poor people, let them not say this in so many 
words, but let them prove it by their action that they really want to do 
good to the people, and this will be considered a step in the right 
direction. 

With these words. Sir, I move my motion. 


Mr* 8IBNATH BANERJEEs Sir, I beg to*move that the demand 
for Rs. 22,13,000 under the head *‘56-— Stationery and Printing and 
Depreciation Reserve Fund — Government Presses” be reduced by 
Bs. 100 to raise a discussion on the condition press workers in the 
Government Presses. 
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, Sir, in moving the motion that stands in my name, I beg to inform 
the members of the House that a discussion is just now going on 
between the representatives of the Press Employees’, Association on one 
side and Mr. N. M. Khan, Under-Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal on the other, /for the purpose of finding out ways and means for 
the improvement of the lot of press workers of the Quvem- 
ment of Bengal Press and specially for ^ the abolition of piece 
rate system that obtains there. Therefore, I think it would not be very 
proper to dilate on this subject, because the Government itself has 
realised that this piece rate system is not' working properly and that has 
to be changecj. But 1 would like to just emphasize on one aspect of 
this question. 

There is one union called the Press Employees’ Union, a union of 
long standing. It was organized by late Deshbantjhu Das of hallowed 
memory in 1919, and it has been doing yeoman’s service to the press 
workers of Bengal for so many years. But it is very strange that this* 
Association, though it has approached the Government repeatedly for 
recognition, that recognition has been denied to it; but it is stranger 
still that during the incumbency of Mr. Battersby, the Superintendent 
of Bengal Government Press, when this Association was trjning for 
recognition, this Mr. Battersby took it into his head to crush this union, 
because he found that this union was always bringing grievance after 
grievance to the notice of the Government. So he started a bogus union 
with the help of one Mr. Manmohun Ghosh, and recognized this union 
thougli 700 employees of the Government Press applied to Government 
not to recognize that union which which was to all intents and purposes 
a bogus thing absolutely. Whatever justification there was when 
Mr. Battersby was there, after he left this union which was a bogus 
thing is now absolutely dead. But in spite of that Government is still 
continuing to recognize that body wliich is dead and not the one which 
is living and very much kicking too. 

I may mention here also that the Press Employees’ Association has 
been trying to obtain recognition, and 90 per cent, of the employees of 
the (itivernment l^ress are regularly-paid subscribers of this Association 
and still this vs not given the recognition that is their due. I hope 
that under the present circumstances, Government will alter its attitude 
and give the recognition that is clue to this union. I earnestly pray 
that honourable members of this House will also support me in my 
appeal for the recognition of the Press Employees’ Association, by the 
Government of Bengal. All members here know that I represent 
labour in this House bht I think very few know that I was qualified to 
stand as a candidate, because I was an official of the All-Bengal Press 
Workers’ Union, and few still, perhaps know that all my claim to repre- 
sent labour by having? worked as a labourer was in a press, and that 
also in the Government Press, Alipore, and that was when I Vas a 



I9SB.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


487 


prisoner there. So I have got a treble right to speak on behalf of the 
workers of Alipore Government Press and as such, I appeal to this 
House that please do something for the press workers who are directly 
under the GovernnfentI With these words, I move my cut motion. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: “30 — Ports and Pilotage. “ Maul^i Mohammed 
Mozammel Haq, do j^ou move 5 ’our motion (316) P 

Mauivi MOHAMMED MOZAMMEL HUQ: The memj>er spoke in 
Bengali of which the following is an English translation: — 

• Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to draw your attention to a'matter which 
I am eager to know. You asked me if I was going to move the cut- 
motion No. 316 and my reply was that I would not move it, but as the 
matter is important*, would like to have some discussion about it. You 
assured my that discussion would be allowed later on. You have, how- 
*ever, closed the subject without asking me. The Speaker’s words should 
certainly carry some weight. Should the words of the Speaker of such 
a big legislature of Bengal, have no value, where shall we go? Because 
the matter was important, I had wanted to discuss it, but that could 
no more be. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next motion (317) is by Mr. Syed Abdul 
Majid. Do you move it? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will be very short. You know well the 
very short time at our disposal for discussion. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: I beg to move that the demand of 
Bm 4,72,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “30 — Ports and 
Pilotage” be reduced by Rs, 100. 

The object of this cut motion is to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment to the difficulties and hardships caused to the people of Sandwip, 
Hatiya and Ramgati in the matter of communication with the head- 
quarters station of Noakhali for want of steamer service. Sir, these 
three islands, as you know, are very important in the district of 
Noakhali for more than one reason. They have got a population of 
more than 3 lakhs and they contribute about 7^ lakhs of rupees as Khaa 
Mahal revenue to the Government, but there as no steamer service 
between the main land of Noakhali and these three islands, and con- 
aequently there has been much inconvenience, for journey between these 
inlands and Noakhali. Now, Sir, formerly the River Steam Navigation 
ComiMmy used to ply steamer service between these islands and the 
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headquarters station of Noakhali, but since 1919 this steamer service 
wds stopped and then^ Sir, the District Board of Noakbali took up the 
tosk of* maintaining ferry boat service, and country boats used to ply 
between the islands and the headquarters station; But, Sir, every year 
during the monsoon, some country boats sank and there were .several 
such disaster every year causing loss of many human lives. During 
the year 1933, there was a very big boat disaster which caused loss of 
lives to the extent of about 200 people. So there was a huge agitation 
for a steamer service and at the instance of some leading men of 
Sandwip one Marwari Company started, a steamer service between the 
islands and Noakhali, but for want of sufficient income and other facili- 
ties, this steamer service also was withdrawn in the winter of the .same 
year. Steamer service having been much appreciated, but there was 
a hue and cry by the people when the service had been withdrawn. 
Thereupon, the District Board at the request of the J.hen District Magis- 
trate, Mr. Whittaker, offered a eubsidy of Rs. 500 a month and promised 
to give other facilities to any company who could establish a steamer* 
service between Noakhali and the islands. The Hooghly Steamer Com- 
pany accepted the offer on certain terms and established a steamer 
service between the islands and the Noakhali station successfully and it 
carried on the service very successfully for the last two years. With the 
reconstitution of the new District Board, however, troubles began. The 
subsidy was not regularly paid and further no steps were taken by the 
Board to stop the plying of the unlicensed country boats, in spite of 
frequent complaints. The company thus lost much money and their 
income fell down considerably. They then gave notice to the District 
Board that they would withdraw the service from the 1st of April, 1937, 
unless the subsidy was increased and adequate measures were also taken 
by the District Board for stopping the plying of the unlicensed country 
boats on the steamer route. The District Board did not, however, take 
any step nor did they meet their legitimate grievances. The steamer 
service was accordingly stopped by the company from ihe 1st of April 
last. Owing to the discontinuance of the service the people of the 
islands have been put to much inconvenience and again they have been 
compelled to travel by country boats at the risk of their lives. During 
this short period there were two or three boat disasters after the discon- 
tinuance of the service and the report of those boat disasters which was 
responsible for the loss of many human lives were published in the 
various newspapers in the * ‘Statesman'^ of 23rd May 1937, and in the 
local papers “Krishak Bani'* and also in the “Azad” and, then, Sir, 
from that time onward there has been serious demand for the steamer 
•ervice but nothih|r haa been done. And, then, there were the repre- 
sentations made to the Bon’ble Minister in charge of Communication, 
and, Sir, the Secretary of that Department Mr. S. K. Haidar, wrote a 
letter to me saying that the matter had been under consideration of the 
Government and due steps will be taken for the establishment ef the 
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service as early as possible; but, Sir, nothing^ has been dona 
to eatiblisb steamer service or to take any step for compelling the • 
District Board to establish again the steamer service. Now, Sir,* as 
already stated it happdhs that in every year in the rainy season, two or 
three boats capsize and owing to the boat disasters many people lose 
their lives. Of course, there has been heavy traffic between the islands 
and the main land because not only the people of the islands go to the 
headQuarters station at Noal#hali, but the people of the main land have 
got extensive cultivation in the various churs of these islands and they 
cannot go safe to those places foj- want of a steamer service and it 
happens sometimes, Sir, that there is complete stoppage of even the 
ser^ce of country boats on account of storm for days together when the 
islands are completely cut off from the main land so far as the communi- 
cation is concerned. So, Sir, the people of these islands who pay a * 
substantial amount to Jhe provincial revenue from the Khas Mahal, ae 
well as the zemiudaries, expect that the Government should oome for- 
watd for the establishment of a steamer service. With these words, 
Sir, I commend this cut motion for the consideration of the House. 

Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: I beg to move 

that the demand of Rs. 4,72,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “dO — Ports and Pilotage” be reduced by Rs. 100 to discuss the 
paucity of Muslim employees. 

Speaker motion TOT aTTSTT? ^ CHXf, motion 41 

Ports ?F?nr Ministerdn-incharge 4i 

Port flfTT't? SfCT SHIT WIT ITl — ^ 

4'**^ HVrUT — Examiner, Surveyor, Harbour Master-^ 

4^ 5(45^ ^ TO C4R Indian JU"! TOTO office 41 

TOUT, clerk TOTir, CTVTra af^ TO 4tlC«l CTO ITl Cl. 4^ TOl 

4?r TOTT Cl cmr toi n i at" fnOT inraj 

fli;v H C^T fro Minister-in-charge 41 4ir itst TOTl 

2TOT11 ^CTOTl TOT 4 fl Wl 4 l flflCH I7WIR fujr TOl flU fTOl- 

6TC1 flC15ir itlCll I 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the sum of Rs. 4,72,000 required for expenditure under the head 
<‘30 — Ports and Pilotage” be reduced by Rs. 100 for raising a discus- 
aion on the paucity of Indian officers in the department. 

Sir, it is an irony of fate that such a question has at all to be 
raised in tMs Assembly. Some years before, a lymilar question was 
raised before a Royal Commission, when the late Mr. K. C. Roy of 
the Ajsociated Press of India in reply to a question said that the 
que^on and answer should be in the opposite diiections and that in 
India wkh an Indian Government the question should not be as t# 
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what should be the percentage of Indian officers, but the question 
' ihould be whether all the officers should not be Indian. The Depart* 
ment of Ports and Pilotage, Sir, is a department which is manned 
practically exclusively by non-Indians. The CiVil List will show that 
out of 12 superior grade officers, viz., Port Officers, iSurveyors, 
Engineers, etc., there is only one Indian officer, and his name is 
Engineer Lieutenant D. N. Mukherji, r.i.n. — the rest being non- 
Indians. This is a state of things which is extremely regrettable. 
Because Engineer Lieutenant Mukherji is there, it cannot be said that 
Indians <have no aptitude for maritime training. He has been there 
for some time, and he is serving there with credit. Now looking into 
the list of Branch Pilots, Master Pilots, and Mate Pilots, it would 
appear that out of 39 officers — Branch Pilots, Master Pilots and others — 
' there is not a single Indian. The Civil List will also show that out of 
these 39 officers as many as 32 have been appointed in England and 
only 7 have been appointed locally. Of course, there are^ some Indians 
in the inferior grades, but their number is very few, and they hhve 
been appointed only recently. Out of 10 Leadsmen apprentices — First 
Mate, Second Mate and Ay>prentice8 — there is only a single Bengali, 
viz,, Mr. K. N. Lahiri. The other nine are all non-Bengalis. It is 
also strange, Sir, that Government up till now have taken absolutely 
no steps to train Bengalis — whether Muslims or Hindus — to qualify 
themselves for admission into the Marine Department of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. 

The aptitude and competence, Sir, of East Bengal Muslims for 
maritime jobs are very well-known. In all inland vessels and in many 
sea-going vessels they have all along filed the posts of serangs and 
sukhanis ^nth credit to themselves, and, as a matter of fact, there is 
not a single vessel in Bengal which has not a Muslim serang. 

Our Chief Minister, Sir, is a Muslim, and the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of this department is also a Muslim. It is regrettable to find. 
Sir, that they have not taken any steps whatever to foster a spirit of 
learning the maritime craft amongst their Muhammadan brethren. 

My esteemed friend Maulana Md. Maniruzzaman Islambadi has 
moved a motion drawing the attention of Government to the paucity 
of Muslim employees in this department. I regret to observe, Sir, 
that he did not mention the claims of other communities excepting the 
Muslims 

(Here the niember having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) \ 

Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Sen, are yon going to moTe the next motion 
dboP 
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BAm NAGENDRA NATH SENS Yes, Sir, I shall formally moTo it. 

Sir, I beg to move that the demaml of Rs. 4,72,000 required fbr 
expenditure under the head “30— Ports and Pilotage” be reduced by 
Rs. 70,000 (unnecessary acquisition of outstanding interests of Narayan- 
ganj Dockyard). 

Mr. SPEAKER: All the motions under Miscellaneous Departments, 
Stationery and Printing,* and Ports and Pilotage have been finished. 
Is there anyone who wants Jo speak on the Miscellaneous Departments? 

(At this stage Mr. J. N. Ghpta rose to speak.) * 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, it will be convenient if you finish in 

one speech whatever you have got to say about all these three matters, 
viz., Miscellaneous Departments, Stationery and Printing, and Porta 
and Pilotage. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA; Yes, Sir, I will do so. 

Sir, I rise to speak on this occasion to make a few observations. 
In doing so, T must say at the outset that the impression that was 
created on the appointment of the Minister for Labour, who happened 
to be a Trade Union leader, has .since been removed, and dissatisfaction 
has been brewing amongst the workers. The contributions made by 
the Hon’ble Minister for Labour during one year that he has been in 
office towards the amelioration of the condition of the workers, are so 
meagre that no one considers that anything tangible will come out of 
the hands of the present Minister. While he was a Trade T^nion 
leader, he professed many things and on every occasion he assured 
the workers that he would always try to espouse the cause of the 
labourers. 

Turning to the picture presented by the budget in this session, 
it grieves one to find how miserably he has failed to protect the interesta 
of the workers and how blindly he has given his consent to a budget 
which has allotted only Rs. 20,000 to his department — totally insufficient 
for the development of such an important department. Sir, when he 
assumed charge as Minister of Labour, we expected many things from 
him inasmuch as he was a Trade Union leader and was in touch with 
labour, but from his activities during the last year I am inclined to 
believe that he is more anxious now to please the people of the 
oonstituency who returned him to this Assembly than to attend to the 
need of the workers. I admit that it is his^priipary duty to do so but, 
at the same time, he should bear in mind that he has got another 
important function for which he has been given the portfolio of Labour. 
Instead of moving as a tail-board to the Chief 3(inister, he. should have 
made it a point to come more in contact with the labour in this provinoe^ 
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so that he could be well posted as to the real condition of the workers. 
I, request him to engage himself more in the cause of labour which 
will help him to establish confidence of the workers and his Ministry 
will gain popularity in no time. 

Let him give u^ the idea of serving as a tail-board to tlfe Chief 
Minister. The success of his Ministry depends upon the amount of 
work he can put forward for labour. 

Next I want to deal with the problem of determining the minimum 
wages of the workers. Unless any measure is taken by the Hon^ble 
Minister to establish a machinery to examine the question, there cannot 
be any peace^ amongst the workers. There is a provision in the Treaty 
of Versailles that unless there is peace in the house of workers, there 
cannot be peace in the world. Regarding the question of fixing of 
minimum living wages, I want to place before the House certain facts 
which will convince the House that the wages thaf are no.w being paid 
to the workers are quite inade(|uate and are far below the liVing wage.* 
The Royal Commission on Labour that visited India, recommended 
that a machinery should be fixed to del ermine the living wages, but 
Government appears to have done nothing as yet. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN : 

Speaker ^ JTTTORt motion 

I CHUlintT^l District 

1^, csnr totto to, skijiy 

TO ^ TOT sm ^ 10 tot to i 

OTTO ^ jyi w ^ ^ w ^ i 

to ^ CTO TOT TO I TO *CTO 

•TO, cn iPR CITO^ «TCW ^ CTO 

TOTTO5^C n;twi CTO?f C^eTO fro District Board CTOUt TOTCTO C^ 
CTO CI5^ CTO? ^ cwrc=( *&1 to TOTTOCf?C TOCITO CTO« 5^ 

TO?r ?? 55TTO C>T < IRTO C^tl CTOC*(? C*R TO TO JTO CTO 

<lf<C?C*^ income rc? «lf«fc?*§ CTOP^ TO CTO ^TOUCTl 

Hf?TO CTO:? ?»1j|raFTf*^ tort tot? CTO? fro TO^R; «a*R !w CTO?6 

TORT TOT? CTOC5 TOP ?r, fTO STOTT ?TCU TO?, C^ 1?C^ HCVCMCdi? TflJI 

•ncT 5nti 4 N?HTi jpTOtr srt to? scrtwr ctoc?i fro at 

TO?sTOl??;ptTOCTO?iir?RTOgRT croc wt 

8RT ?lTf? tro; TOTJT motion CTOT? I 4?^ TO TOITOCTO 

TOrt TOTI^ TORT?T CJR f??l? STOC? ?TO IRT 4l 'CTWi iJTO STOWl 

utIto tori 
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Mr. AFTAB ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to protest against the 
labour policy of the Ministry, particularly in connection with the 
recognition of trade unions. During the last budget we heard a lot 
about recognition and d rules being made but up till now no recogni- 
tion in its jreal term and sense is being accorded to any trade union 
wo^th the name, unless tliat trade union is started by .black-legs or by 
hired sjtrike-breakers and supported by the Labour Minister. Sir, 
J can cite at least one insta/ice in the case of the Press Employees* 
Association. I may say that almost all the workers employed in the 
Bengal Government Press belong to the said association, but when the 
said as.sociation applied for reoogflition complying with all the rules 
of Government regarding recognition, the rival union that came up 
with* absolutely no membership or at any rate whose membership can 
be counted in one hand, was accorded recognition. May I ask, Sir, 
is this the way by which Government want to accord recognition to 
trade unions? Such recognition means submission to the Government 
or t^) tile employers. I may point out very clearly that if Government 
or t\ie employers want submission in the name of so-called recognition, 
labour — at least the organised section of labour — will not come forward 
for .such recognition and I believe they can do without it for a few 
more years yet. They cannot and will not accept recognition 
which will mean submission. Recognition, in the trade union sense 
and term, means the conclusion of a collective agreement, and it also 
means establishment of a joint machinery in which the employers and 
the employed shall be equally represented on equal terms and in that 
sense labour — at least the organised section of the lalmur or the section 
in who.se name I am entitled to speak here, — will welcome recognition. 
I know that with this poor representation in this Assembly, lalwur 
may go unheard to-day, especially when lalamr lia.s lost 5 to my right 
and 1 to my left. And I am afraid tliat we may not get recognition 
from the present Government in proportion to our strength outside, 
but I make myself bold to give this timely warning that further 
neglect of labour — further neglect to accord recognition to tnule unions 
will mean troulde. 

Sir, we of the trade union movement, do not easily go for strike. 
At least the Seamen’s Unions, which I represent in this House, do 
not go on strike every now and then. But I can inform this House 
that the seamen of this Province went on strike in 1918 and obtained 
an increase of Rs. 30 lakhs a year. They again had to use their trade 
union strength in 1929 when the employers and the Government com- 
bined, refused to dismiss the then licensed shipping brokers who was 
extorting the seamen. And the seamen failing in all constitutional 
efforts, applied their trade union strength an^ g^t the same broker 
dismissed wi^thin a fortnight. We are again trying to get our 
grievances redressed both for the foreign-going seamen and the inland 
seamen and we are now trying all constitutional ^eans, but it seems 
that the |Rive Street is determined not to hear us and perhaps they 
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ftra again anxioua to see our strength and I am sure they will have an 
^ occasion to see this in the near future. As to the policy of Govern- 
mentj as I said at the general discussion on the budget, my union took 
the first opportunity of inviting the membe’*8 of t^ Cabinet and 
acquainted them with the labour points of view. My union took 
special care and invited the attention of the members of the Cabinet 
that if fhey also joined the capitalists in raising the bogey of com- 
munism and thereby tried to suppress the trade-union movement, the 
result would be that the bogey would become a real one and the> 
would have its full consequences. c 

I am not using these things as a threat, but I am anxious that the 
industrial unrest and conflicts should be enquired into and causes 
found and remedied. It is no goo<l talking of industrial peace while 
you do not care to handle the fundamental differences between the 
haves and havenots. It is no good talking of peace — it is no good 
talking of industrial co-operation between the employers and the 
enfployees until and unless the main causes of such differences^ are 
properly tackled and removed. The Royal Commission on Ijabour 
recommended the appointment of a Rrovincia] Industrial Council but 
up till now Government have not tried or even thought fit to find out 
such means by which the industrial unrest could be checked and 
causes be removed. 

Another point what I want to bring to the notice of this Hoiise 

is the subject of compensation to the workers. We have a Work- 

men’s Compensation Court for the whole province situated at Writers’ 
Buildings. It is my personal knowledge (I am not relying on any 
infonnation) that when a worker institutes a case in the Compensa- 
tion Court he (‘annot secure any (ompensjition before six months on 
the average at times he has to wait even longer. I can mention the 
f^se of seamen in particular. When a seaman applies for compensa- 
tion he is told that the Home Office has been addressed. That takes 
a month or two. Then he has to undergo medical examination and 

such other things which make him wait for at least 6 months before 

he can expect to get anything. I know' of cases where workers were 
forced to leave their compensjitiou claims and go away, because 
waiting here became more costly than the amount claimed for. I 
Would seriously draw the attention of Government to this matter and 
here they have no fear of growth of trade unionism or of any other 
movement which they do not consider to their interest or to their 
advantage. After all, (X)mpens4ition is not a much grudged conces- 
sion to workers from a labour point of view. It is a little concession 
willingly made to the workers but even this little and insufficient 
oonoession is not being properly worked out. Unfortunately, I can- 
not give figures of these oases at the moment, but I am sure that if 
an enquiry is undertaken by the Minister concerned, he will find 
that my complaint is not unjustified. With these few words, I pro- 
pose to take my seat but before I do so, I would like to make another 
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suggeetion. Last year while speaking on this subject I drew the 
attentioB of the Ministry to the so-called seameu^s Home. 

(Here the member Laving reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

• 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I do not * rise to. protest 
against ‘anything but I do want to lodge a complaint against the Leader 
ot the House and the lieader'oi the Opposition for the time-table they 
have agreed to. Jt is impossible to j)lace one’s ideas Indore the House 
on any subject within the time thaj an (udinary member in thv n»)use 
usually gets. TVe fear the bell, and the clock takes away all ideas out 
of (*ir mind. Under fear and nervousness even the one or tw(» point44 
that we wish to place before the House seem to disai)pear. N<*\t year, 
I hope they will arrange a time-table that will be kinder to ev«‘n the 
wf)rm, the ordinary meiiiber. The licaders will have to arrange longer 
sittings. Wejnust be given time to exj»ress our views and put pur 
ideSs before the House. 

Coming to the subject of the motion which 1 am placing before the 
House, let me first begin In saying that the tiovernment of India has 
been descrijWd in the j>ast as a rnai-bap Government, — a Government 
that was supposed to take the keenest jmssible interest in the welfare 
of the teeming millions of India and was keeping careful watch over 
every aspect of India’s progress. Experience has shown that the mai 
part of Government has been rather step-motherly. The Government 
should remove the impression that it is acting os the agent of non- 
Indian interests. Our industries and all those items which go to make 
a nation have been neglected. It must, liowever, be admitted that 
although not on socialistic principles, the railways, the canals and the 
highways are State properties which may safely be considered ae 
nationalised. But I was led to press this cut motion before the House 
because the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department had upset 
me by the attitude adopted by him, ns spokesman of the Government, 
an attitude of “no-policy” regarding the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation. **Tt seems as if they have not yet given thought to the 
problem and, therefore, if we do not wake them up, if we do not tell 
them that the people of Bengal want them to initiate a bold j>olicy now 
for the benefit and in the interests of the people, danger lies ahead. 
The name Tubl ic Utility’ is a convenient American phrase to designate 
a clase of industries, such as, Water and Gas Sup])ly, Railway, Tram- 
ways and Transport Services, Telephones, Post and Telegraphs, Electric 
Supply and so on. The operations of these services affect large numbers 
of the citixens and, consequently, it is now admit led and recognised on 
all hands that they must come under public ownership, they must be 
municipalised and nationalized. These being utilities for the largest 
number of the people have a tendency to become centralized and mono- 
polistic tnd, as such, unless controlled, the corporations, that hare 
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charge of them, are likely to run away with the profits and go on 
increasing their charges, day to day, from the public. I do hope, 
the Hon’ble Minister will initiate some policy. He may follow the 
old system of the Government where they guaranteed a percentage of 
profit. In that, system a minimum used to be guaranteW; but if 
that is dot possible to>day, what I would suggest is that a maximum 
percentage of say, 1 or 2 per cent, above bank rate be guaranteed to 
these corporations and the balance of tlie profits, thrown back into 
the utilities with a view to improve and cheapen them or in the alter- 
native to become part of the revenu'es of the Province. Unless this is 
done, it will be impossible for us to reorganise and reconstruct our 
whole economic structure. Public utilities in Bengal, for the lime 
being, until we have advanced a bit further, would be, to my mind, 
electricity, not only in Calcutta, but in the different towns of the 
Province and also, if we have evolved any scheme of rural electricity, 
all* over Bengal 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Not yet developed. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Tramways are a public utility 
that is crying to have public ownership. The same is the case with 
Telephones, and gas-works and other utilities that, from time to time, 
the wisdom of the Cabinet or the wider wisdom of this House may 
decide to be a public utility. India has tried to go a bit further than 
it has done in the past since the new Governments came into power in 
the matter of Co-operative Credit and Co-operative Banking. If we do 
the same in the matter of Public Utilities, I do not think we shall be 
making any revolutionary change in the policy of the Government, 
and therefore, Sir, I repeat that the Government should come forward 
with a definite policy. They have had ample time to think over these 
things — ^almost a year; and if we are assured that some such thing Is 
going to be evolved out of the collective or individual brains of the 
members of the Cabinet, we will be prepared to give them one year 
more. But beyond that, Sir, it will be disastrous to let them go on 
with a policy of drift, and allow the corporations oontrollfng the Public 
Utilities to-day to run away with huge profits — profits that ought to 
go to the nation. Let us first decide upon a policy. It will not be 
difficult to decide later on whether the services should be controlled by 
the Government direct or through other agencies such as Municipalities, 
District or Local Boards or even commercial corporations. I assure my 
Hon’ble friend the Minister that onoe he decides to bring them under 
public ownership, the public will give him all the money he will need 
should the ooffers and credit of the Government fail him. 

Tlii Hon’ble Ml. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I shall deal with 
the speech which has been last delivered because it is the ffeshest in 
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ray iniiid. The hon’ble member spoke words which I can fairly ata^ 
takrai out of my very mouth. When he asked me to nationalise 
electricity, I think he remembered that not so very long ago, at the 
time when the question of sanction to the Calcutta Corporation to 
acquire the Calcutta Electric Supply Corj)orati(in was discussed, I 
definitely stated that the policy of Government in respect of electricity 
in general and of this electricity institution in particular, was greater 
and greater public control, leading ultimately to nationalisation. I 
have also had the benefit of. a discussion with the honhle memlwr and 
in that discussion I pointed olit to him that we do propose taking 
certain very immediate steps in this connection on the approved lines 
of getting such bodies under public control. There are vanous 
methods of doing this. The easiest method and not the safest methpd 
IS to purchase this institution outright by raising a large loan. There 
are other methods o? providing for sinking funds, and. as the hon’ble 
jnember himself has suggested guaranteeing for a certain •period 
but ne must remember that in cases of this nature if you guarantee 
profits which are lower than the profits which that company is 
getting, it becomes incumbent upon Government to pay compen- 
sation to the other side. Now, in a matter of this nature, 
namely, nationalisation of an electricity con(‘ern and the introduc- 
tion of electricity in the rural areas as w'cll as in the towns 
it means an enormous expenditure, and, I visualise, an expenditure of 
something like Rs. 26 to 30 crores. (Rai Harj^^dra Nath Ciiau- 
DHURi: Much less than that). Sir, my friend says that it could be 
done at a much less cost than that. Well, Sir, my friend might do it, 
but I visualise that sum, and my estimate for the time being must 
stand. (Rai Harekdra Nath Chaudhuri: What about Madras and 
F. P.P Have not they electrified the countiyside P) No, they have not 
been able to introduce electricity in the whole of the countryside, but 
only in places, (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : Not only in places 
but in large areas). Yes, it may be in large areas, but surely not in 
the whole of the Presidencies. You must also remember that so far as 
the Madras Presidency is concerned it has got more water power and 
electrical possibilities than the level plains of Bengal. But in any 
event, wh^her the cost will be Rs. 25 crores or Rs. 30 or a little leas 
than that, I do not think that the House will be satisfied if I were 
to initiate a scheme which will cost the revenues of the province such a 
large amount without the backing of expert advice. 1 propose there- 
fore to have a survey made by experts as well as taking the best expert 
advice that we can get in this matter before we place a scheme before 
this House. I would therefore, assure tha hon’ble member and not 
only the hon’ble member but the House and the public outside, who 
must be anxious to see that electricity is introduced in the province, 
that I shall try my level best to give it to them as early as possible 
and at efficiently as possible. (Hear, hear). 



m DEMAND Fdit QEANT. [28Tii Ito., 

Now, Sir, with regard to the other matters, namely, the traiaways, 
telephone and gas-works, I must confess that I have not thought about 
nationalising them, firstly, because they do not fall within the purview 
<oi my depi^ment. Telephone is under the control of the Government 
of India, and so far as the tramways are conceme<^, they are now, 
after passing through a very bad time, they are now earning some 
profit, but they have to go on progressing because they have to com- 
pete alongside the bus-transport; and if yoti nationalise the tramways 
then you have also to nationalise the ^bus-transport of this city. 
(Rai Haebnora Nath Chaudhuhi: wThen why not do it?) Sir, 
all these require a great deal of consideration, and if my view is 
oorrect, I think that when the tramways of London were nationalised 
■or municipalised it led to a loss of several hundred thousands of pounds 
per year, to the London County Coimcil. (Mr. Santosh Xumar Basu: 
Don’t attempt it then). This is a matter, Sir, of^which I do not know 
which department of Government is in charge, but if it i^ to be con- 
sidered at all, it cannot be considered by Government as a whole then 
before we cun place some sort of a scheme before the House. 

Babti NAGENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of information, Sir. 
Ought not the Ilon’ble the Labour Minister to know which department 
this matter belongs to, when the Cabinet boasts of being a “happy 
family^’? 

Mr* SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, you have only 5 minutes more. 

The Hofl’blU Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Is that so, Sir? I find 
that I have many tilings to reply to and how can I finish within five 
minutes? Sir, there is one matter in particular which 1 would like to 
deal with as I feel great sympathy with the complaint; and that is the 
difficulties of the Noakhali people. As a matter of fact, the hon’ble 
member who moved this cut motion has confessed to this House that 
the dereliction of duty lies not so much with the Govwnifient as with 
the District Board whose primary duty it was to establish the ferry 
service. Now, Sir, this service was established a little while ago, but 
M this service did not become a paying proposition by reason of the 
District Board not taking steps to stop the other ferries, it had to be 
discontinued. The Chairman of the District Board of NoakhaH 
approached me — I do not know why he did so, because this subject does 
not fall within my department, for it really comes under the Depart- 
ment of Oommipsioations and Works, to establish a ferry service, but 
I tried my level best te assdst him and the latest information that I have 
received is this, that they have been able to arrange with some oiker 
service and are on the point of concluding a contract. I wish him every 
success, but if he does not succeed, then we shall nse whatever infiuenoe 
we possess to bring the contract to a snccessful conclusion. 
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Maulana Md. Maninizsaman Islamabadi has movad that 
third are not sufficient Muhammadan officers in the department or^k 
which I have the honour to preside; and Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen also 
has referred to the pAucity of Indian officers in the department. 

« 

Now, he has given an imposing list of officers 6ut all of them are 
employed by and are under the administrative control of the Govern- 
ment of India. I have nothing to do with them at all. We pay 
only for two officers; but they are engaged by Government of India. 
All that we have got are two clerical posts merely in the Port Office 
here, both of whom are manned by Hindus. I have given instruction 
that the next vacancy should go to a Moslem. So far as tht/ Chittagong 
Port Office is concerned, there are two permanent posts of which one is 
held by a Moslem, and one temporary post which is held by a Hindu*. 
This is the position qf affairs. We do not entertain a staff worth the 
name, and hence there is no validity in the charge that we only employ 
ifbn-Indians. 

Mr. Gupta has criticised us, and I value his criticism, because he 
has pointed out that I have not sufficient funds for my department. 
This is perfectly true. We are under-manned and I have not been 
able to fulfil the duties of this department as I have hot got a suffi- 
cient number of factory inspectors who have to perform various duties 
under various acts. I am glad that he has raised this point, and I am 
glad that the labour members realise that my department is under- 
manned. And I hope, when I come up before this House with a fresh 
demand for more officers, they will not turn it down by telling me 
that we are Only increasing the administrative departments and incur- 
ring unnecessary expenses. The persons who are working to-day in the 
h'actory Department and in the Department of Labour are working 
day and night, and it is impossible for them to work any rtfbre. If 
you want the department to work more efficiently, you have got to 
give me an ade(]uate staff, and J hope, for the sake of poor labourers 
tins House will not turn down my proposals. 

As regards the criticisms that have been made in regard to the 
recognition of Trade Unions, I may tell Mr. Aftab AH that I have 
laid down certain principles of recognition. One of them is inspec- 
tion by the Labour Commissioner of the books of account of the Trade 
Union that seeks recognition, because I am not satisfied that Govern- 
ment will accord recognition to any Trade Union which is being used 
by its leaders for the exploitation of the labeureg^. I suppose this is 
one of the reasons why no trade union has applied to Government for 
recognition. If they come forward, I will welcome them. But 1 may 
tell Mr. Aftab Ali that Government of its own accord k sot going to 
accord recognition to those Trade Unions which are not coming up iritll 
S8 
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applications. And if they do come up, it will insist a very close inspec- 
tion of their accounts, of their membership and fees and also of their 
method of doing work 

Mr. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: For strike breaking. 

a 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Certainly, not for 
shouting revolutionary slogans against Government and against the 
employers. I will not have persons going, about the country, shouting 
revolution,*^ and claiming that they are*by that means looking after the 
interests of the labourers. 

< Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: But we have still oui 
liold on labour which iny friend has not. 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 can guarantee 
good friend that he and his colleagues have been found out by the 
labourers and to-day he is at a discount. To-day the labourers have 
realised that he and his colleagues are no friends of the labourers 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 throw out a challenge 
to the Kon’ble Minister. I will resign my seat and in seeking re- 
election ask ray friend also to contest it as my rival. 

The Hen*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The time will come 
when we will see to that. 

But I can assure Mr. Aftab Ali that the recognition of a Trade 
Union by no means means submission to Government or to the 
employers. I do want that strong Trade Unions should organist them- 
selves, and I want them to face the employers on an equal footing, so 
that they may be able to get their rights and compel the employers to 
give them their rights. And in case they do not give them their rights, 
I can assure Mr. Aftab Ali and the labourers outside, as I would like to 
assure the employers that Government stand by the proposition whifch 
it laid down that it would give a fair deal to the labourers; and that it 
will use all powers of compulsion on either side to see that the labourers 
get their proper and legitimate dues. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that a sum of 
Bs. 6,16,000 be "granted for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscel- 
laneous Departments* ^'waf then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Shibnath Banerjee that the demand under 
thf head “66 — Statioi\ery and Printing and Depreciation Beserve Fund 
-*dGk>V 0 rnxnent Presses** be reduced by Bs. 100, was then put a^d loet. 
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The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand under the head 
' ‘56— Stationery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Pjind— 

Government Pressesy be reduced bv Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker that 
a sum of Rs. 22,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“567-Stationary and Printing and Depreciation ReseA'e Fund — 

Government Presses” was^then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr, Syed Abdul Majid that tlie denuiiid under the 
head ‘*30 — Ports and Pilottfge” he re<lu(‘ed by Rs. 100 wiy* then put 

and lost. 

• The motion of Maulana Muhammad Maniruzzaman* Islamabadi 
that the demand under the head “dO — Ihuts and Pilotage” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. * 

The motion of Babu Nagendra Xath Sen that the demand under the 
head “30— JPorts and Pilotage” he reduce<l by Us. 100 was them put 
and lost. 

The motion of Babu Nagendra Nath Sen that the demand under 
the head “30 — Ports and Pilotage” he reduc,e<l by Rs. 70,000 was then 
put and lost. 

The original motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that the 
demand of Rs. 4,72,000 be granted for expenditur<^ under the head 
“30— Ports and Pilotage” was then put and agreed to. 

‘•9— Stamps.'’ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; On the recom. 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 4,84,000 be granted for expenditure under the liead “9 — 
Stamps”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I have just got 10 minutes before the 
prayer interval. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. CanH we postpone the prayer till 
6-30 p.m. P 

Mr. SPEAKERS No. 

Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 4,84,000 under the heod “9 — Stamps” be reduced by Rs. 100 
to raise a discussion on the failure in reduyng^the rate and value of 
the stamps and court-fees. 

Stamp duty W STO, a aWT «tlT^ TY 

^ w w OT, ^ mm •nwzr cro. ajTOR tpq-trwi 

ftsn, 'EWR apcTO cro stamp ^ a«tr Sf csr 
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ftm 50*1 nf*rt^ k\o ^ al sof^^wcM m f^js^ 

4w[ ^jOTi al *rf?C8Sc sctt'c w»rtt 

5TOT FWTff, «tf!P>C 4iHlW f3®T5^ STW!^ stamp 

aiinsR «R5Ti5Tfw, Will©® «if?H STOK a «i;;f«Rt sif® jt 'c®w^ i 

cfH nre^nKT? =(Tf5i;ir tor, c^-f^ frot, W3r?[ n?! ®t# fm 

•(C^ ^ «n:®i:^ oTTTijT f(f?E jri cirtto cto *r|i5 

al C¥[l?-fjr ««CCR TO[l RRr,*[H3 W «TR f=RW®® TOt 

TOC cR*rt croc® j^ri tocir^ to? tocrc c^rcir< 

TOKic (RC® Tn:?c j<r, toi:® tot nreTOc itocc® *015 acr a^ ®cf®f?[?F cRmT-fj® 

astampfeea?; ^cjTOc ^«Ti as I?toc tot? OTiT-lw ?r? sRn: c?cy cb react \ 
TOK*t c? ®T? croc ?r^ i ^)TT**r cac^ a5‘*rt?c*t>? toc tc*t 0 C4i5*l 

TO tiro 5t®Tl TO ?f? tc® 8 TO brs TOST? I^l C? Department a 
«ffa'cHC*5? TO a® afro Department a a® ar®r<if v;;csn? e c^FriT-f? 
?f?cH? arc;? bTfroc r?t? cif tro af^c?:*^? toi It ?r cal5r totot f?c?Rr ^ i 
?[8(T ?ft TOC^e T?r t? ®TTOa« a^^fcac'i?? ar® «nT;c?i, ont? 

THPCar CTO^® bT^, »t6*t CH*!? tr hT^ f?CT? $n<fni CTT?^ TO?, ®T1R? f® TOTTO t?TO? 

fro TO?? ®nR? ®f?5Rr ff?-T?aFc?? a;;1??r cro? f?c® to?? to ?t? stf®t to? ®c? 
??rtc?? ?ro^ a® ®cf®f?® ^jttc*?? ?t? biT'tcflct? cr?? ?f? tar t? c?, Bcf? ftsFc?? 
ctar? ?r? cro af?TO?t c??, to c?? ?c^ ca? a?^ »i?irc>n? to? h*1c<? 
TO cac®^ c®d> c??, a;®?!^ a? crol at®5T afta trf®?^ croa cror® a? i cat ®?t 
T if? c<ia;c® TOt a®«(W> tf? trasftat ?f?acK?, fmM ^an? croc® to?, TOtca 
^ii*a ® cttI?*'!®? ?jaT ^icr^ct? cacr® t?T? i5tb® 1 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose this motion. The practice of charging court-fees and stamp 
duties on documents is in vogue not merely in this Province, but in 
all the Indian provinces, and probably all over the civilized world. 
People are asked to pay court-fees not because of the luxury of 
litigation, but because they get justice, and Government have got to 
maintain the judiciary at a heavy expenditure. The revenues of this 
Department do not go only to cover the expenditure of that particular 
Department, but they are spent on other departments including the 
nation-building departments. Our rates of court-fees and stamp 
duties are by no means higher than those prevailing in other provinces 
of India. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question may now be 
put. We are hardly pressed for time. 

Tilt Hon’bla 8ir BUDY PRA8AD 8INCH ROYs Sir, I am on 
my lifs. 


c 


Of* NAIililAKiHA 8ANYAL: At any stage we oaa wore. Sir. 
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TIM Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 do not think, 
Sir, there is any justification in suggesting that the rate of oourt-* 
fees and stamp duties should be reduced by half or by one-thirj as 
the hon’ble member suggested. It will mean a heavy loss of provin- 
cial revenues. Over 3 crores of rupees come from this source, and 
I do not think that the provincial exchequer can hfford to sacrifice 
half of that revenue. The money that we derive from court-fees and 
stamps are, I dare say, wMl-spent in maintaining the high standard 
of our judiciary and in building up our nation-building departments. 

a 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I propose to adjourn the House now : 
Invnediately after we meet I will put this motion and the main motion, 
and all others will be guillotined. We meet punctually at half past six, 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

it 

After adjournment. 

The motion of Mr. Asiimiddin Ahmed that the demand under the 
liead “9 — Stami)s” be reduced b\ its. 100 was then put and lost. 

The original motion that a sum of Its. 4,84,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “9 — Stamps” was put and agreed to. 

The time-limit having been reached the following demands for 
grants were disposed of. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Sarker. 

‘^—Interest and other obligationa.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”22 — Interest 
on Debt and other obligations”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, 
Mr. Speaker. Rule 1]8(^) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Rules 
and Standing Orders reads ”on the last day of the days so allotted, 
at 6-30 p.m., the Speaker shall forthwith put every question necessary 
to dispose of all the outstanding matters in connection with the demands 
for gmnts” but I find now that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
just moved the motion standing in his name. If that be allowed, Sir, 
wiR you permit the other members also to move their motionaf Other- 
wise, Sir, it is under the rules your duty to put ail the motions before 
the Hoitte, and not ask the Hon’ble Ministers to put their ttotknii. 
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Mrs SPEAKERS But 1 dcn*i think I can move the motions 
^regarding demand for grant myself. The Hon’hle A. K. Faalul Huq. 

< 

Dapartmonts.” 

Tho Hon’blo Mr# As Ks PAZLUL HUQ: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 30,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘36 — Scientific 
Departments”. 

T)je iliotion was put and agreed to*. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Sarker. 

‘‘57 — Miscellaneous.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINi RANJAN SARKER: 0^ the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 18,22,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “67 — 
Miscellaneous”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’bie Mr. Sarker. 

‘‘Loans and Advances bearing Interest.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 22,16,000 be granted lor expenditure under the head “Loans 
and advances bearing interest”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Sarker. 

‘‘56 — Superannuation allowances and pensions”, ‘‘55A— Commutations 
of Pensions” and ‘‘63-~Commuted value of pensions not charged 
to revenue.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: On the recom- 

mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 76,49,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “65 — 
Superannuati^ allowances and pensions”, “65A — Commutations of 
pensions financed ,£ron^ ordinary revenue”, and “83 — ^Payment of 
commuted value of pensions”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Sarker. 
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“Inttrast Fret Advanoec.’' 

The Hwi'bla Mr. ||'ALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: On the reoom- 
mentation of His Excellency the GoTernor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Bs. 3,30,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Interest 
— Free Advances”. • 

The motion was put aiul*agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Tl»e Hon’ble*Mr. A. K. Fuzhil Huq. 


“11— Registration.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. A* K. FAZLUL HUQ: On the recommendation 
of* His Excellency the Ghovernor, I beg to move that a suri! of 
Rs. 18,99,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Regis- 
tration”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just two other matters wliicli 1 want to finish 
before adjourning the House. The Deputy Speaker will please read 
the report of the Committee «ppointe<l Last session. 


Committee of Prooedure. 

Mr. M. ASHRAFALI: I beg to present tlie final report of the 
Committee which wa> appointed la-^t session for drafting rules for 
regulating the rules of procedure and (xmducting the business of the 
House. 

The Hofi’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 beg to move that 
the Committee which was appointed, be allowed to continue as such, 
so that in case the House wants to refer any matter regarding these 
rules to that Committee before coming to a final decision, they may 
be able to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is merely to keep the Committee in func- 
tion 96 that any other matter that may arise tMl the rules are finished, 
might be discussed by thot committee. Is there any objection P 


Mr. fPEAKER: The leave of the House is given. 
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CwnmittM of Privilogo. 

Mr. SPEAKER I There is just one matter io which I should like 
to refer. By virtue of a resolution regarding the Committee of 
Privilege, I nominated a Standing Committee. Under the Rules and 
Regulations which the House has accepted another Committee, it 
seems, ought to be set up. This Committee will consist of: — 

O 

Mr. Speaker as Chairman, 

Hon^ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 

Sir George Campbell, 

Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, 

Mr. Promatha Nath Banerjee, 

Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

Mr. D. P. Khaitan, 

Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, 

Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed, 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, 

Mr. Fazlur Rahman (Dacca University), 

Mr. Shah Abdur Rauf (Rangpur), 

Maulvi Abdul Wahab Khan, 

Mr. R. H. Ferguson, 

Mr. M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Speaker. 

There is just one further matter involving important constitutional 
questions on which I should' like to give my ruling. It relates to the 
question of presenting an address to His Excellency the Governor. 


Ruling of the Hon*blo Mr. Spetkar rogtrding the presentation of 
eddress to the Governor. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid and Dr. SanauUah have given notice of a 
Resolution for presenting an address to the Governor under Rule 65 
(section 12f) of the Standing Rules and Orders of the Bengal LegiS' 
lative Assembly. The purport of the resolution is to express the 
opinion of the House that it is incumbent upon Government to take 
immediate steps for the introduction of free and compulsory primary 
education in ^e pronnce of Bengal including Calcutta and all other 
municipal areas and to express a further opinion of the Ho^we that 
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whUe «11 parts of the province both rural and urban including tha 
city of Calcutta should be called upon to contribute to the cost 
primary education and should be included within the scope o! one 
single Act, the cultTvators of the province should be excluded from 
the incidence of any such scheme of taxation on the ground that they 
have to bear an additional commodity tax on jute to the extent of 
3*50*cioree of rupees. I am called upon to consider as to whether 
this resolution for the purpose of presenting an address in terms of 
the above is permissible. 

Buie 66 does not mention the nature and scope of an ^idress nor 
is there any guidance in our Standing Eules about this. Under the 
Gk)vemment of India Act an address to the Governor is contemplated 
in section 90 when a message is received by the Legislature from the 
Governor enacting in his discretion a Governor’s Act or sending the 
draft of a Bill for that purpose. The Legislature in such circum- 
stance may present an address within one month with reference to 
fhe Bill or* the amendments suggested to be made therein, (tn the 
other hand under section 88 of the Act, in the circumstance of the 
Governor promulgating an Ordinance during the recess of the Legis- 
lature, it is not an address that could be presented to the Governor 
but a resolution of the Legislature may be passed disapproving of 
such an Ordinance. There is thus a definite distinction made between 
a resolution of the House in section 88(i?)(//; and an address from 
the House under section 90 (^). In the first, the Act of the Governor 
is an Act enacted on the advice of his Ministers and for all purposes 
it is an Act within ministerial responsibility whereas the Governor 
in the other case functions in his discretion. In view of these specific 
provisions and the distinction made between an address in the case of 
a Governor’s Act and a Resolution in connection with a Governor’s 
Ordinance and in the absence of any specific rule outlining the scope 
of an address to the Governor, I have to look to the general principles 
underlined in the Government of India Act and to the Parliamentary 
Practice and convention in such cases. The Government of India 
Act contemplates certain functions to be discharged by the Governor 
in his discretion, but subject to this, the entire executive administra- 
tion of the province is to be exercised by Ministers responsible to the 
Legislature who exercise the executive authority on behalf of His 
Majesty and in the name of the Governor. The Government of the 
province, subject to the discretionary powers of the Governor and 
other safeguards, is in essence a system of ministerial responsibility 
and I do not find any constitutional justification for the Legislature 
to go behind such principle of ministerial responsibility and present 
an address to the Governor. The Legislature has full power to enact 
laws, to pckss resolutions for expression of its opinion on any matter 
of general public interest and such an expression of opinion in »the 
form of a resolution has, 1 take it, for its pun>O 0 e an intimation to 
the etecutive of the wishes of the House. It appears that, in 
34 
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England, an address can be presented to His Majesty and the subjects 
upon which such address is presented comprise matters of foreign or 
domestic policy, administration of justice, confidence on the Ministers 
of the Crown, expression of congratulations or condolence and yarious 
other matters connected with the Government and the welfak^e of the 
Country, except thri it is not presented in relation to any BiU pending 
in either Houses of Parliament. It should be remembered that in 
England such addresses are not always of a formal nature and are 
only permissible on the constitutional principle that His Majesty 
always acts on the advice of his Ministers and the King on all affairs 
of State does not function except on the advice of his Ministers. As 
a matter of fact the King in his speech from the throne always 
announces the policy and programme of Government and the King’s 
speech is discussed as embodying the policy of the Executive. But 
even there such addresses are not presented unless it is on a matter 
of momentous importance and could not be done through any other 
procedure. Here in India the Governor has a dual function — one ee 
the constitutional Governor, the other in the discharge of his func- 
tions in his own discrelion. It would therefore not be desirable to 
introduce the procedure of presenting an address to the Governor in 
matters concerning the executive administration of a province which 
ordinarily lie within the scope of ministerial responsibility. The Gov- 
ernment of India Act contemplates such presentation of address in 
section 308 in connection with any proposal for amendment of certain 
provisions of the Act or Orders in Council, but here also the matter 
is outside the scope of ministerial responsibility. I am therefore of 
opinion that the scheme of the constitution and its spirit are such 
that we should not introduce the procedure of presenting an address 
in matters in which the Governor functions as the constitutional 
Governor unless it be of a purely formal nature, such as, an expres- 
sion of congratulations or condolence, etc., or a momentous matter 
of national concern. Matters which can be dealt with under ordinary 
rules of discussion in the Assembly and within the scope of ministerial 
responsibility shotdd not come within the purview of an address, and 
generally speaking, controversial matters in which there might be 
scope of any difference of opinion should not be presented to the 
Governor, unless they come within the specific provisions of sections 
308 and 90 of the Government of India Act. Otherwise our Standing 
Buies contemplating discussion of matters of public interest in a 
specific form will be nugatory, for any one might then, instead of 
giving notice of a resolution, might give notice of an address and 
every matter w^ich could be brought in in the form of a resolution 
would be brought in in the form of an address. 

I am therefore of opinion that in view of the constitutional dis- 
tinction made between matters lying in the discretion of Governor 
and matters lying wit}^in the scope of ministerial responsibiHty and 
in view of the Government of India Act and our Standing (Were, 



DEMAND FOR GRANT, 


m 


m-] 

piooediire of address is intended for enoh matters as lie within 
^OrSOope of the Governor’s powers in his discretion or for^ wliiol\ theH 
ii BO ministerial responsibility and for which the Assembly might 
desire to express and place its views before the Governor who is 
otherwise inaccessible to the Assembly. No address would therefore 
lie against any action of the executive Government as the Jaw pn>- 
Tides for action to be taken by the Legislature in such matters. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN . 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker/ Sir, our 
oonstitution is not on all fours with the other constitutions of the 
world, say, that of the United Kingdom. Ours is a truncated oonsti- 
tution, for certain aspects of the country’s administration are outside 
its scope. Would the House be debarred from dealing With thdhe 
<jue8tions under your ruling? 

. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have already said, an address is permis- 
sible as regards matters which lie outside the scope of Ministerial 
responsibility. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I, Sir, just inquire about 
one thing — just to have further illumination on this point? Have we 
not got the right of presenting an address to His Excellency in reply 
to an address delivered by His Excellency the Governor in this House? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is quite a different matter. I believe that 
should be permissible ordinarily. 


Tht Hofi'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Sir, before we disperse. 
I would ask your permission to detain the House for a few minutes 
to convey to you our sense of the appreciation of the manner in 
which you have conducted the proceedings of this House during the 
budget discussions. This is not the first time, Sir, that your ability 
in managing the affairs of the House and conducting its debates ably 
and efficiently and on a very high plane has been put to the severest 
test, and I think 1 voice the feelings of all present when 1 say that 
on all occasions when you have had to deal with difficult situations 
stnd circumstances you have emerged out of those difficult situations 
and 'circumstances successfully • • 


Mr. TUUI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Is it a vote of thanks or a 
valediotory address? 
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^ MiiMMt Mr. il. K. fiMELyi H<f«ff Wk^terer it k, it 

CM Hub «€oa«ion I fed^lhat iill stetsons of tlib Bouse mm hk 
pmh0k-1li0m0mmt mt tiis i^uestm of our being gi»t^|fl to jo^ 

ler Hie nuusner in vbioii jou baye conducted the pnooeediil^ ol this- 
House sriHi unifonit omriMf and strict obierrance of the rules and 
regulatieiHi.<« (Loud cheers.) 

' ^ 'fV 

Mr. IMAKEfl: 74.. I sluJl itow adjourn t]i« Houm. 

AdioHimiiHit 

The A at caA ly Va^hen adjourned till 6 p.m., on Tuesday, the 29tlk 
I^SSf at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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• Birendra Nath Das Gupta: (Q.) p. 

162. 

Babu Satya Ranjan Bakshi: (Q.) p. 
380. 

Sreejut Arun Chandra Guha. (Q.) p. 

• 164. • 

Sreejut Haripada Das Mazumdar. 
(Q.) p. 481. 

Restrictions on certain released: 
p. 151. 

bhamral and Saturla polloa-ttationt 

Malaria in the, Dacca; (Q.) p. 89. 

Dhullatwari river 

Bandal in the, near Manikgunj: (Q.) 
p. 373. 

Oflurung and Halda rfvera 

In Chittagong: (Q.) p. 7. 

Olitrfot Board 

Jalpaiguri: (Q.) p. 18. 

Diatrfet record room 

At Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 2. 

Divifiofli pp. 56, 229, 294, 460. 

Mid, Mr. Harondra 

Repair of the Ohatal circuit embank- 
ment; Ifidnapore: (Q.) p. 364. 

iMr, Mr. U powdr a Nath 

Diotrial foeord room at Bakarganj: 

m P. 2. 


Edon Naapital, Caioiitta 

Refusal of admission of Mrs. 'Nib 
Guha into: (Q.) p. 303. 

Education 

Expenditure for the, of the sehedu 
castes, Muslims, Europeans i 
Anglo-Indians: (Q.) p. 314jj ^ 

Elaotloni ^ 

In the District and Local Boar 
Introduction of the system of vot 
by ballot : p. 6. 

Voting by symbols in the Local i 
Union Boards: (Q.) p. 17. 

Embankment, Ghatal oiroullf 

Repair of the, Midiin[H>re: (Q.) 
364. 

Employees 

Sche<luled castes, in the Public Wo 
Department at Barisal: (Q.) 
371. 

Eradication 

Of water-hyacinth pest in Faridp 
(Q.) p. 378. 

Establishment 

In the Public Health DepaMlnc 
Engineering Branch: (Q.) p. 74 

Of Debt Settlement Boards in Hat 
and Raraagati, Noakhali; (Q.) 
,377. 

Europeans 

Expenditure for the education of t 
(Q.) p. 314. 

Eipefiditura 

for die edu^iation of the sch^di 
castes, Muslims, Europeaiid' i 
Anglo-Indians: (Q.) p. 914. 

For the erimiiia] case against Rag 
bar Narain Bingb: (Q.) p. 496. 
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Fartiid Razt Chairffttury, Mr. M. 

InduaViei^Induitries : p. 416. 

Farictpur 

Clerks under the District Judge of : 

(Q.) P. 14. ‘ 

Eradication of water-hyacinth pest in: 
(Q.> p. 378. 

Failul Him. the Mon’ble Mr. A. K. 

Admission of Indian Christian girls in 
the Bethune Cdllegiate School, Cal- 
cutta: (Q.) p. 196. 

AdvisSry Committee for Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrars in the 24-Par- 
ganas: (Q.) p. 313. 

Clerks of the Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrars’ offices: (Q.) p. 194. 

Education — .Anglo-Indian and Euro- 
pean: pp. 403, 405, 

Education — General: pp. 31, 61, 62. 

» Expenditure for the education of the 
scheduled castes, Muslims, Euro- 
peans and Anglo-Indians; (Q.) p. 
314. 

Forest: p. 401. 

Free and compulsory i)rimary education 
in Mymensingh; (Q.) p. 316. 

Grants-in-aid to junior madrasahs in 
Mur^shidabad : (Q.) p. 16. 

Hostel accommodation for Indian 
Christians in Government Institu- 
tions: (Q.) p. 4. 

Provincial Excise: p. 457. 

Registration; p. 505. 

Scientific Department: p. 604, 

llAXiul Quadlr, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 

Agriculture: p. 276. 

Foraat Dapartmant 

’ Amounts realised by "the, as transit 
fees: (Q.) p. 861 t ♦ 

Forat^OfRoart 

O 

, And their establishments: <Q.) X'- 

253. 


Fra# and ooinpulaory primary ddueatlM 

In Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 316. 

* 

Ghatal oirouit amhankmant 

Repair of the, Midnapore: (Q.) p. 
364. 

Ghost, Mf. Atui Krishna 

Publi* Health: p. 234. 

Silting up of the river Nabaganga from 
Naldi to Lohagara: (Q.) p, 366. 

Giasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Education — General; p. 38. 

r 

Golam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr% Shah Syad, 

Civil court staff of Noakhali: (Q.) p.- 

12 . 

Debt Settlement Boards in certain 
police-stations of Noakhali; (Q.) p, 
89. 

Provincial Excise: p. 447. 

Tube-wells in Noakhali: (Q.) p, 91. 

Government Institutions 

Hostel accommodation for Indian 
(’hristians in; (Q.) p. 3. 

Government Pleaders, etc. 

Appointment of, freii the members of 
the scheduled castes for the districts 
of Dacca and Myiiiensingh : (Q.) p. 

384. 

Governor 

Ruling of Mr. Speaker regarding pre- 
sentation of address to the; p. 506. 

Grants-in-aid 

To the junior madrasahs in Murshida- 
bad; (Q.) p. 16. 

Grant 

Under the head ^^ural water-sax^*’: 
(Q.) P. 75. 
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QiUKH, Mr. tl. N. 

Forest: p. 398. 

Ports and Pilotage: 491. 

Gurung, Mr. DtmiMr Singh 

Medical: p. 214. 

Nabibullah, the Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja, 
Bahadur, of Dacca 

Agriculture: pp. 2()1, 288. * 

Eradication ot water-hyacinth pest in 
* Faridpur: (Q.) p. 378. 

Industries — Industries — 43: pp. 406, 

424. 

Veterinary: pp. 296, 3^12. 

, Water-hyacinth in the BiAirhat sub- 
division: (Q.) p. 252, 

Haftzuddin Choudhuri, Mauivl 

Veterinary: p. 3(XJ. 

Hamiduddln Ahmad, Khan Sahib 

Education — General: p. 41. 

Free and compulsory primary educa- 
tion in Mymcnsingh: p. 316. 

Witness shed in the compound ot the 
Bujitpur Munsit’s Court, Mymeii- 
singh. (Q.; p. 2. 

Hangar Khal 4 ^ 

Chittagong- (Q ) p. 370. 

Harlpada Dat Mazumdar, SrMjut 

Detenu: (Q.) p. 481. 

Haaanuzzaman, Mauivl Md. 

Industries — Industries: p. 417. 

Hatiya and Ramgati 

Ee^ahlishment of Debt Settlement 
Boards in, Noakhuli: (Q.) p. 377. 

%> 

Handry, Mr. David 

. Agrijcalture: p. 281 . 


Homant, Mr. F. T. 

Industries — Industries: p, 412, * 

Hostel accommodation 

For Indian Christian in Governme 
iiKstitutions. (Q.,i p. 3. 

Hunger-strlki 

In Dacca Central Jail: (Q.) p. 43( 

li 

Idrlr Ahmed Mia, Mauivl 

Industries — Indiistnes- p. 418. 

a 

Incorrect record of proceedings 

Delay in ansv^ering questions: p. 21 

« 

Indian Christians 

Hostel accommodation for, in Govei 
ment institutions. (Q.) p. 3. 

Indian Christian girls 

Admission of, in the Bethiine Collegia 
Sihool, ('alcutta: (Q.) p. 195. 

intslligsnos Branch, sto. 

Beduction in the staff of the: p. 1* 

Intsrfsrenos 

Of police officer at a public meeting 
Kalikhola, Dacca: (Q.) p. 4^. 

Of ptilire officer with a procession 
Nana, Faridpur: (Q.) ji. 478. 

Introduction 

Of the system of voting by ballot 
the District and Local Boarc 
elections: (Q.) p. 

Jail, Dacca Contral 

Hunger-strike in: (Q.) p. 430. 

dalaluddln Ahmad, Khan Bahad 
Mauivl 

Forest^ p. 888. 

Irrigation, etc.; p. 117. 
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S 

HasHtmy, Mr. Oyad 

Jails^ and convict settlements: p. 190. 

Other tales and duties: p. 471. 

Fftfrinary: p, ?99. 

diippigufi 

I 

^us and taxi passenger traffic plying 
for hire fron^ Chalsa to Bagrakote 
Boad ip: (Q.) p, 436, 

Jalpalcurl D)itrt(f DMrdi £• . 

dalpalguri Quart 

Roads in the: (Q.) p. 363. 

Jatlmuddln l^lmiad, Mr. 

Kulti outfall scheme of Calcutta Cor- 
poration: (Q.) p. 310. 

ialaard 

Clerks in the civil courts of: (Q.) p. 
282. 

Jaatora Callaotorata 

Percentage of Mussalmans and 
scheduled castes in the: (Q.) p. 250. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Miulvl 

Agri(?ulture: p. 274. 

General administration — Debt Con- 
ciliation : p. 335. 

Veterinary: p. 296. 

Junior Madrataht 

Grants-in-aid to the, in Murshidabad: 
(Q.) P. 16. 

Kalikhola, Daooa 

Interference of police officer at a pub- 
lic meeting at: (Q.) p. 433. 

KM . . , 

Hangar, Cffiittagong: (Q.) p. 370, 

Running from Bharadia IhgiiirpJr 
via Sarchar in Kishor^ganj tnb- 
divation: <().) p. 376. 


Kodia 

River, in Jessore: (Q.) p. 365. 

Kua and Mourattbl 

Rivers: (Q.) p. 368. 

Kulti outfall toham# 

c 

Of Calcutta Corporation: (Q.) p. 310. 

kundu, Mr. NItbItha Nath 

Irrigation, etc.: p. 103. 

Kurigram Union Board 

Rangpur: (<5.) p. 311, 

< * 

Latrine! 

Adjacent to the Shiva temple within 
the boundary of the Pabna District 
Police barracks: (Q.) p. 140. 

Mahatab, Maharajkumar Udayohand 

Irrigation, etc. : p. 107. 

MaitI, Mr. NIkunJa Beharl 

Civil Works and Civil Works not 
charged to Revenue: p. 125. 

MaJI, Mr. Adwaita Kumar 

“Begar’' land in the settlement record 
in Burdwan; (Q.) p. 250. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova 

Industries — Industries: p. 406. 

Political prisoners Miss Santi Ghosh, 
Miss Kalpana Datta and Miss Paml 
Mukherji: (Q.) p. 148. 

Political prisoner Miss Sunity Chov- 
dhury; <Q,) p. 147. 

MaladddnIatraUan 

Of the Building BepqrtmM^t tho 
Cakntta OorporathA.; 6Q^)t jp. 77. 
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Mflirit 

In the Dhamrai and Saturia police- 
itations, Dacca; (Q.) p. 89. 

In the jurisdiction of Vanchkura, Tam- 
luk ^bdivision:' (Q.) p. 72. 

In Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 71. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai 

Malaria jn Mymensingh: (Q.V p. 71. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Baharl 

Education— General : p. 28. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat ChaiMra 

• Agriculture* p. 268. 

Education — General : p. 25. 

Ministerial officers and process-servers 
from scheduled castes in Chittagong 
civil courts: (Q.) p. 9. 

Ministerial officers and process-servers 
from the scheduled castes in the 
Noakhali civil courts: (Q.) p. 10. 

Ministerial officers and process-sen'ers 
from scheduled castes in the Tippera 
civU courts: (Q.) p. 11. 

Scheduled castes in the Chittagong 

District Board: (Q.) p. 309. 

Scheduled caste representative in the 

Tippera District Board: (Q.) p. 17. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogandra Nath 

Detenu Babu .Satya Ranjan Bakshi: 
<Q.) p. 380. 

Scheduled castes employees in the 
Publ^ Works Department at Barisal: 
(Q.) p. 371. 

m$gftnuMaMmn Itiamahadl, Mamana Md. 

Forest: p. 897. 

Hangar. Khal, Chittagong; (Q.) p. 
870. 

Modioal: p. 211. 

Porta and Pilotage: p. 489. 

Ezeiao; p. 456. 


Maqbul 

Agriculture: p. 270, 

Marriaga Ragiatrart’ OfAaas, Mufu 
madan 

Clerks of the: (Qf) p. 194, 

Mazumdar, Mr. BIrtndra Nath 

Provincial Excise: p« 442. 

. j^Road from Dacca to Aricha: (Q.) 

301. 

Madloal administration 

Of the province: (Q.) p. 199. 

Madloal School 

QualiHcation for admission in t] 

(Q.) P. 6. 

Mlnlitarlal offloart 

And proceHS-servers from achedu 
castes in Chittagong civil cour 
(Q.) p. 9. 

And process-servers from sebedu 
castes in the Noakhali civil cour 
(Q.) P. HV 

And procesB-ser\ era from ^‘hed 
castes in the l'ij){>era civil cour 

(g.) p. 11. 

Mlnittart 

Travelling and halting allowan 
drawn by the Hon’ble: (Q.) p. 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur 

Bogra-Santabar Road: (Q.) p. 436 . 
Medical: p. 217. 

Water-sttpplj schomo and tubo-woU 
(Q.) p, 90. 

Mirt wi , Hr. a. 

anl *WatiM HMi CMl Woik« i 
to 'Sorenao! p. 19S. 
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Motlttn AH M«IUim Mamvl 

» 

Atrai and«Gur rivers, Hajshalii: (Q.) 
p. 374. 

Introduction of the system of voting 
by ballot in the District and Local 
Boards election/): (Q.) 6. 

Maladministration of the Building 
Department of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion: (Q.) p. 77. 

MoiafimMl Him, Mauivi Md. 

Education — General: p. 69. 

Ports and Pilotage: p. 487. 

Veterinary: p. 298. 

Aluhammad /trail, Maulvl 

Agriculture: p. 278. 

General administration — Debt Con- 
ciliation: p. 338. 

Muhammadan Marriage Regittrart 

Advisory Committee for, in the 24- 
Parganas: (Q.) p. 313. 

Muhammadan Marriagt Regittrart’ 

offloet 

Clerks of the: (Q.) p, 194. 

% 

MukerJ^ Mr. Ohirendra Narayan 

Co-operation: p. 352. 

MukherJI, Dr. H. 0. 

Admission ot Indian Christian girls in 
the Bethune Collegiate School, Cal- 
cutta: (Q.) p. 195. 

Hostel accommodation for Indian 
Christians in Government institu- 
tions: (Q.) p. 3. 

Pro^dncial Excise: p. 438. 

MttkherH, Dr. Sharat Ohafidra 

Medical: p. 212. * • 

Qualification for admission in the 
Medi/al School: (Q.) p. 6. 

' ^Fuberonlosis hospital in the ^uri Jail: 
(Q.) P. 145. 


Mulltok, the Hon'ble Mr. Mukuiida 
Behary 

Co-operation: |)p. 343, 357. 

Debt Settlement .Boards in certain 
police-stations of Noakhali? (Q.) p. 
89. 

Establishment of Debt Settlement 
Boards in Hatiya and Ramgati, 
Noakhali: (Q.) p. 377. 

(general administration — Debt Con- 
ciliation: pp. 321, 340. 

Municipal eleotlont 

Holding of public meetings in connec- 
tion with, within the jurisdiction of 
Serampore, Bhadreswar and Uttar- 
para ift Hoogbly district: (Q.) p. 
381. 

Muneifs 

Recruitment of: (Q.) p. 15. 

Murihldabad 

Grants-m-aid to the junior madrasahs 
in: (Q.) p. 16. 

River Dwarka in: (Q.) p. 18. 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’ble Nawab, 

Khan Bahadur 

Appointment of Government Pleaders, 
Public Prosec'utors, etc., from the 
members of the scheduled castes for 
the districts of Dacca and Mymen- 
singh: (Q.) p. 384. 

Civil court staff of Noakhali: (Q.) p. 

12 . 

Clerks in the civil courts of Jessore: 
(Q.) p. 2a3. 

Clerks in the Tippera civil courts: 
(Q.) P. 12. 

Clerks under the District Judge of 
Faridpur: (Q.) p. 14. 

District record room at Bakarganj: 
m P: 2. 

Ministerial officers and process-servere 
from scheduled castes in Chittagong 
civil courts: (Q.) p. 9, * 
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ai«Mrr«f Itomiiii, tht Ntn'Mt Mawa», 
Kfeaa Balwiiir 

Ministerial officers anj process-servers 
from the scheduled castes in the 
Xoakhftli ciril courts: (<^.) p. ](). 

Ministerial officers and process-serv'ers 
from scheduled castes in the Tippera 
civil courts: (Q.) p. 11, , 

Muslim lawyers in Crown cases in the 
districts of 24-Parganas and Howrah . 
(Q.) p. 13. 

Recruitment of Munsifs: (Q.) p. 15. 

Witness shed in the compound of the 
Bajitpur Munsifs Court, Mymen- 
singh; (Q.) p. 2. 

Muslim 

Expenditure tor the education of the: 
(Q.) p. 314. 

Lawyers in Crown cases in the districts 
of 24-Parganns and Howrah- (Q.) 
p. 13. 

MuMalmans 

Percentage of, and scheduled castes in 
the Jessore Collectorate: (Q.) p. 
250. 

Mymtnalngh 

Free and compulsory primary education 
m: (Q.) p. 310. 

' Malaria in. (Q.) p. 71. 

Nabaganga rivar 

Silting up of the, from \aldi to Loha- 
gara: (Q.) p. 306. 


Nandy, tht Hon’blt Maharaia Sria- 
thandra, of Kaalmbaiar 

Atrai and Gur rivers, Rajshahi: (Q.) 
p. 375. 

Bandal io the DhuHeswari river near 
Hanikganj; (Q.) p. 373. 
Bogra-Santahar Road; 437. 

CXvil Worka and CHril Works not 
efaar^ to ReTeaue^pp. 121, 133. 

(0 


Nandy, tho Hon'blo^ Jdahartla 8rla» 

Chandra, of Katimbaiar • 

• 

Hangar Khal, C'hittagong» *{Q.) p. 
370. 

Irrigation, etc.: pp. 1)2, 119. 

Khal running fr^m Bhanndia to 
Diglurpar via Sarchar in Kishoreganj 
subdivi.sion : (Q.) p. 376. 

Repair ot the (iliatiil circuit embank- 
ment. Midnnporc: p. .'KU. 

River Dwarku in Murshidabad : (Q.) 

p. 18. 

River Kodla in Jessore: (Q.) p. 366. 
Rivers Dhuning and Halda iti Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. 7. 

Rivers Kua and Mouraks^i: (Q.) p. 
368. 

Rond Irom Dacca to Arii'lia: (Q.) p. 

3(n . 

Roads in tlie .Jalpaiguri Diiars: 
p. 363. 

.SchtM-liiled ca.stcs employees in the 
J^iihln- Works l)(‘partiMcnt at Bnri- 
sal. (Q.) ]). 372. 

Silting up ol the river Nahagangii from 
Naldi to Lohagara: (Q.) p. Ii66. 
Sluice gate over the ('hikmii river at 
Panohuraibnri: (Q.) p. 371. 

Narla, Farldpur • 

Interference of police officer with a 
pro(-€*Msion at. (Q.) p. 478. 

Notoro Subdivltlonal OlAoor'i prohibitory 
ordors 

And Maulana Ahdur Rashid Tarka- 
bagish; (Q.) p. 254, 


Nouthor All, tho Hon'blo Mr. Syod 

Chairman, Calcutta Improvement 
Trust: (Q.) p. 5. 

Es^blisliroent in the Public Health 
Department, Engineering Branch : 
(Q.) p. 74. • 

Grant dbder the bead “Rniml irattr- 
supply”: (Q.) p. 76. 
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NMMlMr All, Mr. SVMI 

f 

Introduction of the system of voting 
by ballot in the District and Local 
Boards’ elections: (Q.) p. 6. 

Jalpaiguri District Board: (Q.) p. 18. 

Kulti outfall scheme of Calcutta Cor- 
poration: (Q.) p. 310. 

Kurigram Union Board, Rangpur: 
<Q.) P. 312. 

Maladministration of the Building 
Department of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion: (Q.) p. J7. 

Malaria in the Dhamurai and Saturia 
pofice-stations, Dacca: (Q.) p. 89. 

Malaria in the jurisdiction of Panch- 
kura, Tamluk subdivision: (Q.) id. 

73. 

Malaria in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 71. 
Medical: pp. 207, 224. 

Medical administration of the province: 
<Q.) p. 199. 

Public Health: pp. 231, 242, 247. 

Public Health Establishment: (Q.) j’. 

74. 

Qualification for admission in the 
Medical School: (Q.) p. 7. 

Refusal of admission of Mrs. Nilima 
Guha into Eden Hospital, Calcutta: 
(Q.) p, 304. 

Scheduled castes in the Chittagong 
District Board: (Q.) p, 309. 

Scheduled caste representative in the 
Tippera Dwtrict Board: (Q.) p. 17. 
Tube-wells in Noakhali: (Q.) p. 91. 
Tube-well in village Rauhijal of Soair 
Union, Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 73. 
Voting by symbols in the Local and 
Union Boards’ elections: (Q.) p. 

17. 

Water-supply* scheme and tube-well in 
Bogra: (Q.) p. 90. 

Maiiimiddlii, ttit Honibla Khwaja Sir 

Appointment of non-Bengali con^ables 
in the Caloutta Polioe: <Q.) p. 137. 
Bus t&d taxi passenger traffic plying 
for hire from Chalsa to ^Bi^grakote 1 
Bead in Jalpaigari: (Q.) p. 436. 
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Civil Works and Civil Works not 
charged to Revenue: p. 130. 

Detenu Babu Bhabanidas Chakravarty: 

(Q.) p. 150. • 

Detenu Babu Satya Ranjan Bakshi: 
(Q.) P. 381. 

Detenu'' Birendra Nath Das Gupta: 
(Q.) p. 163. 

Detenu Sreejut Arun Chandra Guha: 
(Q.) P. 156. 

Detenu Sreejut Haripada Das Masmn- 
dar: (Q.) p. 481. 

Expenditure for the criminal case 
against Raghubar Narain Singh: 
(Q.) p. 4Sd. 

Holding* of public ineetiftgs in connao- 
tion with municipal elections within 
the jurisdiction of Serampord^l 
Bhadreswar and Uttarpara in 
Hooghly district: (Q.) p. 382. 

Hunger-strike in Dacca Central Jail: 
(Q.) p. 431. 

Interference of police officer at a pub- 
lic meeting at Kalikhola, Dacca: 
<Q.) p. 433. 

Interference of police officer with a 
procession at Naria, Faridpur: (Q ) 
p. 478. 

Jails and convict settlements: pp. 163 
182, 192. 

Latrines adjacent to the Shiva temple 
within the boundary of the Pabna 
District Police barracks: (Q.) p 
141. 

Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkabagisb 
and Natore Subdivisional Officer’s 
prohibitory orders: (Q.) p. 265. 

Political prisoner Miss Santi Ghosh, 
Miss Kalpana Datta and Miss Parul 
Mukherji: (Q.) p. 148. 

Political prisoner Miss Sunity Chow- 
dhury: (Q.) p. 147. 

Reduction in the staff of the Intelli- 
gence Branch and Criminal Investi- 
gation ^pajrtment: (Q.) p. 142. 

Removal oi ban on the “Birendra 
Mandir *’ at Qihayagaon in Farid- 
pur; 480. 


INDEX. 
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Eestrictions on certain released 
detenus: (Q.) p. 152. 

Srijut Sudbendu Bik&sh Roy Chow- 
dhury of Island Sandwip: (Q.) p. 
144. 

Tuberculosis hospital in the Suri Jail: 
(Q.) p. 145. 

ITjjala Mozumdar: (Q.) p. 154. 
Withdrawal of ban from Bakarganj dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 478. • 

Ifllima Guha, Mrs. 

Refusal of admission of, into Eden 
Hospital, Calcutta- (Q.) p. 303. 

Noakhali 

• • * 

Civil court staff of: (Q.) p. 12. 

Civil oourtt 

IfiMsterial officers and process-servers 
from the scheduled castes in the: 

m p. 10. 

Debt Settlement Boards in certain 
police-stations of Noakhali: (Q.) p. 
89. 

Tube-wells in: (Q.'» p. 91. 

% 

Noakhali diatriot 

Removal of the headquarters of the, 
to Maijdi: (Q.) p. 249. 

OMtuary 

Reference: p. 1. 

Outfall teliaiiM 

Kulti, of Calcutta Corporation: (Q.) 
p. 310. 

Mil, Mr. Baratfa Pmaamia 

Jails and convict settlements: p. 173. 

Panohliiira 

Juxladiotioo of. hlalaju in the, 
Taa^ lubdiviiion: ((^) p. 72. 


y ti ii wt t r traMa 

Bus and Uxi, plying for hiie from 
ChalsB to Bagrakote Rodd in Jalpai' 
guri; (Q.) p, 435. 

Paroantaga 

Of Mussalmans and scheduled castes in 
the Jessore Collectorate : (Q.) p. 

250. 

Point of privilogo 

The: p. 162. 

Regarding publication of incorrect 
report in the “Advance": p^ 258. 

Polio# OfAoor 

Interference of, at a publlh meeting at 
Xalikhola, Dacca: (Q.) p. 433. 
lnterferen('e of. with a procession at 
Nnria, Karidpiir. (Q.) p. 478. 

Polltioal prltonor(t) 

Miss Santi Ghosh, Miss Kalpana 
Datta and Miss Parul Mukberji: 
(Q.) p. 148. 

Mihh Sunil, V Chowdhury: (Q.) p. 147. 

Primary aduoatlon 

Krw and compulsory, in Mymensingh: 
(Q.) p. 316. 

Privllogt 

A question of: pp. 319, 483, 

Proooidingf 

Incorrect record of: p. 21. 

Prooaaalon 

Interference of police officer with a, at 
Naria, Faridpur: (Q.) p. 478. 

P ro p o ao d motion 

adjournment: p. 92. 

PtiMlo HoalUi Oopartmant 

. . • 

Establis^eni in the, Snginooring 
Bran^: (Q.) p. 74. 
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Public Hccith Ec^ldwMMti (Q.) p. 

74. 

f ^ 

Ptiblio niMtiiip 

Holding of, in connection with muni- 
cipal elections within the jurisdic- 
tions of Serami»iore, BhkdTeswar and 
tJttarpara in Hooghly district: 
(Q.) p. 381. 

Piri>llo Service Commleeion’e reoommenila- 

tlone * 

In cases of new * appointments : (Q.) 
p. 427. 

fublio Worki Department 

Scheduled caste employees in the, at 
Barisal:* (Q.) p. 371. 

Quallftcatlon 

For admission in the Medical School: 
(Q.) P. 6. 

Queatlone 

Delay in answering: p. 21. 

Queetlon of privilege 

A: p. 319. 

Raihubir Naraln Singh 

« 

Expenditure fof the criminal case 
against: (Q.) p. 436. 

Ralkut, the Hon’ble Mr. Praeanna Deb 

Amounts realised by the Forest Depart- 
ment as transit fees: (Q.) p. 262. 

Forest: pp. <886, 399. 

Forest officers and their establish- 
ments: (Q.) p. 263. 

Industries — Cinchona; pp. 467, 470. 

Provincial Excise: pp. 438, 456. 

Salt: pp. 462; 466. " 

RaJIIMiMlii Tarafder, Mauivi 

Agriculture: p. 273. 

Co-operation: p. 363. 


Ramizuddifi Aluiiidt Mr. 

Co-operation: p. 349. 

Ranahljal vlllagd 

Tube-well in, of Soair Uniot, Mymen- 
singh: (Q.) p. 73. 

Ray Chmidhury, Mr. Blrendra Klehore 

Khal running from Bharadia to Dighir- 
^ par via Sarchar in Kishoreganj sub- 
division: (Q.) p. 376. 

Public Health; p. 245. 

Record room 

District, at Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 2. 

Recruitment of Munslfs: *(Q.) p. 16.* 

Reduction 

In the staff of the Intelligence Branch 
and Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment: (Q.) p. 142. 

Refusal 

Of admission of Mrs. Nilims Guba into 
the Eden Hospital, Calcutta: (Q.) 
p. 303. 

Removal 

Of ban on the “Birendra Maudiz” at 
Chbayagaon in Faridpur: (Q.) p. 
479. ■ ' .. 

Ot the headquarters of the Noakhali 
district to Maijdi: (Q.) p. 249. 

Repair 

Of the Ghatal circuit embankment, 
Midnapore: (Q.) p. 364. 

Reetrlotlom 

On certain released detenus: (Q.) p. 
161. 

Rlver(|) 

Dwarka m Jiurahidabad: (<).) p. 18. 

Kodla in Jetaore: (Q.) p. 366. 

,t lb . 
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Atrai and Gar, Rajshahi: (Q.) p. 

374. 

Dhurung and Halda* in Chittagong: 

(Q.) 7. ~ 

Kua and Mourakshi: (Q.) p. 368. 

Roadt 

• 

Bogra-Santahar; (Q.) p. 436. 

From Dacca to Aricha; (Q.) p, 

In the Jalpaignri Duars: (Q.) p. 363. 

Roy, tho Hon’blo Sir BIJoy Pratofl Singh 

“Begar” lands in the settlement 
records in Burdwari:^ (Q.) p. 250. 
Other taxes and duties: py. 471, 476. 
Percentage of Mussalman and scheduled 
castes in the Jessore Collectorate: 
(Q.) p. 250. 

Removal of the headquarters of tho 
Noakhali district to Maijdi: (Q.) p. 
249. 

Stamps: pp. 501, 502. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Veterinary: p. 297. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar 

Interference of iK>liee office at a puouc 
Meeting at Kalikhola, Dacca: (Q.) 

Srijut Sudheiiiiit Bikaah Roy Choudhury 
of Island Sandwip: (Q.) p. 144, 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath 

General adminiatration — Debt Concilia- 
tion : . 327. 

Roy, Bahu Patiram . 

Co-operation: p. 350. 

Rtfliili 

Mr. Speaker on the effect lad 
implications (dt ai,h.v|ntt motion 63. 
Of Mr. Speaker regardfig proeenUtion 
„of addreos to tlie Oor^gagr; p. 506. 


**RHrai watar-fUMdy*^ 

Grant under the head: (Q.) 75. 

Saftruddln Ahnwd, Haji 

Agriculture; p. 271. 

Saiim, Mr. S. A. 

Education — General: p. 47. 

SaiMullah, AI>HaJ Mafilana Or. 

Forest: p. 399. , 

Travelling and halting allowaneei 
drawn by the Hon’ble Mbisters: 
m p. 8. 

Sandwip Island * 

Srijut Sudhendu Bikash Roy Ohoudhuiy 
of: (Q.) p. 144. 

SantI Ghosh 

Kalpana Datta and Parul Mukherji, 
Misses. Political prisoners; (Q.) 
p. 148. 

Sanyai, Or. Nallnahsha 

Agriculture: p. 261. 

Civil Works and Civil Wqrks not 
! charged to Revenue: p. 132. 

Education — General p. 43. 

Industries— Cinchona : p. 467. 
Irrigation, etc.: p. 97. 

Public Service Commission’s recom- 
mendations ih cases of new appoint- 
ments; (Q.; p. 427. 

•anyal, Mr. Baaalkfia Salihar 

Public Health: p. 240^ 

Rivers Kua and Mourakshi; (Q.) p, 

368. 

•arlMr, Bahu Madhuttadan 

Irrigation, etc.; p. 115. 

^ Sluice gate over thf CSiilaiai thm at 
A Pindiurmibari; (Q.) p. gTi. 
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WUntmg w|9V WMNHIlINMPli 

Voting hy >yn4Nk in' tibe Locpt g^ 
Union iBoftfig* eiadtioiig: <a> p. 
17. ’ \ ^ 

# , ■* i! 

jSarl^, tlM Itwi'trti ttilM ;II«b|mi 

Interest-frgB Advnnoeg^ f. «0£L 
IntorotV other obligaliont: p. 503. 

Xonnt and Ad^anOM hearing inteiegt: 
p. 504. . 

- r r$V 

Hii^llineoni^ p. 604. 

V " * 

Frorinoial Egoi^^ir. 401., 

J’nl^ nfiervine thikiniMion’t neecMii- 
^ fliedSiations i0 'caw* of nem appoint* 

^ { mentg: (Q.,) p, 

'Stationei 7 and Printing Mid Depreeia* 
tion JS^nrve Pond<i-€h}^|itnineiit 
PreiMt: p. 484. 

ISaperantouation AUocwaiiQen and Pen* 
■iona — 66, Qpm&iitattoiMi ol Pehaknui 
66A, and^^A>nu]mted Value of Pen- 
siona not charged to lleyenue--4S3t 
p. 604. 

Travelling end^ halting allowances 
drawn by tho' Hon’ble Ministers: 
(Q.) P. 8. 

katya Ranjan lakahU 

UetOnn: (Q.) p, 380. 

SohatfiM oaatat 

Appointment of ^^ ^' rrrir m 
Pitblic ProBeentgg£ eto., from'' IMF 
members of the/reP^1||ie distficta 
Daeca and Myinensb^: (Q.) p, 
384. , . ^ 

In the Chittagipig &ist^ Paard: 
(Q.) p: 309. " 

Employees in the Public Works Depart- ' 
ment ^office ai Barisal: <Q.) p. 871. 

Expenditure for the education of the: 
(Q.) p. 314. 

Iflfinisteaial oAbers ai^ prooese-semem ' ^ 
from, in the Chittageisg ei#i2 «oii!lal; 
(Q.) p. 9, ^ 

Ministwal ofllcew and pMaM-eimrs ’ 

fftmi, ih.ihe |4onldi4<d^^ ^ 

<Q.) p. la ^ ^ 


galMnMisa muaIma 
■snMSMn ^pana 

HUftfrM rad wooM»4erT«n 

*bm, in %e Tippera civil courts* 

HQ4 r* 11. ^ * 

\ TJ 

Peacentage. of, an^ Miisaalmens in the 
^ Jossore Collectorale: (Q.) p. 250. 
Itepmsentatire in the Tippera District 

J^aid^ (Q:) p,tl7. 

Satif Rti tahadur dagaah Qfiamini 

Jails^ and convict settlements: p. 188. 



Ports and Pilotage: pp. 489, 491. 

*' € 

9tnaol Mpn, Mr, 

^ * 
^leduo^on in the staflF of the Intclli- 
gen6© Branch and Criminal Investi- 
gation Department: (Q.) p. 142 . 

Riror Kodla m Jeasore: (Q.) p. 365. 


tarampare, iMMlraswar and Uttarpara 

Holdiitg of public meetings in conneo- 
tioa with municipal elections within 
the jurisdiction of, in Hooghly dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 381. 

Sattlamant ^raaiipda. 

“Begar” liodg,^ in the, in Burdjean: 
(Q’) p. 280. 


Civa Works and Civil Works not 
charged to Revenue: p. 128. 

Clarks in Tippera civil .oaurts: 

“ m) p. 12. 

liidnstries---lndustri^ p. 413. ^ 




%peadittti« j^br Hg criminal caae 
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alQacent tke^ the^ 

boundary ^bf Di^ict 

PoHoe barricks: ^ (Q.) p. 140. - , 


siting up ^ ^ 

Of the* river froif, naiai vo J 

LoHagaraf (Q.) p. 366. • ’ 

4Nlistia,^ B«bd ^Kshttra Natti^ 

£ducation*^General : p. 2S. 

«ulot gata 

Over the dliil|nai iirm. **** 
bari: (Q.) p. 3?1. a 

jS>Mikar (the Hon’Mi Khan gahaiur 
M. Axiiul HKHpii, ^ 

H _ 

^ V' 

Regarding* pubiicatiop . of ipcorrect ae- 
port in “Advapige”;^ p. ,, 

Ruling on the effeet and implicaflQni 
of 9 cut motion* p. ^4 
Ruling regard^g^adjomniiiRit 

p. 160 . 

* ' * # ^ 

Ruling regarding '^iPientatidh # of 
addf^s to the*'Ooverhor: p. 506. 

% 

•whwMhi Bllunh .R< ^ ||ii|l > ii]f, Srilut 

Of Island Sand^fi): <4i-1 P- 
m 

Suhrawaai^i^tha^on'blf Mr. N. t*. 

Miacellaneons Departnientar p. 104. " 

Ports and Pilhtage: ppy |84» 486i 

^unltgi Chaardhury, Mtaa^ » 

Political priionor: (Q.) p. 

Mr. Harandra Kpifpr 
Rcmovi^ hf^uartdhf B 'the 


NoakyOi^ 
p. 24i. 


^^fH^di: (Q.) 


Salt: p.‘4ft^ 

Sliri 4all 

Toberciilosik iiflSpiml ih the: (Q.> p* 
144P " " * 


Tamlxuddln Khan, Maulvl 
a * * 

Agridoltuae: "p, 287. * ^ 

lEdu<«tion~04nil-al; 29, 

Migilana /^d\|r Rashid Tallcabagi^ 
and t>iatore Subdtviu^kl Officer* i 
K , prohibitory orderk (Q.) p. 264. , 

Tippara oluiroaurta * 

•^IK . 

Clerks in the: (Q.) p. 12. 

.Ministerial officers and p^lbeip-s^eri 
from s«ik^uledrca8tep*in 0ho: *(Q ) 
11 . 

■ iff ♦ « « , ’ 

Olatttot i&ard^^ • * 

Bchdlttldd oaotaT representative in ihet 

<Q.) P. . 

V , a 

I tiaharouioals luMpitai . 

In the Jailt a tQ.), p. 146. 

tiiba%ell(t) 

In Noakhali: (U.) p. 91. 

In village Kanahijal of 8oair Union, 
* Mymensingb: (Q.) p. 73. 

m 

Trivflling and fliritlng alffWanoas 

* , -n 

Drawn bp the Hon ’ ble >' Ministers: 
(Q.) p. 8 . , 

sUjjila Mozumder: (Q.) p. 164*. 

S%|4|;htin, Rangpnr: (Q.) p. 311. 

4 Votini^ hy^IpKot 

, ‘ #► s 

1 i Introduction of'Hlie system of, in the 
District and Local Boards’ elections: 
(QJ p. 6. 

Voting hy asfmbols 

^ "In the Local and Union Boards’ elecS 

* flops: *(Q.) p. 17. 

# ^ 

'* ^AlmeBltnire! n. 275 
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iTor: 


WatarHwaoliiUi imt ■ r** 

Bradicatha o«,.m ParidpuR . (Q.) » 

Walar^uppiy ’ / 

And Hube-welfW /Jagra^ (0i>. d. ibi 

Withdrawal 

• Of Ban frpm Bakar|it |0 dlatriat':" 10 . 1 * 
p. 477 . * < r ' - 
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_ y iy ;fa ! ,ilr.’31^.L 
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Xdin«ii*tratioti^i)eiit Qoncil^ 
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immn, Mf. a. I/U ik. 


J ^ Erovliicka Exeiie: p. 447 . 
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